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The club's accounts for the past financial year reveal
that most money went on re-signing existing playersdon
new,long-term contracts.One of these has been leake
to the BRIAN,and is reproduced below: :
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ROSEBERY AVENUE,
LONDON EC1R 4PH.

Apologies for the extreme
tardiness of this issue,but
this was due to a mixture
of outside commitments and
the traditional mid-season
lack of inspiration.
Although there are still
debts outstanding on some
of the back issues,the only
way the BRIAN is folding is
in the middle to accomodate
the staples.We will
continue as long as the
demand is there.Thanks to
all those of you that sent
letters of support.We have
always had a policy of not

NFFC £2 CONTRACT

The player must.....

leeesecalways give 100%

2eeseecalways pass the ball to a colleague in a
worse position when having a chance to
shoot within the penalty area

3eesseenever shout "man on" to warn colleagues of
an approaching opponent

4ee0eeenever take a free-kick or corner further
than two yards

Sesssssnever head the ball in the opposition
penalty area

BGeseesenever speak to the press

Teoeeeoosnug the manager whenever this is expected

B8esesesewear hideously unfashionable clothes to
club social functions



PETER TAYLOR A TRIBUTE

Whatever reasons Nottingham play for England whilst

Forest Football Club may

still in Division 3) made

have given for allowing the pyp reglige that a first

death of Peter Taylor to

team place was unlikely to

pass by without a minute's ‘nemain his.Taylor was sold
silence before the Everton o Middlesbrough for

game,the fact remains that £3,500.,

thousands of supporters
were denied the chance

pay last respects to a

genuine hero.The excuse
that Peter Taylor himself
would not have wanted the
player's concentration

to

spoiled by such an emotion- |

al moment may have been
well intentioned,but to
keep the fans in the dark
in such a way was
insensitive to say tne
least.The players and Brian
Clough had the chance fto
reflect on Peter Taylor at
his funeral,but what about
those of us mere supporters
who idolised him and many

of whom got themselves into;

the ground before the match
v Everton especially early
in anticipation of a
minute's silence? There
will be a minute's silence
at the AGM,but still &
nothing for the ordinary
fans.To redress the balance
a little,the following is a
short summary of the career
of Peter Taylor.A chance
for younger supporters who
may only know of him as an
"aggistant" to Mr Clough to
know a bit more about him,
and those of us old enough
to remember hia contribu-
tion to the "Glory Years"
to reflect on the loss of a
hero.

Peter Taylor was a :
Nottingham lad,born and
bred,and played in goal
twice for Forest as an

e
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It was at Boro in 1935
that Peter Taylor and
Brian Clough first met.
Taylor noticed the ability
of Clough,4th centre
forward to be tried in the
pre-season 'Probables' v
'Possibles' match.Taylor
took Clough under his wing,
tried to get him signed by
Coventry (Clough wasn't
highly rated at Boro to
start with),and began to
share an obsession with

- football.Clough continued

to score goals for Boro
but,apparently,was
unpopular with the other
players,got a reputation

as Trouble and was
eventually sold to
Sunderland.Taylor had moved

amateur (v Notts County) in on to Port Vale for £750

the wartime league.He
signed professional at the
age of seventeen,not for
Forest,but for Coventry
City.He stayed at Coventry
for nine years,until the
arrival of a brilliant
keeper called Reg Matthews
(who was good enough to

and from there went on to
play for Southern League
Burton Albion.In 1963,Peter
Taylor became manager of
Burton.By 1965,not only had
Brian Clough's playing
career ended,but he had
been laid off from the
Sunderland coaching

"H’-

position he had been given.
In the autumn of that year,
Brian Clough was offered
the managership of Hartle-
pool United (then just
called Hartlepools) and,
despite not having been in
close contact with Taylor
for four years,managed to
persuade him to give up his
comfy job at Burton (they
were top of the Southern
League and holders of the
Southern League Cup) to
join him at the rather less
successful Hartlepools.The
deal even included a wage
drop to go with the added
insecurity.

At Hartlepools,Taylor
established his strength in

- buying players,Clough

pushed and promoted the
club,staved off the
liquidators and managed the
team to the dizzy heights
of seventh from bottom.
Ne::t stop for the duo was

- Derby,who they guided to

promotion from Division 2.
Again,Taylor's part seemed
to be in spotting poten-
tially great players like
Roy lMcFarland and John
McGovern (the latter had
first linked up with them
at Hartlepools).The two
built Derby into a success-
ful team with relatively
cheap players,and consolid-
ated later with bigger buys
like Terry Hennessey,VWillie
Carlin,Colin Todd,Archie
Gemmill and Alan Hinton (a
superb winger from Forest,
who for some reason was
disliked by Forest support-
ers).To cut a long story
short,Derby won the league
in 1971-72 under Clough and
Taylor,and again in 1974-75
under Dave Mackay,with a
team basically built by his
predecessors.There were

controversies along the way
that made Clough and Taylor

the most talked about duo
in football.Relationships
with Forest were strained
by the Ian Storey-kioore
(non) transfer,in which

|

—T)erby thought they hac
signed Forest's biggest
.star,paraded him on the
pitch before a game at the
Baseball Ground,and then
were told the deal was off
by Forest.The police
investigated suspicions of
a fixed match that decided
the 71-72 championship,and
there was a protest started
amongst Rams fans when the
Chairman of the time
started to attack the

managers.Clough and Taylor
eventually resigned,but

left Derby a much bigger
club than when they joined.
From Derby,both Clough and
Taylor went to Brighton and

inherited a team capable of
some pretty abysmal

results (4-0 loss to Walton
& Hersham in the Cup,an 8=2
home defeat by Bristol
Rovers in the league).
Clough soon left to manage
Leeds,while Taylor stayed
on for two more years,until
July 1976.

The pair were re-united at
Forest in summer 1976.
Chairman Brian Appleby and
vice-chairman Stuart Dryden
were keen to get Clough and
Taylor together to revital-
ise a mediocre (to put it
kindly) 2nd Division team.
Again,Taylor took the role
of finding the players and
Brian Clough made it clear
that they were an equal
partnership,not manager and
assistant.One of Taylor's
greatest achievements must
have been to turn John
Robertson from an ineffect-
ive,overweight plodder into
the most brilliant over-
weight plodder ever.The
ability to put the right
players in the right team
continued.Taylor's
acquisition of Peter Withe
provided the ideal target
for Robertson and Martin
O'Neill's crosses and he
scored 16 goals as Forest
clinched promotion in 1976-
77.The rest is legendary as
Forest,under Clough and
Taylor,went on to win two
European Cups,one League
Championship,2: League Cups,
1 Charity Shield,1 European
Super Cup and (the first of

'| always knew that two men,

the right two, could build up
a Club quicker than one.’

PETER TAYLOR

them all) the Anglo-Scot-
tish Cup.Clough and Taylor
lashed out on some pretty
big money buys,and while a
few of these turned out to
be pretty dodgy (Wallace,
Ward & Fashanu spring
immediately to mind!),most
of them showed signs of
pure genius.Shilton cost a
record for a goalkeeper
(£300,000),but proved to be
one of the bargains of the
century.Kenny Burns cost
£145,000 and came with a
reputation as a problem
player that surely only
Clough & Taylor could over-
come or understand (after
Taylor spied on Burns at
the races and reported that
his gambling habit was
wildly exaggerated) .Trevor
Francis cost over or around
(depending on which papers

you read) a million,got his

Forest career off to a half
decent start by scoring
THAT winning goal and went
on to prove that he was
well worth the money.Taylor
was responsible for sending
out a scout to watchk Garry
Birtles,who was bought for
a whopping £2,000,and other
bargain buys included
Archie Gemmill (£20,000),
Larry Lloyd (£55,000).The
miraculous transformation
from no-hopers to Tricky
Trees was the work of TWO
men,Clough AND Taylor,and
there will almost certainly
never be another story like
it.As well as his ability
to spot players,Peter
Taylor apparently had a
fabulous sense of humour
and the ability to perk up
Brian Clough when he was
low.Brian demonstrated that
the partnership was a two

-y,

man %hing by his attempts
to get the League to allow
both of them to lead out
Forest in the League Cup
Finals.This was rejected,
but Taylor lead the team
out for the Southampton

The partnership ended in
bitter circumstances.Brian
negotiated a decent payoff
for Taylor after his
departure from Forest
(which was brought about by
Taylor's poor health and
the feeling that the part-
nership had lost its magic),
but Taylor promptly return-
ed to management at Derby.
The relationship was soured
over Taylor's signing of
John Robertson for the Rams
(apparently he went behind
Clough's back),and some
believe that the public-
ation of his book,"With
Clough By Taylor",caused a
further rift.The two never
got the chance ©to revive
their friendship before
Peter Taylor's death,but
Brian Clough,to his eternal
credit,always continued to
remind people of the
significance of Peter
Taylor's contribution to
all. their successes.

Peter Taylor died on
October 4th 1990,aged 62,
whilst on holiday in
Majorca.A genius and a true
hero was lost.Brian Clough
must regret that the
bitterness was never over-
come."BRIAN" the fanzine
would like to belatedly
pass on deepest sympathy
and condolences to Brian
the manager,to Peter
Taylor's wife,and their two
children.










































