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SMALL ADS

Rates: 2p per word. Box numbers 10p.
Other rates available on request, for
column inches or sections of a page.
Tel, Nottingham 411227.

"NOTTINGHA.M CASTLE ROCK" - now
available. Eight top bands. £1.25.

S e TR e ks OB T

OCK ON - with Nottingham's own
ands. "NOTTINGHAM CASTLE ROCK".
£1.25.

¥ X X X X X X *

NEM MUSICAL EXPRESS raved about it!
So did Bob Harris. John Peel wants
his own copy. NCR: £1.25.

On target

HE PEOPLE'S CENTRE HELPS PEOPLE:

legal rights
housing problems
welfare rights.

PLEASE HELP THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE!
We need volunteers.
We need funds.

33 Mansfield Rd, Nottm. Tel.411227

YOU CAN READ THIS

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CANNOT?
HE CAN BE HELPED TO READ AND WRITE.

LESSONS ARE FREE AND CAN BE ARRANGED
IN HIS OWN HOME.

DETAILS FROM:

M. D. KILPATRICK,
31a MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM.

TEL. NOTTM. 46714.

GRASS ROOTS is published by the
Crass Roots Committee, People's
Centre, 33 Mansfield Rd, Nottm.
(Tel. 411227). Contributions,
criticisms, letters to the Editor,
etc. are welcome - send by post
or call in at Mansfield Rd.

Orders can be taken at the above
address or 'phone number.

Individual subscriptions are £1
Tor more if you want to) for 12
issues at current rates (incl.
postage).

Bulk orders: 40p pexr month for 10

copies (incl. postage).

Magic touch

MOST PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY readers of
the Daily Mirror, will knmow about the
evils of the pyramid-selling confid-
ence trick. The government effective-
1y put an end to it last year, but
not before many people had "invested"
large sums of money in the hope of
instant riches.

"Holiday Magic" was one of the larg-
est operators in this dubious field.
Their scheme was simple. "Investors"
were invited to deposit sums of
£1,000 plus with the company in
return for distribution rights to
"Holiday Magic" cosmetics - and the
right to recruit other investors.
With great difficulty money could be
|made by enlisting a sales force and
lactually selling the product, but the
real returns came from per capita pay-
ments made when new "investors" were
roped in. Like chain letters, the
scheme depended on an ever-increasing
network of gullibility.

But few people actually have £1,000
in their pocket or bank account. This
didn't deter the eager "Holiday Magic"
recruiting team. The Julian Hodge
group of companies - benevolent
Cardiff financiers - was only too
pleased to help out. Recruits who
owned houses found that the Hodge
group would, with great haste and
apparent glee, grant second mortgages
on their homes. The man responsible
for linking shady "Holiday" with
respectable Hodge for the benefit (?)
of Nottingham investors was a Mr
McCarron of Stourbridge. Regrettably,
Mr McCarron has now disappeared from
the scene. last year, he was a very
easy man to find, and in fact attend-
ed "Holiday" recruiting meetings and
"training courses".

But what of those who didn't own
their own homes? No problem, "Holiday"
staff member Mrs Dorothy Mole advised
people to approach a leading finance
company for a personal loan - but not
to mention "Holiday Magic": "Just
tell them you want the money to buy a
car with". Mrs Mole is also rather
difficult to get hold of these days.

Two things stand out about "Holiday's"
recruiting campaign in the Midlands.
One is the fact that it was carried
out almost exclusively in the West
Indian and Asian communities. The

second is that it took place just
before the law was changed - at a
time when "Holiday" staff must have
known that their wings were due to be
clipped, and that subsequently their
“"Investors" stcod no chance of making
the promised fortune.

Nottingham Community Relations
Council is conducting an investigat-
jon of "Holiday's" activities in the
City. So far it has revealed that all
the "investors" contacted have grave
financial problems attempting to make
repayments invariably totalling more
than twice the amount they borrowed -
without a penny's return on their
original "investment".

Secret Service?

DESTITUTE WOMAN IN NEED of help from
Social Services.

Social Services say there is
nothing they can do.

People's Centre decide to try and
convince SS that they can indeed help.

PC 'phone SS on Mansfield Rd.

4 o'clock Friday afternoon. No
reply. Must have gone home for tea.

PC 'phone emergency SS number.

Get through. Told it is the wrong
area, we need West Bridgford.

Mansfield Rd emergency SS doesn't
know the number of WB emergency SS,
but tells PC to ring Lowdham Police
Station, Communications Dept.

PC get through to LPS, C Dept.

Policeman at other end seems
extremely suspicious. Who are you?
Which organisation? What do you do?
Who's the Boss?

PC attempt to explain.

Lowdham Police Station says, "We
have to be careful", and, "Sorry, we
can't give you the number you require".

PC suggest he ring emergency SS,
Mansfield R4 area, and check with
emergency SS worker that PC are
indeed genuinely trying to help.

PC hang on for ten minutes while
LPS checks.

Emergency SS worker, Mansfield R4,
says sorry he's not in a position to
give LPSCD permission to give PC num-
ber required,

LPS suggests that they ask WB
emergency SS to ring PC back.

PC give LPS 411227 and wait further
half hour. No-one rings.

Destitute lady will try again on
Monday.

GOOD NIGHT.

Urdu sounds

EVER TRIED TO GET a request played on
"Your friendly Radio Station" - Radio
Nottingham? If you want to hear the
latest rantings of Little Jimmy
Osmond, you probably won't have any
problems, but if your idea of what's
top of the pops is a little number
from your favourite Urdu crooner,
you're likely to be asked to supply
your own records.

Our friendly Radio's DJs have
apparently been heard to ask the
Nottinghamshire Community Relations
Council for a sum in the region of
£25 towards the supply of Asian pops
for their "minority interest" pro-
gramme. It's sad to hear about the

(continued on page 4,



Slicing the Aottinghom coke

How the Labour Council’s new boundary proposals affect

Lenton Ward: Seat of "rent
rebels"” Marie Yuill and Peter
Price. Were kicked out of Labour
group last year for opposing
council house rent increases,
but now back in fold. May still
have problems finding new seats
when Lenton Ward is broken up.

Abbey Ward: Seat of Tory
stalwarts Adams, Bateman and
Hamilton. Bluest of all at last
election and safest seat in city
for either party. Will lose
Labour fringe and be even bluer
- concentrating Tory votes where
Labour can't win anyway.

Clifton Ward: Home of Labour's
elder statesmen, including Lord
Mayor Stan Shelton. Ultra-safe
seat - Tories didn't even fight
last time., Will be split in two,
giving one more safe seat (un~
likely to be offered to Stephen
Evans!).

Market Ward: Seat of baby-faced
rebel Stephen Evans, who was ex~
pelled from ruling Labour group
for opposing Theatre Royal

office block. Carve-up of Market
Ward could see him fighting new
rock-solid Tory ward - the Park!

five key wards

St.Ann's: Big Daddy's patch.

Seat of John Carroll, leader of
City Council and Labour group.
Labour-voting council houses, to
which will be added working-
class terraces off Alfreton Road.
New=look St.Ann's could be fair-
ly safe Labour!

e =






























