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BECAUSE OF THE CHRISTMAS BREAK,
THE NEXT FORTNIGHTLY VOICE WILL
BE PUBLISHED IN FOUR WEEKSó TIME
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l_lÄ~.TKES (of Jewish origin) are quite good news ,
especially when all else fails. Mix gm of grated
potato (peeled first) with half a grated onion and 1.
tablespoon of flour. Add one iarge egg, salt and
black pepper, and mix thoroughly. Dr-ep by the
spoonful into oil or butter and fry reasonably
gently until golden brown. Keep them thin or they
won't cook through properly. You can substitute
other root crops - I've tried swede with reason-
able results. Jerusalem artichokes might be a
good bet - but not carrots. If you donót have any
onion, try garlic, or garlic/onion salt. This is a
dish to improvisel But if you don't have eggs,
forget itl ó

By the way (for readers of Voice 51),
the damson pickle is fine O
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THIS MONTH has seen another feeble attempt by
Nottinghamó s Labour lefties to get the anti-
Dunnett bandwagon rolling. Weó ve seen it all
before, of course, including the immortal party
once thrown by loony Nottingham University
lecturer Dieter Peetz to celebrate the impending
collapse of the stout MP for Nottingham East.

All has been decidedly quiet on the eastern
front for some time, however. Ever since this
time last year, in fact, when the then Labour City
Council persuaded the Boundary Commissioners
(at the second attempt) to accept its proposals for
revised ward boundaries. These involved -
surprise, surprise - the total abolition of trouble-
some Market Ward which wassplit down the middie
- and the opposition with it, naturally.

Further blows were delivered by the party
establishment at the May elections, when the most
dissident councillors somehow didn't get re-
nominated. And, surprisingly, the Tory landslide
didnót do Fat Jack too much harm either (though
such things are beyond even his control), since it
knocked the stuffing very thoroughly out of the
whole Nottingham Labour Party, including the
dissidents.

Now, if they were following the national trend,
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the revoiutionaries should be regrouping.
After all, the papers are full of stories of
Marxist infiltration. What is happening in
Nottingham East? Well, a pamphlet is
being circulated round it reveal-
ing amazing facts l-ike Jack Dunnettó s
involvement with a number of property
deals and his connections with imprisoned
immigrant-smuggler Rana Ashraf.

But as usual, the volumes of smoke are
accompanied by not the faintest glimmer of
fire. We've all known for a long time that
-Jack Dunnett is not many peopleó s idea of a
socialist, that he is a very wealthy man
who has made his pile from property
interests and being a solicitor and that
from a socialist point of view there seems
no particular reason why he should be in
the Labour Party at all - like Jim Calla-
ghan, Denis Healey and Roy Jenkins, in
fact.

We wish the "campaign" the best of
luck. ltós a bitter irony that generations
of working-class aspiration in Nottingham
should only serve to prop up such an
archetypal fat capitalist as Jack Dunnett.
But Jack Dunnett is no Reg Prentice or
Neville Sandelson. Heós a realistic
campaigner with a firm grip on the party
machine, and it'll take more than the usual
amateurish manoeuvres to shift him,

Time for a really professional conspir-
acy , surely Q
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COUNCIL HOUSE TENANTS - not the most
privileged of people - are at least more
fortunate than some: namely tenants of the
council ós luxurious Victoria Centre.
Principal grumbies are as follows:
(1) Car arkin facilities. Tenants are
if d tÃ2 13 k U f til -oere aspacea . awee. nor n

ately, there are no reserved spaces and
tenants - even if they pay - often cannot
ýnd a space, particularly on Saturdays.
(2) 3_cgeÄs_;af_ter_,8p.m. The Victoria
Centre Tenants Association (VICTA)
claims that after 8 p.m. only three of the
six lifts are available, and in practice only
two lifts are used - leading to frequent
breakdowns, long queues and considerable
delays.
(3) The cost of heating. VICTA has been
told that the maximum room temperature of

68ó? is only guaranteed in windless
conditions with outside temperatures no
less than 32'F (freezing point).
Footnote. The Council has got nearly Ã2%-
 ed up in the Victoria il;ent-re S
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THREE LOCAL AUTHORITY employees
were observed setting off many large
expensive flrew orks at County Hall on
November 22nd. They explained that they
were testing them. Did some Guy Fawkes
celebration leave out the old bureaucratic
sparks '? Or are they preparing for the
Queenós visit next yearó? Nothing like
planning ahead! Q
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DESPERATE MEASURES are beiilg taken
in Forman Street to discover news items
which have not already appeared on Radio
Nottingham or in the Daily Telegraph.

Latest of these pitiful ploys has been
a probe into the private lives of report-
ers in the hope that something interesting
might turn up.

So far the campaign has produced
little except the world exclusive about a
cat locked in a flat at Ilkeston - which
naturally enough made a front page panel.

This feci.ies:~;- iciine in fact belongs to
the Postis reporter at Ripley Neil Walker
- not a member of the NLFJ - whose
intimate connections with the animal-loving
Evening Post were not revealed, presum-
ably to spare his blushes,

Stand by now for a whole series of
scoops, including Southwell lvianós
Sexploits Revealed, and Sugar Beet ls
Interesting - Claim O
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IT WILL NO DOUBT be of some consolat-
ion to the growing number of unemployed
teachers in Nottingham that, while those
actually doing the work have to fight for
their jobs, cuts in education spending are
affecting some in the profession less than
others.

And, as in other local government
departments, it is the bureaucrats who



_ 23-year-old Fiona Boobs is a company I
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A directorós daughter - so she's got
ll some pretty big assets! E certainly
I appreciate them, anywayi In fact, we
1-I wouldn't mind a quick take-over bid

across the board-room tablet Don't
know which we'd prefer, though -

. ttsldirrrg a few shares or sharing fer; l
holds IS I4anó:-:1:44:-qr;

are the first to jump onto the gravy train.
The Policy Sub-Committee of the

County Council has given the go-ahead for
the "regrading" of Area Education
Officers, and intends to hand out salary
increases of between Ã650 and Ã850 at a
total cost to the ratepayer of over
Ã11,000 per annum,

"Regrading", of course, is a familiar-
dodge to get round the government's pay
restraint policies by claiming that an
increase in workload justifies a higher
salary I

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q

WELCOMiÔ1 .\iOTE of theology returned
to the Tory press the other week with the
long-awaited news that Margaret Thatcher
is Jesus Christ.

"Conservative leader Mrs Margaret
Thatcher was mobbed by supporters in the
centre of Cambridge today," reported the
Evening Post. "Little old ladies armed
with shopping bags elbowed their way
through the city's market square to get a
glance of Mrs Thatcher and younger
people climbed on to walls and waste

-"ó\
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paper bins." I
Happily, though, all is not lost. As ,

long as Labour retains the support of all
big, fat old ladies, it is difficult to see
how Mrs Thatcher's skinny, wrinkled
hordes could withstand them.
Egomote for L_a_bóou_r)_aJctivist_:Ä_, Clearly,
the Tory party's youth strategy could be
demolished at a stroke by a pre-emptive
strike against municipal wastepaper binsý
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The Voice Do-It-Yourself Guide to
Council Tenantry
_lja_r_t j: Pl_1_:}se_s and minuses of p_a_y_iÄ_g
the rent C I óI I I I
WHICH SHOULD come first? The Rolls
Royce, the two colour television sets and
the Louis XIV chandeliers - or keeping up
with the rent?

-Tr hard economic times this
become the crunch question for more and
more council tenants.

And more and more tenants are taking
the sensible decision not to pay the rent.

With careful planning, this need not be
nearly as traumatic as it sounds. In fact,
for those in straitened circumstances it
can be a rational way of switching to a
more viable way of organising the family
budget.

For, although sooner or later the
Council will evict you, you will then quali-
fy as a homeless family and will be rehous-
ed immediately (so don't send the kids to
grandmal).

True, rehousing can be slightly \
distressing, involving up to three months
in a boarding house or the Salvation
Armyós paternalist penitentiary in Peel
Street - but at least you will have the
satisfaction of knowing that this will be
costing the Council more than you would
have been paying (or not paying) in rent!

And eventually you will be rehoused
in a much cheaper council house where it
will not be nearly so difficult to make
ends meet.

For those who have no wish to move,
however, a practical alternative has been
pioneered by a tenant at Bestwood who has
turned his council house into a brothel.
This has had the additional advantage of
entertaining the neighbours, many of whom
have sat up all night in order to complain
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about what was going on.
The only fly in the ointment has been

the odious moralising of Coun. Philip
Owen, a young óoioiogy teacher whose
scruples presumably do not extend to the
slaughter and dissection of blameless rats,
frogs and cockroaches in his laboratoryi

Come off it, Coun. Owenl We thought
your party believed in private enterprisel

9$@5@$$$599Q
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Dear Sir,

Your paragraphs about the ambition of
our local newspaper chief to become a
knight prompt me to suggest that he
ought to turn his attentions to making a
better newspaper out of what must be the
most awful evening journal in Britain. It
has been said that the most modern tech-
nology can't make a good newspaper out
of a bad one, and this certainly applies to
the Post. If there was a consumer report
on the British daily press, Ióm sure our
local paper would come well down the list.

Most of the copy intthe Post is what
the professionals call "undated", and the
reader never can be sure whether the
news is an hour old or a year old. There
is rarely any help as to whether some-
thing happened, such as "today", "last
night" or "yesterday".

When I buy a Post in the Market
Square at four o'clock, I am often handed
a paper which, although it has the edition
seai 7, -has oiè-óiousiy--gone to press some-ó
time before lunchtime, and I find myself
reading cotumns of news items from
foraó:-:o.y Grantham and Newark, as well as
innumerable titbits of gossip from the
women's institutes, etc. , of every tiny
village in the south of the county.

I am by now very familiar with all the
.è-l'..ÂI-._T'.ó. IJ -41 '1-.t-. as -.~- -. .ard5- iami-.Ây~.~ -T-here
may be some sociological interest in read-
ing about the goings-on of this family, but
really the news value of such gossipy
paragraphs, not to mention the photo-
graphs of the hunt balls, must be minimal.

Any Labour Prime Minister who even
considered giving a knighthood to such a

vehement opoonent of trade unions and the
Labour Party wouid be out of his mind.
The Post has never had the initiative to
start any of the anti-Labour smear cam-
paigns, but it has joined in every band-
wagon possible, such as the social
security muckraking and stories about
council house tenants.
Yours truly,
Albert G. Hamling.
55. Park Road, Earnstone, Nottingham.

Dear Editor ,
I am glad that you drew attention to my
opposition to a Union closed shop in the
Nottingham Council for Voluntary Service,
as I felt it was inappropriate to the spirit
of a Voluntary Agency.

Perhaps you will enquirewhether
those who work for the People ós Centre
or any other Voluntary Agency in Notting-
ham receive Local Authority rates of pay
and are paid up Union members?

In my opinion the quality and quantity
of work done in a voluntary or any other
agency seldom increases with the rate of
pay and I very much doubt whether the
spirit of enterprise and service will be
enhanced by the security and power of the
closed shop.

Whose side are you on anyway?
With my best wishes,
Peter Miller,
Vice Chairman, NCVS.

(Ed. Our point is that, since the NCVS.
iÄ'i'nanced by the Local -Authorityó, there
seems no reason why its workers should
not be paid Local Authority rates. The
People.ó s-Centr~e not, of course, funded
by the Local Authority.) "

Dear Sir,
MEALS ON WHEELS I
i"itoi:-d~er-=-i-is}--isigl-ii~1i-oinnient on y our -itern -
on the Mansfield Meals on Wheels Direct
Service which appeared in your issue of
the 20th November 19'?6.

Wl"1en the location of a direct service
was considered, Mansfield was found to
have the lowest meals on wheels provision

(continued on page 8)
















