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The following piece is based partly on the London Anarchist Black Crossôs
new improved Defendants Guide to Arrest, available free from London
ABC, clo 121 Railton Rd., London, SE24 0LR (enclose s.a.e.) and mainly
on personal experience of the author and friends. ' '

You have been arrested I
You have to be taken to a designated police station to be óprocessedô. If you
are de-arrested after a time and dumped somewhere, as has happened to some
hunt sabs, you may have a clairnefor false imprisonment. Once at the station,
you should be handed into the ócareô of the custody ofýcer - he/she should not
be concerned with investigating your alleged offence, but they will decide
whether there is enough evidence to charge you, report you for summons or
release you.
You have to give your name, address and possibly date of birth (depending on
who you talk to, some people say you donôt have to give it if youôre over 21 -
take advice). Make sure the name and address you give are veriýable and
agree with any i.d. you are carrying. The police normally
check the electoral role to see if youôre on it . If youôre YQu'fe nickeqg
not on the role or if they are suspicious they will Now I just need to

think of a reasonring up or send a car round to check up - You need
someone there to say ñYes Fred Bloggs lives
hereò. But be careful, if you are nicked for
something like shoplifting or ALFI
inonkeywrenching activities, they will want to
search Fredôs room. Remember, you only
have to give a name you are known by to
the police. (Warning. On many protests
nowadays, there will be private security
ýrms, like Brays Security, compiling ýles
on protesters; the police will give your
name to these firms and have also been
known to pass on hunt sabs details to
hunts.) If you are already on the police -
national computer records, or are carrying
i.d. in the name you have given, they will
often leave it at that. If the police don't trust
the name and address you've given them,
they will hold you under section 25 of the police and criminal evidence act
until they are satisýed. If you attend a police station to enquire after a mate
who has been nicked, remember that they may be using a false name and so
donôt drop them in it and donôt answer any questions. If you are charged or
they also have the right to take your ýngerprints although itôs worth kicking up
a fuss as they sometimes back down. They have the right to take your photo
although they cannot legally pose you for it - put your hands up, head down
etc. They often try to surprise you by taking your photo as they open the cell
door or even as youôre walking out the station - be aware. Under the CJA, the
police now have the right to take non-intimate body samples (mouth swabs
etc.) for their DNA database.
The custody ofýcer will make a record of your personal property, some of
which may be retained. You should be allowed to keep personal effects and
have writing material, but often this is refused. You will be asked to sign that
the list of your property is correct - sign under the last item listed, so the police
cannotadd anything else afterwards. This also lets them know that you know
your rights which is often more than they do. Keep your wits about you,
remember what is done and said to you. The police often have as little respect
for the law as you do. Once they have indulged their power trip, you can often
sue them for wrongful arrest and false imprisonment (a tactic used very
successfully by many hunt sabs). You should also be asked at this time if you
wish to have someone informed of your arrest and if you wish to consult a
solicitor. You should ring your solicitor, if you have one. Ifyou donôt, you can
use the duty solicitor, but be very wary of these as they can be working with the
police - tell them as little as possible. You will then be placed in a cell. Use
this time to collect your thoughts before the interview. Being in custody
especially for the ýrst time can be ver:y intimidating. Just keep calm and cool,
you are on their home ground. Ifyou are vegan/veggie insist on your diet, they
are obliged to feedô you if you are in for any length of time. It is sometimes
possible to take food in the station for prisoners. If youôre arrested on a demo,
hunt sab etc. there will often be someone outside waiting for you - whatever
the coppers say.
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The Interview
An interview is the police questioning you aboutthe offences they want to charge
you with. The interview williusually take place in an interview room in the police
station and be recorded. They will tell you that they just want your side of the
story to sort things out - this is bollocks. An interview is only of benefit to the
police. They are not interested in the truth, they want evidence to convict you.
As from April 10th 1995, the CJA removed the traditional right to silence. However
it is important to remember that the police cannot force you to answer questions.
whatever they say. Section 34 of the CJA talks of the failure to mention any fact
that is later used as an element of you defence. That is that the fact that you didnôi
mention these facts to the police can be pointed out ir1 court and inferences drawn.
You cannot be convicted on the basis ofyour silence alone. The general consensus
seems to be that the best course of action is still to answer ñNo Commentò to all
police questions and refuse to be interviewed without your solicitor being present.
The London based Legal Defence and Monitoring Group, have suggested the
following response to police questioning (if you can remember all this) ñI have
been advised I should answer no questions. It is not right that I should have to
give a complete case,for ómyself until the charges have been made and properly
explained and until there are other people around to check the questions put to
me are fair and legal. I will say nothing until I am advised to do so by a ýtlly

qualiýed legal adviser.ò
One other way round it being considered by the legal profession is to
listen to the police questions answering ñNo Commentò to each one.
This will give you a good idea of the police case. as they often read witness
statements to you and ask you to comment. Then after consulting a solicitor
you can definitely trust, you can decide to make a written voluntary
statement mentioning in the barest detail any fact which you will use in
your defence and then refuse to be questioned on that statement. Under
the CJA they should not be able to point this out in court although this has
yet to be tested in law. Do not take this course of action without consulting
your solicitor. Remember: Unless advised otherwise by someone you can
trust, answer all police questions ñNo Commentò. If you are to be
interviewed it shows that you are in a good position and they need more
evidence. Do not be tricked or intimidated by the police, they are lying-
evil bastards who will tell you anything to get you to talk. ñNo Comment"
down the line. You might get out quicker by -talking, but whatôs a couple
of extra hours in the cell compared to months or years inside. If you are
nicked on very serious charges, or for serious violence to a police officer.
the cops may rough you up, or use serious violence and torture to get a
confession (true or false) out of you. Ifthis happens, obviously itôs your
choice to speak rather than face serious injury, but remember, what you

say could land you inside for a long time, even if itôs not true. Donôt rely on
retracting a confession in court. If you are mistreated, see a doctor immediately
on release. Get a written report of all bruising and marking. Remember police
names and numbers.
After 6 hours in detention an ofýcer of inspector or above must review your
detention and decide whether it is óproperô. Thereafter your detention must be
reviewed at nine hour intervals. After 24 hours review must by the station
superintendent, who can then authorise a further 12 hours only in the case of a
serious arrestable offence (murder, rape, etc.), after which review must be by
magistrates. lf you are charged in this time the police may bail you to appear in
court at a given date, or detain you until the next available sitting of the magistrates
court (bit of a pain over a bank holiday weekend). If you have no ýxed abode
(N.F.A.), they will almost certainly keep you in, so itôs worth sorting out a veriýable
address.
The police may offer to release you if you sign a caution. This is basically you
admitting to your ócrimeô but no charges will be pressed - basically a telling off.
What it really means is that they havenôt got enough evidence to charge you and
they want you to sign away any right to sue them once youôre released.
As soon as you have been released, write down all you can remember about your
arrest and the events leading up to it and contact potential witnesses and get them
to do the same.
If charges are dropped or you win in court, consult a solicitor about suing the
police this can net you quite a bit of cash (several hundred quid for each hour in
custody) and will make the bastards think twice next time.
Further Information:
London Anarchist Black Cross, s.a.e. for free booklet, c/o 121 Railton Rd.,
London SE24 0LR.
Legal Defence and Monitoring Group, c/o B.M. Box Haven, London WCIN
3XX.



"Money is the real cause of poverty,ò said Owen.
"Prove it,ò repeated Crass.
"Money is the cause of poverty because it is the
ievice by which those who are too lazy to work
are enabled to rob the workers of the fruits of their
labour.ò
ñProve it,ò said Crass.
Owen slowly folded up the piece of newspaper he
had been reading and put it into his pocket.
ñAll right,ò he replied. ñIôll show you how the Great
Money trick is worked.ò
Owen opened his dinner basket and took from it
two slices of bread, but as these were not sufýcient,
he requested that anyone who had some bread left
should give it to him. They gave him several pieces,
which he placed in a heap on a clean piece ofpaper,
and, having borrowed the pocket knives they used
to cut and eat their dinners with from Easton,
Harlow and Philpot, he addressed them as follows:
ñThese pieces of bread represent the raw materials
which exist naturally in and on the earth for the use
of mankind; they were not made by any human
being, but were created for the benefit and
sustenance of all, the same as were the air and the
light of the sun.ò
ñNow,ò continued Owen, ñI am a capitalist; or
rather I represent the landlord and the capitalist
class. That is to say, all these raw materials belong
to me. It does not matter for our present argument
how I obtained possession of them; the only thing
that matters now is the admitted fact that all the
raw materials which are necessary for the
production of the necessaries of life are now the
property of the landlord and capitalist class. I am
that class: all these raw materials belong to me,ò
ñNow you three represent the working class. You
have nothing, and formy part, although Ihave these
raw materials, they are of no use to me. What I
need is the things that can be made out of these
raw materials by work: but I am too lazy to work
for me. But ýrst I must explain that I possess
something else besides the raw materials. These
three knives represent all the machinery of
production; the factories, tools railways and so
forth, without which, the necessaries of life cannot
be produced in abundance. And these three coinsò
- taking three half pennies from his pocket -
ñrepresent my money, capital.ò
ñBut before we go any further,ò said Owen,
interrupting himself, ñit is important that you
remember that I am not supposed to be merely a
capitalist I represent the whole capitalist class.
You are not supposed to be just three workers, you
represent the whole working class.ò
Owen proceeded to cut up one of the slices of bread
into a number of little square blocks.
ñThese represent the things which are produced by
labour, aided by machinery, from the raw materials.
We will suppose that three of these blocks represent
a weekôs work. We will suppose that a weekôs
work is worth one pound.ò
Owen now addressed himself to the working classes
as represented by Philpot, Harlow and Easton.
ñYou ósay that you are all in need of employment,
and as I am the kind-hearted capitalist class I am
going to invest all my money in various industries
so as to give you plenty of work. I shall pay each
of you one pound per week, and a weekôs work is

wouldn't do that now.
that you must each produce three of these square
blocks. For doing this work, you will each receive
your wages; the money will be your own, to do as
you like with, and the things you produce will of
course be mine, to do-as I like with. You will each
take one of these machines and as soon as you have
done a weekôs work, you shall have your money.ò
The working classes accordingly set to work, and
the capitalist class sat down and watched them. As
soon as they had ýnished, they handed the nine little
blocks to Owen, who placed them on a piece of
paper by his side and paid the workers their wages.
ñThese blocks represent the necessaries of life. You
canôt live without some of these things, but as they
belong to me, you will have to buy them from me:
my price for these blocks, is one pound each.ò
As the working classes were in need of necessaries
of life and as they could not eat, drink or wear the
useless money, they were compelled to agree to
the kind capitalistôs terms. They each bought back,
and at once consumed, one-third of the produce of
their labour. The capitalist class also devoured two
of the square blocks, and so the net result of the
weekôs work was that the kind capitalist had
consumed two pounds worth of the things produced
by the labour of the others, and reckoning the
squares at their market value of one pound each,
he had more than doubled his capital, for he still
possessed the three pounds in money and in addition
four pounds worth of goods. As for the working
classes, Philpot, Harlow and Easton, having each
consumed the poundôs worth of necessaries they
had bought with their wages, they were again in
precisely the same condition as when they had
started "work - they had nothing.
The process was repeated several times: for each
weekôs work the producers were paid their wages.
They kept on working and spending all their
earnings. The kind hearted capitalist consumed
twice as much as any one of them and his pool of
wealth continually increased. In a little while,
reckoning the little squares at their market value of
one pound each, he was worth about one hundred
pounds, and the working classes were still in the
same condition as when they began, and were still
tearing into their work as if their lives depended on
ll.
After a while the rest of the crowd began to laugh,
and their merriment increased when the kind-
hearted capitalist, just after having sold a weekôs
worth of necessaries to each of his workers,
suddenly took their tools, the machinery of
production, the knives away from them, and
informed them that as owing to over production
all his storehouses were glutted with the necessaries
of life, he had decided to close down the works.
ñWell, and wot the bloody óell are we to do now?ò
demanded Philpot.
ñThatôs not my business,ò replied the kind-hearted
capitalist ñIôve paid your wages, and provided
you with plenty of work for a long time past. I
have no more work for you to do at present. Come
round again in a few monthsô time and Iôll see what
I can do for you.ò
ñBut what about the necessaries of life?ò Demanded
Harlow.
ñWe must have something to eat.ò
ñOfcourse you must,ò replied the capitalist alfably;

The following is an extract from the book The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists
written by Robert Tressell, concerning the lives of a group of labourers in the
year 1906. It is claimed that this book won the 1945 election for Labour, well it

ñand I shall be very pleased to sell you some.ò
ñBut we ainôt got no bloody money!ò
ñWell you can't expect me to give you my goods
for nothing! You didnôt work for me for nothing,
you know. I paid you for your work and you should
have saved something: you should have been thrifty
like me. Look how I have got on by being thrifty!ò
The unemployed looked blankly at each other, but
the rest of the crowd only laughed; and then the
three unemployed began to abuse the kind-hearted
capitalist, demanding that he should give them some
of the necessaries of life that he had piled up in his
warehouses, or be allowed to work and produce
some more for their own needs: and even threatened
to take some of the things by force if he did not
comply with their demands. But the kind-hearted
capitalist told them not to be insolent, and spoke
to them about honesty. and said if they were not
careful he would have their faces battered in for
them by the police. or if necessary he would call
out the military and have them shot down like dogs.
the same as he had done before at Featherstone
and Belfast.
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At the turn of the century the United States was emerging as a new power in world
politics. The inþux of irmnigration from Europe and the rest of the world led to a
rapidly increasing population and industrial growth was beginning to outstrip that
of the established European powers.
The existing trade unions, based in particular crafts, had no room for the new
immigrantsor black workers who had gradually been drifting away from the
southern states, looking for work in the emerging industries.
The Industrial Workers of the World (Wobblies) were set up by militant workers
detemiined to organise the working class into óOne Big Unionô rejecting the racism
and timidity of the existing movement. 1 A
The prime concern of the delegates at the ýrst congress in 1905 were rooted in the
realities of everyday life. The surplus of labour forced workers to drift from one
job to another, virtually defenceless before the whims of their employers. Where
employment was found, they often had to suffer subsistence level wages and
conditions that were ruinous to their health.
The idea of óOne Big Unionô, for all people who sell their labour to survive, across
national boundaries is the guiding principle under which the Wobblies have always
organised. The use of direct action won huge gains for workers in the period
before the entry of the USA into the ýrst world war, the greatest triumph being the
victorious textile strikes of 1912.
The employers resisted the Wobblies with baton charges and bullets and in almost
every strike, workers were murdered by the óPinkertonô squads of hired thugs.
The growth of Wobblies was ended abruptly by the largest federal and state
operation to smash an organisation ever seen in the USA.
Thirty five years before McCarthyism, Wobblies were persecuted for their óUn-
Americanismô. Government inýltration and the manipulation of the Communist
Party led to schism and decline. There were a number of successful campaigns in
the 1930s but after the second world war, the I.W.W. ceased to have any real
inþuence in the U.S. trades union movement.

The democratic and anti-authoritarian nature of Wobblie unionism was its strength.
Members were able to learn for themselves and their fellows the tactics to ýght the
employers, without self-serving elected officials or party bosses dictating policy to
the membership. . -

The collapse of authoritarian ócommunismô and the undeniable failure of capitalism
to provide for the needs of any but the tiny few, has led to renewed interest in
libertarian and anarchist unionism. In the last few years, the I.W.W. has begun to
re-emerge.
Today the I.W.W. is organising under the same principles, particularly aiming their
activities at workers in industries where there is no union recognition and conditions
are particularly bad. In September 1994 in New York, 600 motor cycle couriers
formed a local section of the I.W.W.. The venture has since spread to Washington,
Cleveland, Los Angeles and London.
Spreading information on sharp company practices and successful actions taken
for better wages and conditions, has boosted the couriers section to well over a
thousand members in the USA, Canada and Britain. In France, Anarcho-
Syndicalists have forced union recognition and doubled the wages of McDonalds
workers, proving that workers can take on and beat even the largest international
corporations.
Speaking in 1985, I.W.W. veteran Jack Miller commenting on the unchanging task
of working people said:
Unless workingpeople take hold, our species willpass out in atomic holocaust,
or we will starve, or smother todeath in air unft to breathe"
Nick e

Nottingham's Critical Mass has now entered its second year reclaiming the
streets for a few hours every month. The bike ride has now moved to the 4tl1
Friday of every month, to coincide with the many and growing number ol
Critical Masses around the country. There have still only been two arrests or
the Nottingham Mass, with the police being forced to release the protesters
when they couldn't think of anything to charge.them with. ô
If you've got a bike and you fancy sticking two ýngers upto the Kar Kulture,
then come along to the next one. ó ô i P ô 4
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g The local hunts have been having quite an easy time of it this season, with very few sabs at all taking place.
N N n h a In They and the police doubtless believe that this is due to the Criminal Justice Act and the new offence of

aggravated trespass. This is not the case. In fact, the only thing stopping us getting out is the lack of
transport.

H nt We need cash to put towards a new vehicle.
If you can help with beneýts, fund-raising or just donations or if you want to come out sabbing, contact us

SabUtBUr$'SaVi|1g LIVES! BoxJ,10HeathooteSt. Nottingham

j


















