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On the evening of the 7th April a group of 8 people sabotaged the construction of the

Itoiz dam deep within Basque territory. This ended one of the most controversial public
constructions in Spain.

The dam was being built in Itoiz, near the city of Aoitz, one of the most beautiful places
in Basque Country. This area forms the transitional landscape between the Pyrenees moun-
tains and the plain. Three Natural Reserves were declared as a result of the areas ecological
importance.( A fact the Spanish Government choose to ignore when they decided to use
one of the reserves as a quarry for limestone for the dam.) Nearby is the largest beech
forest in Europe.

Gabriel Urralburu, former president of the regional administration and the councillor of
public works Antonio Aragon were imprisoned for being paid commissions by the different
companies which awarded the works. Gabriel Urralburu was also involved in organising the
paramilitary anti-basque group G.A.L. and ironically he was born in the next valley. You
bastard!

The Co-ordinate of Itoiz has been campaigning to stop the construction of the dam since
the government decided to build it 11 years ago.

“Solidarios con Itoiz” in action

“Solidarios con Itoiz is not an organisation but a collective of people. On the night of the
7th April, eight Solidarios got inside the construction area and after locking the security
guard up in the barrack they went to the dam wall. There in front of journalists, they sawed
the eight transporting cables with circular saws. The transporting
cables are used to move the concrete for the dam. (700 lorries trans- i ot
ported concrete to the dam every day). They communicated their
successful action to the security forces. Although they did not re- :
sist being arrested, they were brutally beaten. Some of them had &
to be taken to hospital. Once they were arrested they were kept
inisolation. The Co-ordinated backed their action and thousands
showed their support on the streets in Basque Country

Due to a huge solidarity campaign the Solidarios were re-
leased two months after. Between the hundreds of letters they
received from all over the world there was one from Mumia
Abu Jamal. Mumia is still on death row awaiting the out-
come of his recent appeal. Despite all this the Spanish gov-
ernment is still trying to carry on with the work!

The report on the action will be available in the next
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Bookmarks and Housmans
Bookshop face a very serious
legal and financial threat.
They have been singled out
and are being sued for libel
because they sold
Searchlight, the anti-fascist
magazine. Anyone claiming they have been libelled by an
item in a magazine can, under currant laws, sue any
bookshop or distributor which they allege sold the issue
concerned(as well as suing the publisher).

sued for libel -
without saying
a word!

This situation is not only absurd, but also dangerous because of the
threat that it poses to the continued existence of the dwindling number
of outlets for alternative and progressive literature.

A campaign has been launched to raise the funds necessary to legally defend the two
shops- it could cost thousands of pounds. Also, the Defamation Bill currently before parliament
should be amended to end the right of litigants to harass distributors and retailers as a by-
product of their argument with a magazine.

If you wish to see thriving independent bookshops which refuse to be intimidated, please
give generously.

Send any donations payable to " Bookshop Libel Fund" to

Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 9DX or Bookmarks,
265 Seven Sisters Road, Finsbury Park, London N4 2DE.

Green Anarchist is Dead?

For those who haven't heard Green Anarchist have been busted by agents of the state who
seem hell bent on shutting GA down. Green anarchist where one of the first groups to get involved
in the Earth First network, albeit it critically. They have asked for support from Green Enrages
everywhere and want to publicise their trial. The repression of GA's activities are a warning to all of
us that the state doesn't like the way that the Environmental movement is going and will increase
the viciousness of their oppression in proportion to our effectiveness. So some handy tips to
ecowarriors everywhere from Green Anarchist.

For a start don't use this incident as an excuse to stop what you're doing or moderate your
activity. The only proper response to state oppression is to hit back harder.

1) Mask up on demos and don't carry any ID. Give false details and keep your mouth shut.

2) Target police and security cameras they are there to help lock you up. If nothing else just
stand in front or annoy the sods.

3) Don't believe the lies. From some of the media coverage you'd think Earth First | were a
bunch of ecoterrorists on a binge of mayhem and slaughter, as GA will tell you this is far from the
truth.

FORWARD ‘INTELLIGENCE’ UNIT

As reported in the last Nottfin this 12 strong
team now have a presence at every sizeable
action around the country. Set up after the Oct
94 Hyde Park demo their aim is to gather
information on individuals so that “people likely
to provoke disorder can be identified early in
an event.” Clearly they should be interested in

just about everyone on your average action but seem to have a
strange notion that events are organised by leaders or key
individuals. They aim to build a rapport with activists so watch
out. Recently they have been involved in the raid on London
Reclaim the Street’s offices, followed activists home after various
actions in London and have been seen taking a keen interest in
peoples lives.



welcome.

CRITICAL MASS is a monthly (dis)organised coincidence: an enjoyable

g way of confronting serious issues caused by Kar Kulture and motorise madness. The piecemeal,
hypocritical and contradictory policies of local and national government and the apathy of
much of the public won't solve these problems. Given the large number of cyclists in Nottingham
there’s a massive potential to make an effective statement. If you care about what is threatened
by exhaust pollution, traffic noise, congestion, road ‘accidents’ (often a misnomer), road
building, the domination of our communities by the kar etc then get down to MARKET
SQUARE IN THE CITY CENTRE ON THE 4TH FRIDAY (not always the last!) OF
EVERY MONTH AT 5.15pm. Pedestrians, skateboarders and wheelchair users are also

The McLibel trial is now 27 months old ,and is expected to
continue into winter 96/97. All the evidence has now been completed,
and the general feeling of observers is that McDonald's critics have been
completely vindicated by the evidence. 130 witnesses have given live
evidence in court, 70 for McDonalds (including 18 executives/dept. heads)
and 60 for the defence mainly various experts and approximately 30 ex-
employees and trade unionists from around the world.

McDonald's witnesses have tended to be evasive but many have
made admissions or ludicrous statements under guestioning. The McLibel
Two though have no illusions about a verdict based on a jury-less trial
and U.K. libel laws.

A detailed judgement is expected at the end of 1996 or early 1997.
Whatever the verdict the campaign will continue and the McLibel Support
Group call for each and every McDonalds store to be leafleted on the
Saturday afterwards.

The trial is still generating publicity world wide and features in the
media have appeared in such countries as Australia, South Africa, Japan,
Trinidad, Russia, Thailand, India and Israel to name a few.

McDonalds corporation are trying to portray the case as ' an English
issue ' and their lies to the media, revealed in a confidential internal
McDonalds memo in Australia were to ' Contain it as a U.K. issue ',
‘Keep it at arms length- not become guilty by association ' and that 'We
could worsen the controversy by adding our opinion '. McDonalds are
definitely on the defensive world-wide

We must not underestimate the power of McDonalds to swamp the
country and the media abroad with advertising and propaganda for the
rest of the trial and afterwards, that way we have to continue to circulate
and distribute the 'What's wrong with McDonalds leaflet' whatever the
verdict at the trial. Protests and campaigns against McDonalds continue
in over 24 countries.

McSpotlight is on the internet- making available across the globe
everything that McDonalds don't want you to know. With tonnes of info.
And campaigning news, it's already been accessed nearly 3 million times
since February 1996.

McLibel Gathering - Sunday 29 Sept. 10.30am to 8pm - Conway

Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1 -.stalls, discussions,
workshops, adopt-a-store, vegan
food.

McLibel - Adopt-a-store -
Over one and a half millions
® leaflets have been handed out

in this country alone since the
writs were served on Helen and
Dave, many thousands of people
have already pledged to
* continue to distribute leaflets
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about McDonalds whatever the outcome in the
high court case. Can you adopt a store now to
assist in the co-ordinated leafleting of all seven
hundred plus McGarbage outlets when the trial
ends and on other future days of action. The
aim is to have an individual campaigner/group
associated with every branch. Get in touch with
the McLibel Support Campaign (Adopt-a-Store),
180 Mansfield Rd., Notts., NG1 3HW (0115
9585666) and soon, as the annual World-wide
Day of Action Against McDonalds is on 16
October.

At the recent 10 day punk festival in August,
held in Edinburgh, 100 Punk Activists besieged
Ronald McDonald in McDonalds Prince's Street
store. The happy chappy was to tour the street
and give away McShit freebies but he didn't dare
show his face as the activists would have made
a Punx Picnic out of him!

The National Trust recently announced that
they would consider a tender by McDonalds to
have a store at the soon to be developed visitors
centre at Stonehenge. This would be a
horrendous crime and can never be allowed to
happen, by means fair or foul.

Open Mon. - Fri.
9.30 am - 4.00 pm
Saturday
9.30 am - 5.00 pm
High quality
Yegan-Vegetarian food at a
price you can afford and we
are now licensed to seff
afcohvl.

“The liveliest place to eat in
Nottingham
The Rough Guide to
England
15 Goasegate, Hockiey
Moteinghans.
Above Hiziki Wholefoods )

Telephone
0115948 1115




HOME BREWING has had abad press

in recent years. People think that it is hard and
complicated to make. takes a long time and is very
strong. This is not so. It can be very strong (if that’s
what you like!) but is dead easy to make. If you make
your own it could hopefully be:

Organic (if you buy organic sugar) * Vegan *

Made locally * Produce very little waist - most of
which simply ends up on the compost heap * Will
not give money to bastard companies (well hardly
any)

People have been brewing their own for
thousands of years, it’s only recently that the
“supermarket” mentality has meant the multi-
nationals have cornered the market for weak, fizzy
crap.

The definitive book for making wine is “First
Steps in Winemaking” by C.J.J. Berry which costs
about six quid. This contains recipes for every season
of the year.

What it doesn’t say is where to get materials and
equipment from. Car-boot sales, Loot, Evening Post,
Let’s directory etc. A good spot to always try is the
cattle market on a Saturday morning which often has
home-brew kits which you can pick up for £2. Put a
notice up on your local shop board - people have this
sort of thing clogging up their lofts or sheds for years
and will only be too happy to sell it to you.

The basic ingredients can usually be collected in
the country or inner-city waste ground e.g.
ELDERFLOWERS & BERRIES, BLACKBERRIES,
STINGING NETTLES. (ed’s note: avoid collecting
from busy roadsides or contaminated ground - you
don’t need to be drinking industrial pollutants as well
as breathing them!) Or else have a chat with your
local greengrocer who may well be happy to give you
boxes of fruit or veg that have gone off and are
perfectly for wine making. Finally skipping, or the
back of veg shops at night can provide many useful
goodies. When picking in the wild I reckon on picking
one third for me, leaving one third on a bush and the
other stays as wildlife food.

In the book it says that it takes about a year to
make a good wine. Well, it depends upon how much
of a connoisseur you are but believe me after three
months most brews are well drinkable. I regard
bottling as a pain in the ass, just siphon it straight out
of the demi-john and drink. (ed’s note again: have hazy
recollections that it is probably better to avoid
drinking too much of any gathered sediment to
protect against that “never again!” feeling)

Beer from kits is even easier - just follow the
instructions. Crank the sugar up a bit if you like
“Special Brew” but take it easy. Unlike in the adverts
not all the sugar turns to alcohol and you can end up
with a strong but very sweet brew. Beer only takes
about five weeks. If you can get hold of a pressure
barrel this will save loads of hassle cleaning bottles.
If you want bottles then pubs allegedly have loads
out the back!

Good luck and happy brewing!

As we reported in the last Fin don’t get paranoid get sensible. Don’t '

FOOD NOT BOMBS

“He’s stealing from the homeless! He’s stealing
from the homeless!” Keith McHenry shouted as he
chugged after a pick-up loaded with empty shopping
trolleys near Civic Centre Plaza, San Francisco. He
caught up with the truck, admonished the driver who drove
off chastened and rhetorically outmatched, taking no further trolleys. He
then resumed his spot in front of the City Hall, defying a city ordinance
buy serving vegetarian soup, bread, bagels and fruit to the destitute.

This is Food Not Bombs at work. Feeding the homeless for free in
the good ol’'US of A. For their efforts the various members of the San
Francisco chapter have been arrested over 500 times in the past five
years. In the country of captilism it’s a crime to give food to the homeless.

Keith McHenry, who co-founded the group in Cambridge, Mass. in
1980, just avoided a life sentence last year for his activism. He’s not a
bomb-throwing, ranting urban terrorist. in fact he’s pot-bellied, pony-tailed
and a pacifist. Yet, it took a clever bit of plea bargaining to avoid a life
sentence under California’s “Three Stikes, You’re Out” law (where if you
commit three felonies you automatically get life. A felony can range from
murder to smoking a spliff.) Instead, he’s now on a year’s probation and
allowed to carry on serving.

To McHenry, feeding the hungry with surplus food on public property
is a political statement, a conciousness-raiser that highlights “the
ridiculousness and irony of arresting people who are giving away free
food” and as vehicle for showing “the interconnectedness of progressive
issues.”

Food Not Bombs have been active on a whole range of causes,
feeding the homeless as well as supporting anti-war, gays & lesbians
and squatters causes. They serve over 500 meals a day in San Francisco
and this is just one of over 37 automonous chapters all over the country
that operate on a non-hierarchical, consensus basis. Everyone is a
volunteer and their budget is twenty five grand tops.

The police have a different view of the work that Food Not Bombs do.
Though they have now stopped arresting people for simply giving away
free food the obstruction, harrasment and arrests continue. Often violently.
Rarely do charges appear. If they do they are usually minor ones and
often thrown out.

In Keith McHenry’s view “The U.S. government can be shown clearly
to be the most genocidal, vicious, manipulative, repressive organisation
there is on Earth, ever since the beginning of time.” The campaign against
them is not just due to their highlighting of the failure of the city and its
political managers. It’s also because they are showing people that there
is an alternative, that people can work together for change and have a
real impact. This is the really subversive aspect. Talk is allowed but
actions hurt.

stop press stop press stop press

Food Not Bombs are embarking on a European tour during September
and October 1996. Various people have arranged for Keith McHenry to
visit Nottingham on either 30 or 31 October, just before he goes back to
the States. He'll be giving a talk and showing the video they have
produced. Look out for the publicity - it might well be the only chance to
see and hear him outside of London. Make it a datel!

talk to the police, they get loads of information from nice cosy little
chats. You can usually spot members of the Forward ‘Intelligence’ Unit |
by their blatent stupidity. They rely on people talking to them so don’t.
Be aware that people who display a strong interest in who’s organised
the event or in a particular person may be doing so for the wrong reasons. |
Don’t take pictures without asking first and if you get arrested on any
action say “no comment.”

; véz’;fry‘ Norman & Andy Britain of the FIU



























