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Quite a fair city
HAVE YOU NOTICED the pretty little
purple and yellow crocuses struggling
to survive amongst the broken paving making machines, old Raleigh motor-
stones and piles of rubbish in the demol- bikes and ancient cigarette rollers.
ition areas of Nottingham? Then once a year there's the three-

Perhaps notl But it is almost Spring, day binge of Goose Fair - it's a shame
and we thought we'd me_n_tion some of it's no longer held in the Market
the pleasant things about the City which Square as it was until nearly fifty
are so often taken for granted - in the years ago, but it is still one of the best
hope they won't all be knocked down, fairs in England, and the kids get time
screwed up, or otherwise dispensed off school for it - a welcome chink in
with begause of the misplaced hQw15 Qf the Education Authority's bureaucratic
local ratepayers or the self-aggrand- 8IóITl0lJfó-
isement of City Councillors! _ t1_f Y?Ud1ill<\']e Q/t0_U1"hP1eaÄUYóe?1m<>Ióe SOD?-

1s 1ca e , o ing am oes ave oneo
the best repertory theatres in the coun-

. try, as well as the faded glories of the
Enlightened Theatre Royal with its dizzy ascent to

- the gods. And there's the Festival, of
ll ' ô ' llPOP example. the cw has E33???-$53ifiýeniiýýaterttinfti>

been much improved t?y,pedeStpianiSai" no rival to Edinburgh but still puttingion (oneof the Council s more enl1ghten- On some highly enjoyable events _ late_
ed PÁ11Á1e5.)= *'=óññ9ñgñ some people may night steel band concerts on warm even-not be getting their money's worth - - W 11- t c- f 1 _
because they take the free buses across mgs In e mg on wcusô or examp e
the city (another trail-blazing innovat-
ion to be defended at all costs). Catch
the 88 and you can get off in the Market Chari-tab|e
Square: feed the pigeons, listen to the
odd orator on his soap-box, or just sit
around - in the sun sometimes. Go on /L\l1Oih@Iñ Once-3-yea!ó event 15 me

the outhouses is a fascinating record of
Nottingham ós industrial past - lace-

to Fletcher Gate and you can take a studentsó Karnival. Unlike many cities,
wander in the I_,aQe ]\/jafket, which 15 Nottingham seems to really appreciate
just about holding its own against a the effort.s of its students, and a lot of
multi-storey car park and proposals for hard cash flows into the charitable
a Festival Hall. Or you can catch the coffers - last year Nottingham students
77 round to Sneinton Market on a Mon- collected more money than any other
day or Saturday and see what bargains Rag in England, and their rag magazine
you can find. holds a world sales record. (What a

Nottingham may have the dubious dis- pity, incidentally, that this year's rag
tinction of being further from the sea organisers found local firms so unhelp-
than almost any other place in England, ful when it came to donating or lending
but it is surprisingly easy to get out equipment.)
into the countryside for a picnic - say Perhaps the (self-conferred) title
in Cotgrave Woods. Or if that's too far, "Queen of the Midlands" was always a
lovers of the great outdoors can always little conceited - though not as extrav-
promenade along the Embankment or agant as some other descriptions found
paddle their own canoes down the Trent in the media from time to time, "Paris
(and, rather more difficult, paddle them of the North" (1) and "City Of 510" (the
back up aga1n)_ News of the World, of course!) being

There's also Wollaton Park, with its the most tantalising.
Elizabethan Hall stuffed with stuffed Well, naughty and Parisian it may not
animals, and its live deer and cattle in be - but N0fôEiþQl'lE1m 15 Still quite B
the park outside. And the museum in pleasant place to live in!
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FAIR JUDGE

IT IS NICE FOR ONCE to be able to pat
the Courts on the back. We are always
being advised to bring our own cases,
but so often the strange rituals and pro-
cedures of the law put us off. In Feb-
ruary, however, Judge Heald in the
Nottingham County Court ensured that
at least four people felt that justice had
been done.

In Paragon Investments v. Newbury
and Persons Unknown, a landlord
broughtproceedings to evict four squat-
ters. Although they had legal advice,
they presented their own case, which
turned on a technical point of law.
Judge Heald gave them a very fair hear-
ing (although he refused to be drawn
into the ethics of squatting), and decid-
ed in their favour on the point of law.
He also seemed to be enjoying the pro-
ceedings more than the average day in
court. Other potential litigants in
person should take heart. It seems
that, if you have a case, are capable of
putting it over, and treat the judge
courteously, you will get a very fair
hearing in Nottingham.
(Incidentally, the legal point was that
the landlord was using the special anti-
squatter procedure, but had not tried to
find out who was in the house, and did
not follow the correct procedures. The
judge held that this made the application
invalid against all the squatters, includ-
ing those actually named in the summons.)

UP IN ARMS

Dear Sir ,
In your January edition of "Nottingham
Voice" your columnist Chris Holmes,
resident Beer expert, wrote a piece on
the Vernon Arms. Perhaps you may be
interested in further information about
this public house relating to its treat-
ment of customers .

On Saturday night, February 1st,
approximately 15 people were drinking
there prior to moving on to a party near-
by. (The party holder being a "regular".)
The party were spending quite a lot of
money, but nobody was in any way intox-
icated, nor did anyone conduct them-
selves in a manner likely to cause any
embarrassment to those present. How-
ever, the landlord found reason to
complain about stools from one table form-

ing a link with the adjacent table, and
about one lady ós coat being on the floor
next to her stool. (ñYou're not making
this place look like a doss house" .)
His request to members of the group to
move themselves and their stools was, to
say the least, less than courteous. This
prompted a friend of mine to ask the land
lord to extend the common courtesies to
his customers in the form of either
"excuse me", "please", or "thank you".
This request prompted action from the
landlord, who, after threatening (and I
quote verbatim), "I'll take you outside
and kick your fucking head in" , threw
out my friend and myself. (Nothing phys-
ical, he just ordered us to leave.) The
rest of the group, including several who
formerly drank there regularly, to their
credit, then walked out in protest.

I am since led to believe that ours was
not an isolated incident, and that sever-
al people have managed to get "on the
wrong side" of the landlord, including an
Asian gentleman who felt he was being
overlooked at the bar. I would certainly
recommend that this is a pub to miss,
and that potential clients look for an
alternative .
Yours getting it off my chest,
John Coyne,
5 Lenton House,
27 Lenton Road,
The Park,
Nottingham.
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FESTIVAL HALL

ANYONE WHO OBJECTS to the City
Council ós plans for a Festival Hall in
the Lace Market has a chance to do
something now! The Council is about to
submit the Compulsory Purchase Order
for the Warser Gate site to the Secret-
ary of State for the Environment. You
can see a copy of the order and a map
at the Office of the City Secretary and
Solicitor, The Guildhall, South Sher-
wood Street (opposite the Central Lib-
rary). More important, whether you
see the plans or not, you can make an
objection by writing to the Regional
Controller, Department of the Environ-
ment, Cranbrook House, Cranbrook
Street, Nottingham before the 30th
March 1975, stating the grounds for
your objection.

If you óre not certain on what grounds
to object, take a careful look at our
centre-page feature in last month ós
issue. Remember - the Council owns
plenty of land all over the City, includ-
mg large vacant sites in the Lace Mar-
ket itself, yet plans to fork out around
Ã1 ,000,000 to acquire the Warser Gate
site. The scheme will destroy a
sizable chunk of the Lace Market Con-
servation Area, and will put the City in

debt to the tune of well over the estimat-
ed Ã5,000,000. And all this in a time
of economic restraint, increased rate
bills, and a problem of homelessness
reaching crisis proportions!

SHOP FRONT?
THE SHOP WHICH HOUSES the Advice
Centre run by MATAR (the Meadows
Tenants Association) has undergone a
change of status as far as the Planning
Department is concerned. The land use
marked for the shop at 63 Wilford Road
was originally as commercial premises.
However, it's been known for some
time that MATAR is unpopular with the
Council. This is possibly a result of
the Court action which they brought
against the Council over repairs to a
house, or possibly because they had the
nerve to put up a candidate against the
Labour Party in a local by-election.
Either way, the Planning Department
now has the land use of 63 Wilford Road
marked as the headquarters of a
"political party". Not, of course, that
MATAR is a political party (it '5 a
tenants association).

LABOUR POINTS

HERE IS THE LATEST bulletin on
Nottingham Labour Party (readers with
an unpolitical disposition may skip this
sectioni): the patient has had a restless
month; his condition is still critical;
the symptoms may vary slightly but the
disease is much the same.

The most sensational development is
the mysterious disappearance of Dennis
Carroll, junior apprentice in Jack
Dunnett ós East Nottingham set-up and
sometimes -councillor for Bridge ó~è.-óCard.
Following last month's news of absentee
Clifton councillor David Brailsford
(even the "Arrow" couldn't dig up a
photo for "Down Your Ward 's" visit
to Clifton this month), Dennis ós
absence could pose a few problems.
The mystery first came to light when the
February 16th meeting of Market Ward
Labour Party, of which Dennis is ward
Secretary, had to be abandoned because
he failed to turn up. Where is he?
Nell, he packed in his job with the
City's north-west area social work
team at the end of last year, and it
could even be that his search for a new
job has taken him as far as Swansea!

Other developments have been less
surprising. What a pity Ladbrokes
didn't run a book on the East Notting
ham Constituency Labour Party elect-
ions - we'd have won a packet if the
odds hadn ót been so short. By a truly
marvellous coincidence all the runners
we tipped in our last edition were
winners. Especially notable was the
victory of favourite for the Secretary
Stakes, old nag Betty Higgins, who
romped home with a massive lead of 24
lengths - a creditable performance,
and even better than stable mate Peter
Burgess, the self-styled Urban Gorilla,
winner of the joint honours in the Vice
Chairmen ós Cup.

Finally, political prediction time
again - in this case the forthcoming
City Council meeting on April 7th, when
the Labour Group reveals its plans of
"who sits where" on the different Coun-
cil Committees during 1975-6. Unsur-
prisingly, the "happy band of brothers",
comrades Carroll, Littlewood, Maynard,



Burgess and Higgins, perform a few
skilful side-shuffles to tighten their
grip on key committees, while gravy-
train passenger Charlie Butler (usually
in a sleeper) will doze his time away on
Policy and Planning.

Up-and-coming youngster Bob Birch
(watch this lad, he has rapidly grasped
on which side his bread is buttered)
adds Land Sub to Planning - from which
latter committee baby-faced rebel
Stephen Evans has been removed (sur-
prise, surprisel). Another candidate
for the chop from the Planning Commit-
tee is Stanley Baker, councillor for
Portland Ward. Coun. Baker is
thought "overworked" by the Labour
Group. No doubt this "overwork"
results from his strenuous efforts to
avert the purchase by the City Council
of newly-built private houses on the
Hollydene Estate, Cinderhill. Tough
luck, Stanley - you stepped too far out
of the party line!

LOST POST

AN ADVERTISEMENT appeared in the
national press towards the end of last
year offering the post of Urban Environ
mental Officer, to be employed by the
Nottingham Council for Voluntary Ser-
vice and paid for by the Department of
the Environment. There were two
other posts, one in Birmingham and one
in Loughborough. One of the jobs of
the Officer was to support local commun
ity groups who were seeking solutions
to local environmental problems.

Those foolhardy enough to apply for
this job received for their pains a
lett.er from the CVS which informed
them that "Owing to circumstances
beyond our control, we regret that we

THANKS!

READERS SHOULD have noticed
a distinct improvement in the look
of Nottingham Voice this month.
Thanks to the generosity of the
Nottingham University Studentsó
Charities Appeal, we have been
able to purchase a posh electric
typewriter with a more readable
typeface.
More important, the Appeal Commit-
tee also gave Ã3,000 (the largest
single donation) to the People's
Centre, which guarantees the
Centre's immediate future in spite
of the refusal of the Labour-
controlled local authorities (City
and County) to contribute one penny
towards its excellent work.
The cheques were handed over at a
ceremony in the Portland Building
on Wednesday, March 5th. Ironic-
ally, the presentation was made by

- a member of the local Labour
establishment, Sheriff of Notting-
ham Len Squires, who was thus
able to make a small reparation for
his party ós meanness.
Incidentally, a report reached us
some months ago that Councillor
Squires once demonstrated his
admiration for Grass Roots (as we
then were) by publically tearing up
a copy which was being passed
round a pub! Well - at least he
didn't tear up our cheque!
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Shock revelations at the Classic last month t

are unable to proceed with this appoint-
ment at the present time".

The "circumstances beyond our con-
trol" are believed to be none other than
City Council leader, "big daddy" John
Carroll, who felt that he was in a better
position than the government to decide
how the D.o.E. spent its money. The
appropriately named Mr Organ of the
D.o. E. had said that the Department
could not proceed with the appointment
without local authority support, and
promptly backed down when Councillor
Carroll refused to give the City Coun-
cil's blessing to the project.

Not a peep has been heard from the
CVS, from the supposed "support"
committee which was set up to supervise
the post, from the D.o.E. , or indeed
from anyone. Meanwhile, the other two
appointments are going ahead as plan-
ned - presumably because Loughbor-
ough and Birmingham don't have Coun-
cil leaders who are so paranoid that
they see militants under every commun-
ity work appointment.

PUZZLER
THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE recently
received the following letter:
Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the residents
of Harlaxton Drive, Lenton, please '
could you ask the Housing Department
or the Social Services as to why num-
ber 112 at Harlaxton Drive has been
empty for close on twenty years - a
house that would so easily house either
a family or be used for flats. The
house is not up for sale and has been
allowed to lie empty in spite of the pres-
ent situation in regard to homeless
people. Can your organisation look into
this at number 112?

Harlaxton Drive Residents.

The residents are not quite right. The
house has been empty for 11% years,
that is since August 1963. The problem
is that no-one seems to know who the
owner is. The "Voice" suggests that
the quickest way of finding the owner is

for a group of squatters to move in. In
fact, had squatters moved in when the
house first became vacant they would be
in the happy position of claiming poss-
ession this August, since this becomes
legally possible if the owner does not:
dispute possession for twelve years.

The People's Centre wrote to the
Housing Department on behalf of the
residents and was told by the Director
of Housing: "I would suggest you con-
tact the owner as to why the house has
been vacant all this time" . We can't do
that since we don't know who the owner
is. So we are offering as a prize a
year's subscription to the Voice for
the first correct solution to the puzzle
- who owns 112 Harlaxton Driveô?

PLANNING AHEAD

READERS OF THIS PAPER last Sep-
tember may recall our concern for the
future of the south end of Bridlesmith
Gate, a pleasant thoroughfare threaten-
ed by the acquisitive urges of Cox
Industrial Estates Ltd. Cox are an
expanding local concern who thrive on a
keen eye for vulnerable bits of old
Nottingham which are "ripe for redevel-
opment" . Rumour suggests that the
City Planning Committee is on the verge
of a sell-out. A meeting on March 6th
in Barker's Coffee House (a building of
some interest to conservationists) may
or may not have convinced the Commit-
tee of the virtues of preservation.
What is certain is that the proliferation
of Cox "acquired" notices in this area
does not represent a love of quaint old
buildings- Watch for future develop-
mentsl

oBrruAnY
Peter, 35 years. Saturday, 22nd Feb-
ruary, 1975.
Peter was run over by a bus on Mans-
field Road. The real killer was the
drug alcohol. Much of the responsibil-
ity for his death lies with a society
which elects governments who permit
alcohol to be brewed and sold under








































