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BECAUSE OF THE CHRISTMAS BREAK,
THE NEXT FORTNIGHTLY VOICE WILL
BE PUBLISHED IN FOUR WEEKS' TIME
ON SATURDAY, 15th JANUARY,

SLIMMERS' CORNER

Potato I.atkes

LATKES (of Jewish origin) are quite gocd news,
especially when all else fails, Mix +1b of grated
potato (peeled first) with half a grated onion and 1
tablespoon of flour, Add one large egg, salt and
black pepper, and mix thoroughly. Drop by the
spoonful into cil or butter and fry reasonably
gently until golden brown, Keep them thin or they
won't cook through properly. You can substitute
other root crops - I've tried swede with reason-
able results, Jerusalem artichokes might be a
good bet ~ but not carrots, If you don't have any
onion, try garlic, or garlic/onion salt, This is a
dish to improvise! But if you don't have eggs,
forget it!

By the way (for readers of Voice 51),
the damson pickle is fine @
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THIS MONTH has seen another feeble attempt by
Nottingham's [.abour lefties to get the anti-
Dunnett bandwagon rolling., We've seen it all
before, of course, including the immortal party
once thrown by loony Nottingham University
lecturer Dieter Peetz to celebrate the impending
collapse of the stout MP for Nottingham East.

All has been decidedly quiet on the eastern
front for some time, however, Ever since this
time last year, in fact, when the then Labour City
Council persuaded the Boundary Commissioners
(at the second attempt) to accept its proposals for
revised ward boundaries., These involved -
surprise, surprise - the total abolition of trouble-
some Market Ward which was split down the middle
- and the opposition with it, naturally.

Further blows were delivered by the party
establishment at the May elections, when the most
dissident councillors somehow didn't get re-
nominated, And, surprisingly, the Tory landslide
didn't do Fat Jack too much harm either (though
such things are beyond even his control), since it
knocked the stuffing very thoroughly out of the
whole Nottingham Labour Party, including the
dissidents,

Now, if they were following the national trend,
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the revolutionaries should be regrouping,
After all, the papers are full of stories of
Marxist infiltration. What is happeiing in
Nottingham East? Well, a pamphlet is
being circulated round ward parties reveal-
ing amazing facts like Jack Dunnett's
involvement with a number of property
deals and his connections with imprisoned
immigrant-smuggier Rana Ashrat.

But as usual, the volumes of smoke are
accompanied by not the faintest glimmer of
fire, We've all known for a long time that
Jack Dunnett is not many people's idea of a
socialist, that he is a very wealthy man
who has made his pile from property
interests and being a solicitor and that
from a socialist point of view there seems
no particular reason why he should be in
the Labour Party at all - like Jim Calla-
ghan, Denis Healey and Roy Jenkins, in
fact,

We wish the "campaign'" the best of
luck, Ii's a bitter irony that generations
of working-class aspiration in Nottingham
should only serve to prop up such an
archetypal fat capifalist as Jack Dunnett,
But Jack Dunnett is no Reg Prentice or
Neville Sandelson, He's a realistic
campaigner with a firm grip on the party
machine, and it'll take more than the usual
amateurish manoeuvres to shift him,

Time for a really professional conspir-
acy, surely @
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COUNCIL HOUSE TENANTS - not the most
privileged of people - are at least more
fortunate than some: namely tenants of the
council's luxurious Victoria Centre,
Principal grumbles are as follows:

(1) Car parking facilities, Tenants are
offered a space at £2.15 a week. Unfortun-
ately, there are no reserved spaces and
tenants - even if they pay - often cannot
find a space, particularly on Saturdays.

(2} Access after 8 p.m. The Victoria
Centre Tenants Association (VICTA)
claims that after 8 p.m, only three of the
six lifts are available, and in practice only
two lifts are used - leading to frequent
breakdowns, long queues and considerable
delays.

(3) The cost of heating. VICTA has been
told that the maximum room temperature of

68°F is only guaranteed in windiess
conditions with outside temperatures no
less than 32°F (freezing point).

Footnote, The Council has got nearly £25
million tied up in the Victoria Centre &
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THREE LOCAL AUTHORITY employvees
were observed setting off many large
expensive fireworks at County Hall on
November 22nd. They explained that they
were testing themm. Did some Guy Fawkes
celebration leave oui the old bureaucratic
sparks? Or are they preparing for the
Queen's visit next vear? Nothing like
planning ahead! @
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CESPERATE MEASURES are being taken
in Forman Street to discover news items
which have not already appeared on Radio
Nottingham or in the Daily Telegraph,

Latest of these pitiful ployvs has been
a probe into the private lives of report-
ers in the hope that something interesting
might turn up,

So far the campaign has produced
little except the world exclusive about a
cat locked in a flat at [lkeston - which
naturally enough made a front page panel,

This feckless feline in faci beluings w
the Post's reporter at Ripley Neil Walker
- not a member of the NUJ - whose
intimate connections with the animal-loving
Evening Post were not revealed, presum-
ably to spare his blushes,

Stand by now for a whole series of
scoops, including Southwell Man's
Sexploits Revealed, and Sugar Beet Is
Interesting - Claim @
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IT WILL NC DOUBT be of some consolat-
ion to the growing number of unemployed
teachers in Naottingham that, while those
actually doing the work have to fight for
their jobs, cuts in education spending are
affecting some in the profession less than
others,

And, as in other local government
departments, it is the bureaucrats who
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23-vear-old Fiona Boobs is a company
director's daughter - so she's got
some pretty big assets! We certainly

appreciate them, anyway! In fact, we
wouldn't mind a quick take-over bid
across the board-room table! Don't
know which we'd prefer, though -
haldinz a few shares or sharing a few
nolds!

are the first to jump onto the gravy train.

The Policy Sub-Committee of the
County Council has given the go-ahead for
the "regrading" of Area Education
Officers, and intends to hand out salary
increases of between £650 and £850 at a
total cost to the ratepayer of over
£11,000 per annum,

"Regrading", of course, is a familiar
dodge to get round the government's pay
restraint policies by claiming that an
increase in workload justifies a higher
salary @
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A WEL.COME NOTE of theology returned
to the Tory press the other week with the
long-awaited news that Margaret Thatcher
is Jesus Christ,

"Conservative leader Mrs Margaret
Thatcher was mobbed by supporters in the
centre of Cambridge today," reported the
Evening Post, '"Little old ladies armed
with shopping bags elbowed their way
through the city's market square to get a
glance of Mrs Thatcher and younger
people climbed on to walls and waste

L

paper bins,"

Happily, though, all is not lost. As
long as Labour retains the support of all
big, fat old ladies, it is difficult to see
how Mrs Thatcher's skinny, wrinkled
hordes could withstand them,

Footnote for Labour activists, Clearly,
the Tory party's youth strategy could be
demolished at a stroke by a pre-emptive
strike against municipal wastepaper bins @
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The Voice Do-It-Yourself Guide to
Council Tenanfry

Part 3: Pluses and minuses of paying
the rent

WHICH SHOULD come first? The Rolls
Royce, the two colour television sets and
the Louis XIV chandeliers - or keeping up
with the rent?

Tn these hard economic times this has
become the crunch question for more and
more council tenants,

And more and more tenants are taking
the sensible decision not to pay the rent,

With careful planning, this need not be
nearly as traumatic as it sounds. In fact,
for those in straitened circumstances it
can be a rational way of switching to a
more viable way of organising the family
budget.

For, although sooner or later the
Council will evict you, you will then quali-
fy as a homeless family and will be rehous-
ed immediately (so don't send the kids to
grandmal).

True, rehousing can be slightly
distressing, involving up to three months
in a boarding house or the Salvation
Army's paternalist penitentiary in Peel
Street - but at least you will have the
satisfaction of knowing that this will be
costing the Council more than you would
have been paying (or not paying) in rent!

And eventually you will be rehoused
in a much cheaper council house where it
will not be nearly so difficult to make
ends meet,

For those who have no wish to move,
however, a practical alternative has been
pioneered by a tenant at Bestwood who has
turned his council house into a brothel.
This has had the additional advantage of
entertaining the neighbours, many of whom
have sat up all night in order to complain
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