Feb 18, 8pm, Economics & Geography (A41)
Alan Simpson MP: Iraq and prospects for world peace

March 2, 8pm, Portland (C4/5)
Hicham Yezza (NSPM/Arabic Soc)
The Middle East - Obstacles and Opportunities

March 16, 8pm, Portland (C4/5)
Dave Wills (Politics PhD): Surveillance

April 20, 8pm, Portland (C4/5) - TBC
May 4, 8pm, Portland (C4/5) - TBC

June 1, 8pm, Portland (C4/5) - TBC

THE FEARSOME PEACE MOVEMENT FOOTBALL TEAM, PLAYING AT
THE UNI WORLD CUP
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EDITORIAL

Hisham Yezza

What is there to do now for the Peace
Movement? In this post-hutton post-wmd era
what can we, as a movement geared towards
promoting peace, really achieve? The simple
answer is: Everything.

For a start, bringing this government to
accountability has not been a vain enterprise,
Blair is now in a very precarious situation
because of his perceived contempt for the
thousands of labour’s natural supporters,
hopefully, this would convince him that the
only way to make amends is, at the least, to
ensure that Irakis are granted fair free
elections as soon as possible. Blair should also
keep in mind, when meeting ghadafi sometime
this year, his sanctimonious preaches about
human rights that he seemed to enjoy so much
pre-march 2003. He should also remember,
when sending yet another cheque to
Uzbekistan’s Islam Karimov, that some of the
money will go on fuel required to boil
opponents to death (see Rich Hindes’ article
inside and www.monbiot.com)

The Nottingham Peace Movement will always
be a force for togetherness and constructive
positive thinking on the issues of our time, we
urge all of you to attend our peace forums,
biweekly meetings on crucial matters: from
Irak to globalisation to the middle east
conflict).

The first of these events will be a talk by Alan
Simpson, MP for Nottingham. Who will
address various angles relating to the current
and future situation in Irak. Please visit our
website http://su.nottingham.ac.uk/~nspm to
check out our upcoming events. The least we
can do as university students is spend some of
our time understating the world we’re living
in and the challenges it presents. Peace.
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Bush in Oz

LYdiCl Watkinson. Australian Correspondent

Bush 1s fond of saying that he ‘loves freedom of
speech’ whenever he is met by any opposition or
protest in a foreign country. You wouldn’t think so
looking at the lengths the Australian and US
governments have gone to in order to shield poor
Georgie from any criticism or questioning during his
mercifully short visit to Australia. He was on
Australian soil for 20 hours. During that time a march
ban was imposed within 2 miles of the Parliament
building where Bush was speaking and all recording
or broadcasting equipment was banned from the area.
Protestors eventually defied the ban and marched to
the US embassy and to the Lodge (The Aussie 10
Downing Street). Even when protestors were allowed
to gather, they had to point their speakers away from
Parliament, just in case someone should actually hear
them. There was even an attempt by the Howard
Government to close all the roads in the city, so that if
protestors wanted to rally and have speakers, they
would have to carry the PA equipment there
themselves.

Freedom of the press was also restricted courtesy of
the United States Secret Service. The usual set-up for
state visits 1s that both leaders give a joint press
conference, where two journalists from the host
country and two from the visiting country get to ask
questions. Not this time. Bush refused to hold a press
conference, avoiding yet another opportunity for
anyone to ask him difficult questions. No Australian
journalists were even allowed into ‘The Lodge’
because they didn’t have security clearance from the
Secret Service. When the Canberra press gallery asked
to apply for clearance they weren’t allowed no
explanation was given.

The only voices of decent Bush heard during his 20-
hour visit were those from MPs and their guests inside










