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   HEARSAY ...   
Spyball  \
HOST UORRIING STORY recently was the one It
about the Czech Embassy official trawling for
the names of firms opposed to working on Star
Hare. Hi.s inept attempt to pose as an Italian
\i.e. an ally - they've got cruise in Sicily,
siteconstruction by Mafia Inc.) was exposed
by a trick question about Italy playing I
Brazil in the World Cup. Well, I mean, Italy
didn't play Brazil in theworld Cup, did they?

As the super sleuth explained: "Even an
Italian who knew nothing about football - and
I don't know any like that - would have known
which side his country was playing in the
World Cup."

But this is sportism of the most blatant
kind. Or are the Italians so very different
from the English? I know people who hardly
knew England. were in the World Cup at all,
let alone whether they played Portugal,
Belgium or Morocco (yes, no, yes)ó, though I
suppose most of them eventually realised
England were playing Argentina. Admittedly
quite a few of them are spies, but not _a_l_l_ of
them.

I think it was all a cunning piece of
disinformation to obscure the sophisticated
counter-espionage methods employed. The real
giveaway was the chap sticking to his Czech
name of Josef. Not many Italians are called
Josef. British agents are trained to spot
things like that.

But the rally nail-biting thought is
that it might catch on - instant nationality
tests based on one country's stereotypes of
another country's sporting obsessions.

Terrify yourself by imagining the KGB
won't believe you're not-E-a Chinese spy -
(forget you're six feet an, blond and
called Julian - they're masters of disguise,
the Chinese) unless you can answer the follow-
ing questions.

1. In which year were England not in the
World Cup finals: (a),197o; (b) 1975;-(o)ó1982Ã
(<1) 1815?ó a  

2. Does the word "Getting" suggest:
(a) a machine gun; gbg present participle of
the verb "to gat"; c a village in Oxford-
shire; (<1) 183 not outó? t .

3. When did an Englishman last win the
Wimbledon singles title: $9.) 55 BC; (b) 1985;
(c) 1936 or thereabouts; d) wasn't it a
Frenchman who said that winning is not so
important as taking partó?

The answers are as follows. I
1. (b) and (d), though 18f5 _vgÄÄ_ e good

year for Englishvsport_(.we ?wonithe':Battl'e' of
Waterloo on the playing fields of Eton).

2. (d) - though the others are more
plausible.

3. (c) would be a reasonable stab, but
._2_

(d) is the only decently English response to
a question which is obviously intended to s
humiliate. Q

Chemo therapy  
ANGER QUIZ. In July's "Nottinghamshire
Farmer", Tony Gamble, chairman of the
National Farmersó Union in Notts., wrote
about his travels round the country. In
August 1823. William Cobbett, the great
radical journalist and politician, did the
same. Which of these two extracts is which?

_ (1) "Botley lies in a valley, the soil of
which is a deep and stiff clay. Oak trees
grow well; and this year the wheat grows well
as it does upon all the clays that I have
ever seen. I have never seen the wheat better
in general, in this part of the country, than
it is now. I have, I think, seen it heavier;
but never clearer from blight."

(2)-"Nowhere on my travels did I see the
crops looking as well as they do in our
county. There does appear to have been some
economies made in some areas as faras
nitrogen and chemicals are concerned. On the
second visit especially, there seemed to be
some evidence of grass weed control being
very patchy, whether the sprayers have been
used and have not worked - I don't know." O

NOTTINGHAM EXTRA is published by John
Sheffield, 2 Ampthill Rise, Sherwood,
Nottingham.

As regular readers will know, the g
first three issues were solo efforts. In

S the last issue, however,ôI said I hoped
to include articles by other people from
issue 4 onwards. In this issue, according-
ly, pages 4 and 5 are by Ross Bradshaw,
who plans to contribute regularly, and on
page 3 there is a piece on the RSPCA by
Murphy Canis, who is pseudonwmous for _
reasons explained in the article. I hope
to add more contributorsas time goes on.

~ Needless to say, I don't always expect to
agree with other contributorsô opinions.

Back issues are available. Send an
18p stamp to the address above, saying
which issues you would like (the price
covers one, two or all three).

Nottingham Extra is an informal
publication, so readers shouldnot be - w
surprised if contents, length and cover
price vary -from issue to issue. This is
by way of explaining the vast size of the
article on rrepublicanism which begins on
page 6. My excuse is that it was meant to
be shorter - and it could have been much

A long®ro . _ '
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Monumental follies
LAHBERT'S moron! (above) is a grade II
listed building on Talbot Street, dating from
1863. The county council, supported by the
city planning committee, has applied for
listed building consent to demolish it and
build new magistratesó courts on the site. At
the endfof'Juns, a Department of the Environs
ment inspector held an inquiry into the
application, which was vigorously opposed by
the Nottingham Civic Society and others. A'
decision is expected by the end of August.

A strange aspect of the affair-is the
city planning committee's abrupt change of
mind. From instigating the listing of the
building in 1979 (and taking the developer to
court for starting to demolish it), the
committee has now decided, against the advice
of its own officers, that there is nothing
special about it after-all. Indeed, Cllr
Peter'Burgess, who used to work there, and
chaired the planning committee'when the
building was listed, has argued that it is no
more than a momzment to "long hours, appall-
ing wages and bad working conditions".

And so it is. Let's go and smash the
Pyramids too..after~all, few of the world's
large buildings are monuments to much the
Labour movement holds~dearuIWhat we really
want is a countryifulliofasmall buildings
which look rather like council houses. Not,
of course, Council Houses - our own great
civic building is certainly a monument to.
somethigg. "They were the glory of their
time? is, as I recall, the modest inscription
on a plaque in the foyer-commemorating the
councillors who had it built. -

After'you with the sledgehammer, Cllr
Burgess! t

and what will the courthouse be a monu-
ment to? Let's hear it from an.architect at
the inquiry. The factory couldn't be included
in the final design, he said, because its
style would be "quite contrary to the welcom-
ing and relaxed character that is appropriate
to a modern court building". *'è ' I

Whatever next? A=relaxed and welcoming
modern gallows? This promises to be one of
Nottin@1am's more-intriguing new .'-buildings. I

BY MURPHY GANIS

THE RSPCA IS WELL-DIOWN to most people,
respected, donated to. Its officers - usually
the uniformed inspectorate - have been given
by the public the job of cleaning up some of
the worst excesses of this nation of animal
lovers, with no state aid. Its fur campaign
has produced some of the best publicity
against the use of animal skins for human
vanity. The RSPCA's condemation of foxe _
hunting'has done a great deal to get rid of
the respectability the bloodsports lobby so-
desperately craves. I think we should neither
devalue nor discredit the RSPCA's very
positive role of highlighting some of"hnmans'
worst behaviour towards other species. This
preface is important.

However, the RSPCA is also autocratic in
too many respects. A leading animal rights
activist, Kim Stallwood, was expelled for
criticising the RSPCA's very considerable
investments in big companies which experiment
on animals, and membership applications from
animal rights activists are currently being
turned down in quantity at a time when - in
contrast to other animal issue groups -
membership in general is stagnating..As an
organisation it has become a battleground.

It is in this context that the annual
Council elections are used by "moderates" in
the HSPCA to preserve power for the few. -
Locally, Judith Kemp, Nottingham and Notts.
Branch Secretary, has written to local members
advising them that, "While I cannot suggest
to you how you should vote, I can tell you
that the following are known to this Branch
as moderate people with the best interests of
the Society at heart ..."

The letter, on1BSPCA.headed paper, is a
clearly designed exactly to suggest how people
should vote. Of the four people recomended,
one is Chairman (her word) of the Investment
Committee responsible for investing'in animal.
experimentation companies, another describes
her occupation as being a "married.woman", a
third uses his election manifesto to attack
"extremists ... (who) cause nothing but harmf.
All are, in fact, the epitme-ofômoderation.

I do not understand how you can be
moderately opposed to cruelty to animals.
Moderation does not have a good track record
ð those who like literary references should
turn to Ibsen's play "An Enemy of the People".
However, the point is less that moderation is
a bad thing but that people should not abuse
their power as branch secretaries to suggest
who mere footsloggers and canðrattlere mark
their crosses for. Democracy is a fragile
creature, in need of protection at all levels.
This letter from the local RSPCA.does notè
encourage. I

To protect my own national membership, I
have to use a pseudonym.here - I have not had
to do this with other groups I have Joined! O

-5.-
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ROVING REPORTS BY ROSS, BRADSHAW
Mayday Blues . \
IOU'D HARDLI THINK that Mayday in Nottingham
was, well ... Mayday. 0ne hundred,-years of
workersó struggle, the fight for the eight
hour day, the Haymarket Martyrs (framed
Chicago anarchists in whose memory Mayday
started), the brave illegal demonstrations by
Solidarity, Chileans and others living under
the military ... Voices call out to us from
the past , and world-wiide till,èas working
people protest -.there's usually little to
celebrate.

But here in Nottingham, with only a year
of planning, the Nottingham Trades Council
sticks to a losing formula. Ignoring both
Mayggl and the Saturday nearest when the
public are about, the massed ranks (two
hundred or so) walk from the Square tojQ,ueen's
Walk Community Centre, have a couple of
speeches and a few pints. I suppose the good
thing about choosing the quietest day of the
year to march is that it's less embarrassing
parading your weakness in front of a single-

pól1bli0. ô '

Advance publicity it sews is by tradit-
ion, restricted to a circular sent round Labour
Party and Trade Union branches. This is not a
local speciality. In Aberdeen, the Trades
Council also craved whatever is the opposite
of publicity. One year, though, the Aberdeen
Trades Council did get posters printed by the
local community printers, but didn't pick
them up. In a fine example of workersó solid-
arity, some of the print shop hangers-on
illegally flyposted them _a_.].l_ over the city
centre a couple of nights before the 'demo.There
weren't any posters printed the next year.

More and more, the Nottingham Trades
Council depends on non-union groups to keep
the mmbers in triple figures. This year,
there seemed even fewer union banners than
previously, and union stalls were equally
scarce at Queen's Walk. The biggest group thiis
year, in fact, seemed to be from Nottingham
Anarchist Group, all wearing black uniforms.
The involvement of non-union groups could
charitablybe called (to use Marxism Today
phraseology) a recognition of the new forces ,
less charitably a recognition that a solely
union affair would be telephone-box size
(Marxism Today would maybe call that class
reductionism). Even those who do gogdo so
more out of hope ("maybe it will bebetter
this year" - it wasn't), duty (to whom?) or s
habit. There's certainly nothing for the kids
t0 dOo

It seems there are four alternatives.
1; Give up.

(2 Recognise that the Trades Council
has minimal drawing power and open up the whole
organisation to campaign and community groups

if---_

-4...

which have shown mobilising ability. The GLC
and the various Marxism Today events (and d
even the Labour Party/Red Hedge) have shown A
that you can attract even the uncommitted
public to radical events. Locally, the Peace
Festivals have attracted up to 8,000 people
even on a relatively small budget. Suchevents
need not be on the theme of Peace, which
brings 118 tQ coo V _

(3) Genuinely building a workers' Mayday
with, for example, exhibitions of union
history, union films, providing space for
kindred groups, e.g. a worker co-op trade fair.
Unions need not be boring, masculine, resolut-
ion-bound turn-offs. Manchester has seen big
"union-days" attended by thousands, and
unions still have more money, more paid staff
than any opposition group to ensure resources.

(4) Organising directly around workers
in struggle. Even the two hundred of us on
Mayday or nearest Saturday leafleting in
support of the South African goods boycott,
or in support of the print workers, would do
more foró the spirit of Mayday than a century
of drab marches.

If it's none of these next year, I think
I'll just stick to the allotment. O

Chernoscale
A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO, I went on a tour of
Sizewell nuclear power station in; Suffolk. '
There's currently one nuclear power plant
there and the government are gearing thw-
selves up to build another. Anyway, so impress-
ed was I by the technological whizzkiddery of
it all that I leftnrw coat inside Sizewell. -
Next day, a S1mday, I rang them and discovered
that the only people with security clearance
to go into the area where I'd left my coat
were playing golf and could not be contacted.
I'd left my coat in the visitor centre. I've
often wondered whether an industry which can't
simply send a janitor into a display area in
search of a lost coat is one to entrust
plutonium to. <

Suffolk is in my opinion a lovely county,
and Sizewell shares a coast line with the
Minsmere Bird Sanctuary and the famous village
of Dunwich which fell into the sea, so I'd
especially prefer Suffolk not to be irradiated.
On my llast visit, there was yet another "no
cause for alarm" leak, and the same weekend I
came down with vomiting, headaches and lethar-
gy. I did not get paranoid about this since
wherever I go on holiday I get ill,,but it was
rather tempting.

Recently lots of friends, fine sane
sensible people, have become paranoid. People
who've scoffed at veganism have given up dairy
produce overnight, expectant mothers have rung
everyone from the family doctor to the DHSS to
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ask what will happen to their babies. After-
noon shoppers have found themselves in chem-
ists asking about iodine tablets. None of
these people I'm thinking of are usually
haunted by fears, or are "over emotional", to-
quote a platitude one was given.

Paranoia has almost become fashionable.
All of my now paranoid friends reported they
were not alone. As the weather changed bring-
ingllkrainian dust over Britain, the nuclear
threat was normal everyday shop talk in my
local grocer's. Nobody, nobody at all was
willing to believe our government, any govern-
ment, on this one. In fifteenyears ofpolitics,
I've never come across a feeling like it.

What was especially interesting was the
concern felt also for the Soviet and Eastern
Bloc citizens - radiation is no respecter of
national boundaries. Nor is compassion. I am
not noted for my optimism but I do feel that
more and more people are realising - and I
think Bob Geldof has encouraged this a lot -
that people of different nations have more in
common with each other than with their own
governments. It is only a pity it has taken
famines and near.nuclear disaster to foster
thi s feeling. O
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which Side Are You On? Peace Protest in the
Wake of the Lib Bombi , by Les Parsons
(Nottingham Peace Action Network). 75P.
Available from Mushroom Bookshop

THIS IS AN - EXCELLENTó pamphlet and should be read
by anyone remotely interested in peace action
and/or the response of the individual to
crisis. Les Parsons is an activist in Forest
Fields Peace Group and this is a verypersonal
account of his own reaction to the USA bomb-
ing Libya. Les reports on most of the main

local "instant responses" - the instant demon-
stration in the Market Square, the incursions
and break-ins at USAF Chilwell, the long CND
march from the city centre, the large,-national ~
protest in London, the occupation of the Con-
servative Party roof-top, the Women for Peace
sit-down etc. All these actions were within
days of the US terrorism and required no
"resolutions at branch meetings" but were the
spontaneous actions of the "ramshackle urban
peace guerrillas, armed with kitchen step-
ladders ... the banner made from old sheet."

The pamphlet is not solely, though, a
chronicle of events, but a manifesto of the
direct action wing of the modern peace move-
ment - a movement based on personal solidarity
not politicians. Not just that: Les goes
beyond the politics of sloganising and talks
of his fear, his hopes and his tears. Such
personal writing is quite a new thing for men
writing on politics. And Les writes well. The
pamphlet -.68 pages - was written fast before
the emotions faded and is improved by it.
Breathless rushes can often ultimately be fair-
ly shallow, but Les has succeeded in giving
clear impressions of what was going onand how
he felt, and the pamphlet is both angry (8.17
the bombings, at police brutality) and loving
(to his family, to colleagues in the peace
movement).

"Which Side Are Youó0n?" is by no means
perfect, though. The politics of the bombing
fall in with the general peace movement i
"Reagan is a loony cowboy" view and ignore
the reason for US involvement in the Middle
East (strategic interests, propping up the
Israeli government etc.). Less excusably, Les
ignores one of the demonstrations in Notting-
ham (the same day Les, and CND, were inLondon)
which was one of the biggest black demonstrat-
ions here in years. This was organised by the
Union of Pakistani Organisations and had only
token white support. My final doubt is that
for most people work, children, school or
whatever preclude the sort of response Les
was able to make. Whilst Les is not childless,
the people mentioned in the pamphlet as
colleagues are largely young, unemployed,
full-time peace professionals. I wish to take
nothing away from what they do, but we must
be wary of seeing their actions as the
ultimate in how we campaign for peace.
(Personally, I find it harder to talk to
neighbours about war than to sit down or
march.)

These criticisms apart, I hope the
pamphlet needs a quick reprint (500 produced
initially). Finally, Geoff Young, who did the
typing, layout, printing, collating and sales,
deserves equal credit for a fine, inexpensive
production. Do buy a copy or two. A

PS. Almost immediately after writing
"Which Side ..." Les Parsons was to start a
forty day prison for a fine non-payment for a
previous peace offence. In a later issue of
Nottingham Extra, I'll return to the question
of "voluntary imprisonment", including inter-
viewing him. I A
























