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The Peace Movement presents

A ONE-DAY EVENT TO RAISE AWARNESS
ENGAGE IN DEBATE AND DISCUSS soLUTioNs

When and Where?
Mid-February (around Sunday the 13th), Portland Building (tbc)

SESSIONS
WHATôS OIL GOT TO DO WITH IT?

(Environmental issues and the Iraq war)
IN THE SHADOW OF THE WAR ON TERROR

(How civil liberties and rights are being affected in the UK)
WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

(Discussing potential solutions to conþict)

Editorial Committee:
Luke Bocock, Tom Gillespie, Richard Hindes,

Dan Robertson, Dominic Wong

Contributors:
Luke Bocock, Andy Burrell, Rose Ellis, Richard
Hindes, Clarissa Hughes-Parker, Steve Martin,

Dan Robertson, Andy Robinson, Catherine
Taylor, Lydia Watkinson, Dominic Wong

Please send comments, letters and articles to
Ceasefiremag@yahoo.co.uk

Why bother with clumsy
Love when Hate is

So easy?
Why build a dream when

Greedôs gravity rebels
Against every tired brick?
But breathing is so simple
When time is on your side
Words are melting pebbles

In this crimson maze of clouds
And yes this morning
We believe in healing

And in rebelling
Against... the rebellion
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So. George Bush, despite or perhaps because of the valiant /appalling campaigning of the Michael Moore
brigade has been re-elected and four more years of smirking and swaggering are set to follow. Maybe
Dubbya was right after all, maybe he had been ñmisunderstimatedò.
Now that we know what the head is going to look like, let us inspect the footprints: In Iraq, the assault on
Fallujah has been ruthless and hundreds to thousands of civilians (depending on who you ask) have perished
as a result. The US government and its Iraqi franchise have declared that all 200.000 of inhabitants had leý
the town before the attack. Not only is this statement laughably unlikely but un-provable and uncheckable
anyway. Indeed, extensive media coverage on the civilian casualties has put to rest the myth that only
ñmilitantsò had been killed, many civilians either didnôt want to leave or were unable to do so and the
difficulties the medical and humanitarian aid agencies are fmding in getting to Falluj ah at this very moment
are an indication of how hard movement in and out of that city has been for weeks now. It is clear that the
elections are being pursued mostly as a media exercise for the consumption of western audiences, despite the
very clear lack ofpreparation on the ground the US leadership is determined to have the headlines it wants
come January. Many Iraqis are genuinely keen on holding elections but are not encouraged by the USôs
blatant arm-twisting tactics (newspaper closures, political arrests and intimidations) to ensure that the ñrightñ
leadership is elected in Iraq. George Bush has no time for an Iraqi leadership whose main priority is the
welfare and future of the Iraqi people because that would co me in direct conþict with too many American
interests (business or otherwise) and thatôs not what Neocons had in mind when they drew the invasion
blueprints now is it?.
In occupied Palestine, President Arafatôs death has been seen by many as a chance for a less charismatic and
thus weaker leader to emerge who would be more willing to toe the Israeli line on central issues such as the
Inalienable right of Palestinian refugees to retum to their homeland or to the question of dismantling the
countless illegal settlements that Israeli governments have been building on Palestinian lands for decades, the
Januaiy elections in occupied Palestine will be a test ofwhether the Palestinian cause will continue to be the
object of endless yoying between world powers or a show of unity and resistance in the face of occupation,
only a leadership determined to achieve a lasting peace through co-existence based on justice can truly
deliver it. As with so much in politics, whether these elections will prove to be genuine landmarks or yet
another hyped-up exercise in make-belief remains to be seen.

Dishonour among thieves: How Diego Garcia was stolen
One Truth or many: The NSPM tackles Peace, Race and Iustice.

Pain is Pain: (That's how animals see it anyway)
Direct Local Democracy: What YOU can do to change the world.

Arafat and the ambassador: Beyond the cliches
Debate: Will Marching Lead us anywhere?

Political Prisoners: Stop the execution of Tenzin Delek
Electoral sham in Uzbekistan
Anyone remembers Haiti? ...and more



 

The Chagos Archipelago is a
chain of coral islands in the
Indian Ocean, approximately
halfway between Africa and
Indonesia, seven degrees south of
the equator. The climate is hot
and humid, but tempered by sea
breezes. The soil is fertile and the
surrounding sea, rich in ýsh. The
islands were known to Arab
seafarers in the early century, but
ñdiscoveredò by the Portugese in
the 16th Century. Although they
didnôt settle it, they did give
Diego Garcia, the largest island,
the name it still holds. The island
was settled by French colonists in
1776 and remained populated for
the next two-hundred years.
Today, however, the population
are gone and in their place stands
a US military base on Diego
Garcia used in the bombing of
Afghanistan and Iraq. How this
state of affairs came about is
nothing short of a scandal and
worthy of far greater comment
than it usually attracts. That the
story is largely unknown, even
among those critical of Western
foreign policy, is testament
perhaps to the servility of the
dominant media in the US and
UK to the interests of power.
Fortunately there are some who
are prepared to speak up about
the story. Among them, veteran
investigative journalist and
perennial irritant of the powerful,
John Pilger whoôs documentary
on the issue, ñStealing A
Nation,ò was shown on ITV1
recently. This will hopefully help
to raise peopleôs awareness of the
issue. The archipelago belongs
to the UK and was retained when
Mauritius became independent,
by its incorporation into the
British Indian Ocean Territory

(BIOT). This was done, because
of an agreement between the US
and UK that Diego Garcia would
be made available to the US for a
base. Additionally the US wanted
the island and the archipelago
ñswept and sanitisedò, which
meant that the 2,000 people
living there had to be forced from
their homes. Some found
themselves unable to return to the
islands after making visits to
Mauritius, others were told that
they might be bombed, others
were simply loaded onto ships
and taken to a prison on the
Seychelles, now demolished. One
particularly affecting episode saw
the 1,000 pet dogs on the island
gassed by US military personnel,
using exhaust fumes from their
vehicles. The implicit message
being that if the islanders did not
leave, the same would happen to
them. Alongside the removal of
the population, there were
extensive machinations on the
part of Foreign Office mandarins
to ensure the whole affair was
kept secret. Much of this effort
was centred around promulgating
the idea that the Chagossians
were not a settled population, but
rather transient labourers, which
they knew to be untrue. Lawyer
for the islanders Richard Gifford
opines that all they were
concemed about was that they
might be caught, the effect on the
people who they had exiled was
essentially irrelevant. One former
ofýcial, interviewed by Pilger in
the course of his documentary,
seeks to defend a (now deceased)
colleague who described the
islanders in a memo as ña few
Tarzans and Man Fridays,ò by
explaining that he would not
have written such a thing if he

had known it would enter the
public domain. Most of the
population ended up living in
Mauritius where many died as a
result of the poverty which they
found themselves in, or because
of ñsadnessò. Rates of suicide,
alcoholism and drug use were
chronic and conditions have
improved little in the years since
their exile began. Pilger visited a
family who had been ýlmed in
1982 living in abject poverty
with 25 sleeping in shifts in one
room. Twenty-two years later he
ýnds them in the same house, in
much the same conditions.

Despite their dire situation,
the Chagossians have not given
up and continue to ýght for the
right to return to their homes. In
November 2000 they won a
major victory in the High Court,
which ruled that the expulsion of
the islanders was illegal. The
case also brought to light many
ýles revealing the truth behind
the expulsions. As a result of the
ruling, the order expelling them
from their homes had to be
rewritten, allowing the islanders
the right to resettle on the islands.
The UK Government, however,
insisted that treaty obligations
with the US meant that Diego
Garcia itself had to be excluded
from resettlement W

In June of this year, the
government went even further,
introducing two Orders in
Council which prevented anyone
from setting foot on the Chagos
Islands. Orders in Council are a
crown power and allow the
government to enact law without
any democratic oversight. Pilger
comments that dictatorships
operate in a similar fashion,
albeit without the ñquaint ritualò.

A number of islanders have
also travelled to the UK in the
hope that they will be able to
ýnd a better life here. They all
have British citizenship and
argue that the government should
either allow them to return home
or support them in moving to and
settling in the UK. On November
3, around 80 islanders protested
outside Downing Street making
this very demand. They held
banners demanding, ñIf You
Canôt' Support Us Send Us Back
To Diego Garciaò, ñGive Us
Back Our Dignityò and ñStop
Your Hypocrisy, Prime
Ministerò. On that day and the
next there were adjournment
debates in Parliament about the
treatment of the islanders. It
appears ýom these that the
government has no intention of
providing support for the
Chagossians who have come to
the UK, leaving this to already
overstretched councils.

The treatment of the
islanders has been nothing short
of contemptible. While the
population affected is relatively
small (there were some 2,000
islanders at the time of their
expulsion while the community
now numbers around 4,500) this
takes nothing away from the
immorality of what has been
done to them. No-one would
argue that the murder of Kenneth
Bigley was acceptable because
he was only one person. The
crime is real and continues today,
it also facilitates further crimes
such as the illegal invasion of
Iraq. For these reasons we should
do all we can to see the base on
Diego Garcia closed and the
islanders retumed to the island,
with suitable compensation for
their treatment. Achieving this
will not be easy, but it is not
impossible. It is only by doing
nothing that we guarantee
nothing will change.














