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2 . COMMENTARY________________._.___________-_----ð
Nottingham enters the 21st century
 

IF SPRUCING UP old buildings is a
reliable economic indicator, then
Nottingham is in the middle of a
boom. There is a major article
to be written about developments
in the city centre, and this
isn't it, but a quick check shows
the following buildings, old and
new, under scaffolding: High Pave-
ment Chapel, the Cathedral, the
Elite, Horneós on Long Row, the
Thurland Hall Hotel on Pelham
Street, Commercial House and the
National Westminster Bank on
Thurland Street, Collierós on
Lister Gate, the Queen's Hotel on
Arkwright Street (opposite the
Midland Station), and City Build-
ings (Redmayne and Todd etc.) on
Carrington Street.

Nor is this the only cosmetic
activity - there are major land-
scaping schemes on Castle Road
and Maid Marian Way and in the
01a Market Square (a Ã600,000
scheme just starting), and com-
plete refits of the old Queen
Street Post Office, Exchange
Arcade, Yatesós Wine Lodge (a
órestoration'), the Classic
Cinema (a ómedievaló restaurant),
and the former Woolworthós on
ôLister Gate. Add the redevelop-
ment of the Central Market site
(see page T) and, further out,
the conversion of Turneys'
leather works at Trent Bridge
.into luxury flats, and clearly
something is on the move.

It's pleasant, of course, to
see the geological strata of soot
stripped down to their Victorian
levels and new uses found for old
buildings. The look of the city
centre has improved dramatically
over the last few years. But why
so much spent on the centre, a
great deal of it on appearances,
when areas further out have more
fundamental problems? Isn't it
like splashing out on a flash new
tie when the shoes are falling
off your feet?

There are several answers.
One is that some cf the money

is earmarked by the Department of
the Environment for specific pur-
poses, like óOperation Clean-Upó,
and cannot be hijacked for A
council house repairs and filling
holes in the road.

Another answer is that money
ig being spent on the suburbs,
though not nearly enough (the
Maid Marian Way and Old Market
Square schemes have come in for
particular criticism as money .
better spent elsewhere).

A third answer, by the city
council especially, is that they
would like to spend more, but the
government won't let them.

A fourth answer is that the
schemes all help the service
sector of the economy, which is
seen as vital to Nottinghamós
future as a regional capital.

And a fifth answer is that
they reflect the city's increas-
.ing comitment to the tourist and
conference industries, where
appearances can count for every-
thing.

Few people in the city perhaps
:realise how serious this commit-
ment is. It explains, for
example, why normal planning con-
siderations were sidestepped for
the new Royal Hotel. So eager,
were the city council to secure
this vital link with their new
Royal Centre that, despite angry
protests from the Civic Society
and others, the scheme was approv-
-ed in record time and the develop-
rers given a more or less free
%hand. The resulting building
serves its purpose well enough,
but is a barbarous addition to
the townscape - outside, a glitzy
;entrance among a random litter of
;glass, brick and concrete; inside,
potted palms and pretension.

But the development of the
óRoyal Centre as a conference com-
_plex is a fulcrum of the city
centre enterprise, and, whether
or not the local citizenry is
impressed, the outside world
certainly is.

= óThe new standard of competit-
:iveness which other conference
destinations now have to match,ó
says Municipal Journal (one of
the most influential local govern-
ment periodicals). óThe Royal
Centre ... has transformed
Nottingham's status as a.meetings
destination ... Technically, the
Royal Centre is labelled State of
the Art ... It is very much a
Space-Age sell and helps set new
standards in the market ...

óThe keynote to the centre is
its flexibility - the 2,500-seat
auditorium can host a huge range
of events from ballet to heavy
rock, industrial theatre, product
launches, plus, of course, the
whole spectrum of conferences
from serious-minded association
events to the hyped-up razzmatazz
of the corporate binge ...ó

(Admit it - you thought it was
just a concert hall!)

óOne example ... has been the
growing market for major business
events in the city, including .
spectacular product launches,
dealer getðtogethers and sales
conferences. Given the "futurist-
ic" facilities of the centre, the
so-called "industrial theatre",
using high-technology lighting,

_ - - ;---|| -.-:1 - :':n!'.Â4:c\I!\-1wIilI!FlllW1l>llJ\I=\I!"ÄÂ'@I'.!l\IlIIl7II

including lasers, has been easy
to stage. Recently the bicycle
people, Raleigh, spent half-a-
million pounds on four separate
launches to audiences of 450
delegates at a time - their
European retailers.ó

So there is more to the city
centre clean-up than window dress-
ing. Let's hope the old and rot-
ting suburbs can keep up with the
gleaming Space-Age centre. For,
according to Municipal Journal,
óNottingham ... is acquiring some-
thing of the imagery of the 21st
century: scientific, businesslike
and hard-working.ó

Clever chap, foreseeing so
clearly, if dispiritingly, what
the next century will be like. As
Lincoln Steffens nearly said, óI
have seen the future, and it's
hard-working.'l

Special people
FUR THE BENEFIT of anyone not
entirely reassured by the House
of Commons select committee's
whitewash of the Special Branch,
the Times ran a profile of the
Metropolitan section of the
Branch (379 strong at the last
count). The article did not say
how far it applied to provincial
forces, but we were obviously
meant to be impressed by the high
calibre of recruits in London.

óLiteracy,ó it said, óis
regarded as a prerequisite for
the job.ó (According to the
Concise Oxford Dictionary, liter-
acy is óthe ability to read and
writeó. Is the Times trying to
tell us something about the rest
of the police force?)

Other conditions are more '
demanding. óApplicants are
positively vetted by a Home
Office unit and face a written
examination plus interview. The
examination tests general know-
ledge - to the standard of a
quality newspaper reader - vocab-
ulary and comprehension.

óOne recent exam paper, com-
prising 20 sections, asked the
meaning of initials such as WHO
and Cohse; what sport is played
at the Orange Bowl; what was
Erica Hess noted for; the connect-
ion between a series of words
including "argent" and "gules"

continued on page T

NOTTINGHAM EXTRA is written &:
published by John Sheffield,
2 Weston Avenue, Mount Hooton
Road, Nottingham.



3 IVIEDIA1
A new popular paper for the left

HAVE YOU EVER wished there was a
good left-wing national newspaper?
would you like to help set one up
and have a say in how it's run
and what goes in it? Well, now's
your chancel The first issue of
a popular leftðwing weekly, News
on Sunday, will appear in October
1986 and anyone interested is
invited to join in.

Details were given by two
members of the paper's steering
group to a hastily assembled meet-
ing in Nottingham on June 4th. It
was agreed that other local
people would want to be involved,
and so an inaugural meeting for a
Nottingham support group was
arranged. This will be held
upstairs at Faginós, Goldsmith
Street, on June 18th at 7.50 p.m.
It will be followed on June 29th
by an open meeting in Manchester
where the aim will be to set up a
formal structure for regional
support groups.

Plans for the paper are
already well advanced, but the
meeting was assured that organis-
ation, format and content have
not yet been finalised. There are
still plenty of opportunities to
influence the end product, and
very active regional support
groups in Manchester, Liverpool
and Glasgow are already doing
just that.

The idea started with a small,
London-based group, and has now
developed to the point where
óliterally hundredsó are involved
all over the country. Nor is it
simply a left-wing pipe dream.
Active support from a number of
óbig namesó has ensured a flow of
funds from trade unions, the
Greater London Enterprise Board,
and sympathetic local authorities
like Sheffield and Manchester
City Councils.

A key figure has been Clive
Thornton, ex chairman of the
Abbey National Building Society
and Mirror Group Newspapers.
Thornton had exciting plans for
separating the Mirror from its
parent company, Reed International,
and transforming it intoa.radical
and democraticallyznuipaper. Then
Reed sold out suddenly to Robert
Maxwell. Thornton's enthusiasm
for the new paper has helped con-
vince sceptics and unlocked
-various sources of capital.

A Ã70,000 feasibility study is
under way. In the next two months,
15,000 copies of a full-scale
dummy issue will be produced to
show to supporters, distributors
and advertisers. Intensive market
research has revealed a potential
readership of at least 400,000

(in some projections as high as a
million).

The audience aimed for is in
the middle of the market, and if
the title News on Sunday sounds
half familiar, so it should: the
researchers think they've found a
left-wing, Mail-on-Sunday-shaped
gap somewhere between the Sunday
Times and the Sunday Mirror -
thousands of people with no
Sunday paper which reflects their
interests.

The paper will be a 55p
tabloid of 56 pages with about 10
pages of advertising. There will
be a colour supplement, and also
colour on the main pages. To keep
costs down, surplus capacity of
existing presses and distribution
networks will be used. There will
be no union-busting new technol-
ogy. Agreements will be negotiat-
ed with the NUJ and print unions,
though minimum rather than Fleet
Street rates will be paid. As
well as employing established
journalists, News on Sunday
expects talent to come up through
the regional support groups, and
for unqualified journalists taken
on to the national staff, a post
entry closed shop will be negoti-
ated - i.e. they will join the
union and receive professional
_training.

Estimates are that the paper
will cost Ã4% million to launch
and will break even in its second
year. Ã1% million advertising
revenue is predicted in the first
year, based on 18% advertising
space (compared with 55% in exist-
ing papers). Advertising will è
present some ethical problems.
Much of the initial revenue will
come from cigarette and drink
manufacturers because they
óadvertise with anyoneó, regard-

less of political opinion. How-
ever, stories will definitely not
be spiked because they offend a
major advertiser.

But getting enough advertising
will be a problem. Circulation is
too low to attract advertisers
looking for cheap rates and mass
markets, but there are possibili-
ties in more specialised markets,
with regional editions and
appeals to special interest
groups. The Guardian's media and
education supplements were quoted.

Advertising agencies have been
discouraging, believing their
clients will not patronise a left-
wing newspaper. But research
shows that, approached directly,
advertisers themselves are often
more favourable. Direct sales are
also being considered ð i.e. sell-

ing goods through the paper at a
discount price.

Subsidy from trade unions was
rejected, not because the unions
were unwilling but because of
fears about editorial independ-
ence. The McCarthy report (on the
feasibility of setting up a left-
wing newspaper) had found that
readers would be put off in
droves if they thought the paper
was controlled by the unions.
McCarthy also plumped for a week-
ly paper because of the prohibit-
ive cost of launching a new
national daily.

Unions will put money into the
paper, but on the same basis as
banks and other investors. To
avoid another Maxwell, control of
the paper will be split three
ways. One third of the votes will
go to the staff, one third to
investors, and one third to
ófounding subscribersó - support-
ers who donate Ã1,000 either
individually or in groups. Optim-
istically, perhaps, 1,000 of
these donations are hoped for.
Unlike the investors, founding
subscribers will not receive any
dividend. The donation will
simply buy a voice in the running
of the paper.

There will be an editor, but
working within a democratic frame-
work, as yet unformulated. The
paper will also differ from Fleet
Street rivals in its news values.
Instead of conventional trivia
and reliance on agency reports,
there will be serious news and
analysis of the realities behind
the news - where the power lies
which shapes the events.

Great stress is being placed
on contributions from regional
support groups who, it is hoped,
will feed in fresh, original
stories of a kind rarely seen in
the existing press.

But News on Sunday will be a
genuine popular paper. The compar-
ison with the Mail on Sunday is a
very real one in terms of appear-
ance and market appeal. Its touch
will be light and it will not be
exclusively political. Gardening
columns, crosswords and horoscopes
are among the possibilities being
studied. Suggestions and offers
to write columns are welcome.

The project is run at present
by a national executivecdTfifteen
people, programmed to self-
destruct next April when the
serious business of publishing
the paper begins. Thepreciseform
everything will take is still
being discussed - so if you want
to be involved, get along to the
meetings on June 18th and 29thIl

 ô



4  POLITICS
A good day for l\/lr Brandon-Bravo

SHOULD MPs SLAG OFF their constit-
uencies in Parliament just to
make a handy party political
point - or do they have a general
responsibility to the area they
represent, independently of party
affiliation?

The voters of Nottingham South
might well put these questions to
their MP, Martin Brandon-Bravo,
who in recent weeks has hardly
enhanced the city's reputation.

Mr Brandon-Bravo was a member
of the Commons Standing Committee
on tho Transport Bill - the Bill
which will open all bus services
to competition and privatise City
Transport.Mr Brandon_Bravo ve much But nationally and internation-TY
approves of this. He thinks that,
when the Tories were in power in
Nottingham, City Transport was
well run on sound commercial
lines, but whenever Labour has
been in office, it has been run
politically and therefore badly.
 

Unfortunately, he has been

lilac leopards schemeó (heaven
knows what members of the
Committee thought it meant) and
to blame it on the City Council.

As for infamy, the Zone and
Collar was naturally unpopular
with local motorists, egged on by
a virulent campaign in the
Evening Post, which knows a good
populist cause when it sees one
and accompanied each knocking
report with a special logo show-
ing a car bursting to freedom
through a collar.

ally its reputation was very
different. It was seen as a
valuable and imaginative attempt
to halt the devastation of cities
by motor traffic. Visitors came_
from all over the world to study
it, even after it was abandoned.
It is still regarded as a worth-
while experiment - and as traffic
continues to increase, its day
may yet come (accelerated, ironic-
ally, by the present Bill, which

hard pressed to find any evidence ówill almost certainly force more
for this, so he has had to be a
little creative. It is worth
looking at his efforts in some
detail, if only as an example of
what MPs get up to when they
think people back home aren't
looking (Standing Committee pro-
ceedings are rarely reported in
the local press).

In the April 25th session of
the Transport Committee, Mr
Brandon-Bravo saddled Labour-
controlled City Transport with
complete responsibility for what,
as he put it, óbecame known
nationally and internationally as
the infamous zone and collar
lilac leopards schemeó.

He continued: óIt lost Notting-
ham city council some Ã800,000,
which was a lot of money in the
early 1970s. The Bill seeks to
ensure that such mismanagement
never occurs again.ó

Now, as it happens, hardly a
word of this is true.

The Zone and Collar traffic
control scheme was run by the
Countv Council, which, as Mr
Brandon-Bravo surely knows, is
responsible for traffic manage-
ment in the city. The Lilac
Leopard ópark and rideó buses
were a minor part of the scheme,
operated, it is true, by City
Transport, but only under
contract to the County Council.

So it is semi-literate
nonsense to describe the whole
scheme as the ózone and collar

people off buses and into cars as
public transport deteriorates).

As for cost, according to the
definitive report on the Zone and
Collar by the government's Trans-
port and Road Research Laboratory,
the scheme cost not Ã800,000 but
Ã400,000 - none of it paid by the
City Council.

But this wasn't the end of Mr
Brandon-Bravoós work in committee
that day. Seemingly, he was hell-
bent on proving that Nottingham
is an eccentric city run by loony
lefties who must at all costs be
curbed by the Transport Bill. In
case anyone still thought it was
a fairly normal place run by a
Labour council who differed from
Mr Brandon-Bravo politically but
were otherwise unremarkable, he
recounted the following little
anecdote:

óAlthough my authority does
not have the reputation of being
one of the lunatic fringe, I must
tell my right hon. Friend [Nichol-
as Ridley Secretary of State for
Transport7 so that colleagues
know that there are lunatic
Labour-controlled authorities,
that our budget was delayed by a
month because one Labour council-
lor held sway - there is a
majority of one only - and would
not pass the budget because the
authority would not provide him

with a gay and Lesbian club in
Nottingham. This is the lunacy
of local government today ...ó

The óLabour councilloró was,
of course, Cllr Richard McCance,
the only openly gay member of the
City Council. Nicholas Ridley,
chief architect of the Transport
Bill, was naturally delighted to
give Mr Brandon-Bravoós tale a
further twist, referring with
evident relish to óproper moneysó
being óinvested in buses and not
in gay and Lesbian clubsó.

And so this travesty of
Nottingham politics was written
into the parliamentary record.

For, as Mr Brandon-Bravo knows
(he is a veteran member of the
City Council, hence the credence
given in parliament to his state-
ments about Nottingham), the
crisis over the city's budget
last year was caused as much by
the sudden death of the Lord
Mayor, Labour councillor Arthur
Wright, as by the opposition of
Cllr McCance. Furthermore, as Mr
Brandon-Bravo again knows perfect-
ly well, Cllr McCanceós hostility
to the budget was nothing to do
;with gay and lesbian clubs. He
voted against it because it was a
ócutsó budget which he believed
was contrary to the policy of the
city Labour Party. His opposition
was on a point of political
principle.

So Cllr McCanceós mini rebel-
lion loomed large in parliament
as a major threat to the proper
conduct of the nation's municipal
transport undertakings. And
because no one on the comittee
but Mr Brandon-Bravo knew any-
thing about Nottingham politics,
he got away with it. ,

Not only got away with it, but
was thanked for it! A
 

Said David Mitchell, who was
steering the Bill through commit-
tee, óI am grateful to my hon.
Friend who, as usual brings to
the attention of the Committee
his intimate knowledge of what is
happening on the ground. It is
of great value to us.ó

Indeed it is! And no doubt it
does Mr Brandon-Bravoós political
career no great harm, either -
though rarely can such undeserved
praise have been heaped on such
mischievous and misleading non-
sense.

So a good day for Mr Brandon-
Bravo, but not such a good day
for Nottingham ð for its reputat-
ion or for the future of its
public transport services.O
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Youth unemployment -- the free market collapses
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HOW WORRIED SHOULD we be about
youth unemployment? Very worried
according to a recent report,
óYouth Unemployment in Nottingham
shireó, by Dr Daniel Lawrence,
Senior Lecturer at the University
Department of Sociology, and
Veronica OóCallaghan. Funded by
the University and the County
Council, the report collates
information from various sources

from October 1978 to October 1984
and gives the first comprehensive
'view of how serious the position
is and the effectiveness of
measures to improve it.

Though cautious about inter-
preting the statistics, the
report ooncludes that the number
of 16-19 year olds óseeking
permanent workó in Nottingham-
shire rose from 5,516 in October
1978 to 17,896 in October 1984.
(The figures include the official
ly unemployed and those on
Manpower Services Commission.
schemes.) As óa very crude
approximationó, the 1984 figures
represent about 27% of the age
group. _
 

But the problem goes deeper.
Not only has there been an
increase in the numbers seeking
work. There has also been an
.increase in the average period of
"unemployment - 5,000 out of work
for at least six months in April
ó1984, compared with less than 700
in April 1979; 2,225 out of work
.for over a year in October 1984,
compared with well under 200 in
"most of 1979 and 1980; 519 out of
work for over two years in
October 1984, compared with about
20 in 1979 to 1981.

Even so, these figures serious
ly understate the problem of lo
term unemployment. They do not
take into account those who
attend MSC schemes or go back to
school or college after 16 simpl
because they cannot find work.
Although they do not appear in
the statistics, they are also
part of the long-term unemployed
as the authors put it, ópart of
the same stream ... now moving on

any significant experience of
regular paid employment.

If they were included, says
the report, the figures would
look even more disturbing

In fact, the way the figures
are collected and presented
creates significant distortions
By October 1984, 85 5% of those
who had left school in Nottingham

about trends over the six years

in the summer had not found a
full-time job Yet, officially,
only 8.8% were unemployed. 52.2ñ
were on ITS schemes and 42.6% had
returned to full-time education.

The point is far from academic.
If official statistics hide the
true extent and nature of youth
unemployment, then they obstruct
proper understanding of its
consequences. Dr Lawrence and Ms
OóCallaghan are in no doubt that
youth unemployment on the present
scale is óa fundamental threat to
the structure of our society.
Without regular paid employment
young people cannot follow the
traditional path into adulthood.ó
 

But perhaps the gravest charge
concerns the effects on the
economy as a whole: óThe YTS, and
its predecessor YOP, may have
actually damaged the employment
prospects of young people by
seriously distorting the normal
operations of the labour market.ó
Ironically, under a government
dedicated to the free-market

=economy, state subsidy is now so
pervasive that many employers no
longer offer traditional jobs for
young people. If present trends
continue, there may eventually be
a permanent government subsidy
for all youth employment.

Nor are young people the only
ones affected. Subsidised youth
employment drives out not only
Epsubsidised youth employment but
unsubsidised adult employment as
well.-

What is to be done? Well,
certainly not what is (or is not)
being done now. The report
criticises óthe present narrowly
based strategyó and directs some
of its severest strictures at
present government policy.

óIn pursuit of a general
economic policy designed, amongst
other things, to produce what the
government has called "real" jobs
in the private sector, in con-
trast to the allegedly "less real"
jobs of the public sector, a
massive programme of state sub-
sidy for the private sector has
been embarked on which now
threatens to have long term
repercussions on the whole labour
market, without any clear
evidence that it will prove of
lasting benefit to the young
people it is intended to help ó

However, the report accepts
its own limitations in dealing
specifically with local problems
and local solutions The only

suggests, lies in changes at
national level Moreover,
national policies are not only
damaging in themselves, but also
limit what can be done locally, a
position made even worse by
increasing central government
control over local authorities.

The report does offer a few
ideas for purely local action,
though so minimal that they only
reinforce the general sense of
impotence and despair: better
information and publicity,
present county council policies
pursued more vigorously - and a
little in-house job creation in
the form of more research.

The most interesting recommend-
ations, though of little immed-
iate use, concern the óhiddenó
economy - or jobs the taxman
doesn't know about (the so-called
óblackô economy or the óready
cashó economy - a nicely sanitis-
ed phrase used recently in the
House of Commons by John Biffen,
who suggested the government
rather approved of it). The
authors do not condone this
óhiddenó economy, since it ómay
undermine the position of normal
workers and employersó, but they
suggest that, as it is not going
to go away, óan attempt should be
made to evolve a way of making it
more acceptable, as well as
expanding it in new directions.ó

This seems rather optimistic -
since the whole point of the
óhiddenó economy is to avoid tax
and other forms of official inter-
ference, any attempt to make it
ómore acceptableó would surely be
self-defeating.
 

However, this does suggest an
area of debate much wider than
the terms the report can allow
itself. This debate would be
about concepts of óworkó and
óemploymentô, and why our social
consciousness and self-esteem are
so locked into the idea of
óhaving a jobó.

In óThe Long Revolutionó,
Raymond Williams described how,
when a magistrate asked William
Morris, óWhat are you?ó, Morris
replied, óI am an artist, and a
literary manó, understanding
correctly that the question
referred to his occupation. A
more proper answer, thought
Williams who considered the
question insolent , would have
been, A man It is all too
easy to imagine that millions
today might reply, óNothing I

real hope of improvement, it unemployed. O
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