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It has now been ýve years since the drum roll for the invasion/occupation of Iraq started and how little change do five
years bring! The same coarsening of the rhetoric, the same invocation of imminent threats to the very stability of the
space-time continuum that we had heard in reference to Iraq are now being hastily reheated around Iran, of course
certain things have changed. Bush & co have all but squandered the moral capital they had garnered post-911 which has
meant the docile domestic consensus is now replaced by increasingly vocal opposition by the democrats as well as the
wider antiwar movement.
Militarily, the possibility of a full-scale US invasion is almost non-existent after the debacle in Iraq. But there is no doubt
some form of military aggression being considered (and planned, according to some analysts). Not only is this against
international law (anyone remembers this?) but it would almost certainly result in the current Middle-Eastern chaos to
multiply a thousand-fold. Iran has made its intentions very clear about retaliating if attacked and most military experts
agree that it has the means to deliver on its word.
The major issue, of course, when it comes to nuclear disarmament is the fact that the international treaties, signed with
great fanfare since the seventies have little or no meaning to anyone but the very weak. The top nuclear nations have
made a mockery of their commitment to engage in a worldwide effort to rid the planet of these catastrophes-in-waiting.
For those nations queuing up to join the Nuclear VHô club, there is no better incentive to hurry in their efforts than to see
the respect and regard accorded to those who have gone down that path, India, Pakistan, Israel are virtually immune to
any form of military pressure and they know it. Even the tiny North Korea openly taunts Bush and his impotence to do
anything remotely belligerent against the third member of the infamous "axis". Indeed, at the time when Iraq was
pleading with the world that they had no WMDs, North Korean officials were virtually screaming from the rooftops to
anyone who'd listen that not only they possessed the fabled Nukes but were not afraid to use them. The US reaction to
those two very different messages (Attacking the first, and pleading with China to reason with the second) has been a
very eloquent lesson to all those third world nations worried about being bullied by the world's sole super power.
Nuclear disarmament might not be the cause of the moment, but it will not go away and though itô s not too late to do
something about it, time is running out, fast.

Visit www.cnduk.org for more information.
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Protesters continued their sit-down
protest by the front entrance ð but
in fact they had no choice, as the

Possibly the largest radical student police quickly began to form a
protest in the Universityôs history cordon around the protesters,
was held on Saturday January 14th refusing to allow anyone to leave or
when Prime Minister Tony Blair enter for over two hours until Blair
visited the main campus (the East had left the area. Their reasons for
Midlands Conference Centre to be doing this were vague and
precise) for a Labour party poliCY confusing, different police officers
forum. Despite being on a cold invoked different pieces of
Saturday morning (as the day wore legislation, from the Criminal
on it began to rain), and despite it all ô]u5ý(je' Aet to various
happening right in the middle of the Terrorism Acts. Among those
January exam period, over a trapped in the police cordon were
hundred students turned out in children, elderly women and local
force, along with local residents and newspaper journalists. Police also
Trent university students to protest reek photographs of every protester.
against Blairôs wars and nuclear Other students in the area were
policies. What was even more searched by police, and a smaller
remarkable was that the protest was group of late had to conduet their
organised with just 24 hours notice protest from the Downs, as police
by the Peace Movement. refused to allow them anywhere
Blairô s visit was intended to be a near the scene,
secret event, attended solely by Protesters soon broke out into
Labour Party members and the chants of "our right to protestò, and
press. However, it is believed details further anger was created when one
of the visit leaked out to students student was ñtemporarily detainedò
after members of the University (i,e, arrested) for breaking through
Labour Society were invited to the cordon and handing out leaþets
attend. The day's events were both to eenferenee delegates. Many
remarkable and unique, and became frustrated as the day wore
certainly disproved the widely-held on; people needed food, the toilet,
idea that Nottingham Students are a local residents needed to collect
bunch of apathetic layaboutý - Well, their children from various things,
maybe it proved that not all of them j and those, like me, who had exams,
are like this...But it also raised wider wanted to get back and revise! Yet
questions of the right to protest the police refused to let anyone
too... leave. The situation seemed
It all began with a mareh through paradoxical - we weren't allowed to
the campus, from the Portland protest where we were (apparently),
Building, past the library and but we also weren't allowed to
Downs, and then finishing by leave. One student was threatened
blockading the entrance and Caló with arrest after waving his banner
park to the conference centre by in front of a police cameraman,
sitting in the road. blocking his view. Why the police
This was achieved by a brilliant felt the need to videotape people
strategic trick - the march seemed to peaeefully protesting is, of course,
be heading straight down the open to debate. . .However, one
Downs towards the sports hall and consolation was that apparently our
road, when everyone suddenly chants could be heard inside the
veered off through some woodland, building,
emerging triumphantly right It seems control inside the
outside the conference centre, taking eonferenee Centre was even tighter,
the police by surprise, and forcing with all media representatives being
Blair to get into the conference asked to leave during the Prime
centre by the back entrance.
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Ministerôs question and answer
session for fears of anyone heckling.
Another intriguing aspect of the
event was that the President of the
Labour society had allegedly been
warned by the Labour party,
according to insider sources, that his
political future would be "in doubtò
if there was any trouble at the event.
Security officials had been on
campus all week preparing for the
visit, and the campus was swamped
with hundreds of police.
Clearly, Blair and his evil henchmen
did not want to come face-to-face
with any dissent Yet, while Blair
did avoid seeing the mass of angry
politically-active students, a couple
did manage to confront him as he
left (again) by the back entrance,
shouting at him as he got into his
car. Eventually, after Blair had left,
the police allowed everyone to
leave, and the crowd dispersed,
with a sense of both frustration and
accomplishment.
Overall, the whole incident raises
questions about what so called
Criminal Justice and Terrorism
legislation is actually for - making
Britain a safer place to live in, or
restricting forms of criticism of those
in power? And what did the dayôs
events mean for Nottingham? Well,
the day should certainly be going
down in the university's history as a
significant landmark. However this
is unlikely, largely due to the fact
that most students (and staff) didn't
even know it happened! The event
was covered by the student radio
station URN the following Monday
and was the main headline on BBC

 

website. Other uni rag Sanctuary
also has not covered the story.

However, it was clearly the largest
radical student protest on campus
for. . .well, a long time. Nottingham
being famed for apathy, this could
even be a ýrst - who knows? But the
dayôs protest showed that there are
still students about who care
enough to get out there and make
their voice heard. For all those who
attended, the memory will certainly
live on, as a day when the university
became a place of radicalism, where
students actually tried to make a
difference.
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Local News East Midlands Today ð W e Richard Keeble
but both programmes seemingly are
not widely listened to/watched by
Nottingham students. Moreover, the
main source of campus news -
Impact magazine - will not be
covering it Impactôs ofýces in the
Portland building recently suffered
a break-in in which a design
computer was stolen, and so the
January/February issue was
cancelled. The news is now too
"old" to be included in the next
issue, or its recently-launched
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Dear friend,
Listen very carefully, for

this is serious, I mean it. Now,
you are a fairly nice and
pleasant person, this we
know, youôre also busy, what
with your ludicrously hectic
social life and the odd hour
you have to dedicate to your
studies but we need to ask
you for a favour.

You see, we want you to
come on spend a Sunday
afternoon and evening with
us, yes, we want you to come
to campus on a Simday, to
make your way through to the
Portland Building and to go
upstairs on the C þoor. We
want you to take a good look
at the people there, their faces:
eager with hope and heavy
with expectation. We want
you to take a seat and open
your eyes, your ears and your
mind. We want you to listen,
because what you will hear
will change your life.

We live in rather troubledô
times, gloom is in the air,
what with all the stories about
the impendent doom awaiting
our environment, the
unsustainable economic
haemorrhage currently taking
place that will suck us back
into the stone age once we run
out of stuff to burn. But that is
not the mood you will be
sensing on Sunday, Au
contraire! You will hear about
hope, determination, solutions
and actions to deliver them.
We want you to be part of

something big, something full
of goodwill and generosity
and community and empathy.

You don't have to stay if
you don't wish to, but we do
ask that you at least show up
and give yourself a chance to
think about different things,
to think in a different way and
to start seeing the world from
a different, truer angle.

The Peace conference, for
this is what we're inviting you
to, is taking place on Sunday
26"ó Feb and will feature
prominent activists, experts
and politicians talking about
the war on terror, about the
media, about the
environment, there will be
workshops, discussions,
poetry, creative arts, food and
a LOT of loud thinking.

We urge you to attend,
and we urge you to bring
your friends, because we're all
in this together and the more
people know about the issues
the more likely we are to deal
with them properly and
quickly.

On more thing: entry is
free! So come join us, for this
is an offer you canôt afford to
refuse.

Visit our website:
su.nottingham.ac.uk/~nspm
for more details






















