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SMALL ADS
Rates: 2p per word. Box numbers 10p.
Other rates available on request, for
column inches or sections of a page.
Tel. Nottingham 411227.

GROUP for homosexual men and women.
Contact Nottingham and Derby: CHE,

P.O. Box 87, Derby DE1 1EN.

N0'I'IóINGHAl'l Communi ty Relations
Council Fair Housing Group is con-

ducting a housing survey and housing
rights campaign. We need volunteers.
About 20-40 hours work in Nov/Dec in
an inner city housing stress area.
Interested? Contact Ian Cuthill on
49861 or 701822.

UP T0 Ã25 for social or community
education projects. If your

project means someone will learn some-
thing you can apply for a grant to
the Young Volunteers Special Projects
Fund. Write to Fred Boad, 51A Mans-
field Road, Nottm, or ring 46714.

FRIENDSHIP UNLIMITED
FRIENDSHIP UNLIMITED HAS MOVED

At a loose end?
Come to Friendship Unlimited

St Mary's Home, Raleigh Street
Thurs. & Sun., 7.30 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Sat., 10 a.m. - 12 a.m.

YOU CAN READ THIS

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CANNOT?

HE CAN BE HELPED TO READ AND WRITE.

LESSONS ARE FREE AND CAN BE ARRANGED
IN HIS OWN HOME.

DETAILS 'FROM.

M. D. KILPATRICK,
31a MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM
TEL. NOTTMI 46714. 3:

r

Cinema
Peachey Street Flick
Thursdays, 7.15. Adult Education
Centre, Shakespeare Street.
Nov. 7: Madame du Barry (dir. Ernst

Lubitsch).
Nov.14: The Love 0f Jeanne Ney (dir.

C.W. Pabst).
Nov.21: The Nibelung Saga, Part 2

(dir. Fritz Lang).
Nov.28: Destiny (dir. Fritz Lang).

Nottinghgm Film Theatre
Fri. & Sun. 7.30 p.m., Sat. 5 & 8 p.m.
unless otherwise stated. Co-op Arts
Centre, Broad Street.
Nov. a-1o= Solaris (Sat. 4 a 7.50 p.m.
Nov.15-17: Themroc
Nov.22-24: Theorem
Nov.29-Dec.1: Red Wedding
Dec. 6- 8: Cries and Whispers
Dec.15-15: O Lucky Man (Sat. 4 & 7.50)

Late Night Films at the NTT
All at 11 p.m.
Nov. 9: Winter Soldier
Nov.16: Hands Over the City
Nov.23: Castle Keep
Nov.30: Punishment

Rock
November
8: 10cc (Trent Polytechnic)

Fruupp (Derby, King's Hall)
Queen (Leicester University)
Al Stewart (Nottingham Universit9: Y)

------ -- - -- a 15: Principal Edwards & Vineyard

VVANTED".
People who care

Throughout Nottingham, voluntary
groups have sprung up to meet a variety
of different needs. The range of groups
is vast. It includes helping at clubs for
the elderly, playgroups, the physically
and mentally handicapped, entertaining
in hospitals, decorating, gardening,
helping families, and befriending the
housebound or lonely. Most of all,
groups depend on the help of people like
you. So if you've got some time to spare
and you would like to help out in some
way, then why don't you contact us and
find out about the various opportunities
that exist.
The Voluntary Work Agency,
Nottm. Council of Social Service,
31a Manfield Road,
Nottingham.
Tel. 46714.
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GRASS ROOTS is published by the
Grass Roots Committee, People's

è Centre, 55 Mansfield Rd, Nottm.
-- (Tel. 411227). Contributions,

criticisms, letters to the Editor,
etc. are welcome - send by post
or call in at Mansfield Rd.

(Trent Polytechnic)
16: Kevin Ayers & Friends (Nottm Uni.)
17: Andy Leggatt & Pete Finch

(Trent Polytechnic)
17: Steeleye Span (Theatre Royal)
25: Babe Ruth & Mr Big (Nottm Univ.)
23: Ronnie Lane (Loughborough Univ.)
26: Golden Earring (Leicester, De

Montfort Hall)
27: Fairport Convention with Sandy

Denny (Nottingham University)
29: Osibisa (Trent Polytechnic)
50: Barclay James Harvest & Seventh

wave (Nottingham University)
50: Sweet (Leicester University)
December
6: Bebop Delux (Trent Polytechnic)
7= JSD Band (Nottingham University)

Folk
Tuesday: The Scheme: Fox Inn, Parlia-

ment St.
Thursday: The Forester: Foresters Inn,

Huntingdon St. Carlton Folk Club,
Windsor Castle, Carlton Hill (59/72
bus).

Friday: NTMC: News House, St Jamesós
St (off the Market Square)

Sunday: Co-op Folk Club, Crown Hotel,
Ilkeston Rd (72/59 Wollaton term's).
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Appealing story

AT A TIME OF NATIONAL DOUBT, READERS
will be gratified to learn that the
British have not forgotten how to
respond to a crisis. The following
document was recently circulated to
staff at a local comprehensive school.
It is absolutely authentic (we stress
this because readers may find it hard
to believe). Only the names have been
c de

Extra-ordipggy Toilet Patrol
The object is to catch the girls who
are pealing (sic) the paint off the
toilet walls and doors. We are almost
certain who is responsible, but they
will have to be caught in the act to
be truly caught: if it is only suspic-
ion they will wriggle out of respons-
ibility.
Procedure
(a) Position yourself in Female Staff
Toilet by a partly open window - but
mainly hidden behind wall.
(b) Look down into Girls Toilet, and
wait for signs of movement which are
clearly not normal.
(c) It is almost certainly happening
during class time, and the activity
must take 10 or 15 minutes. The girls
will be seen to be standing around
the doors or panels - i.e. it is
unlikely that they will be near the
wash bowl or the toilet.
(d) When suspicious activity is
detected, please stamp foot several
times firmly on Staff Toilet Floor,
and then further action will be taken
by Miss Prodger or Miss Splansky from
the room below.
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THESE GIRLS ARE
CAUGHT BY US, AND SUSPENDED AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE.

Thank you for your help.

Threeôs a crowd
FUTURE APPLICANTS FOR THE COUNCIL'S
"luxury" flats in the Victoria Centre
would be well advised to check that
they do not fall foul of one of the
Housing Department's more puritanical
regulations - the "sexual overcrowd-
ing" rule.

This rule came to light over a
recent application to rent a two bed-
room, three person flat in the Centre.



The applicant wanted to share the
flat with a friend and his girlfriend
- three people for a three person
flat. Fine you might think. No chance,
was the stern reply from the Housing
Department: this sharing arrangement
would "create a state of overcrowding?

Detecting a hint of the new purit-
an morality sweeping through the King
Street colossus, the applicant wrote
back questioning this definition of
overcrowding.

Under pressure, the Housing offic-
ials became more explicit: "Since the
people with whom you wish to share
are not related to you, they would in
fact require a bedroom each, other-
wise sexual overcrowding would occur."
However, the letter was quick to
reassure everyone that this reasoning
was not based "on any moral grounds".

Future applicants beware: if you
want a flat in the Victoria Centre,
it pays to be discreet - at least
with the Housing Department.

Getting the bird

(A late Election flash)
COUNCILLOR HERBERT BIRD, LEADER OF
Cedling Borough Council, is a rough
tough politician who gives his Labour
opponents a pretty uncomfortable time.
Surprising, therefore, were reports
that when he was thinking of offering
himself as Tory candidate at the last
General Election, among his chief
supporters were many of those same
uncomfortable Labour councillors. So
eager were they, in fact, that they
even contemplated, if not exactly
giving their services, at least not
putting up too strong an opposition.
was this a noble gesture towards Ted
Heath's Government of National Unity?
Alas not. The crafty Socialists had
worked out that, with the redoubtable
Bird safely packed off to Westminster,
his mediocre colleagues would make a
pretty easy carve-up. Sadly, Council-
lor Bird didn't take the field after
all, and the whole affair is but one
of the fascinating might-have-beens
of the last campaign.

THE VALUE FOR
MONEY PAPER

THIS WAS THE HEADLINE WITH WHICH
the Evening Post announced its
price increase a few weeks ago,
so we thought we could do worse
than imitate the cheek of the
true professional. Like the Post,

' we are increasing our price for
quite proper reasons - we would
go out of print if we didn't. We
have increased the number of
pages and extended our coverage,
while the price has remained
constant since issue 4, when we
were only six pages long. At the
same time, the price of paper and
printing has increased even more
rapidly than other prices. In
fact, although we apologise for
the increase, Grass Roots is
really a bargain at 6p!

Interesting landlords (2)

NUMBER 60 VATERWAY ST, THE MEADOWS,
has been in Corporation ownership
since 1971. A large, four-bedroomed
house in Phase 4 of the Meadows
redevelopment programs, the house
has now been empty for about 3% years
according to neighbours. Although not
one of the best houses in Nottingham,
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ion and it 1S certainly no worse than
many others in the same area.

Despite the tremendous pressure
for larger houses from over-crowded
families, the Housing Department does
not appear to have made much effort
to let it. Indeed, when enquiries
were made about the property a couple
of months ago, the Housing Department
was not aware that it owned it. The
house is, of course, still empty.

Houses like 60 Waterway St certain-
ly do not help the Council's vehement
opposition to the squattersó case.
Indeed, Housing Committee Chairman
Bert Littlewood wouldn't even go on
the air with a squatter when approach-
ed by Radio Nottingham. The reason?
The squatters use bad language.

The Magic Brick

DESPITE THE SIEGE MENTALITY
developing among the City's Housing
Committee and Housing Department
officials, the City Council felt that
other District Councils in Nottingham-
shire (new boys to the housing game)
could benefit from their know-how.

A conference with the other
District Councils was duly held on
September 4th, where City Council
leader John Carroll kicked off the
proceedings by referring to the long
history and wide experience of the
City in dealing with housing problems.

Not many minutes passed before the
first surprise of the day was unveil-
ed - a prefabricated brick panel. To
those in the audience lucky enough to
be able to see it, this looked just
like any other brick panel. However,
sceptics were assured by Chairman of
the Housing Committee Bert Littlewood
and Director of Housing Malcolm
Campbell Lee that this was the solut-
ion to everyone's housing problems.

There then followed a tour of City
housing projects - the showhouse in
Phase 4A of the Meadows redevelopment,
the Ã20,000+ conversions of houses in
Burns Street, and a selection of
modernised council houses. Delegates
returned to the buffet lunch and
booze obviously impressed with the
City Council's competence.

The real purpose of the meeting
became apparent after lunch, however.
References were made to the County
Council's attempts to muscle in on
prefabricated housing - County Archi-
tect Henry Swain had touted the idea
around the District Councils a few
weeks previously. The climax of the
proceedings came when the City's
Director of Technical Services, John
Haslam, referred emotionally to the
County Council taking away the Dist-
rict Council's "birthright" (sic) in
housing. A new system based on the
City's magic prefabricated brick
panel was offered as the answer to
every District Council's housing
prayers.
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At this point the tranquillity of
the meeting was interrupted by a
stand-up row between John Carroll and
Cedling Council leader Herbert Bird
about the City Council buying houses
in Cedling.

Perhaps the most dismaying thing
about the whole day was the apparent
blind faith in the newest plaything
from the building industry - especial-
ly from Director of Housing Campbell
Lee. Ho doubt high rise, deck access
(Hyson Green, etc.) and all the other
architectsó fantasies, got the same
acclaim in their day. Ho doubt, as
usual, the City Council's tenants
will be left to-pick up the pieces.
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A\FTER YOU HAVE DONE THE USUAL
rounds of the Castle, the

Trip to Jerusalem, the Major
Oak and Wollaton Park, visit
the latest attraction, Balloon
Woods Flats,

Already the potential has been
recognised by the Local Author-
ity. Social Security Officers,
social workers, Probation
Officers and students on place-
ment have discovered they can
spend many happy hours wander-
ing around, mixing with the
residents and absorbing the
atmosphere, All in the course
of a dayós work they flock to
the site.

Luxury dwellingsó

A concrete maze of over 600
flats and maisonettes, looking
uncomfortably like a prison -
or a termite town, maybe -
Balloon Woods has been fraught
with snags from the start.

Building was begun in the 1960s
by a private development com-
pany. An ambitious project,
this was to be a complex of
luxury dwellings to be let at
high rental, Before completion
the private company withdrew
and the Corporation took over
the building programme for coun
cil housing,

At last, carefully selected
tenants were moved in to a com-
pleted block, proud and honour-
ed to be chosen to live in
luxury homes at council rents,
Not long afterwards they had
temporarily to move out again -

ll
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because of the Ronan Point dis-
aster - the flats were built on
the same principle. Adjustments
had to be made, including remov-
ing the facility for gas as a
safety measure,

This hurdle overccme, the flats
were subsequently let indiscrim-
inately to those on the waiting
list because of the need for
housing. Wollaton residents
were not impressed by the hoi
polloi in their midst, Someone
had the bright idea at that
time of circulating letters in
Wollaton asking the residents
to befriend tenants of the
flats and to welcome them into
their homes, The letters were
resented. It was not a good
beginning.

The bus from Nottingham takes
you right into Balloon Woods,
It leaves the city at half-
hourly intervals - hourly on
Sunday mornings - and Wollaton
Park is on the way there, You
could quite comfortably combine
a visit to both on the same day
Look round the park museum, see
the deer and perhaps have a
round of golf, then hop on the
bus again to Balloon Woods not
far away, It depends whether
you appreciate a quick transit-
ion from the sublime to the
ridiculous,

The impact of the flats can be
a tremendous shock, Some visit-
ors are so appalled at the
ugliness that they flee into
the pub for a quick reviver and
wait there for the next bus out
wishing to see no more, It is
good for business: the brewery
thrives, "
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The less sensitive carry out
their resolve to see the flats,
and gaze in awe at the dreadful
spectacle, Washing flaps in the
breeze on the balconies, child-
ren lean at precarious angles
over the walls on the high
walks, and the doors of broken
lifts gape open, forcing
tenants to climb the concrete
stairs to reach their homes,

Claustrophia

The population appears to con-
sist of the very old, the very
young, and pregnant women - all
bound for the local shop, which
does a roaring trade, No mean
emporium this, it is a convert-
ed caravan where almost any-
thing can be bought. Goods in
abundance jostle for space on
the shelves and floor, custom-
ers elbow their way in and out,
children crawl between legs to
reach the sweets. The atmos-
phere is friendly, Always
friends and neighbours can be
found chatting about friends
and neighbours, or reading the
postcards from holidaying
customers at the seaside, One
can advertise anything here,
Those suffering from claustro-
phobia are advised to keep away.

Near the shop is the bus stop
for town where the sick, the
lame and the injured queue to
journey to the chemist's for
medicines, Along with them go
those in good health, anxious
to get away from the damp isol-
ation of their homes for a few
hours,
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