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‘REHOUSE US
IN THE
MEADOWSY’

Magistrates help
misery tenants

Offices: e
- Toll House
Hill is the

answer

IT WAS GOOD TO SEE A LITTLE FROGRESS
IN THE AFFAIR OF THE THEATRE ROYAL
OFFICE BLOCK. BUT EVEN IF THE
COUNCIL GET PERMISSION TO DEVELOP
THE SITE THEMSELVES, THIS WILL NOT
SATISFY OPPONENTS OF THE SCHENME WHO
OBJECT TO THE VERY PRINCIFLE CF MORE
OFFICE BLOCKS IN THE CITY CHENTRE.

Report

WHAT OBJECTORS HAVE NOW TC RXCKON
WITH, HOWEVER, IS THE VERY FULL
REPORT OF THE COUNCIL'S POSITION
GIVEN TO THE POLICY AND RESOURCES
COMMITTEE ON MAY 21st. THERE IS
LITTLE IN THE REPORT WHICH WAS NOT
PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ALREADY - IF
PUBLIC OR PRESS HAD BOTHERED TO TAKE
NOTE OF IT AS IT APPEARED (WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE VARIOUS WATCH-DOG
ORGANISATIONS, SUCH AS THE CIVIC
SOCIETY?) - BUT IT IS REASONABLE TO
ASK THE COUNCIL TO PUBLISH REPORTS
LIKE THIS BEFORE MAJOR DECISIONS ARE
MADE, AND BEFORE BINDING COMMITMENTS
ARE ENTERED INTO WITH PRIVATE
DEVELOPERS, THIS WOULD MAKE
INFORMED PUBLIC DEBATE POSSIBLE,
WOULD FORESTALL DAMAGING INNUENDOES,
Cont. on page 2
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Right: The Empire Billiard Hall, a
unique public facility. Together
with the Sign of Four, Selectadisc,
and a number of other shops, this
will be demolished if the Council's
policy remains unchanged.




Misery
tenants

MAGISTRATES AT THE GUILDHALL have
made a new repairs order on 55
Hawthorn Street, the Meadows, after
a legal battle that has drazged on
since July, 1973.

The new order includes repair of
doors, windows, kitchen ceiling and
rising damp, replacement of a
banister, and the checking of the
roof. The Nottingham Friendship
Housing Association also agreed to
provide electricity for a light on
the upper landing, thus providing
the only electricity in the upper
part of the house. Nottingham
District Council were ordered to see
that these repairs were carried out.

Repairs

A second part of the order states
that all the repairs necessary to
remove the statutory nuisance at the
property must be carried out by 31st
December, 1974. This order was made
after the Council had stated that

the sub-phase in which Hawthorn
Street is situated would be complete-
ly rehoused by July, 1975.

The court action, taken by Mrs
Newton and backed by MATAR against
her landlord, the Friendship Housing
Association, and against the Council,
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began in July last year. Magistrates
made an order for repairs to be
carried out, but both the landlord
and the Corporation appealed to the
High Court, where finally the decis-
ion was reached that the Magistrates
had it "nearly right".

The case went back to the Guildhall,
where the Magistrates stuck to their
original decision and made a new
order.

A MATAR committee member told Crass
Roots: "We are delighted. The case
has shown that people have a legal
right to have repairs to their
property even where the property may
shortly be due for demolition. This
order includes curing the damp -

something we have never pressed in
the past."”

Meanwhile the Council is rushing
through plans to appoint six extra
Public Health Inspectors in Notting-
ham.

Precedent

It is believed that the Health
Department plans to keep a much
sharper eye on clearance areas from
now on to try to avoid more cases
like this one. A similar case could
go through the Courts in weeks
rather than months now a precedent
has been established.

Cont. on page 3

OFFICES cont.

and moreover would be in accordance
with present official Labour Party
policy for more 'open government'.

As summarised in the 'Evening Post',
the report reveals that the Council
has little to hide (why, therefore,
the heavy-handed treatment of g
Councillor Evans, and the frantic
references to 'leaks'?). It seems
rather that the Council got itself
tied up in a tangle of planning
applications and its own good
intentions.

Too small

As the report suggests, it makes
sense to move all Council Depart-
ments under one roof. But what is
difficult to understand is the
Council's reasoning in preferring
the Theatre Royal site to more
logical alternatives. Indeed, the
Council's own Consultant Surveyor
recommended Toll House Hill as the
most sensible site, and specific-
ally rejected the Theatre Royal site
because it was too small! Thus the
Council will not, in fact, be
achieving its stated object if the
development takes place behind the
Theatre Royal, since a number of
departments will still have to be
housed elsewhere.

A question to be conjured with,
thén, is what happened between the
Consultant Surveyor's Heport and the
final decisions which rejected its
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recommendations. It is difficult to
see why, in the light of these
recommendations, a private company
was allowed to develop Toll House
Hill for private use, and more
difficult still to see why Bentray
were allowed to press on with plans
for new District Council Offices at
the back of the Theatre Royal -
especially in view of the Labour
Group's declared policy of opposing
further office development in
central Nottingham.

Puzziing

So.puzzling is 3l this, in fact,
that one w rs if the whole truth
has been told after all.

The Toll House Hill development
repays further study. With 200,000
sq.ft. of floor space, and costing
£10 million, this ugly monster,
straddlirz the main western entrance
to the City in what is laughably
presented as an echo of the old
Chapel Bar, is the chief obsceni’y
in the Council's whole developme i1t
policy. s reported in Grass Roots
3, the new S5t. Ann's Estate, which
provides homes for 8,000 people,
cost only twice as much. It is this
sort of figure which gives force to
the Theatre FPoint Action Group's
'homes not offices' campaign.

It is also worth looking in detail
at other blocks in the jungle of
concrete and brick luxuriating
around Toll House Hill.,

There is Chapel Bar House with
42,000 sq.ft. of floor space, 8-18
Chapel Bar with 20,000 sq.ft., D.H.
Lawrence House with 46,000 sq.ft.,
Chaddesden House with 40,000 sq.ft.,
College House with 59,000 sq.ft.,
28-38 Wollaton Street with 38,000
sa.ft., and Lambert House with
555006 sa.fb,

Still unlet

Most of this 300,000 sq.ft. has

been completed since last October,
and approximately half of it appears
still to be unlet. Add in Toll House
Hill itself (still unlet), and there
is a grand total of 3 million sq.ft.
of office space, 350,000 sq.ft. of
it still unlet, in area only three
hundred yards across.
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inc this in a city with ¥ million
sg.it. of office space unlet or
under construc:ion!

Compar: fnese r'igures with the
120,00C sq ft. of the Bentray
ceveloprnent on the Theatre Royal
site, znd the conclusion is obvious.
The Council should set up their
stream-lined District Council
Offices under one roof at Toll House
Hill, and should explore every
possible means of breaking the
agreement with Bentray and putting
the Theatre Royal site to better use.

It seems almost a necessary
expiation of their sins in visiting
the Centre Point plague on our long-
suffering city.



MISERY TENANTS cont.
What the Magistrates said:

"In fairness to ourselves we must
say that in normal circumstances it
would be neither sensible nor just
and certainly not humane to make a
decision which involved Mrs Newton
in living at 55 Hawthorn Street,
agreed by all concerned as
constituting a statutory nuisance,
indeed as being unfit for human
habitation, for one hour more than
this court by its order could avoid."
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"The High Court judgment does not
say in terms that we are bound to
base our decision on the programme
of slum clearance planned by the
City Council under the Housing Act
of 1957. The judgment does not say
that we shall not weigh and weigh
carefully the length of the period
during which Mrs Newton or indeed

any human being in these unfortunate
circumstances could be expected to
endure conditions in which she is
obliged to live."
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"Further, in determining the period
in which statutory nuisances must be
abated, it is clear that we are
entitled to phase more specifically
than in our last order, a progress-
ion for Mrs Newton during the period
we determine, towards a far higher
standard of conditions in this house
than exists at the present time."

*  *  * ¥ * * ¥ *

What the Public Health Inspector
said:

"1 was satisfied at that time (13th
February, 1973) that there were no
urgent repairs that required attent-
ion." (F.E. Weston, District Public
Health Inspector)
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i The smallest hearing aid in the world with AVC. It fits
entirely into the ear canal, and is extremely comfortable to |
* wear. Excellent natural sound reproduction. Sieeves of soft
. plastic serve as a seat in the ear canal and as a barrier
against acoustic feedback. An easy-to-operate volume control
and a replaceable wax guard are additional features of this
outstanding new design.

AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

S G “Service Guarantee” To Better Hearing

HOME APPOINTMENTS

Details of this new and economical plan to better hearing
plus the latest edition of “Hearing Aids - Program 74,
including a guide to current hear?ng aids (special terms
avaiiabie to O.A.P's and disabled ex-service) will be sent
free and without obligation to any reader who completes
the coupon and posts it to:—

NOTTINGHAM HEARING AID SERVIC

l ARTHUR BINKS, 5 Savagesakdad. RuddingtEon .

Tei.: 213065 + 285596

l Please post me free and without obtigation a copy of l
“Hearing Aids Program '74,” Plus details of the

l “Service Guarantee To Better Hearing.’
Name.....ccecceainennancocsccancansncnnsas

I Address . ......cccuevcascnc-ssccactosasnsnans '
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ORDER GRASS ROOTS!

By phone: Nottingham 46714.
By post: The Editor, Grass Roots,
31a Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

Individual subscription: 80p p.a.
Tor 12 montns issues (incl. postage).
Bulk orders: 40p per month for 10
coples (incl. postage).

Cheques/P.0.s to Nottingham Council
of Social Service.

PRODUCED BY
SPECTRUM GRAPHICS

WANTED...
People who care

Throughout Nottingham, voluntary
groups have sprung up to meet a variety
of different needs. The range of groups
is vast. It includes helping at clubs for
the elderly, playgroups, the physically
and mentally handicapped, entertaining
in hospitals, decorating, gardening,
helping families, and befriending the
housebound or lonely. Most of all,
groups depend on the help of people like
you. So if you've got some time to spare
and you would like to help out in some
way, then why don’t you contact us and
find out about the various opportunities
that exist.
The Voluntary Work Agency,
Nottm. Council of Social Service,
31a Manfield Road,
Nottingham.
Tel. 46714.

WILL YOU SLEEP
ALONE TONIGHT?

HAVE YOU A SPARE ROOM?
COULD YOU TAKE AN ELDERLY PERSON?
AGE CONCERN: TEL. NOTTM. 46714

YOU CAN READ THIS

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CANNOT?
HE CAN BE HELPED TO READ AND WRITE.

LESSONS ARE FREE AND CAN BE ARRANGED
IN HIS OWN HOME.

DETAILS FROM:

M. D. KILPATRICK,
312 MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM.

TEL. NOTTM. 46714.

. THiS I1s THE sich o HOME BREWERY co.LTD.

Nottingham*

find CO-OP

membership

ays!
aﬂn'o)f/in Long Eato

Rettford, Staple ford,
Sandigcre,Boston k- Skeqness

Applicationforms in all shps,
or from Grester Nottinghém
Co-operative Society, ©

Puvlic Relations Department,
243 Derby Eoad, Lenton,
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Notinghaim. Telephone: 4402

Most families in

A
ﬁrﬂgﬁham, Hikknall, Finxton, |
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