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ase for play space
THERE ARE FOUR ACRES of open space
per thousand people in Nottingham.
On paper that is quite impressive,
but it includes huge parks like
Wollaton Park and the Forest Recreat-
ion Ground. There is precious little
local community play space. Notting-
ham has only one adventure play
ground (in St.Ann's). Not a very
impressive showing considering that
there are more than 70,000 children
between the ages of 2% and 16 in the
City.

The problem is that the provision of
local play space has not been recog-
nised by the District Council's
Leisure Services Committee as a
priority. Their emphasis has been
on big prestige leisure projects -
sports centres and the like - and
while such projects are undoubtedly
worthwhile, the net effect has been
to push local play space firmly into
the background.

There are some parks dotted around,
of course, some with traditional
playgrounds with swings and slides,
but the arguments for the establish-
ment of adventure playgrounds in a

to raise themselves - which under-
lines the necessity of getting
Council commitment to the idea. Site
costs and a play-leader's salary
alone demand Council involvement. It
is time for the Council to face up
to its responsibility for its child-
ren and to be prepared to put more
into such projects than mere plann-
ing permission.
Forcing local community groups to
depend on the pot luck of the Urban
Aid scheme, as Raleigh Street,
Balloon Woods, the Meadows, Edwards
Land and Fisher Street are having to
do, indicates a dangerous lack of
concern from the Council for the
welfare of youngsters in the City -
many of whom daily run the risk of
serious injury on the roads because
there is nowhere else for them to
play. Local play space, hopefully
adventure playgrounds, must become a
top priority of the Leisure Services
Committee.

Adventure playgrounds are essential-
ly comunity projects and the enthus-
iastic involvement of families in an
area is vital to their success. So,
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city like Nottingham are strong. In
aiming to provide opportunities for
the physical, educational and social
development of children the range of
activities adventure playground can
offer include many not otherwise
available to urban children - climb-
ing trees, building dens, lighting
fires, growing flowers and vegetab-
les, as well as painting, dressing-
up and playing impromptu games.
It is more expensive to set up an
adventure playground than a conven-
tional playground, although a small-
ish one (the smallest would be about
half an acre) could be set up for
Ã10,000 - Ã15,000. A site must be
found, water and electricity laid on,
a fence erected, and a sturdy and
sizeable hut is essential for activ-
ities, especially in the Winter and
when it rains. The salary of a play-
leader is, however, the only major
running cost, since adventure play-
grounds are community projects, and
local traders and families will
often provide many of the materials
used by the kids in their play.

These sums of money are relatively
small in terms of local authority
expenditure, but are daunting
amounts for communities, often poor,
2 y

in calling for the Leisure Services
Committee to earmark money in its
capital programme for adventure play-
grounds, it is also necessary to
call for a very different attitude
to the provision of local play space.

Community (and that includes the
kids, of course) participation and
discussion are essential - a play-
ground of this type foisted on a
community is almost certainly doomed
to failure. The playground must be
an integral part of the neighbour-
hood and will take on the neighbour-
hood's character - for this reason
it must be a fairly permanent set-up,
for although summer play-schemes are
in many ways to be welcomed (Nottingw
ham has seven this year), it can be
very disillusioning for a child to
see the sumer playground packed up
at the end of the holiday, and too
often he feels "I knew it couldn't
last".

It is difficult to quantify the
success of adventure playgrounds in
terms of money, but towns and cities
all over Britain - indeed, all over
the world - have recognised their
value in social terms. It is time
that Nottingham made them a top
priority.
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Dead shots
ALARMING RUMOURS have been reaching
us of total chaos and collapse in
last month's delivery service of the
"Nottingham Arrow" (news-sheet of
your friendly neighbourhood Council).
Not only have copies been arriving
late, but in many cases were not
delivered at all. This may or may
not be connected with the dateline
on earlier copies reading "June"
instead of "July". 0n the other
hand, it may have something to do
with the unexpected discovery in a
little-used corner of the distribut-
orsó premises of 8,000 copies which
had somehow been overlooked. No
doubt the Council will now consider
shooting future Arrows themselves
instead of paying a private firm to
leave them in the quiver.

and lead shots
EVEN MORE ALARMING is the ghastly
dullness which has settled over the
Council's organ. There is even a
Corporation agony column, where
"Marian Sherwood" doles out sedat-
ives for municipal neuroses (one
suspects her correspondents have as
much real existence as those Star
Questioners in the Evening Post who
are always thirsting to know how
earless snakes can be charmed with
music, and how many ways Shakespeare
spelled his name}. In fact, the
Arrow is much less interesting than
its predecessor the City News, and
in one important respect is less
informative: it does not publish
summaries of the main Council comm-
ittee decisions. So, under a veneer
of providing more information, the
Arrow only lets its readers know
what the Council wants them to know
- which isn't all that much.

Let's take a test case for the
future. The July Arrow mentions the
imminent revision of local govern-
ment boundaries. The City Council's
suggestions for redrawing ward
boundaries will be displayed (and
publicised in the Arrow?) in Septem-
ber. The public's comments are
invited - but this is a highly com-
plicated business which a properly
informative Council news-sheet could
do a lot to explain. Though the
word "gerrymandering" will be far
from the lips of everyone in Nottinge
ham, it will be interesting never-



theless to see just how adequately
the Arrow explains the issues involv-
ed - and just which councillors
suddenly find themselves with un-
expectedly safe or marginal seats.
On Target will be keeping in touch!

Meadows, 82 all told. The Foundation

FEARLESS COLUMNIST David Levine
struggles on manfully with his hard-
hitting "Talk-in" column in the
Evening Post. He has our sympathy -
writing politics for the Post must
be almost as easy as writing a
Family Planning column for the
Catholic Herald. Worried, no doubt,
that weekly savagings of the Labour
group on the County Council were
giving a false impression of bias,
Mr Levine has taken to producing
long and painfully impartial artic-
les (there was even a good word for
Councillor Foster) on such topics as
public participation and the loss of
local government autonomy. Worthy
though these subjects are, unfortun-
ately the column is now rather
boring. Nostalgia must occasionally
overwhelm Mr Levine for the halcyon
days of Alderman Mrs Anne Yates,
Conservative Chairman of the old
County Council - a self-effacing
lady, whose unconceited concept of
her public role involved fitting
ANN 1 registration plates to the
official limousine. These were
loyally offered to Princess Anne on
the simultaneous demise of the old
County Council, the Tory majority,
and Mrs Yatesó Chairmanship. Sadly,
the new Labour Chairman's first name
is Dick.

Catch-22?
IT'S A GOOD IDEA not to arrive in
Nottingham penniless and homeless.
If you haven't somewhere to live,
the D.H.S.S. won't pay you any money
- and if you haven't got any money,
you can't get somewhere to live!

Even in the Post
OUR LOCAL DAILY was evidently suffer-
ing from bad vibes on July 11th. The
lead story featured protests by Mr
David Jackson against attempts by
the Labour-controlled City Council
to infiltrate the governing body of
Nottingham High School. Mr Jackson
is perhaps best known as landlord of
the Bell Inn, Angel Row, and doubt-
less appreciated the Post quoting
him talking about "this fine shcool",
thus giving the impression that he'd
been sampling too many of his own
wares. And in the very next column
the Post discovered between editions
that some peanuts are just peanuts
compared with other peanuts:

ó 4m. Ã40m.
tonic tonic

for NHS for NHS
is ójust iS just

peanutsô eanuts

Interesting landlords (1)
THE NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
Fbundation owns a large number of
slum houses in Phase 4 of the

that such action was not necessary,
since the buildings concerned were
in a clearance area and were to come
down anyway. The court found - I
applaud its findings ð that the fact
that the dwellings had a limited
life did not remove from the local
authority the necessity to make them

HOMELESS FAMlLlES= POLICE ACT!

owns both Waterway Terrace and
Wilford Terrace, the former being
unusual only in the ability of the
drains to block and regurgitate
sewerage into everyoneós backyard.
It also owns the majority of
Waterway Street (47 houses} and
three properties in Wilford Road.
The Foundation is notable for its
spirited defence against a summons
from the tenant of 25 Wilford Road
on repairs. Pausing only to complete
45 items of repair, the Foundation
sprang into court and claimed that
the action was totally unnecessary.
Still, Official Custodian for Char-
ities as trustee for the Foundation
is H.Seely Whitby, who also happens
to be President of the Nottingham
Law Society.

Section 99
From "Hansard", 15th June, 1974.

Mr Kaufman (replying to a proposed
amendment to the 1957 Housing Act):

"It has not been demonstrated that
the powers available to tenants in
Section 99 of the Public Health Act
1956, little used though those
powers have been so far, are insuff-
icient to deal with the problems
that can arise. I for one am glad
about the test case which occurred
in Nottingham a few months ago,
which gave that former local author-
ity a shock. I only wish that other
local authorities could be given a
similaróshock when they fall down on
their responsibilities ...

"The heartening aspect of the
Nottingham case was that it was the
Nottingham local authority which was
compelled to act, despite its claim

decently habitable as long as they
were lived in."

'Arr0wing tale

THE CASTLE'S CELEBRATBD arrowless -
and stringless - Robin Hood (tourist
magnet and emblem of this column}
has never been popular in Nottingham
because it has a pixie hat, suffers
from elephantiasis, and doesn't look
like Errol Flynn (compare the much
more satisfactory Home Ales trade-
mark). But fierce civic pride still
erupts from time to time in the
correspondence columns of the Even-
ing Post over the best deterrent
against arrow-snatchers. Suggestions
range from the simple and fairly
sensible (thorn bushes, sticking it
on better) to the slightly extra-
vagant (moats, barbed wire, spiked
railings, blue dye) and the frankly
paranoid (electrification - thus
rendering the prospective thief
shocked, concussed or dead, man-
traps, elephant-pits). On Target
would be interested to hear from
local patriots with further suggest-
ions.

GRASS ROOTS is published by the
Grass Roots Committee, People's
Centre, 55 Mansfield Rd., Nottm.
(Tel.A11227). Contributions and
criticisms are welcome - send by
post or call in at Mansfield Rd.
Orders can be taken at the above
address or óphone number.
Individual subscri tion: 80p p.a.
for 12 months issues iincluding
postage).
Bulk orders: 40p per month for
10 copies iincluding postage).
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