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AROUND the world, a new generation of
all ages is now growing up amid d c,3,-;,0 ~-day
lessons of what Israel is all ahout. If Israel
fails to achieve its aims, it will not be for
want of trying. It will be for want of try-
ing the proper means. If Israel succeeds in
its aims, she will go down in history as a
modern nation born of genocide. Even
Hitler’s Third Reich failed to do that.

The recent massacre and mutiliation of
more than a thousand defenceless civilian
men, women and children in West Beirut’s
Palestinian refugee camps was Israel’s res-
ponsibility—whether directly or indirectly.
Even the cautious and conservative Foreign

Secretary, Francis Pym, has said as much.
The lessons to be drawn form Israel’s
behaviour, including its invasion of Leba-
non, are important and universal on at
st two levels. On one level, Israel’s
ige bellicosity and barbarism

ike at t:1 e heart of all humanity. We are
all attacked if any section of humanity—
whether Lebanese, Palestinian or some
other—is under attack. On another level,
particularly important for libertarians, is
the continued obscenity of abusing the
ends to justify the means.Israel as a people
was wronged in the past, Israel now feels
justified, even self-righteous, in wronging
the Palestinians as a people and anyone
else who stand in their way in, so they
say, trying to right that first wrong.

The implications of the crimes against
humanity performed on this second level
are enormous. Israel is able to play t}v
idiot game of political labelling in order
to justify its case and disqualify that of
its opponents: because Israel had been at-
tacked by authoritarian regimes in the
past, it thinks it cannot, by whatever
action it chooses to take, become an au-
thoritarian regime as well. Israel appears
to believe in this, and hopes that the rest
of the world will share this belief. But
frankly Israel doesn’t care; so long as it
can destroy all opposition to its claims

and control, Israel will have won its poh-
tical and moral (!) battles—in its eyes a
least. For Israel, might is right.

The principles that apply in the Middle
Eastern war apply equally to at least
three broader issues nearer home: class,
race and sex. What libertarians—and any-
one alse for that matter—can do with-an
appalling situation in the Lebanon or else-
where is to seize the cogency of the events
in order to re-examine critically our own
positions on these issues. Israel’s position
has been 1\ ed, initiaily and all along
at least ly, by a certain weight
ion that has broadly accepted
gument that because it had been sub-
ject to racial war in the past, it is justified
in waging a racial war in the present. This
kind of argument is generally accepted by
authoritarian communists and faseists,
and all shades of liberals and conservatives
in between, and practised by several of
them; but not by libertarians.

Similarly, libertarians do not accept
the orthodox left argument that bec
the working class has been contr
the past, itis the working class who should
control the revolution and the society
that comes afterwards. Any class that
comes to control a sociely, whatever its
original bark;gm:md only becomes the
new ruling class. If we are to create a class-
less society, the means to achieve it (eg,
re\f)lutm"”‘ participation) has to be a
classless one as well. The society that re-
sults must also be as free—ie, free of the
professional class of politicians

Facism is not simply a matter of white
against black. It is a matter of discrimina-
ting on the basis of race, between people
of anj-.' two (or more) races, or even bet-
ween persons of the same race. Discrimina-
tion in this sense is bigotry practi
against a particular person or group, some-
times ostensibly in favour of some other
person or and is distinct from
merely distinguishing between different
persons or grou Qu"}' discrimination

sative h is racism as is con

r it can be posit
,..f?m or ‘affirmati
1:;:!.,; to right wrong
..\ians on principle do not favour
racial or any o*uc‘ discrimination, fo:
even positive dis ination, which as
sumes that the ends justify thm means
can result in od.m,, methods and self
righteous attitudes similar toIsrael’s. Liber
tarians favour the transformation of the
very basis of existing society that makes
others seek positive discrimination, rather
than, as positive discrimination dm>q sim
ply modxfymg the surface symptoms of
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ON Monday 27th a further Oxford St 48
defendant appeaved to answer several
chaiges. These included assault, criminal
damage, threatening behaviour and obs-
truetion. The defendant was arrested while
trying to stop PC Nicholson of the SPG
from beating absolutely senseless a young
man. The PC was repeatedly hitting the
youth on the head with his truncheon
causing what a witness described as ‘mas-

| sive bleeding’.

Prior to the case smrtmg the defendant
made a statement outlining her political
beliefs, reasons for going on the march
and ending by refusing to recognize the
co urt. Accepting this as a ‘not guilty’ plea
case began. As seems to be the usua
the police evidence veered fi
lime to the ridiculous. A ‘civil
was also calied but must have suf-
fered a serious crisis of conscience beca
he disagreed with the police on just about

AL The defence was not subj
e problems and the ma

y at the time of the an
yone, including, most im-

, the magistrate. The verdict fin
uittal on all charges except
ion charge. For this a sentence
ks mprbonme" suspended,
nposed. So the defend ont left court
unhindered

From the 10 or so cases that have been
decided so far there have been mainly
condi discharges, bind-overs and
rather than outright fines. With the
few acquittals obtained as well, p,m-p@cts
ffr the rest of the 48 seem good. There
will be further reports as cases progress.
BRIQUE LEFLIC

Hional
sucl




loRAEL

such a society (eg, encouraging the state
to recruit more ethnic minorities into the
SAS).

Sexism is a term whose current popu-
larity is exceeded only by the extent to
which it is misused. Analogous to racism,
sexism is the policy or practice of discrimi-
nating on the basis of sex. Sexual chauvi-
nists indulge in negative sexual discrimina-
tion, and sexual egalitarians often pursue
positive sexual discrimination; each can
be adopted by either sex for or against
either sex. It is thus just as sexist to re-
strict participation in an activity to one
sex for one day of the week as it is to re-
strict participation in that same activity
to another sex for all the other days of.
the week. In a society of mixed sexes, it
is difficult if not impossible to discriminate
in favour of one sex without at the same
time also discriminating against the other
sex. The case for positive sexual discrimi-
nation has often been made, but the case
against, which is often at least as impor-
tant, is seldom if ever heard. It makes far
better sense to transform a society, or at
least those activities of a society, which
needlessly differentiates between the sexes
in asexual or non-sexual activity, than it
does simply to realiocate the artificial
limits to activity imposed on one sex or
another, in trying to redress an existing
imbalance.

Class, racial and sexual equalities have
to be achieved and preserved, and this is
best secured in the libertarian fashion by
removing those conditions, material or
moral, which allow for the creation of
those inequalities in the first place. This
can be done directly, and should be done
directly, ie, by direct action, without re-
course to bureaucratic procedure. The
personal is the political, and just as every
necessary personal action is necessarily a
political act, the most consistent political
acts begin with and are sustained by com-
mitted personal action. Organised group
activity may be necessary, but without
personal participation and responsibility,
such activity becomes an authoritarian
farce. Authoritarian means hold out the
promise of quick results, but the results
are unpredictable, and the solutions can
be as bad as or worse than the problems.

Replacing the rule of one class by the
rule of another makes a travesty of revo-
lution; racial oppression in particular can
be mutual—one form of racism does not
prevent or eradicate another, but is likely
to be self-defeating and both forms mu-
tually perpetuating; male chauvinism
demolishes what it seeks to preserve, and
female chauvinism legitimises what it seeks

to abolish—each form of sexual chauvi-
nism ‘balances’ the other, feeding off the
other, so that instead of one there are two
forms of chauvinism. The old proletariat
too easily becomes the new bourgeoisie,
the ‘cause’ of one ethnic group is no ans-
wer to the ‘cause’ of another, and mat-
riarchy is no substitute for patriarchy.
This is not an argument against the need
for struggle, but a statement on the need
for using different means to secure dif-
ferent ends. It is therefore an argument
for a proper struggle for genuine change.
All the states involved in military
manoeuvres in Lebanon share in some
measure the responsibility for the carnage
in West Beirut: Israel at least for allowing
and assisting the Christian Phalangist mili-
tia to move into the Chatilla-Sabra refugee
camps, as if it neither thought nor cared
that a mass slaughter would occur, and
the multinational forces, led by the US,
for withdrawing too soon as if they nei-
ther thought nor cared that an Israeli in-
vasion would follow. This demonstrates
the callousness of states in general, and
the intentions of Israel in particular. It
can in no way diminish the blame on Be-
ginite Israel, which as it happens did no
less than engineer events so as to show
that the Phalangists had their finger on
the trigger. In this instance, Israel stands
as a clear embodiment of the classic state
apparatus. The Third Reich failed to es-
tablish itself because there was too little
support and too much opposition from
the other nations. Will the nations of the

world now allow Israel this opportunity?

Israel does not have a right to exist
any more then Palestine or any other na-
tion has a ‘right’ to exist. God-given rights
are the invention of a fevered imagination.
But equally, when people live together in
communities and come together to form
nations, no one else has the right to deny
them that existence. The problem bound
up with Israel is the old one about the
ethnic nation: because there are those
who still see Jews as a personal threat and
a Jewish nation as an organised threat, so
Israel says, it is necessary for Jews to col-
laborate for personal protection and to
organise for national protection. Yet if
Jews did not see themselves as part of a
necessary state, with all the assertiveness
and pugnacity and violence that go with
it, there can be no grounds for expecting
others to seethem as part of a(threatening)
state,and thus no grounds for Jewish fears
of (retaliatory) persecution.

The whole Israeli argument is a tauto-
logy, with one or more forms of racism
being evoked ostensibly to counteract an-
other, and offence being given in the
name of defence being taken. No one can
or should stop anyone else from living as
a Jew, only from the formation of a state
likely to threaten others who are not Jews.
Our cause is not Israel’s, and Israel’s cause.
and methods, are not libertarian ones. This
cannot be said too often, even if nothing
else can be more obvious today.

GOVERNMENTS are very efficient at or-
ganising methods of killing people. They
are also very efficient at seeing that those
that own continue to own, and those that
control society continue to do so. They
are alsogood at persuading ordinary people
that they need governments to do every-
thing for them. In spite of the fact that
the provision of ordinary needs are very
inefficiently catered for, people still fall
for all this waffle and do not see that they
are quite capable of doing all these things
for themselves.

In Sheffield 17 to 19 September this
year, there was the annual meeting of the
National Federation of Housing Associa-
tions. Some of these Associations have
descended from the time when rapid in-
dustrialisation led to the growth of urban-
isation and all the social problems associ-
ated with it. Although there is still an ele-
ment of paternalism in the movement
there is also a growing amount of com-
munal living and self-help particularly
among the short-life groups. The disgrace
of empty houses in areas of dire housing
need led to the squatters movement which

BN

as it offended our property based society
led to some legalisation of occupation of
empty housing. The leaving of houses em-
pty has caused enormous damage to the
housing stock. When houses are left empty
they get dainp which causes dry rot and
when the houes are subsequently rehabili-
tated much more work has to be done.
The Housing Associations are both inde-
pendent of the private and public sector
but relv upon the Housing Corporation
for finance. The Housing Corporation of
course gefs its money from the govern-
ment which of course prefers to spend its
money sending things to the bottom of
the sea or up in the air. As the council
housing programme has been severely cur-
tailed, the Housing Associations are more
and more important in providing housing
at reasonable rent and for single people
for whom provision has been seriously
neglected.

The housing problem has been with us
a long time and it is an artificial problem.
There is no shortage of materials or buil-
ders. In 1919, the heroes did not come
home to homes fit for them and in 1946,




they squatted the army camps. An attempt
to supplement the housing for rent stock
was made after the first world war by
counci! house building, and more progres-
sive councils built detached houses with
large gardens, Others built blocks similar
to the Victorian charity housing for ‘the
deserving poor’. After the second world
war we had prefabs, a few still occupied
40 years after. The councils also builttower
blocks which were to become the new
slums of the 70s. The architects never lived

in the housing they paternalisticaily pro=

vided.

One of the factors that has caused the
shrinking of the housing stock for rent
has been the growth of owner oecupancy
which serves also the purpose of making
more dependency on the system. The
purchasing of more space by those that
can afford it makes it more difficult for
those that are only able to rent, also there
is through the tax system a heavy subsidy
on owner occupied housmg

The housing problem is a severe social
problem and is getting worse—the class
nature of society is clearly exposed in the
field of housing. The paternal nature of
housing provision, its.quality and the sub-
stand; ard accommodation provided for a
large section of the population can only
be solved by a fundamental change in so-
ciety. Like every sphere of huian need
housing has to be an activity in which
everybody has a say, those that live in the

‘housing andthosethat build. Some modern
“'@otifestic building is-appalling and the

financial aspect has interfered with build-
ing technique so that in the long run even
in narrow financial ferms it has proved
uneconomical. There are many more
people when the mystery of building
houses put there by the professionals is
swept away who are quite able to play an
active part in the planning, the building
and the maintenance of the places in which
they live.

ALAN ALBON

Reports

BENN GETS CUSTARD PIE

THERE was stunned disbelief at the Wales
TUC organised ‘Right to Work Raily’ in
Cardiff on Saturday when an anarchist
strolied from the crowd and hurled a cus-
tard pie at their diety on the stage—Tony
RBenn, It was almost worse than pieing the
Pope at the Vatican. So great was the
shock of the assembled Leftie hacks, that
our comrade was able to deliver a short
speech along the lines of ‘Fuck the Right
to Work’ before being personhandled away
by stewards. After this, and a brief finger-
wagging from the law, he made a hasty
exit from the scene of the outrage. . .which,
was just as well because by the time the
Lefties recovered consciousness, they
were looking annoyed. After this brief
highlight the pathetic rally droned on,
sending everyone back to sieep with its
‘No return to the 30’s’.. .‘Most reactionary
Tory government since. . .” garbage.

NO MILITARY MICROWAVES
RO T ¢ AT

‘MILITARY MICROWAVES’ is an exhibi-
tion being held from 20th to 22nd October
at the Cunard International Hotel, Ham-
mersmith, where electronics manufac-
turers will be showing off the microchips
that form the brains of many modern
weapons. These seemingly innocent cir-
cuits are as responsible for killing as the
shells and missiles that they guide to their
targets. Their production is big business,
as the presence of military electronics
firms among the top ten British exporters
shows. For short-term profit, these com-
panies are helping arm the world and so
put off the day when nonviolent means
are used to settle disputes.

Opposition to ‘Military Mtcrowaves is
being co-ordinated by people in London
Peace Action, the anti-militarist group.
We would especially like to hear from
people living or working in Hammersmith
who are interested in being involved.

If you want to find out more about
the arms trade, come to the Campaign
Against Arms Trade national meeting on
Saturday 25th September at St Francis of
Assisi Centre, Pottery Lane, London W14,
It’s open to all, and is a chance to learn
about anti-arms trade campaigning all
round the country. There will be a work-
shop to plan opposition to ‘Military
Microwaves’ taking place during the meet-
ing.

If you can’t get to the CAAT meeting
and can’t be in Hammersmith, don’t des-
pair! Write to us for information to base
your protest letters on:

CAAT, 5 Caledonian Rd, Kings Cross,

London N1

WILDCAT WILL BE BACK!










































