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Case for play space

THERE ARE FOUR ACRES of open space
per thousand people in Nottingham.

On paper that is quite impressive,
but it includes huge parks like
Wollaton Park and the Forest Recreat-
ion Ground. There is precious little
local community play space. Notting-
ham has only one adventure play
ground (in St.Ann's). Not a very
impressive showing considering that
there are more than 70,000 children
between the ages of 2% and 16 in the
City.

The problem is that the provision of
local play space has not been recog-
nised by the District Council's
Leisure Services Committee as a
priority. Their emphasis has been
on big prestige leisure projects =~
sports centres and the like - and
while such projects are undoubtedly
worthwhile, the net effect has been
to push local play space firmly into
the background.

There are some parks dotted around,
of course, some with traditional
playgrounds with swings and slides,
but the arguments for the establish-
ment of adventure playgrounds in a

city like Nottingham are strong. In
aiming to provide opportunities for
the physical, educational and social
development of children the range of
activities adventure playground can
offer include many not otherwise
available to urban children - climb-
ing trees, building dens, lighting
fires, growing flowers and vegetab-
les, as well as painting, dressing-
up and playing impromptu games.

It is more expensive to set up an
adventure playground than a conven-
tional playground, although a small-
ish one (the smallest would be about
half an acre) could be set up for
£10,000 - £15,000, A site must be
found, water and electricity laid onm,
a fence erected, and a sturdy and
sizeable hut is essential for activ-
ities, especially in the Winter and
when it rains., The salary of a play-
leader is, however, the only major
running cost, since adventure play-
grounds are community projects, and
local traders and families will
often provide many of the materials
used by the kids in their play.

These sums of money are relatively
small in terms of local authority
expenditure, but are daunting
amounts for communities, often poor,

to raise themselves -~ which under-
lines the necessity of getting
Council commitment to the idea. Site
costs and a play-leader's salary
alone demand Council involvement. It
is time for the Council to face up
to its responsibility for its child-
ren and to be prepared to put more
into such projects than mere plann-
ing permission.

Forcing local community groups to
depend on the pot luck of the Urban
Aid scheme, as Raleigh Street,
Balloon Woods, the Meadows, Edwards
Land and Fisher Street are having to
do, indicates a dangerous lack of
concern from the Council for the
welfare of youngsters in the City -
many of whom daily run the risk of
serious injury on the roads because
there is nowhere else for them to
play. Local play space, hopefully
adventure playgrounds, must become a
top priority of the Leisure Services
Committee.

Adventure playgrounds are essential-
ly community projects and the enthus-
iastic involvement of families in an
area is vital to their success. So,

Crossing Raleigh
Street (Cover:

Portland Road)

in calling for the Leisure Services
Committee to earmark money in its
capital programme for adventure play-
grounds, it is also necessary to

call for a very different attitude

to the provision of local play space.

Community (and that includes the
kids, of course) participation and
discussion are essential - a play-
ground of this type foisted on a
community is almost certainly doomed
to failure, The playground must be
an integral part of the neighbour-
hood and will take on the neighbour-
hood's character -~ for this reason
it must be a fairly permanent set-up,
for although summer play-schemes are
in many ways to be welcomed (Notting-
ham has seven this year), it can be
very disillusioning for a child to
see the summer playground packed up
at the end of the holiday, and too
often he feels "I knew it couldn't
last".

It is difficult to quantify the
success of adventure playgrounds in
terms of money, but towns and cities
all over Britain - indeed, all over
the world - have recognised their
value in social terms. It is time
that Nottingham made them a top
priority.

o

On target

2

Dead shots...

ALARMING RUMOURS have been reaching
us of total chaos and collapse in
last month's delivery service of the
"Nottingham Arrow" (news-sheet of
your friendly neighbourhood Council).
Not only have copies been arriving
late, but in many cases were not
delivered at all. This may or may
not be connected with the dateline
on earlier copies reading "June"
instead of "July". On the other
hand, it may have something to do
with the unexpected discovery in a
little-used corner of the distribut-
ors' premises of 8,000 copies which
had somehow been overlooked. No
doubt the Council will now consider
shooting future Arrows themselves
instead of paying a private firm to
leave them in the quiver.

... and lead shots

EVEN MORE ALARMING is the ghastly
dullness which has settled over the
Council's organ. There is even a
Corporation agony column, where
"Marian Sherwood" doles out sedat-
ives for municipal neuroses (one
suspects her correspondents have as
much real existence as those Star
Questioners in the Evening Post who
are always thirsting to know how
earless snakes can be charmed with
music, and how many ways Shakespeare
spelled his name). In fact, the
Arrow is much less interesting than
its predecessor the City News, and
in one important respect is less
informative: it does not publish
summaries of the main Council comm-
ittee decisions. So, under a veneer
of providing more information, the
Arrow only lets its readers know
what the Council wants them to know
- which isn't all that much.

Let's take a test case for the
future. The July Arrow mentions the
imminent revision of local govern-
ment boundaries. The City Council's
suggestions for redrawing ward
boundaries will be displayed (and
publicised in the Arrow?) in Septem-
ber. The public's comments are
invited - but this is a highly com-
plicated business which a properly
informative Council news-sheet could
do a lot to explain. Though the
word "gerrymandering" will be far
from the lips of everyone in Notting-
ham, it will be interesting never-

































