BEFORE CITY COUNCIL tenants are evict-
ed in future their cases will be looked at
by a sub-committee of the Housing Commit-
tee. In the past officers have made
decisions which have then been rubber
stamped by the Housing Committee, The
latest round of permissions to proceed

(a total of 51) were to be heard by the
Committee on February 10th but instead
the item was referred to a three man sub-
committee,

This change follows this week's
special Voice supplement which was circu-
lated to councillors before the meeting.

We were concerned that no information
about any of the tenants was given by
officers to the committee, that tenants
were not informed that their cases were
being heard and that this serious matter
was buried among the "B" items at no. 54
on the agenda,

Voice reporters visited nine out of the
twenty~six cases where children are
involved - details are in the supplement,
This information is not the kind that we can
check - but it is enough to raise serious
doubts about the present policy on evic-
tions,

In no case are we claiming that
officers have acted improperly - and
indeed officers appear to be implementing
present policy quite correctly under
difficult circumstances - the number of
such cases before the Housing Committee
has nearly doubled in the last year,

But some disturbing facts emerge.

And it is the secrecy and lack of informa-
tion about such decisions which brings
such "administrative justice" into dis-
repute, The sub-committee will be no
answer, Tenants will have no right to
put their cases to this committee, nor
will they be told what information has been
put to the councillors, They may not even
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be told their case is being
considered.

We hope that we have provided
the councillors with an opportun-
ity to reconsider the way that
these decisions are taken and
that they will bear in mind that
they have the responsibility of
seeing that a part of our demo-
cratic government will remain so
and not be transferred by default
to appointed officials,

WOOOOOOOO

NATURALLY ENOUGH, the
Evening Post couldn't forgo the
chance to stand up for Britain's
very wonderful honours system
after some characteristic sniping

in Parliament from that quintessen-

tial non-chap Dennis Skinner,

The Post's comment column -
that is the one that's actually
called "Comment" - was moved to
thunder:

"It is typical of those in West=-
minster should think that all
honours flow to politicians, They
do not. Gallant servicemen, men
and women in all walks of life
who seek no reward but the satis-
faction of doing their job well and
serving the community to the full,
also receive honours,"

It goes on to talk of the pride
and humility experienced by those
worthy souls who do receive
honours,

The author should know,
the piece was written by the
Post's deputy editor Kenneth
MacMillan, white bearded dwart
of Forman Street and high priest
of the Forman Hardy creed of

For
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extreme right wing politics,

And this honourable gentle-
man was no doubt very proud yet
humble to receive his OBE - for
serving his community so well -
as editor of the Guardian Journal,

Service which was of course
abruptly halted when the paper
was cynically closed down during
the 1973 strike . . . come to
think of it, perhaps that's why he
was honoured,
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COMMUNITY GROUPS around
Nottingham are very angry at the
shabby treatment they have got
from a secret sub-committee of

" the City Council Finance and

Leisure Services Committees,

The sub-committee was set up
to consider 37 applications for
Urban Aid, 75% of Urban Aid
money is given by the government
to approved projects in areas of
""'special social stress'", But the
other 25% has to be given by a
local council who have to decide
which projects to back.

The sub-committee decided
not to back any of the adventure
playground schemes submitted by
community groups, Instead they
backed six Leisure Services
schemes including four for
"playground equipment", Only
four summer holiday playschemes
were approved and the amounts
allowed were slashed to a mini-
mum, The largest was only £240
and that went to - guess who -
Leisure Services, No money
has been allowed for playleaders
to supervise children,

The Council cannot claim it



has no money to back Urban Aid
applications - it still has two or
three million pounds saved from
scrapping the Festival Hall which
can only be used for schemes of
value to the community,

A dozen of the groups who
were turned down have joined
together to fight to get their
schemes reinstated, The sub-
committee's decisions have to be
confirmed by the Finance Commit-
tee which meets at 2,30 on Tues-
day 15th February., The groups
have organised a picket and lobby
and have arranged a meeting with
the committee at 1 pm at the
Council House, They want as
many people as possible along
for support, Contact Centre
118 (582369) for details.

They say they had no chance
to argue their cases before the
sub-committee and have been
given no reason for being reject-
ed, Without cash support, they
say, voluntary organisations will
fail to provide for the basic
facilities so badly needed in
Nottingham and at the end of the
day the Council will have to face
a bigger burden of community
responsibilities,
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THE SEVERN-TRENT Water
Authority is imposing rules in
some of its camp-sites which
make one wonder what has been
going on in the past. Campers
shall not annoy other people by
"wantonly and continuously sing-
ing or shouting" after 10 at night
and shall not solicit or incite or
provoke anyone to commit an

indecent act, Or, indeed, shall
not cause annoyance by "expos-
ing themselves on the camping
ground without clothing or cover-
ing sufficient to prevent
exposure of the person or other-
wise effectually screening them-
selves from view,"
Bookings for this year are

now openi

BB EEE BEEE e SE EE
ENTERTAINMENTS

AT LAST! Nottingham Play-
house redeems itself, Steve
Poliakoff's "City Sugar" is
superb,

Disillusioned DJ, Leonard
Brazil, transmits for local radio
station "Nottingham Sound".

Play tells of his relationship

with his listeners "out there",
especially ordinary Nicola Davies,
who wins her way through to the
final of the "Competition of the
Century",

Themes - brilliantly evoke
cynical manipulation and chilling
banality of local radio/entertain-
ment "industry". Who can ever
take Radio Trent seriously again?

Usually "stars" hide behind
their cameras and microphones -
but this manipulator, L.eonard
Brazil, comes face to face with
the manipulated, Nicola Davies,
Then he knows his exploitation,

Characters - brilliant virtu-
0so performance by Malcolm
Storrie as Brazil, There's
talent beneath the typecast he's
had to play in recent months,

This is everything a modern
play should be - funny, sad, topi-
cal, thought-provoking, and,
above all, hugely enjoyable,
Don't miss it,
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THE LAND DIVISION of the City
Technical Services Department
has now decided that there are to
be no more corner shops in the
new Meadows development,
MATAR, the local tenants associ-
ation, had fought hard to establish
the principle that corner shops
should be provided., The old
Meadows used to support over
300 shops,

But it has now been decided
that no shops will be provided in
phase 4, The Council say that
they would have difficulty in
letting them at "market rents",
However the corner shop which
has recently opened in the now
complete phase 1 is reported to
be having difficulty in keeping
up with demand,

Meanwhile over at Top Valley
Woolco are asking for permission
to build a 100,000 sq. foot hyper-
market, If this goes ahead it will
drive another nail in the coffin of
the small shopkeepers, Since
hypermarkets attract customers
for miles around it is bound to
take business away from Arnold
and Bulwell as well as small
local shops,

But hypermarkets are only
accessible to those who have
cars - the other half of the
community will suffer, A cam-
paign against the hypermarket is
being planned by Nottingham
Friends of the Earth. They are
urging everyone to write object-
ing to Woolco being given plann-~
ing permission to Planning Dept,
City Council, Guildhall, Nottm
to arrive not later than 22nd
February, The plans are also

gvailable for public inspection in

the Dept. Further information
from FoE, 33 Drayton Street,
Nottingham @

MEETING
THERE WILL be a meeting on
Thursday February 17th called
by the unfortunately named
LABOUR ABORTION RIGHTS
CAMPAIGN on William Benyon's
Abortion Amendment Bill which
is due to have its second reading
in Parliament on February 25th,
The meeting, 7.30pm at the
International Community Centre,
will discuss the campaign against
the Bill and for abortion facilities
to be uniformly available through
the National Health Service,
Speakers will outline the present
progress of the Bill and the
position of LARC, It is hoped to
form a local branch of the Cam-
paign @

NOTICE

HOUSING CO-OPERATIVES

A RATHER GOOD Directory of
Housing Co-operatives has
recently been produced following
a conference on housing co-
operatives last year,

The Directory contains lists
of existing co-operatives, how to
set one up, organisations involv-
ed in co-operatives, etc, It has
an excellent index system and is
a mine of information, Thorough-
ly recommended to anyone
interested in tenant control and
co-operatives in general,

To obtain a copy, send a
large (123"x9") stamped (11p)
self-addressed envelope to Andy
Dunning, 79c Balfour Street,
London SE 17 IPL @

























