Newsletter of the Nottingham Student Peace Movement Issue 3 - Dec 2004

Email: sunspm@nottingham.ac.uk Website su.nottingham.ac.uk/~nspm Printing cost 40P

Newsletter of the Nottingham Student Peace Movement Issue 3 - Dec 2004

Email: sunspm@nottingham.ac.uk Website su.nottingham.ac.uk/~nspm Printing Cost 40p

Election Time: Genuine Breakthrough or PR nonsense?

Hisham Yezza

The Peace MOVBment pl‘esents So. George Bush, despite or perhaps because of the valiant /appalling campaigning of the Michael Moore

brigade has been re-elected and four more years of smirking and swaggering are set to follow. Maybe
Dubbya was right after all, maybe he had been “misunderstimated”.

THE PE AC E | C ONF E R E ‘ E Now that we know what the head is going to look like, let us inspect the footprints: In Iraq, the assault on

Fallujah has been ruthless and hundreds to thousands of civilians (depending on who you ask) have perished
A ONE-DAY EVENT T O RAISE AWARNESS as a result. The US government and its Iraqi franchise have declared that all 200.000 of inhabitants had left
ENGAGE IN DEBATE AND DISCUSS SOLUTIONS

the town before the attack. Not only is this statement laughably unlikely but un-provable and uncheckable
anyway. Indeed, extensive media coverage on the civilian casualties has put to rest the myth that only
“militants” had been killed, many civilians either didn’t want to leave or were unable to do so and the
difficulties the medical and humanitarian aid agencies are finding in getting to Fallujah at this very moment
are an indication of how hard movement in and out of that city has been for weeks now. It is clear that the
elections are being pursued mostly as a media exercise for the consumption of western audiences, despite the
very clear lack of preparation on the ground the US leadership is determined to have the headlines it wants
come January. Many Iraqis are genuinely keen on holding elections but are not encouraged by the US’s
blatant arm-twisting tactics (newspaper closures, political arrests and intimidations) to ensure that the “right*
leadership is elected in Iraq. George Bush has no time for an Iraqi leadership whose main priority is the
welfare and future of the Iraqi people because that would come in direct conflict with too many American
interests (business or otherwise) and that’s not what Neocons had in mind when they drew the invasion
blueprints now 1s 1t?.
In occupied Palestine, President Arafat’s death has been seen by many as a chance for a less charismatic and
thus weaker leader to emerge who would be more willing to toe the Israeli line on central 1ssues such as the
Inalienable right of Palestinian refugees to return to their homeland or to the question of dismantling the
C E AS EFIRE | Pe ace in PO etr countless illegal settlements that Israeli governments have been building on Palestinian lands for decades, the
| January elections in occupied Palestine will be a test of whether the Palestinian cause will continue to be the
Editor: hes-Parker object of endless yoying between world powers or a show of unity and resistance in the face of occupation,
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When and Where?

Mid-February (around Sunday the 13™), Portland Building (tbc)

SESSIONS
WHAT’S OIL GOT TO DO WITH IT?

(Environmental issues and the Iraq war)

IN THE SHADOW OF THE WAR ON TERROR
(How civil liberties and rights are being affected in the UK)

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

(Discussing potential solutions to conflict)

-/

only a leadership determined to achieve a lasting peace through co-existence based on justice can truly
deliver it. As with so much in politics, whether these elections will prove to be genuine landmarks or yet
another hyped-up exercise in make-belief remains to be seen.
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Against every tired brick?
But breathing is so simple
When time is on your side
Words are melting pebbles
In this crimson maze of clouds
And yes this morning
We believe in healing
And in rebelling
Against... the rebellion
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