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-~ We urgently require to purchase item:s as illustrated below in any condition.
4. % We also require any old Barometers, Mechanical Money Boxes, pieces
. of Porcelain,:China; Pewter Plates, Furniture, -etc., in fact, anything which is
- old. Our Buyers will be pleased to call any time to value or buy. 2 :
‘ (We will also purchase any parts of CId’c,ks.TMu'sic:B,oxes‘ Mechanical Toys. etc.)

£2010£200 4,6 8
£30 to £250

£30t0 £200 Insets

£1510£85 O EiIe R0

£2t0 £20 £1510 £50 £5 to £25

.1 -1

‘Butlers’ Tray Musical box " £51t0 £60 S A
250 £30 £10 to £30 £10.t0 £200

~ The Jug & Bowl

AKWRIGHT STREET, NOTTINGHAM

5 NOTTINGHAM 864077



Nottingham’s independent monthly paper

NOTTINGHAM

Contents

Social or secret service? 3
On target 4
Merry-go-round 6
Up the steps i
Across the river 8
Community action: Nottingham 10
Know your rights 1
Festival Hall: the £5m blow-out 12
Friends and foes 14
Shop floor 15
Parish Pump 16
A not very public gallery 16
Theatre 18
Cinema 18
Soccer 19
Racing 19
Jazz 20
Rock 21
Eating out 22
Pubs 22
People's Centre directory 23
Small ads 23
Dates 24
Committee

"NOTTINGHAM VOICE" is published by
the Nottingham Voice Committee.

Publication Committee: Fred Broad,
Ian Cuthill, John Sheffield, Andrew
Sutherland, Teresa Woodcraft.

Information, contributions, critic-
isms, letters, etc. received at the
above address or 'phone number.
Callers-in welcome.

Note: "Nottingham Voice" is affil-
iated to the People's Centre, 33
Mansfield Road, Nottingham, but
should not be taken as representing
the opinion of the Centre, or other
affiliated organisations, or of any
other organisation.

Printed by The Chess Player Ltd,
Nottingham,

Number 15 - February 1975

People’s Centre, 33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham

Tel. Nottm 411227

Social or secret service?

INVASION OF PRIVACY HAS BEEN IN THE
news recently. Pained-looking bankers
have appeared on television murmuring
with distress about breaches of con-
fidence, dangers of undermining
clients' trust, etc. The cause of all
this polite horror is that the taxman
may in future want to know a little
more about private bank accounts.
Since the taxman already knows all
there is to know about the finances
of most of us (whether we are paid by
pre-taxed weekly wage packet or pre-
taxed monthly credit transfer) this
will only confirm our suspicions that,
as usual, the rich have been getting
away with more than everybody else.

The chances are, in fact, that the
further down the social ladder you
are, the less privacy you are getting
- and often some of the most dubious
invasions of your privacy will be

made with only your best interests at
heart. Or the interests of your child=-
ren, as shown by a document which has
recently come into our hands.

This is a memorandum which was circul-
ated on January 23rd to Area and
Divisional Directors of the Social
Services Department, with the heading
"Exchange of Information with the
Police regarding neglected children"”.
The memorandum, from the Director of
Social Services, says that, as from
1st February, "Headquarters will
inform the Chief Constable of all
children placed on Supervision Orders
e«es This will enable the Police to be
better informed about families and
children at risk in the community".

You might think this is merely a
sensible passing on of useful inform-
ation - but it's not quite as simple
as that. There's a trade-off, stated
in the next paragraph of the memoran=-
dum, which says: "The Police have
indicated that where children commit-
ted to care under the above heading
are likely to return home they would
be prepared to give us any inform-
ation, e.g. convictions about the
parents, which may assist the decis=
ion as to whether the child should be
returned.” The memorandum then goes
on to say that before any child is
returned home, even on a trial basis,

the Social Services will make enquir=-
ies of the Police.

It is clearly of interest to the
Social Services Department if, for
example, the father is in prison,
since the mother, as a temporary
single parent, may need support -~ but
surely a good social worker will know
this anyway, simply from visiting and
chatting to the family. It is also
relevant to know of convictions for
baby-battering - but the social
services would know about such con~
victions already. It is, however,
difficult to see what purpose would
be served by finding out about other
convictions, such as a driving
offence or petty theft, when deciding,
for example, whether a girl taken
into care as being in "moral danger"
should be returned home. And a lad in
care for truancy - would his mother's
conviction for shoplifting really be
relevant?

Underhand

This is a dubious use by the Social
Services Department of its access to
information and its position of
authority. Intelligent and conscient-
ious case-work should enable social
workers to discover the really relev-
ant information from their clients
without resorting to this backdoor,
underhand method which can only under-
mine the trust between social worker
and family.

The Younger Committee, which reported
on privacy in 1972, was precluded by
its terms of reference from comment-
ing on the use of information about
individuals by local authorities,
police, etc., and concentrated
instead on private credit agencies,
banks and similar organisations. In
view of these questionable develop-
ments in Nottingham, the long-awaited
Government White Paper on privacy,
expected this summer, will be sadly
inadequate if it does not contain pro-
posals for a general right of privacy
that applies to both public and
private sectors alike.



On target

AGONY COLUMN

THE EVENING POST HAS TAKEN RECENTLY
to publishing harrowing accounts of
various social problems (without,
incidentally, ever offering any very
penetrating analysis of the reasons
or the cure). A typical effort, on
the sad lot of the overburdened
social worker, brought this tongue~
in-cheek response from the objects
of the sympathy.

PROBLEMS ALL THE DAY

Heavy debts a burden on city social
workers

by Sam Smiles

THE SCRAWNY HAND MOVES across the
counter, knotted fingers grasp the
proffered £5 note. Her tobacco-
bleary eyes dimly accept yet another
contribution. Enid works in the
local branch of Ladbrokes and owing
to the run-down nature of the area
depends almost entirely upon the
financial support of the social work-
er from the sub-area office next
door. She is not the only one. The
same young man supports 121 other
creditors. The sad, the lonely, the
man from the loan shop next door.

IN THE RED

Bert is just one of 195 social
workers in Nottingham's 5% divisions.
He should be solvent. But like his
colleagues he has to cope with debts
beyond his means, mainly because his
travelling expenses for the last six
months have not arrived.

In theory he is supported by a
senior social worker; in fact that
senior has his own problems, and
Bert is left to face his problems
alone, and somewhere along the line
he has to help other people solve
theirs.

BROKEN KETTLE

Enid is the first call of the day,
just in time for the 2.30 at Haydock
Park. Bert's morning, which began at
10.30, has already been taken up
with coping with a hang-over and he
has to make his own coffee. The team

of 20 with whom Bert works depends
on one kettle and only three clerks.
In between cups, he has to deal with
his own clients, who have the "infur-
iating" habit of coming into the
office to see him. One distraught
woman complained that her son, who
is supervised by Bert, had just set
fire to the cat. "What can I do,"
says Bert. "I applied for a place in
a community home three months ago,
and since then he's done three
budgies and Mrs Jones' poodle from
next door. There's just nowhere
available."

STEAK & CHIPS

Lunch is a snatched four-course
meal in a run-~down Berni. Bert is
trying to foster community spirit in
the lounge bar so that he's never
without a pint. No one will listen
to him. It's discouraging. "I'll get
some leaflets printed outlining my
scheme," says Bert. "It's worth
another try."

ALONE

Next case is an old man who lives
all alone. "There's nothing wrong
with him," explains Bert, "But he's
good for a cup of tea, and I can
watch the race on his TV,"

Bert has to step gingerly past 33
full milk bottles, the contents of
which are going sour, and when he
does knock on the door, there is no
reply.

Bert marks him down for a visit
some time next week, and races home
to watch "Crown Court" in colour ...
his day is over.

- and was told that there was no law
covering this and that landlords
could charge what they liked. Even
the mention of Schedule 4, Gas Act
1972 (which specifically provides
for a meximum re-sale price) failed
to reverse this opinion.

The persistent volunteer then
phoned British Gas Headquarters in
London. The official there muttered
vaguely that he thought there was
something like that and finally
passed the enquirer on to the Legal
Department. They said that a leaflet
had been printed and was available
at all showrooms. Could the People's "
Centre contact their local showroom?
Attempts to find the telephone num-
ber of the Lower Parliament Street
showroom failed - it's ex-directory!

Once more the patient volunteer
rang 45555. They said they couldn't
really help but they would bear it
in mind for the future. The volun-
teer then took a trip in the rain to
ask in person for the leaflets.
After considerable discussion, three
leaflets were produced and reluctant-
ly handed over.

By way of contrast, the Electric-
ity Board sent all the relevant
information on the re-sale of elect-
ricity - including a batch of well-
produced leaflets = as a result of
one telephone call.

WHAT A GAS

or EMELEC ... 1 EMGAS ... 0O

THE SAGA OF THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE'S
attempt to find out the legal price
at which landlords could re-sell gas
to their tenants began last October.
A letter was sent to the EMGAS Lower
Parliament Street showrooms asking
for information and leaflets. There
was no reply. In December a PC volun-
teer decided to try again - this
time by phone. She phoned the only
number offered in the phone direct-
ory - 45555 (service and enquiries)

WE APOLOGISE TO OUR READERS FOR
an increase of 2p in the price
of Nottingham Voice, following a
further increase in size to 24
rages. It has been our long-
term policy to expand the paper
gradually as the means became
available - which means that
price rises are inevitable from
time to time to keep pace with
increased costs. We have always
tried to keep price increases
within reasonable limits, how-
ever: when the price first went
up to 4p, the paper contained
only 6 pages, while we are now
offering 24 pages for 8p. Sub-
scriptions will be honoured at
their original rate without
further charge.

BUREAU-CUT

LAST MONTH WE REPORTED THAT TEE NEW
Citizens Advice Bureau was intending
to spend £200 on its official open-
ing. We are pleased to hear that
this figure has now been dropped to
£20, on the insistence of the
People's Centre and NCCL represent-
atives on the CAB steering committee.

"But m'sieur, for £20 what do
you expect=-a Guildhall Banquet?"

CONTRACTED

RUMOUR HAS IT THAT CONSULTANTS AT
the General Hospital are "working to
contract" only as far as it suits
them - fewer patients, regular
coffee breaks and so on. The more
































































