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Wilhelm Ileich
ILSE OLLENQORFF anion has just published a book on the life of her
husband, Wilhelm Reich.* I will review the book shortly before dis-
cussing the theme of this essay. the inþuence of Reichôs work on modern
anarchist theory.
_The book is a simple statement of Wilhelm Reichôs life, his

achievements and his theories. Ilse O. Reich is clearly concerned not
to hurt anybody, or not to paint too rosy or too grim a picture of a man
who must have been diýicult and frightening to live with.

There is little doubt, one feels after reading her book, that he was
a genius, that he had a colossal drive, that he had unending energy
and application-_ðGoethe_ôs dictum that ñgenius is industryò could
properly be applied to Wilhelm Reich-ðbut also there remains no doubt
that he was a sick man who unconsciously manipulated his life in such
a way so as to conform to some of the most potent of his delusional
patterns.

I-_Iis identiýcation with Christ is patent and the woolly over-
clouding of his disturbed childhood. his real or fantasy role in the
death of his Mother, made self-acceptance impossible. Thus he became
the victim of his paranoid delusions in life and, probably, in some
aspects of his work. He was intolerant, humourless, and to judge
from my contact with the author and the Reichian scene in the USA.
a man frightening to almost everybody who were intimidated by him
in some way or another.

5"WII_5HELM _REICH. A personal biography by I Ilse Ollendorý with
an introduction by Paul Goodman. (Elek, London 42s., St. Marlinôs
Press, New York $5.95.)


































