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SMALL ADS
_R_a_t_e_s_ 2p per word. Box numbers 10 . %
Other rates available on request, for
column inches or sections of a page.
Tel Nottingham 411227

||OTTINGHAM CASTLE ROCK" - now
available. Eight top bands Ã1 25

OCK ON - th Nott1nghamós own
ands "NOTTINGHAM CASTLE ROCK"

IIEW MUSICAL EXPRESS raved about itó
So did Bob Harris John Peel wants

his own copy NCR Ã1 25

THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE HELPS PEOPLE
legal rights
housing problems
welfare rights

PLEASE HELP THE PEOPLE'S CENTREó
We need volunteers
We need funds

55 Mansfield Rd, Nottm Tel 411227

óYIJLI(II\hlFiEJ\I)'TiiH5

D0 YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO

HE CAN BE HELPED TO READ AND WRITE

LESSONS ARE FREE AND CAN BE ARRANGED
IN HIS OWN HOME

FROM

CANNOTò
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GRASS ROOTS is published by the
Grass Roots Committee, People's
Centre, 55 Mansfield Rd, Nottm
Tel 411227) Contributions,

criticisms, letters to the Editor
etc. are welcome - send by post
or call in at Mansfield Rd
Orders can be taken at the above
address or óphone number.
Individual subscri tions are Ã1
for more if cu want toi for 12F
issues at current rates incl.
postage)
Bulk orders 40p per month for TO
copies iincl postage)

Magic touch

MOST PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY readers of
the Daily Mirror, will know about the
evils of the pyramid-selling confid-
ence trick. The government effective-
ly put an end to it last year, but
not before many people had "invested"
large sums of money in the hope of
instant riches.
"Holiday Magic" was one of the larg-
est operators in this dubious field.
Their scheme was simple. "Investors"
were invited to deposit sums of
Ã1,000 plus with the company in
return for distribution rights to
ñHoliday Magic" cosmetics - and the
right to recruit other investors.
With great difficulty money could be

M D KILPATRICK lmade by enlisting a sales force and
31a. MANSFIELD ROAD, ó
NOTTINGHAM
TEL NOTTM 46714

actually selling the product, but the
real returns came from per capita pay-
ments made when new "investors" were
roped in. Like chain letters, the
scheme depended on an ever-increasing
network of gullibility.
But few people actually have Ã1,000
in their pocket or bank account. This
didnót deter the eager "Holiday Magic"
recruiting team. The Julian Hodge
group of companies - benevolent
Cardiff financiers - was only too
pleased to help out. Recruits who
owned houses found that the Hodge
group would, with great haste and
apparent glee, grant second mortgages
on their homes. The man responsible
for linking shady "Holiday" with
respectable Hodge for the benefit (?)
of Nottingham investors was a Mr
McCarron of Stcurbridge. Regrettably,
Mr McCarron has now disappeared from
the scene. Last year, he was a very
easy man to find, and in fact attend-
ed "Holiday" recruiting meetings and
"training coursesñ.
But what of those who didn't own
their own homes? No problem. "Holiday"
staff member Mrs Dorothy Mole advised
people to approach a leading finance
company for a personal loan - but not
to mention "Holiday Magic": "Just
tell them you want the money to buy a
car with". Mrs Mole is also rather
difficult to get hold of these days.
Two things stand out about "Holiday's"
recruiting campaign in the Midlands.
One is the fact that it was carried
out almost exclusively in the West
Indian and Asian communities. The

óIi?

second is that it took place just
before the law was changed - at a
time when "Holiday" staff must have
known that their wings were due to be
clipped, and that subsequently their
"Investors" stood no chance of making
the promised fortune.

Nottingham Community Relations
Council is conducting an investigat-
ion of "Holiday's" activities in the
City. So far it has revealed that all
the "investors" contacted have grave
financial problems attempting to make
repayments invariably totalling more
than twice the amount they borrowed -
without a pennyós return on their
original "investment" .

Secret Service?

DESTITUTE WOMAN IN NEED of help from
Social Services.

Social Services say there is
nothing they can do.

People's Centre decide to try and
convince SS that they can indeed help

PC óphone SS on Mansfield Rd.
4 o'clock Friday afternoon. Ho

reply. Must have gone home for tea.
PC óphone emergency SS number.
Get through. Told it is the wrong

area, we need West Bridgford.
Mansfield Rd emergency SS doesn't

know the number of WB emergency SS,
but tells PC to ring Lowdham Police
Station, Communications Dept.

PC get through to LPS, C Dept.
Policeman at other end seems

extremely suspicious. who are you?
which organisation? What do you dc?
Whoós the Boss?

PC attempt to explain.
Lowdham Police Station says, "We

have to be careful", and, "Sorry, we
can't give you the number you require

PC suggest he ring emergency SS,
Mansfield Rd area, and check with
emergency SS worker that PC are
indeed genuinely tgyigg to help.

PC hang on for ten minutes while
LPS checks.

Emergency SS worker, Mansfield Rd,
says sorry he's not in a position to
give LPSCD permission to give PC num-
ber required.

LPS suggests that they ask NB
emergency SS to ring PC back.

PC give LPS 411227 and wait further
half hour. No-one rings.

Destitute lady will try again on
Monday.

GOOD NIGHT.

Urdu sounds

EVER TRIED TO GEE a request played on
"Your friendly Radio Station" - Radio
Nottingham? If you want to hear the
latest rantings of Little Jimmy
Osmond, you probably wonót have any
problems, but if your idea of what's
top of the pops is a little number
from your favourite Urdu crooner,
you're likely to be asked to supply
your own records.

Our friendly Radio's DJs have
apparently been heard to ask the
Hottinghamshire Community Relations
Council for a sum in the region of
Ã25 towards the supply of Asian pops
for their "minority interest" proè
gramme. It's sad to hear about the

(continued on page 41
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Lenton Ward: Seat of "rent
rebels" Marie Yuill and Peter
Price. were kicked out of Labour
group last year for opposing
council house rent increases,
but now back in fold. May still
have problems finding new seats
when Lenten Ward is broken up.
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Clifton Ward: Home of Labour's
elder statesmen, including Lord
Mayor Stan Shelton. Ultra-safe
seat - Tories didn't even fight

Iii the

A Jè
Abbey Ward: Seat of Tory
stalwarts Adams, Bateman and
Hamilton. Bluest of all at last
election and safest seat in city
for either party. will lose
Labour fringe and be even bluer
- concentrating Tory votes where
Labour can't win anyway.
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_ _ _ _ _ Market Ward: Seat of baby-faced
last time. will be split in two, ÄgÄ;iñÄÔ;5E;h Evans, who was eX_
giving one more safe seat (un- pelled from ruling Labour group
likely to be offered to Stephen for opposing Theatre Royal
EvanS3)' office block. Carve-up of Market

Ward could see him fighting new
rock-solid Tory ward - the Park!

3
I noottlnghum or:

How the Labour Councilôs new boundary proposals affect

five key wards
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St.Ann's: Big Daddyós patch.
Seat of John Carroll, leader of
City Council and Labour group.
Labour-voting council houses, to
which will be added working-
class terraces off Alfreton Road.
New-look St.Ann's could be fair-
ly safe Labour!
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(continued from page 2)
BBC's financial difficulties. Per-
haps, in return for bailing out the
Beeb, Asian listeners will be allowed
to make an appropriate deduction from
their radio licence fees?

VVhoops!
RED RACE OF THE MONTH must belong to
Labour County Councillor Ernest
Lester. Chairing a meeting called to
discuss the setting up of a Citizensó
Advice Bureau in Nottingham, Council-
lor Lester greeted the rising figure
of a local Labour MP with: "Mr
William Whitlock would like to say a
few words". Unfortunately, the
intending speaker was not Mr Whitlock,
Labour MP for Nottingham North, but
Mr Michael English, Labour M for
Nottingham West. Councillor Lester's
problems in recognising his own side
probably do not extend to at least
one opponent - his son Jim Lester,
Tory MP for Beestoni

Civic welcomes
READERS CURIOUS ABOUT the cost to the
City Council of all that entertain-
ment and hospitality may be interest-
ed to know that the current year's
allowance is Ã12,000, with Ã29,200
allocated to maintain the Lord Mayor
and Sheriff.

THE
EPS

"LIFE IS HELL; MY HUSBAND keeps knock-
ing me about. I've got five kids and
nowhere to go: he won't go because
heós the tenant of the house. I've
been to the Police but they won't
help, they say it's domestic. What
can I do?"
(Woman.for advice at the People's

Centre)
Adviser. Well love, you can go to a
Solicitor and try for a Divorce. If
you start Divorce proceedings, there
is just the chance, if your Husband's
behaviour is really bad, that you
might persuade the Court to order him
out of the home, but itós very unlike-
ly. The Courts tend to intervene only
if the kids can be shown to be suffer-
ing.
Woman. but I don't want to divorce
him, and in any case I canót, I
haven't been married for three years.
advisepg 0.K. Then go and try a
Solicitor and take out a Summons in
the Guildhall (as you live in the
City} for a Separation Crder. But
listen to the problems:

{a} It mill take at least sir weeks
before you get to Court, and if your
case is disputed, it will take four
or five weeks after that before the
case is heard and resolved.
(b) You have to go through the harrow-
ing business of proving "persistent
crueltyò, which means making a whole
lot of allegations against your

-ñes -- _
In-. ' ô ' '~s_.._.__ -all.ô .. _. _ ð.-7-..=...-_

Dry run
PEOPLE WERE URDERSTAHDABLY annoyed
when the old public right of way
along Carrington St was obliterated
by the Broad Marsh Centre - especial-
ly when it turned out that the
Council was as surprised about this
as everyone else. In practice, of
course, people pass through quite
freely, and at the Bus Station end
late travellers even have the choice
of being run over on the Collin St
motorway or mugged in the subway
beneath it (see recent Evening Posts
for further details). The only people
denied free passage used to be dog-
owners with their dogs, who had to
make a detour along Maid Marian Way.
This was to preserve the sweetness of
the pavements and the plastic plants.

Husband which most husbands will want
to fight. Oddly enough, it is easier
to get a Divorce (intolerable conduct).
Many wives who have been married for
three years are doing just that.
(c) Even if you get your Separation
Order, the Court has no power to
separate you. The Magistrates can't
turf the husband out.

Woman. But surely if I get a Separat-
ion Crder, and show it to the Council
they will transfer the tenancy of the
Council house to me?
Adviser. Well, in a lot of places a
wife who can produce a Separation
Order to the local housing department
will get the tenancy of the Council
house transferred to her. That
doesn't happen in Nottingham. I think
when a wife with children obtains a
Separation Order, the Council ought
to transfer the tenancy, and this is
something we ought to tackle in
Nottingham, but at the moment that*s
no help to you.

Reluctant
Woman. Well, what about the Police,
can they help?
Adviser. Itôs difficult for them.
They will help if your husband does
you an injury, and they wóll often
charge the assault, but even then
they are a bit reluctant because of
the number of times the husband and
wife arrive arm in arm at the Court
by the time the case gets round to a
hearing, and the whole thing seems to
have been a waste of time or worse.
And of course it ca be worse. A wife
has to think carefully before she
starts a process which will involve
her husband with a criminal convict-
ion for assault.

Notice of the restriction was given
by a coy little cartoon on the glass
doors at the entrances, though a weak
joke hardly made up for the loss of a
right.

Happily, the management has recant-
ed, and dogeowners now have the same
privilege as everyone else (nobody,
of course, has the legal right to
pass through, since this is now priv-
ate property). The management is
still worried about the shops and the
malls, however. Perhaps the answer is
a recent suggestion that small
trolleys should be provided at each
entrance so that dogs could be wheel-
ed safely round the Centre. The
trolleys could be sanded in case the
anticipated nuisance actually takes
place, and a further refinement might
be the provision on each trolley of a
small tree and a lamp-post, plastic
or otherwise.
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Woman. Well, is there anything I can
do?

Adviser. Yes, if your Husbandôs
behaviour is bad and goes on being
bad, you could go to the Court and
ask for him to be bound over to keep
the peace to you by taking out a
summons for "threatening behaviour"
or the like. The trouble with this,
as with any other sort of Court pro-
cess against your husband, is that it
may make the situation worse rather
than better.
Woman. Well, if I leave, is there any-
where for me to go with the kids?

Adviser. Well, again in Nottingha
it's a sad story. There's really only
the Salvation Army Hostel at Peel
Street, but it's doubtful if you
could take the kids there, and even
if you could, doubtful whether you
would be able to stay there for long.
That's why the current campaign for a
hostel or refuge for "battered wives"
is such an urgent priority.

woman. why is it easier to get a
Divorce than a Separation, if a
husbandós behaving like mine?

Adviser. Because at the moment the
lav is crazy. One law exists for
Divorce and another for a Separation.
Because in a case like yours it is
easier to get a Divorce (provided you
have been married three years), I
have a nasty feeling that many wives
taking Divorce proceedings really
only wanted the respite of a Separate
ion Order, with the possibility of a
reconciliation.

Woman. Well, where do I go from here?
Adviser. Frankly, to a Solicitor, and
let him tell you what is the best
course.


















