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Across

1 Big wave, or am I nuts? (7)

5 See 8 down

9 Tick the tank engine for political comedian (4,6)
10 Large reptile in short form (4)

12 Evil ring returns to Popeye’s girlfriend (5)

13 Impure Mo runs into big shop (8)

14 Communist feared second half (3)

16 Make electronic noise, but initially peel back (5)
17 Continent has Ian in it (4)

18 Turns are back in time (3)

20 Chuck Heston’s friends ran around (1,1,1)

22 The number of letters (4)

23 Cried about fermented apple juice (5)

25 Wot's up? Needed to tango! (2)

26 Donkey on eastern ship, or examiner (8)

27 Michael the Python is unusually plain (5)

29 Finished part of cricket (4)

30 Decide womb unfit for Tory MP (10)

32 Commandos promptly find war poet (7)

33 Pull out in fire tractor (7)
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1 Liberal US actor makes tin bomb, sir (3,7)

2 Rain in UK, east, formerly part of USSR (7)

3 An idiot in Belgian city (7)

4 Pressed with Fe? (6)

5 Football upright, strange stag pool (8)

6 I had instinctive impulses (2)

7 Good luck for melody (7)

8 (and 5 across) Steal mythical creature for BNP
leader (4,7)

11 Site of arena? Not north! (4)

15 Temperature scale for Michael Moore, if he
ran the confusion (10)

19 What is this? (8)

21 When you finish you’ll have them all! (7)

22 Liberated right in the middle of payment (4)
23 Replicate feline imitator (7)

24 Problem of unusually dim male (7)

25 Scarlet paintings return to salesman (6)
28 Throw to ship (4)
31 Leave half gone (2)
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WHAT DO WE NEED PEACE FOR?

Hicham Yezza

The re-election of George W Bush has brought many people in the peace movement to the verge of despair.
“How can the US voters not see how horrendous his first term has proven to be? How can they vote for
someone with such a surreal level of incompetence, and such a tragicomic relationship with the english
language? How?”” They scream in disbelief, in anger. Well, it is now time to go beyond the blame game and
to concentrate on positive activism. A lot can still be done that’s what matters, all efforts should be focused
towards ensuring our leaders are held to account at every turn. They need to know that the peace movement
is here to stay, that the millions of demonstrators were not a seasonal phenomenon but that rising global
popular political awareness 1s something real and tangible. The leaders of the free world are very worried, as
they should be.

In early february, newspapers reported the significant surge in interest in politics among teenagers and young
people in general. This 1s no accident but the result of years of patient and determined education and activism
by hundreds of thousands of social-justice campaigners, whether under the banner of human rights NGOs,
environmental groups or anti-globalisation movements, they all share the same belief that our world could
and should be run better.

On the 13" january 2004, the Peace Movement is organising a peace conference, this event will be an
occasion for hundreds of students to come hear a variety of knowledgeable speakers talk about the important
issues of our time, from the crucial link between economics and politics to the threat to civil liberties and
human rights that the “war on terror” presents as well as engage in constructive debate and criticism through
seminars and Q&A sessions. We also talk about solutions, people often blame the progressive movement for
being too focused on criticising the mistakes of others without actually offering any reasonable alternatives.
This 1s why the conference will end with a session about “solutions” with a respected panel of academics and
activists presenting their views on what concrete actions and policies we should promote and act upon.
Indeed, there’s so much going on at the moment that people often feel overwhelmed by the deluge of
information they receive from the 24h media: Instability in Irak, pre-election shenanigans in the UK, the
asian tsunami aftermath, the Middle-east hovering yet again between violence and hopes of a new dawn but
if you feel you’re tired of being a spectator then we do hope you will find time to attend this conference

(admission 1s free) and we urge you to think about how you, personally, can “make a difference”, this i1s only
an empty cliché slogan if you let it be so.

Speciesism
Stop moaning and do something
Whose nature is it anyway?
Demo: A fun night with attitude
Books: Bob Dylan’s delightful ruminations
Music: Roots Manuva, brand-new-second-hand
Peaceword
Letters
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It is useful when thinking
about activism to break it
down into three components:
(a) what's wrong with what
we have now; (b) what we
want to replace it with; and (c)
how we get from (a) to (b).
This applies whether you are
talking about reforms within
the confines of the prevailing
system or more extensive root
and branch change
(revolution).

When we look around the
world today there is no
shortage of evils which could
fall within the realms of (a)
and as such, there has been a
tendency amongst activists to
focus on this, sometimes at
the expense of (b) and (c). You
can go into any bookshop and
find a wealth of books
critiquing racism, patriarchy,
imperialism, heterosexism,
imperialism etc, but far fewer
suggesting alternative
systems or describing how we
can get there.

An examination of the
previous editions of this fine
publication demonstrates that
the Peace Movement is as
guilty as anybody.
Fortunately this focus is not
total. Scanning through the
last edition one discovers an
article by Andy Burrell on
“direct local democracy” and
a debate between Hich Yezza
and Catherine Taylor on the
merits of mass
demonstrations. Nevertheless

POSITIVITY

Richard Hindes

the fundamental
remains.

point

One possible consequence of
this focus on the negative
(what is wrong) rather than
the positive (what we want) is
a sense of powerlessness. If
we have no idea of what we
want or how to go about
getting there it is easy to
conclude that there is, indeed,
no alternative. If there is no
alternative, it follows that
there is no point in seeking to
alter the way things are and
hence no point in getting
involved in political
movements.

It is clear, therefore, that those
of us involved in activism,
whether against imperialism,
capitalism, racism or
whatever, should seek to
articulate a view of the kind of
world we want to see and
how we go about getting
there. We don't need to
describe every single detail of
this world, but we do need to
set out  comprehensive,
convincing alternatives to the
institutions we oppose with at
least an outline of how we
propose to get there. In the
short to medium term this
means that activists should
vigorously debate possible
alternatives,  testing  and
critiquing them in order to
establish which is Dbest.
Hopefully the final session of
the Peace Conference, which
will have speakers putting the
case for Participatory

Economics, revolutionary
socialism and federalism, will
play a role in igniting this
vital debate.

We must also think long and
hard about how we realise
this new world (or even
achieve small victories in the
meantime). This is important,
not only to demonstrate that
the world we would like to
see is genuinely achievable,
but because it is far too easy to
do things simply because
that's what we've always
done, regardless of whether it
is moving us towards our
goal. This was one of my
major criticisms of the Stop
the War Coalition who
manoeuvred themselves into
a hegemonic position within
the anti-war movement but
seem to have no conception of
strategy. Instead they call one
national demonstration after
another in the vain hope of
repeating the undoubted
success of February 15, 2003.

Attentive readers will note
that this article ironically
(perhaps even hypocritically)
avoids offering any positive

suggestions of its own. This is"

certainly true, but it is to be
hoped that it will get people
thinking and  encourage
others (perhaps even you!) to
put pen to paper and start
talking about what they want.
Answers on the back of a
postcard!

EDITORIAL

ON HOW TO LIBERATE IRAK

George Monbiot, the admirable
frustratingly-tireless successor to the
Fisk-Pilger-Chomsky generation of
great expositors has struck again. In
his guardian column of the 8"
February 2005 he took on the
currently fashionable US-led
onslaught on the UN, notably the
now-infamous Oil-for-food
program.
Monbiot points out that most of
those in the US senate and congress
who, only a few weeks ago, were
baying for the head of Kofi Annan
have suddenly gone all quiet after
the publication of the congressional
report on the impact the different
abuses of the oil-for-food program
have had on Iraqis during the decade
of ruthless US-sponsored sanctions.
The reason? The report concluded
that whilst the Oil-For-food
corruption did result in the Iraqi
people missing out on hundreds of
millions of dollars. Far more had
been sifted past them through the
illegal sale of oil by Saddam to
Turkey and Jordan. It turns out the
US had turned a blind eye to what
amounted to a multi-billion black
market operation run by the Saddam
regime for the simple reason that it
served and suited two of its major
allies in the region. No wonder this
has put in an entirely new light the
recent spat of outraged horror by
the very congressmen who wanted
portray the UN as a bona fide
benefactor on Saddam’s regime.
And 1t doesn’t end here. Monbiot
goes on to expose the horrendous
level of incompetence and
downright extortion the US
militaro-corporate complex has been
involved in. Many of the major
rebuilding contracts had been
awarded to US companies with not
even a semblance of tendering them
to competitive bidders from other
nations, which tells us a lot about
the ” free market when we feel like
it” doctrine of successive US
governments. Not only have the

contracts not been awarded fairly,
but they have been given to
companies (such as the omnipresent
Halliburton) that offer dismal value
for money to the wretched Iraqis
who are made to foot the
astronomical bill.

As Monbiot points out, many US
companies have simply sub-
contracted projects they had been
awarded to local companies for a
fraction of the money they were
being paid to do the job, moreover,
the awarding of contracts has been
shown, unsurprisingly, to be a
complete maze of back-door
payments and bribes, all this with
the knowledge and implicit
acceptance of most of the CPA’s
personnel.

Whatever one thinks of the Iraqi
elections, it’s hard not to be
apprehensive about the task lying
ahead for the Iraqi people. How can
they be expected to rebuild their
country if the first letter the new
prime minister will receive is a huge
invoice that will practically cripple
any rebuilding efforts for years to
come? Of course, the US is ready
with an answer. Help is at hand but
only in exchange for juicy bits of the

. Iraqi economical landscape.

The health, education and transport
services are already set for massive
privatisation schemes that would
keep those US companies lucky

TAKING THE PEACE

Hisham Yezza

enough to end up with the spoils a
steady flow of income for decades to
come. Iraqis of course have no say
in this, they should simply be
grateful for being liberated and not
be graceless enough to ask questions
Or raise concerns.

What needs to be done? We should
lobby, hard, so that the new Iraq is
not made to start life with a single
dollar of debt. Not US/UK debt
anyway. Indeed, what’s a few
billion dollars worth to George W
when you compare it with the
immense relief he now surely enjoys
after the imminent end-of-the-world
threat posed by that WMD-maestro
Saddam has been dealt with? Iraqis
have suffered long enough and they
certainly do not want to see thirty
years of their country being
Saddam’s private property followed
by another thirty years of being a
milking cow for Bush and co.

When the G8 summit comes to the
UK 1n the summer, Tony Blair
should ask Dubya to drop Iraq’s
debt. It’s the only way for him to
salvage his legacy. But will he have
the brains, and more importantly,
the guts to do it? Let us wait and see
but please: don’t hold your breath.

Bv Daniel Binns
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