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Fourpence

SUPPORT THE SEAMEN!

T MUST SEEM strange to most people that British seamen
have not had a union strike since 1911-—very odd when
one considers other industries and the strikes, and threats of
strikes, which have protected their workers’ wages, hours
and conditions. Seamen had a good, militant record up to
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“It would be the duty o¢f the Government, indeed of any
Government, to resist the action taken.” =
<+ —Wilson on TV, 16.5.66.

1911, but after that year the National Union of Seamen and
Firemen was captured by a gang of self-seeking officials,
headed by the notorious patriot, Havelock Wilson, who had
risen to power on his reputation as a militant.

The union officials made a pact with the Shipping
Federation, the largest body of employers, to enforce union
membership by refusing to employ any man who would not
sign the infamous “P.C.5” form, allowing the shipowner to
take union dues from his pay and forward the money to the
officials. In return, the NUS officials gave loyal and valuable
service to the shipowners. The bureaucratic hands were
strengthened by the fact that seamen in work are away and
cannot attend branch meetings, no stewards were allowed by
employers or union, and seamen out of work were in arrears
of union dues and so denied a voice in union affairs. The
officials of the NUS actually went to the shipowners in 1931
and asked them to reduce wages by £1 a month. Of course,
the owners gladly agreed and praised the union bosses for
their patriotism.

RANK-AND-FILE CONTROL

There were many fights against this condition, but-in harder
times organisation to defeat the powerful, State-supported
employers and their union lackeys was difficult, poverty, the
magistrates and judges being ever at hand to enforce the
employers’ will. The one really promising development
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The same the whole world over

ACCORDING to the Evening Standard (6.5.66) Russia is to
produce Italian Fiat cars. Under a new agreement, Fiat will
build the plant in Russia at a cost of £120 million, financed
by the Italian government and repayable over ten years.
It may be recalled that Fiat bosses were prominent financial
backers of Mussolini even before his seizure of power. Since
that time the firm has been nationalised and now has a factory
in Fascist Spain, too. All of which just goes to show that for
the boss class, East or West, money never stinks. ;
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RUSSIAN labour made some sort of record last year:
Shipyard workers at Sevastopol and other Black Sea ports
struck for pay and conditions. Russian leaders try to keep
up the fiction that striking by workers is unnecessary,
improper and unpatriotic. It’s about the same in the USA.
= Mike McQuirk in ““Industrial Worker”
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DIRECT ACTION

SUPPORT THE SEAMEN (cont.)

against P.C.5, on the NE coast in 1929 to 1931, was ruined
by the intervention of the Communist Party.

However, in recent years an all-ports free movement of
seamen has been created. Known as the Seamen’s Reform
Movement, regular organisation has been created and the
fight carried on inside and outside the union, in port and
aboard ship, and unofficial strikes have taken place.
Gradually, the officials of the NUS, true heirs of Havelock
Wilson, have been forced from one position to another, until,
unable longer to stem the tide, they have had to acecept the
strike. If you can’t beat them, join them. But, sailors
beware, the best position from which to break a strike is the
seat of leadership of that dispute. The situation cries out
loud for rank-and-file control of the strike. Control of the
picket line, regular mass meetings, democratically-elected
strike committees in every port and a national federal council

- of strike committees.

From any point of view, the demands of the seamen,
stewards and others are reasonable, when compared to any
other industry or service. A 40-hour week, instead of 56
hours. On wages, £60 a month after five-years’ service, about
3s a week, and proper overtime rates for week-end overtime.
An end to the 1894 Merchant Shipping Act, which makes
“misconduct” a punishable offence, liable to jail or fining,
“and striking a criminal offence. An Act which, 72 years ago,
was but a codification of serf laws dating back more than
200 years. Despite Harold Wilson’s criticism of this Act in
one of his “TV Spectaculars™, it is worth recalling that no
step was taken by either the 1945-51 or 1964-66 Labour
Governments to repeal it. Only when strike action takes
‘place do Wilson and Co. admit the iniquity of serfdom.

VICTORY FOR ALL WORKERS

-, Well over 100 industries now enjoy a 40-hour week and
. average wages in most are above those of seamen. Much is
_said about competition from foreign shipping. Danish seamen
‘receive £74 a month for a 45-hour week and Swedish £69
for the same hours. West Germany pays £64 for a 40-hour
week and American seamen get, also for a 40-hour week,
£130! These, with the Greeks, are the chief competitors.

The Labour Government, as expected, has come out com-
pletely against the strike. Also announced is the use of the
armed forces under Tory emergency special laws to break the
strike, as previous Labour premiers, MacDonald and Attlee
did. Wilson on TV threatened the strikers and declared, “it
would be the duty of the Government to resist the action
‘taken, for this would be a strike against the State.” An
‘ordinary industrial, legal dispute is a “strike against the
‘State;,”  We Syndicalists, too, understand the nature of the
State and that it is not changed by a “Labour” vote—and
warn workers against the Socialist and Communist crooks
who urge workers to put their trust in a Labour Government
and “Vote Labour”.

Much support is promised the seamen. We must each see
to it that these tokens of solidarity are increased and made
effective. ' Victory of the seafarers will be victory for all
workers. Wilson has threatened our fellow workers, while
profiteering dealers in foodstuffs doubled prices in the first
three days of the strike, but were not threatened with prison
or substantial fine.

We know what side Her Majesty’s Socialists are on. WE
ARE FOR THE SEAMEN.
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Merchant Navy Losses, 1939-45 War

Killed and missing: 35,462. Wounded: 4,402. Prisoners:
5.,556.  Total: 45,420.

NEWCAST_LE SYNDICALIST GROUP meets every Thurs-

day, 8 pm, at The Adelaide, Newgate St., Neweastle-on-Tyne.

| Operation kidnap

UROPE’S FORGOTTEN MEN, the political prisoners of fascist
dictator Franco—among them SWF member Stuart
Christie, nearing the end of his first two years of a 20-year
sentence—had their fate dramatically highlighted last month.
Members of the CNT, Spain’s clandestine anarcho-
syndicalist labour unions, kidnapped Mgr. Marcos Ussia,
ecclesiastical counsellor at the Spanish Embassy at the
Vatican on April 29—and he!d him for 12 days, during which
the world’s press gavz wide pubicity to their demand for the
freeing of political prisoners in Spain. Ussia, member of a
rich and aristocratic Basque family, said his captors had
treated him well—but gave him a Protestant Bible to read!
He was freed, near the Vatican, on May 11. Earlier, a Spanish
comrade had been arrested on suspicion of complicity in the
kidnapping.

This daring coup recalls that of three young Italian Anar-
christs in September, 1962, when they kidnapped Franco’s
vice-consul in Milan, in protest against the death sentence, by
a Franco court-martial, on libertarian militant, Jorge Coniil
Vall. On October 5 of that year Vall was reprieved, thanks
to the action of our comrades and the subsequent intervention
of Cardinal Montini, now the Pope.

NORTH-EAST NOTES

Steward reinstated

E sacked shop-steward at Vickers’ Elswick works, Brian

Shave, is reinstated (DIRECT ACTION, May). The manage-
ment’s offer of a job in another shop at less pay was rejected;
the management was finally brought down by an overtime
ban throughout the works, caused by the withdrawal of all
stewards from joint negotiating committees, and the added
threat of a general walkout by all 19(!) unions.

One drawback with this “official” approach is the time
it takes, however. Shave was off work for five weeks before
reinstatement. He was forced to apologise and to promise
to obey future orders as a condition of reinstatement. At
another enginering works, at Aycliffe, Durham, last month
it took just five hours for the hundred men involved to get a
steward reinstated—with no apology. They walked out and
stayed out.

The other Vickers’ Elswick news, the “worker’s court”
affair, has come to a satisfactory end. The two men exceeding
the £35 per week ceiling have paid their fines and shown their
payslips to the works convenor, thus keeping their union
cards. - Ironically, while local press and radio were going to
sown on this, the convenor himself, a Labour councillor at
Gateshead, was being disciplined by the local Party for voting
on the Newcastle line over the Tyne county proposals. One
cannot help wondering if the convenor’s position in the
Labour Party influenced Ald. Cunningham, local boss of
Shave’s union (NUGMW) to give his support to that dispute.
For Mrs. Doreen McNally, a non-political militant, was
publicly jettisoned by Cunningham after she had got him
negotiating rights at Blaydon Wire Works, and herself suffered
victimisation.

NO STRIKES—GETS MEDAL
OR 20 years, Joe Moat, sheet-metal workers’ craft union
steward at Vickers’ Walker Yard, had never allowed a
dispute to turn into a strike. On retirement, Vickers gave
him a British Empire Medal in the Honours List, plus the
usual watch. And laid on a free taxi ride to Alnwick and
back for him to shake hands with the Duke of Northumber-
land and be presented with the medal on Her Majesty’s behalf.
DIRECT ACTION REPORTER





















