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= Hl Cks Fro Article purnose: review of LP

’ "Hicks PFrom The Siuicks®
(Rockburgh Records).

““It has done marvels
for my self-confidence,
which is really what

it was all about.”’

"The Ultimate Compilation it says
on the promotional leaflet.Well,
certainly the area covered by this
album,reaching from Nottingham
right up to Blackpool and Leeds,
has for too long '‘been ignored by
the music press and therefore oy
Ik record companies(except when a
certain town is considered hip for
a month or two).This album covers
sixteen bands who have had indepe-
ndant label singles out or who
have never recorded before,and
shows that there is more talent
undiscovered in the North than

anywhere,but the ultimate compila-
tion?We'll see!

= On the first side,there's the XTC
ek ~1ike Airkraft,the pop)ska Expela-
ires,the doomladen Cabaret Voltaire
produced ClockDVA,the poppy Music
For Pleasure,slightly strange pop
from Nightmares In Wax,Becatlesish
(not a bad thing)Ada Wilson,slow
unoovtrusive Modern Eon,and of cou-
rse our own Medium Medium providing
one of the pbest tracks,'Them Or Me'

On the second side we have the
Bhypnotic,powerful rhythm machine
users Radio 5,captivating guitar
playing and a beautiful song from
They Must Be Russians,the aforemen-
tioned-in-this-zine Section 25,Art
Failure from Nottm with a keyboards
layered pop toon,the slow grinding
I'M So Hollow,magnificent rolling
echoing Wah!Heat,more conventional
stuff Stranger Than Fiction,and
finally The Distributors electronic
Fant, "TV ' ME* . |

A motley collection perhaps,but

not a dud among them.Shows what the
North has got that London hasn't: a
must.The ultimate compilation?Mayope,




The Under-Fives Scene

Sad Steve of Beeston,Nottingham's
up and coming cult hero-a leading
figure in the hip community.His
reputation as a man with no B.O.
(Body Odour),very little oad brea-
th and a well concealed hernia
scar has spread throughout the
underground movement of the East
Midlands.RumouBs of his one time
quthern Soul image are immediate-
ly dispelled with one glimpse at
this early picture of him back in -
1964 (note short hair and straights)
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Yes,yes,yes!This mythical legend
has been totally ignored by such
names as John Peel,Ian Dury,and
Dave Vanian.He was a punk back in
the old days (see photo) and once
nearly saw the Sex Pistols live-but
was not allowed in as he was too
young.So eat your heart out all you
so called punks who have yet to ouy
him a pint of bitter, don't waste
time-offer him apint the very next
time you see him and remember:
PINTS WILL DO!!

Details of the 'Buy Sad Steve a
‘pint of bitter campaign' phone NOt-
tingham 257135 between 5and6’ pm
Monday to Friday. ;
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