Ceasefire, February 2003

EVENTS LISTINGS

Saturday 25th January, Nottingham
Carnival Against Carnage: Stop the War
Coalition protest rally in Market Square
featuring speeches and live music.
Assemble 1pm

Sunday 26th January, Fairford
Demonstration and non-violent direct action
at USAF Fairford, Gloucestershire.
Assemble 12pm in Fairford village.
Organised by the Gloucestershire Weapons
Inspectors.

For details see www.gwi.org.uk

Monday 3rd February, Lakenheath
Demonstration and non-violent direct action
at USAF Lakenheath, Suffolk (just off
A1065).

Assemble 12pm at Gate 1.

Organised by Lakenheath Action Group.
For details see www.lakenheathaction.org

Monday 3rd February, Nottingham
Freedom for West Papua: NASA
(Nottingham Association of Subversive
Activists) presents a short film about West
Papua.

7.30pm at the Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone
Street, Forest Fields, Nottingham

Wednesday S5th February

Charity gig for disabled children’s charity
Access All Areas at Old Vic, Hockley.
Organised by Student World Issues Group
from Nottingham Trent University.
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Saturday 15th February, London
National demonstration against war on
Iraq, organised by the Stop the War
Coalition, CND and the Muslim Asso-
ciation of Britain. Likely to be the
largest anti-war demonstration in Brit-
ish history.

Assemble 12pm at Embankment,
marching to Hyde Park.

Coaches leaving from Portland Build-
ing, Nottingham University at 8:30am.
Coach tickets are available for £6.

For details of Nottingham coaches call
Rob (0115 8459808) or Pete (07976
109317).

For details of the demonstration:
www.stopwar.org.uk

020 7053 2155/6
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Tuesday 22nd April

Really Big Blockade of Faslane, the home
of the Trident Nuclear Submarines. Organ-
ised by Scottish CND and Trident Plough-
shares.

Nottingham Students Peace Movement will
be making arrangements to take students
from Nottingham to the blockade, as well as
arranging direct action workshops.

For details: student peace@hotmail.com or

call Pete on 07976 109317.
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Easy Action

If you can’t make it to any of the events
mentioned then there are a number of easy
things that you can do to support the anti-
war movement. Here are a few suggestions:

Send a postcard to Brian Haw, who has
been protesting outside Parliament since
June 2, 2001, c/o Parliament Square, Lon-

don SWI1A

Fax your MP and tell them what you think:
www.faxyourmp.com

Sign the online petition against an attack
on Iragq: www.petitiononline.com/cndstwc/
petition.html

Alternatively you can write to Ceasefire
and tell us what you think about any of the
articles you have read here. We will happily
print any of your comments in the next edi-
tion.
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70 Arrested at Military HQ

BY PETER NELSON
AND TAN CHILDS

Help us out

If you know of any events that are coming
up that our readers might be interested in
then please tell us about them. Similarly if
you are going to got to an event then why
not take a camera and a notepad and send
us an article or pictures.

BE THE MEDIA!

Banner of the Month

This fantastic banner was spotted at the
demonstration at Fairford in December. The
relationahip between Tony Blair and
George Bush jnr is certainly an interesting
one. In a recent interview the Prime Minis-
ter claimed that the current focus on Iraq
was as much his idea as it was the Presi-
dent’s.

Whether or not this is an accurate depiction
of the ‘special relationship’ it is certainly
amusing.

SUBSCRIBE!

To receive copies of Ceasefire via post or email fill in the form below.
Return to: Ceasefire, 17 Trinity Avenue, Lenton Nottingham NG7 2EU
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| please send me the next 6 copies of Ceasefire by post [] (£5 inc P&P)
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Please email me copies of Ceasefire [ (free)

[ would like to make a donation of £

| We are currently only able to deal with cheques. Please make these payable to:

i “Uof N SU (NSPM)”

to help with expensesl(
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If you think that you might be able to sell copies of Ceasefire call Pete on
07976 109317

On the weekend of the 18" — 19t January
over 70 people, including two students from
Nottingham University, were arrested
whilst taking part in demonstrations at HMS
Warrior in Northwood, London. The pro-
testers were demonstrating against a likely
war on Iraq and the majority of the arrests
followed a sit-down protest at the main
gates of the military base on Sunday.

The weekend of action was organised by
ARROW (Active Resistance to the Roots
Of War), Voices in the Wilderness UK and
D10, a direct action collective. The date
was chosen to draw attention to the anniver-
sary of the start of the first Gulf war which
occurred on the Saturday. On this day pro-
testers gathered in cities across the world to
show their opposition to the prospect of war
and at Northwood protesters took part in
‘Operation Internal Look’ using oversized
comedy binoculars and cameras to observe
activities in the base. This was theoretically
in breach of the Official Secrets Act and

carried a potential sentence of up to 14
years in prison.

The aim of Sunday’s action was to blockade
the base and ‘Disrupt the Masters of War’,
the focus of which was a march to the main
gates where the sit-down protest took place.
In addition to this smaller groups of protest-
ers organised their own blockades of the
base’s gates. At the main entrance a group
of six protesters chained themselves to a
giant pair of Y-fronts painted with the slo-
gan: ‘War is Pants’. Another group of pro-
testers attempted to obstruct the base’s sec-
ond entrance with the aid of ‘lock-on
tubes’, but were removed fairly quickly.

All the weekend’s protests were carried out
using non-violent techniques, in accordance
with the guidelines laid out by the organis-
ers. The arrests that took place were pri-
marily for obstructing the highway and
there were no known incidents of serious
confrontation during the event. The atmos-
phere between the police and protesters was
good natured and although the police had to
carry many protesters who refused to move
from the road, this occurred peacefully.
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HMS Warrior at Northwood

HMS Warrior is the permanent joint head-
quarters of the British Armed Forces and in
the event of war key decisions regarding
any mihtary action will be taken there.
Military personnel based at Northwood are
already in the Middle East taking part in
elaborate war games simulating a likely
invasion of Iragq.

Protesters Target
Military Bases

Similar events have been taking place at
military bases around the country. On De-
cember 14t last year around 500 protesters
marched from Fairford village to USAF
Fairford to draw attention to the B2 ‘stealth
bombers’ which are soon to be stationed
there. A group who dubbed themselves the
‘Gloucestershire Weapons Inspectors’ led
the march accompanied by a giant model of
one of the B2s and a samba band. Although
the unofficial weapons inspections team
were refused entry, some protesters man-
aged to cut through the perimeter fence and
successfully entered the base.

In 1998 Fairford was the base for US air
raids on Serbia, which protesters managed
to disrupt by breaking into the base and
occupying the runway. On January 26t the
protesters will be returning to Fairford to
demand entry once again, there have also
been calls for autonomous direct action. In
addition protesters will be targeting USAF
Lakenheath in Suffolk on February 3,
when protesters will take part in demonstra-
tions and non-violent direct action. Laken-
heath is a base from which bombing raids
on Iraq have been launched previously and
i1s also a base for nuclear weapons.










