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Loyalty foW

THADE UNIUNS are Iar too oiten con-
sidered to be essentially left-wing, socialist,
even revolutionary organisations. In fact,
despite all the propaganda on both sides,
they are neither a Goed Thing nor a Bad
Thing, depending on your ideological
position, but a neutral phenomencn with
only very limited and limiting functions.
Echoing the powerful guilds of the Middle
Ages, but emerging in the struggles of the
later Industrial Revolution, they were ess-
entially sectional organisations for mutual
aid and self-defence, and frequently little
more than secret conspiracies against other
workers as well as against employers.

The ambiguous nature of British trade
unionism today may be understood only
in the light of this background. We may
still see the narrow-mindedness and self-
centredness of what remain sectional
organisations. We may still see the features
of mutual aid and self-defence, both good
and bad. We may still see the secrecy and
the conspiratorial methods. We may see
at the same time the tradition of brother-
hood and solidarity and the tradition of
prejudice against other workers and against
other groups like women and blacks. We
may see above all that trade unionism is
part of capitalism rather than of socialism.

In Britain, the birthplace both of the
Industrial Revolution and of the trade
union movement, we may especially see
the conflict between the older craft nnions
of skilled workers and the newer industrial
unions of semi-skilled and unskilled wor-
kers. Thisis particularly clear in traditional
areas threatened by economic decline or
technologica! innovation — printing, en-
gineering, car manufacture, railways and
so on. And when there are three million
unemployed, and when skills which used
to be acquired after years of apprentice-
ship can be learnt in a few days, such a
system is under increasingly drastic press-
ure. At the same {ime the big unions have
been absorbed into the social, political
and economic establishment, and the par-
liamentary party which they formed at
the beginning of the century has been not
just absorbed but digested. So no wonder
we have a summer of discontent on top
of the now regular winters.

Of course some trade unionists, and
indeed some politicians, have not only
seen what is happening but have tried to
do something about it, but they are almost
helpless against the vast inertia of all the
other elements in the system. As a result

Britain and other Western countries have
a general consensus between the two sides
of industry, the parallel bureaucracies of
management and unions, with occasional
confrontations precipitated by managerial
or union extremists, represented in the
media as dramatic spectacles in place of
the real situations which are so much
harder to understand or resolve.

Anarchists have no interest in all this,
except in trying to make sense of it, and
in taking sides on the basic level of solid-
arity with the poor and weak against the
rich and powerful. We have been trying fo
tell the truth about trade unionism for a
century, and the only thing which has
changed is that the poor and weak are a
bit richer and stronger.

Let us repeat a few simple facts. Wor-
kers can change the nature of work only
if they look more widely than their own
particulay area. Strikes can help only if
they are directed against the right people.
Closing newspapers or railways or schools
or hospitals hurts only the wrong people.
What isneeded is not self-defence but self-
awareness, an attempt to consider what
newspapers and railways and schools and
hospitals are for.

Of course we oppose the use of trade
unions as part of the structure of the state,
as in Fascist or Communist countries. But
we also oppose the use of trade unions as

any kind of authoritarian institution, as
in Syndicalist or Guild Socialist theory.
Life is much more than work, and social
revolution must be much more then a
general strike. One Big Union would be
no better than many little unions, and the
only union worth having is one that unites
people.

As we watch one union affer another
marching into a batile which it cannot
win — as suicidally blind as the tragic
psychopath Barry Prudom who was openly
murdered by the police a week ago after
declaring war against the world — we are
reminded of William Morris looking back
to the Peasants’ Revolt in A Dream of
John Ball a century ago, and pondering
‘how men fight and lose the battle, and
the thing they fought for comes about in
spite of their defeat, and when it comes
turns out not to be what they meant, and
other men have to fight for what they
meant under another name’.

Isn’t it time to stop fighting for the
wrong thing and to start fighting for the
right one — not just higher wages and
shorter hours, or even workers’ control,
but a whole new way of looking at workers
as part of the people around them and at
work as part of life? But this would in-
volve thinking rather than fighting, and
responsibility rather than loyalty. No
wonder we are all so afraid to try!

PLO0:The Final Solution?

THE comparisons that some people have
made between the actions of the Israeli
army in Lebanon and the recent British
action in the Falklands are really too ten-
uous to be worth pursuing very deeply,
although it could be said that the fact
that the world’s attention was rivetted on
the British action — or over-reaction —
might have encouraged the Israeli militar-
ists to start something they had wanted
to begin for along time (no punintended).

If this is so, the analogy with the events
of 1956 do hold water — for there can
be no doubt that it was Anthony Eden’s
crazy adventure into Suez (in collusion,
ironically, you might think, with Israelis
and the French) that made it that much
easier for the Russians to invade Hungary
to quell a popular uprising. At the present
time, the French government is keeping

very quiet, because it was their marvellous
products, the Exocet missiles and the Eten-
dart planes from which they were fired
that played so much havoc with the British
navy, EEC and NATO notwithstanding.

Any sensible analysis of these events,
as distinct from merely taking sides, as
our superficial opportunists on the left
tend to do, leads one inevitably to the
anarchist conclusion as far as the state is
concerned. In the demonstrations against
the Falkland fracas, the SWP and the Mili-
tant maneouvrists in general were crying
that the Falklands ‘belong’ to Argentina,
and in their declamations on the ‘Palestine’
problem thay have consistently called for
the establishment of a ‘Palestine National
State’ under the PLO, presumably thinking
that this is the right revolutionary demand
to make, statists that they are.

continued on page 2
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PLO

Sadly, it is this very concept of ‘state-
hood’ which is the disease which has fouled
up the original concept of the Jewish nat-
ional home in the minds of many, many
Jews before the establishment of the
Zionist state. A place of their ownisevery-
body’s concept of security and even free-
dom — a state of ‘their own’ is everybody’s
guarantee of servitude.

And this is what went sour in Israel. In
the Kibbutzim movement of the twenties
and thirties, libertarian ideas were wide-
spread. Egalitarian socialist and anarchistic
principles were actually established in
many of the collectives, where all property
was held in common, work was shared
and decisions taken communally. Inas-
much as all the participants — mostly
ideologically motivated people from Eur-
ope — saw the movement spreading all
over what was then called Palestine (just
as the collectives were called Palestinian
collectives), they conceived it as establish-
ing a rich society of self-governing comm-
unities from which Arabs were not ex-
cluded and among which the two Semitic
peoples, Arabs and Jews, would live in
peace and plenty side by side.

It could be that the very success of the
settlements, ‘making the desert bloom’,
also made the Arabs uneasy and jealous,
but the factor which above all changed
the whole course of events in Palestine
was the emergence of the Nazis in Ger-
many and the subsequent holocaust, after
which no European Jewfelt safe in Europe.
The ideas of Zionism were naturally fuelled
and the concept of the ‘national home’
was embraced by millions of Jews who
had no socialist or anarchist ideas but
who — rightly — wanted to get out of this
Europe stinking of Auschwitz and Belsen.

It was the British state which, having
made much good anti-Nazi propaganda
out of the Jewish plight during the war
was opposed to the exodus from Europe
after it. Britain still held the ‘mandate’
for Palestine, which it had won after the
First World War and over the years had
promised both to Jews and Arabs at diff-
erent times. Or even at the same time.

Having bitterly to fight Britain to get
to Palestine meant the setting up of para-
military organisations of ‘terrorists’ motiv-
atéd by Zionism. The ‘Stern Gang’ and
the Irgun Zwei Leumi, of which we now
know Menachem Begin was a member,
spearheaded the struggle which was event-
ually abandoned by Britain in 1948, foll-
owing which — naturally — the terrorists
became the government and respectable
and legalised their terrorism by setting up
a state themselves and by driving 200,000
Palestinian Arabs off their land and into
the wilderness.

continued from page 1

The justification for this is that the
Hebrews lived there 5,000 years ago and
thus this particular patch of land was the
Hebrew homeland, to which any Hebrew
was entitled to ‘return’ — even though he
and his immediate forebears for rather less
than 5,000 years had never been there be-
fore, much less been born there — and
any upstart Arab, whose forebears had
cultivated the ground for only 2,000 years,
had norights of tenure, or even occupation.

You would really have thought, would
you not, that of all peoples, the 20th
Century Jews would have understood
about being a refugee and would not have
wished to award that status to anyone.
But no, statism is ruthless; statism is the
sacrifice of people for principles and stat-
ism has cost the Israeli people themselves
very dear — to say nothing of all the Arabs
who have died for their states.

In all the wars since 1948, the issue of
the displaced Palestinians has loomed large
— for apart from their plight itself being a
running sore, they have been used by am-
bitious Arab leaders as a ‘cause’ to excuse
attacks upon the Zionist state. Most of
these have now grown tired of fighting
wars they never win, and one of them —
Sadat — paid with his life for his efforts
to establish ‘peace’ between Egypt and
Israel. Only Yasser Arafat, leader of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, remains
still adamant that Israel must be destroyed,
and he is now an embarrassment to all the
other Arab states, who are tired of the
whole Palestinian problem. They wish it
would go away — and none more so than
Lebanon, which is now suffering because
it has been unable to refuse living space
to the PLO.

So Israel will do Lebanon a favour. It
will blow the PLO away. It is as though at
the back of Begin’s mind there is a contin-
uous echo of that phrase which once struck

terror into the Jews of Europe: ‘The Final
Solution’. It was the Nazis phrase for the
annihilation of the Jews in gas chambers,
solving forever the ‘Jewish problem’ by
eliminating them totally.

It is recorded that Israel’s first presi-
dent Ben Gurion, once described the ex-
terrorist Begin as ‘Nazi’, rather as Lenin
is said to have warned his comrades on his
deathbed about Stalin — having appointed
him successor! Today, it is held to be in
the poorest possible taste to link either
Begin himself or the statism of Zionism
with that of the Nazis. But statism has its
own logic, just as does war, and the two
together — and they so frequently go to-
gether — lead inexorably to the corruption
inescapable in total power, impatient of
any opposition, and ruthless in wiping it
out.

There is one glimmer of hope: that an
opposition is appearing in Israel itself to
Begin’s ruthless expansionism. Civilians,
soldiers — and even high ranking officers
— are now coming into the open with criti-
cism of the use of the Israeli army far
from the borders of Israel proper — and
coming out with the criticism while the
fighting is still going on, when, as we were
all recently told, a nation is supposed to
close ranks and button up.

It would be nice to think that our opp-
osition here to the Falkland fracas h-
helped people elsewhere to break
mould of nationa dumbness — bt
Israelis have surely so much more r
than we now have to be fed up to the back
teeth with continual bloodshed. Sooner
or later a modus vivendi must be found
between Jew and Arab. If Zionism is seen
to be an insoluble barrier to that — will
the Israelis have the courage to try some-
thing else?

Along the lines of the original pioneers
perhaps?

JUSTIN

Oppose the Truxtun

An artist’s imag-
inative impression
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Torture in Italy

DURING the last few years capitalism has
achieved a profound and widely articul-
ating restructuration, which has translated
itself into a model traversing all the diff-
erent spheres of time and space within
the relationship between capital and work.
This traverse is not just a way of adjusting
the economy, it also represents the real
model of the dictatorship of the bourg-
eoisie over the proletariat. In effect this
model pervades all of society just as the
social (il sociale) is the sphere of the repro-
duction of capital’s command, consensus
and control over the proletariat. It moves
across institutional space, moulding it o
its own requirements, coordinating all
political parties, which become a rigid
system internal to the dynamics and devel-
opment of the repressive institutions of
the state. In Italy at the present time the
political phase is that of the transforma-
tion and redefinition of the relations bet-
ween classes during which occurs a redef-
inition of the relations of production and
also of the norms and regulations of social
life. The bourgeoisie attempts, in a coor-
dinated manner and with many internal
contradictions, to redetermine the level
of social organization and productivity in
accord with their interests.

All these changes have not come about
in a peaceful manner and without contest-
ation. Rather, we have experienced in Italy
the formation of a social movement which
over the last 14 years has continually
contradicted such tendencies in capital.
This movement has created fear in the
state and dread in the hearts of the bourg-
eoisie, and consequently a merciless re-
pression which aspires to a level seldom
before imagined. In actuality such repress-
ion is an instrument to which the bourg-
eoisie has recourse whenever social con-
flictis intensified: repression is fundament-
ally the organization of the state in order
to suppress the expression of class antagon-
ism, an antagonism which calls in question
the very existence of capital. The fact that
in Italy there are now 3,500 political pris-

oner, shows a political will to strike at
and destroy these antagonists.

The class character of this repression
is clear: those who have struggled in the
factories, in the schools, and in the metro-
poles are persecuted; police operations
follow one another in an increasing spiral;
an entire generation of revolutionaries has
been criminalized; dozens of arrests on
mere presumption of conspiracy have
taken place; on such pretexts thousands of
comrades have disappeared into state pris-
ons, victims of a hearsay increasingly ab-
surd. Now show trials are being staged in
which every communist is accused of hav-
ing been a terrorist! The specific crime of
which every comrade is accused is only a
technical expedient, what is important
for the bourgeoisie is the liquidation of
all forms of antagonism, what counts is
the production of a negative image around
which consensus is constructed.

The strategy of the bourgeoisie is one
of criminalizing all comrades on the basis
of a suspicion which derives solely from
their political position: special laws pro-
vide the legal justification for actualizing
this practice and the repressive apparatus
of the state (police and carabinieri) is their
executive instrument. The increasingly
acute climate of war against the antagonist
class which runs parallel with the massive
restructuration in the factories introduces
a degree of repression more and more
heavy: from the militarization of the soc-
ial spere (il territorio) to the potentiation
and barbarisation of the prison circuit,
becoming characterized by the increasingly
frequent use of TORTURE against comm-
unists whether arrested or just detained.
That which power at the moment wants
is the psycho-physical annihilation of the
revolutionary subject both in prison and
outside.

A special clause called ‘Article 90’ has
been introduced into prison regulations in
order to permit psychic destruction of
those imprisoned by means of total isol-
ation. Added to this practice of psychic

destruction, in recent months, has been
the systematic use of physical torture,
practised on anyone who is arrested for a
political reason.

Numerous cases of torture have been
denounced by lawyers, and plenty of wit-
ness evidence concerning the massacres
wrought by police and carabinieri in Italian
jails has been brought together by magis-
trates. In Parliament the Minister of the
Interior has categorically denied the exist-
ence of these murderous practices, though
from the written statements of magistrates
emerges a picture of a well-established
and determined system of torture. Indeed,
there exist suitably prepared places in
prisons and in the barracks of the carabin-
ieri where persuasion is practised, and
special secretly authorized squads of tor-
turers who lend themselves to the role of
butchers. One journalist has used the evid-
ence of witnesses to reconstruct the way
in which torture is practised. Reproduced
below is an extract from an article pub-
lished by L’ Espresso, the only magazine
which has publicly denounced this infamy:

Step one is the prisoner’s total isol-
ation in a strange locality without in-
forming anyone of their whereabouts.
Complete isolation, head totally cov-
ered by a hood, hands tied behind the
back: this is the first stage of psychic
violence. Afterwards comes the threat
of death (‘We can easily kill you because
we are in an illegal situation already’
said the cops to Stefano Petrella, one
of the first prisoners to denounce the
systematic use of torture). A pistol is
held to the temple and its trigger pulled
in a macabre version of Russian Roul-
ette. Then the physical violations: all
prisoners testify to having received
kickings and punches immediately on
being arrested. Then come the crueller
tortures: the cigarettes stubbed out on
arms; the forced drinking of extremely
saline water, by litres, and always by
the same method — having been tied to
a table with the upper half of the body
hanging over the edge the prisoner is
force fed from above; kicking in the

continued on page 4
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No Nations! No Nukes

ONE year ago, American activists were
looking with envy at the massive resurg-
ence of the nuclear disarmament move-
ment in Europe and bemoaning the lack
of a similar protest movement in the US.
T'he march and rally for nuclear disarm-
ament held in New York on June 12th
has completely dispelled such gloomy out-
looks. The week’s activities broke all rec-
ords. The rally attracted over 500,000
and was the largest rally ever witnessed in
the US, larger than the Vietnam protests
of the late 60s and early 70s. The civil
disobedience blockades of the ‘nuclear
states’ resulted in over 1600 protesters
being arrested for ‘disorderly conduct’.
Anarchists from all over the US joined
in the protests under the NO Nations, No
Nukes banner. The groups’s activities
started with a flag ceremony outside the
UN building, to coincide with the opening
of the UN Special Session on Disarmament.
As a call to the people of all nations to
unite under the common banner of anar-
chy, bunches of national flags were cere-
moniously dyed black and, in opposition
to the existence of nation states and nat-
ional governments, handfuls of flags were
ignited and held aloft, while passersby
received leaflets explaining our ideas.
During the week, No Nations, No Nukes
attended the international Action Confer-

TORTURE
INITALY
continued from page 3

groin (Fornoni talks of ‘special pincers
which accomplish different degrees of
pressure on the testicles, with a risk of
castration.’); attempted strangulation
using various methods; mysterious in-
Jections; after day after day of such
treatment those arrested are taken be-
fore the magistrate and many written
evidences taken by the judiciary are
rich in descriptions of the terrible phys-
ical state of those detained.

The servile Italian press has sold out
to power and maintains a blackout on
these facts while the Communist Party
paper Unita simply speaks of ‘dramatic
interrogations’. To slam the practice of
torture and to denounce the Leftist parties
who support the murders is an imperative
for the whole movement, outside Italy as
well. It is necessary to smash the wall of
silence and complicity (omerta) and’ to
denounce this cynical and barbaric spiral.
To remain in the dark means to maintain
one’s complicity with the torturers.

AN ITINERANT ITALIAN

ence for Nuclear and General Disarma-
ment. Delegates from our group had the
opportunity of explaining in the work-
shops the need for the abolition of all
governments as the only realistic way that
global nuclear and general disarmament
can be achieved. Judging by sales of books
and pamphlets at our literature table, there
was a great deal of interest in anarchist
ideas.

The rally on Saturday June 12 was so
large that three separate contingents of
anarchists assembled in different parts of
the city, in order to maximise our pres-
ence. The largest of 150 assembled at
Tompkins Square on the Lower East Side
of New York, and, taking up the tradition
of anarchists at CND rallies in London,
took its own route up to the UN, where
perplexed rally ‘officials’ tried unsuccess-
fully to prevent our joining near the front
of the march.

With banners, flags and placards held
aloft, we danced and chanted our way
past the UN building and along the route
te Central Park. Hundreds of purple bal-
loons marked No Nations, No Nukes were
given out to children along the way. Thous-
ands of leaflets produced by NNNN and
the Libertarian Workers’ Group, and
hundreds of copies of the free anarchist
newspaper EMANCIPATION were distri-
buted.

The sight of an American flag led to
the chant ‘One, Two, Three, Four! Patriot-
ism leads to war!’; the bourgeoisie peering
from the all glass dining rooms of the many
swanky hotels ‘Eat the rich!’; a red flag
‘No bosses’ bombs, no workers’ bombs!’.
Without a doubt, the anarchists were the
most imaginative, colourful and vocal of
the myriad of groups present. Yet, to the
surprise of the media, there was not one
arrest made during the whole day. ‘Gentle
anarchy prevailed’, according to the New
York Times.

On the following Monday, the police
got their chance to make up for their
dismal showing at the march, when civil
disobedience groups attempted to disrupt
the normal work routine at the missions
of the ‘nuclear superpowers’. By bam
5,000 police were ready with barricades,
stretchers (to remove the sit-down pro-
testers) and a fleet of buses (to ship the
arrested to the police station). A record
1,600 were arrested, taken away and
charged with disorderly conduct and, on
submission of name, address and age,
promptly released. Many enterprising
people returned to be arrested a second
time. Several more enterprising anarchs
gave false names and addresses and then
burnt their summonses under the noses of
the police! Such ritualised civil disobed-
ience achieves little in the short term, but
hopefully the experience and personal
empowermert gained by the protesters
can be used to better effect in the future.

AF








































