By ANTHONY FINLAY

Stuart Christie converts
cookers to natural gas.
He is also the best-known
anarchist in Britain.:

- Earlier this month he and
' three - others walked iree
1

Brigade trial after
found no:i guilty, while four
others were each jailed - for
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This publication is issued in
continuation of a tradition
of anarchist publication in
Great Britain going back 125
yecars. JL1ts seigure by a
nolice officer, other than
inst 8 receipt or proper
1 oritys, constitutes an act
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The book seemed quite
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- of the 'underground' movement
until the writer got on to
this country and mentioncd us.
It is always disconcerting to
find when somecone is claiming
- to be a specialist that when
he comes on to facts you know
yourself, he is wrong. What
has Black Flag to do with the
Cultural Revolution, the
'Underground! &c.?

Perhaps we ought to explain
in case others than Mr Lewis
are bemused. We look on the
whole 'counter—culture'! as a
gort of '"Hetormation'. with
extreme significance, but we
do not confuse it with social
revolution. The Industrial
Revolution had some contacts
with the old Reformations it
was intertwined, but it was
not the same thing.

Therec are, notoriously,

"+ hippy capitalists and hippy

millionairess pecople who are
using the counter—culture to
make fortunes, just as there
are those who are using it 1o
tdrop out',. or to justity an
enforced dropping-out, and
become a sort of sub—prolot-
ariate The revolutionary
movement is in no way identic-—
al with the counter-culturc.
That ds the illusion of

some journalists (as we note
on another pago)° The wholic

trendy scene cuts across political
liness it includes a strong groovy
capitalist class as well as a large
body of oppressed minorities. The
INew Left' is not something we take
with unqualified praise. Even where
it is libertarian rather than Marxist,
it tends to swallow without criticism
package—deal liberalism with its just-
ification of ndtionalism, ox the
deification of Marx or Marxist leaders.

We reject the Marcuse idea that
the students have a special role in
revolution. '"We will respect scholars
for their services but..we must not
grant them any social privileges or
accord them any right other than the
general right of freedom to propagate
their convictions, thought and
knowledge. We must not give them
power more than anyone (132, for who-
ever is invested with powsry by an
immutable social law will without
fail become the oppressor and
exploiter of socicty" (Bakunin) A
government of scholars would be '"the
most burdensome, offcnsive and
contemptible kind of government there
igs"

Within the libertarian revolutionary
ranks therc must be the 'counter-culture'
and the 'straight's the students and
the claimantss but above all a revol-
ution must rest upon the working-class
for the only way to abolish the bases
of power is by altering the economic
structure of gociety and that can only
be done at work.
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- THE SPECIAL BRANCH VERSUS THE PEOPLE.

The hypocrisy that surrounds Special
Branch has now beccen fully exposed.
The British political policc have been
brought into the opon.
The longesty, and onc of the most
important, trials at the Old Bailey
concluded in December. SENTENCED  Jim Grecnficld, Anna
Mendclson, John Barker,
Hilary Crecck. (10 ycars)
_ACQUITTED Stuart Christic, Chris Bott,
Angic Weir, Katc Maclcan.,

The serios of armed attacks which thc prosccution ©71d made a
pattern to fit the Angry Brigade could only be held to be a single
conspiracy by taking Stuart Christic as a connccting thrcads In
fact, if one extonded thc argument by logic, the conspiracy dated
from 1960, and inc-porated the First of May Group and other groupings
on the Continent. But to make it fit a pattern, the prosocution
began with a scrics soven ycars ago. As, however, it was shown that
- Christic had been framed, an altcrnative scrios had to be offercd
dating from only two years ago. Had this not boon done, all would
have bcen acquitted. | 1 '

The jury unanimously acquitted four, though in thc casc of Stuart
~ Christie, this clearly meant they accepted that hc had boen framed
(since posscssion of detonators was alleged) — something he had stated
fror the boginning (and had said would happen long before his arreost).
 The evidonce apart from the dotonators amounted to little more than
 saying "he is the sort of porson who would have done this" .  The
‘case against the other three acquitted vanished in thin air. In the
case of the two girls, it finished up only bcing a charlatan's recading
of handwriting. Graphologists no longor have to tell fortunes for a
living, but he cortainly had their future badly rcad. gl

'+ The jury were then in a sweat as to what 1o do about the other
four and two stood out for acquittal. After a long stay out they
werc still undecided, and the novelty method of a majority votec was
alloweds two still stood out for acquittal. The other ten put in a
plea for clemency — which shook the judge. Was it a foeling that tho
four might not be guilty, or was it a statoment by a working-class
jury that they felt sympathy with the actions alleged to have been done?

Ho said he would otherwise have scentenced them to fifteen years
for thoir major part in the conmspiracy (Jack Prescott got fiftcon y-ars
for a minor part — he admittcd writing envelopes though he did not know
what was inside thom). As it was ho gave them ten. Thus in the case
of thc Angry Brigade v. Spocial Branch, of twolve charged ('I'll have
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twolve! as Insp. Haborshon once put it) SEVEN HAVE GONE FREE
(two bocausc the Attorney Gonoral himself realised the case
was too weak), and FIVE convicted but clecarcd of many charges,
and NOBODY has bocn convicted of causing oxp1031ons.

Christie and Bott have donc the equivalent of a two year
stretch yet becen found not guilty. Imprisoning pcople for long
periods on charges that no jury willsubstantiatc ‘is-exactly what

is mcant by the policc state.

Commander Bond said when Christic was arrcsteds
"YOU HAVE ADMITTED PUBLICLY BEING A MEMBER O" TH ANARCHIST
MOVEMENT". This is what he spent his sentonce for. This was .
~ Why bail was refuscd. It was thercfore nomnsensc 1o say, as d1d
- Mr Justlco Janmes, that this was not a political trial.

- .The onc who appcarced to be accuscd was Insp. Palmer Hall.

He sweoated visibly, wipcd his forehcad, callcd for glasscs of watcr.
Ho said he could not answer thé question to every awkward question
including onc by Greonficld asking if the rcason hc could not .
ar3wer was becausc he had been actlng illogally. He was the
- represontative of tho political police., We do not have thc worst

in the world but tho most sccret. Thoy did not like their stonc
 overturncd so thc maggots could bé scen underncathe Like M.TI.5

_Wthh acts aggainst forcign govqrnmonts, wheon discovercd they nmust
be disowncd. What sticks in the gullet about -political police in
any country in the world is that they uso agiinst their own:

citigzens, polltloql dlssontors, what Intolllgonco uscs . agalnst

foreign agonts, & | i

In contrast to Palmer Hall was thce bchaviour of tho ‘accuscd,
who kopt their composurc when they rcad the verdicet - kissed and
huggcd, - the vanquished congratulatlng the chulttOd, and gave
clenched fist salutcs to fricnds and rolatlvos in . the public’ scats.

. .THEY ALL ACKNOWLEDMD THEIR SYMPATHY WITHTHE ATUS OF THE ANGR‘Y ‘
BRIGADE. = THEIR COURAGE CONTRASTED WITH THE PUSILLANIMOUS 'OLD! -
- AND 'NEW' LEFTS WHICH RAN FOR COVER. .The politicos showcd no
solidarity. Thcy woke up to the case a little whon they saw that :
the defenge was policc planting.  WhHat a pity for the phoncy
left that tho cight were English and Scottish rcvolutionarics.
Had they been Irish fascists they would have hailcd. them. National-
1sm they can undcrstands Social Revolution they could not.

-But thc jury, being working-class, - understood.,

20 did a very- large number of workers, whethcr

thoy entircly supportcd the actions or not.

That was why Carr took an armcd bodyguard to

Glasgow. s

That was thc rcason for vicious Pross attacks.
'N01thor Wo,_nc thosc condomncd, support or supportcd cvery action
donc or attributed to the Angry Brigadc. But we understand why
thoro should be so nany attacks upon thc capitalist systom.  What
history will not undorstand is why thesc have boon.so fowe
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THE STRANGE CASE OF GEOFFREY JACKSON

ions by the journalists
concerncd, and it will be
publishod.

On thc following day,
howecver, Christie was arrested as
the result of the long witch-—
hunt of the political police
against the Black Cross. Tho
journalists concerned were veypy
upsct to think that he might
think that their intervention had
been a 'plant!. The Foreign
Officc had acted on its own bat.
But Christie had mad. it clear

~that if he approached the
International Black Cross for
Mr Jackson, he wanted a
'brokerage', namcly, Jack
Prescott's rcleasc. On thoseo

We omitted to say very much
about the detention of British diplo-
may Geoffrey Jackson. Perhaps we in
turn have been influcnced by the
Latin American legend, ,s80 widely
believed even by revolutionaries,
that "an English gentloman always
pays his bill", that wo have been -
- expecting the discharge of an
‘obligation.

It was known when Mr Jackson
was detained that his kidnapping
had beecn organised by the Tupamaros.
The Marxist section was in favour of
relecasing him against a huge indem—
" nity to be paid out in grants to the

political prisoners.

unemployed etc. Tho Libertarians
felt that this was a political
programme and insisted that he be
releascd against the discharge of
These vicws
were known to British agents. So
far as we can gather, they camec

to the conclusion that thc second
solution was best, thec casiest
way of gaving faco for both the

- Uruguaysn gnd the British

Governments and they also believed
that Jackson was, in fact, held
by Anarchists and not Marxists.

APPROACH TO The Foreign
THE BLACK Office, though
CROSS it has by devious

means (believed to be certain
foreign embassies) contact with
the Marxists, has nonc with the
Angrchists. An unofficial
approach was made to the
Anarchist Black Cross. This
camc from an approach by a
reporter of the Times, known

to have diplomatic conncctions.
He contacted Stuadt Christie,
bringing with him a repogter

of the Mirror. Why should the
Times and Mirror run in harncss?

vnly because this was not
a journalistic job. No word of
it appearcd in the Press. I
is confirmed in written doposit—

conditions hc would go forward.
"However, as he was in jail
himself he could not do so0.

A journalist (no
police were involved
since it was known the Black X
would not speak to them) then
approachecd Albert Mcltzer in a
pub. Hec had full knowledge of
the previous encounter Moltacr
cald that any broke.age would
now be Pruscott plus Christie
(the others were not known at
the time, only a couple of days
after their arrest). But he
could not guarantece it would be

possible to contact the Tupas
without an unbugged intervicw

at Brixton.

NEXT MOVE

Next, yct another journalist,
this timc onc with impeccable

‘anti-Fascist background, askcd

if Migucl Garcia, as internat-
ional sccretary, would back an
urgent appcal for Jackson's
releasce It was put to him that
this would be by a number of
Spanish exiles in London. It had
been intended as a 'gesture of
thanks for political asylum'.But
names like Salvador de Madariaga,
distinguishcd as they might sound
to English liberal scholars,
would cut very little ice in the



Uruguaysn

not ocome out of the
with too much glory-.
agrecd to q1gn the
reiteratct  ghe poinw about

Garcia

the gosturo the British Govern-

ment would have to make, He
did not atipulate for tho

'brokerage' sincce by now thore
it hoe

werc a dozcn involved
saked that this be bornc in
nind by the Foreign Officc.

That weck the Tupas
roleascd Mr Jackson (now Sir
GOOLf?OJ)o The LL00GEVACRO
Government in @couin had to
1sllow to &scapo’ a VO
large number of prisonerss
But it was suvpcscd that the
British Govc”h?en +oo would
1ot some go.

s
gt- H <A

It was appreciated by us
and by people in Uznaaay
that *Hey nceded e save face
and %0 go through the iegal
proce~:csn We did notv expect
tHe %142l to be stropped. Wo
cleoneady 1o anyone
) : Cl.emency
was procisely, as= 1% happonecd
what the fUy CGCOommIcnUct Ior
Green’icld, FParker, ﬂcmff7“on

t Thoy 474 amuigot

‘ chrisviec wWas
concerncd, the necgotialions
Tor Me
Bail was consisgtontly rcfused
'because of his international
connootiona' and Insp Haber-
shon brought vp time and time
again the question of 'South
Amorica'. .In a. passing
referonce to tho attempt ©0O
help vackson (uc which The
defence neove: ro“erkcu) he
said the Black (Cross wasg @ o
'ostensibly’
prisoners.

Many papors, commenting
on tho Tact thas Coristcirc was
: \
(and remains

dnsrchist Bldck COrose, sald 17
waa to ‘help left Wilg prisoncrs’.

appcal, but

i < ol . -
Jackason did great harme

50 holp political

gocretary of the

revolutionary novement,
somec of whom might think he did
Spanish War

Mr — mow Sir Geoffrcy -
Jackson was not a 'Left Wing'!
prisoncr though undoubedly a
political onc.
having helped get him out. Wo

We do not mind

arc glad the prisoners in tho Uru-

gwayan jallwont frece as a resulte

But without insisting on thc
idiotic Hispano—=Armcrican proverb

about tho English gentlcman paying
his bill, wc nust gently ask -

who knows when they'll want us

again?

Would it be too much toO

implement the jury's wishes?

ANARCHIST TC SUE POLICE?

Imcdiatcly the trial was overy
Mr Benedict Birnberg, solicitor for
Stuart Christic, announccd that hc
was conside _ng suing scotland Yard
on bchalf of his client who hadfl
scrved the CQiivalent of a two year

scntonce.

He had becn persistently

rofused bail on account of his
political vicws and ‘'intcrnational
connections', i.c. work for political

prisoncrs abroad.

Yot he had beon

acquiticd on all chargecs.

It will be rccalled that the
jury acyuitted Stuart although the
police allegecd possession of dctonators

in his car.
framing (something
before the arrest).

He counter-alloged
he had donc sincc
A successful

action would undcrlinc the point that
the four accusced and convicted of
posscssion and conspiracy might also

have beccon frmamed.
legal ‘'chance! is by appeal -~

Their only other
taking

the chance that they might meet Appeal
Judge Melford Stcvcnson-Sicgheil.

Iibel actions arc difficult and

costly.

But action is contcmplatcd

against the porno-Sun, probably the
Ncwg of the World and thc Telegraph

t00,

Incidentally, wc havc no particular

love for Garcig Oliver who sold out on
+he ansrcaist novement to become Minister

in the civil war government.
'Tclograph! (working on the assumption
by a phoney Profcssor of Social History,
—.no0 lossle—that he was a 'Frcnch,

But the




~ (or as the

German and Italian! anarchist of
the past (and not a living
Spaniard capable of bcing defamod)
described him, in contrast to the
'palc imitation' of thc Angry
Brigade (injoke to the rcal student
of social history:s Fricuds of
Durruti?) as a 'murderous
psychopath' who had supporters
onc of whom boastcd of killing 253
men., (Guinncss Book of Records
for assassinsg unless it was the
Civil War?) If Garcia Oliver
+g puts ity 'Hosca’
Garcia Oliver) wants to suc,

. 'he can have the clipping.

" Can an Anarchist bring a
court action?" asks an ingcnuous
corrcspondent. Difficult in an
English Court for any political
action to succced unless the
litigant is a Rightist (comparc
the ever-victorious Randolph
Churchill with che disaster into
which Harold Laski plungcd when
suing against being described as
o rovolutionary terrorist). But
if you raisc thc money you can
bring the action, and there's

the rub.

Y SR £ Py

PRESS COMMENT ON THE AN_ARCHISTS1
The Sunday Tolograph (10.12.72)
under the hcading ANARCHISM IN
BRITAIN published an intervicw with
Stuart Christic. Thcre were
incvitably somc inaccuracics, as
one could not ocxpecct a highly-
paid journalist to get his facts
conpletely right, but :in contrast
to the absurd articlc in the Dally
Telcgraph the day before,rcferring
to 'English anarchism' as a palc
'imitation' of anarchists likc
Garcia Oliver! - recasonably fair.

-

Boside it, a totally illiteratec
journalist, John Smalldon, wrotc
a piece on Anarchism in Britain
headed 'Viclgncc is not our aim'
in which he managcd to gct cvery
singlc piecc of fact wrong., Hc
could, likc Petor Gladstonc Smith

anarchism in Britain.

have chocked his facts. He
chose not to do so, though it
would have bcen very casye

Hc began with a journcy to
Frecdom 'official spokesmen-for
British anarchy!'- The journal
Frcecdom had been published 'ten
ycars' as somcthing to do with
CND. He went from there to the
'favouritec meccting places of
anarchists'. From then on it was
a purc trip in the 'underground’
of Marxist and hippy movemontss
therc wore ‘'growing number of
bookstalls' — cven station kiosks-
sclling anarchist newspapers!

At Centreprisce in Hackney he
met a Palestinian (obviously a-
Nationalist)s the proprietor,
- gsked if any of his clientele wero
"anarchists said 'I don't know'.

"A young would—bc ansrchist®
coming to London would find a
bewildcring choicc of protcst
groups.. which in principle he is
cxpectcd to support automatically."
They include cvery Marxist, author-
itarian left and Nationalist group
Mr Smalldon can dig up. You

- gould find-'a list of addrcsses

of anarchist contacts in the
underground press' (such as that
wcll known anarchist paper
Frerdz) . |

Readers If you are 1T .years
old, and werc set a paper on what
is Fascism in Britain, would you
not be ashamcd to make so many
mistakes as Mr John Smalldon of
the Sunday Telegraph? Having no
sympathy with Fascists, wowld you
not do somecthing lcss crude fthan
bringing in cveyy Tory name you
knew? 1If sot the paper in an
oxam, would you not cxpect to faii?

Mr Smalldon has a highly paid
job in a glamorous profession. He
thinks himsclf no end of a genius.
This was thc best he ecould do on
The over—
paid, influcntial Editor of the
SundayTel passcd it. THE PRINTWORKERS

COULD HAVE DONE MUCH BETTER.
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PRESS * COMMENT ON THE ANARCHISTS
Ll iy

After the trial the PUN ra

. grossly offensive article
attacking the accuscd.: They wont

i.;farthQr than is usual cven by

‘their standards in also running a

erossly offensive and lying attack
on one of the acquitted (obviously

- written in the assunmption that he
would be found guilty, and thon

'“  hast11y ro-written).

The journalists concerncd

. wrotc up a seriecs of gross lics,
' culled from the local Essecx
paper about students and sincc
denicd, which had thc vagues?
1ihk with two of the accused

" (they happcencd to live in a housc
where someone had once killed a

chicken). It was donc to refer
: 4o ‘'"The House of Blood' in spinc-
chilling tones. Sox, drugs and

yiolence were dragged in. Yet
every Wordwas a lies Evon the
sensational sister of 'Dirty
--Digger' Murdoch, the Nows .of thc
World, had admitted that the
police had said '‘no drugs
elomcnt' came into the whole
Angry Brigade sccne. The sox
sngle was dragged in by glamor-—
ising a witness whosc cvidenceo
was totally rcjected. Even

the fact that one of the defend-
~ ants sunbathed in a walled
garden 'in the scmi-nude'. was
‘brought in (Sun reportcrs'

wives all sunbathe in long
Victorian bloomers and bathing
caps ) e i

- What was sinister about
-the SUN wa® its likencss 1o
ER STUERMER. In R STUERMER

- popular politics was given in

a sexy, porno-racy way. First
of all the Jews were attacked
in the Sun the students, or to
‘somne oxtent all dissident youth
- takos th61r places Then,
“having pinpointed thc scapegoat,
all opposing movements are put
down to their evil machinagtions.,
THE ‘SUN, having -condemncd the

- less than

by half.

lanarchist?

‘s4udants, makos theri Tesponsiblo

for anarchism, and whips up hatred
by a portrayal of sexual orgies from
which their recaders .are disbarred.

This was done, its own ~diffcr-
ences in context being allowed, by
DER STUERMER. Thercy hard line anti--
Senitic propaganda took the place of
anti-intellcctualismg it was spiced
with lascivious stories of porno-
graphic games which the rcader had no
means of -joining iny and the same
purpdse was in mind = not the
downfall of the Jows in +the one paper
or the gtudents on the other - but
the gbility to use such minorities
thus made unporular to damn the
revolutionary movemcnt by alleglng
th01r 1ssoclat¢ono :

‘Tt is not, of course, strange in

+he circuristances that the editor of

the Sun, Bernard Shrimsley, happens 10
be Jewish, ILivon in Germany the
nurber . of Jews ready to be Nazis
if peimiticd was only proportionatcly
+the Germans who did become
gome became Kapo leaders,

not quite so disgusting
sor of 'the SUN.

Nazis~
Even thal was
as 1o becomc cadl

" ey v v R e
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. PRESS COMMENT ON THE ANARC
| ik 3 s

" The most sympathetic in a peculiar
way, of the Establishment, proved to
be the Obscrver — an interview in
depth Wth ouuaru (agéln one. of thesc
bemused comrcnts that he seemed to be

_human though aamlttlnﬂ .40 bo. an

anarchJJt) - plus a long cormentary

by Neil Asherson and Colin

Smith on thc trial 1tsolf too clever
Nobody could be ashamed of
such a clever article (compared with
the Telcgraph for, instancel) but it

'was quite off the ralls politically.

(Stuart bocanc 'surely Britain's
best known anarphﬂst 8gince.Peter the

Painter's.s Was Petor the Painter an
Wh] not, then, since

- Kropotkin who cane aftor Peter the
PalntcrrP Was it to -connect him with

- the unknown criminal, whosc anarchism
was a gucss by the Press?)
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- %0 do with the A.B.

t follows the customary
pa+mern of such articlcs - the

}101plo of 'vae victis! (woe

o the vanquished): the four

wvo ‘have.-been condemned rust be -

nesponsible not only for what
+hey have becn scntenced
rut everything be31dos.f Slo
they try to follow g lino of
~egsoning as 4o the Angry
Frigadec hy--confining themselves
to the-four condcmncd. Fol- -
‘owing thé dospicablo libcral-

social denocratic 11ﬁe riacisr—

ised in Tribune by -  Nicolas

Faltcr, Christie, beirg an

snarchist, must have bcen o0
~espoctable to have had nuch
therofore

| 'itnmust‘bo4(a5'thc court had

- caught:

s0-decide when it was proved
ac was not guilty of thce

" charges against him) a conspir--

acy over the last two ycars,
and thereforc one arising out

- of thc Paris students, tho

Sltuatlonlstb iy i DA

Agaln the cant that those
who did lay bombs (and for all
the ‘lamateurisn'! didn't get
nobody has becen con=
vieted of 1t yot) 'futilely’

. hoped that- 'sticks of gclignite
would blow the life-likc-mask- -

off the fetishes and inspire
the masges to rise!. Strange
that such arguments never
apply to imperialist war, and
that (for 1nstanc.c) Spanish

_'Partlsahs are criminals for

doing cxactly the same thing
as French partisans who arc

puts the incidents in Belfast
“and Derry down to youthful |

dtudent exuherance turning
SOUl's

S e L v

Dot s e, m—

SOME CONCLUSIONS ON THE BRESS

COMMENTS .

1 Qulto‘clc?rly some curb on the
rantings of Fleet Streect is nced-

cd. Note how some of them (the
Sunday Mirror, for instance)

' abon

T ——— pascane SOV A St

gloated. ovor the downfall of the*
parcents. Who would have foroseen -
-that such brilliant young pcoplec -
would turn into bitter,.fanatica™
anarchists? asked-the morose,
dyspeptic leadcr-writer of tho .
Tclegraph who is maudlin drunk bv
6.30 each ecvening« The workers 2t

.. the Sun did actually consider S5%0De

ping the Press over the viclous
personal attacks but the argument
'Frecdom of the Press' won the .
But is this Frcedom of the

we subrnit to any insult

day.
Press? Must

. flung at us on tho grounds of
. -freedom of speech®

The. Mirror referred ‘o Christie
as a . 'dTeonel'. .. but catoh any OfF
then trying to discuss his book in
detail.  '"Foolish ideas' but do not

- let pcople know what they are.

~ PERHAPS IT IS TIME TO MAKE IT
REALLY PERSONAL. AN OCCASIONAL
PICKET OF JOURNALISTS'! HOMES MUST
BE CONSIDERED. Do “the neighbours -
know they make thcir money out of
politico porno? 1IN THEY DON'T 14K
IT LET THEM TURN CONTROL OVER TO THE
PEQPIE. WHO REALLY PRODUCE THE PAPERS.
Nothing in-thc conception of freedom
of the press suggests that it should
be confined to financierss or cven
to working journalists. Others,

B

31% ineluding she liftmen, help to

1ng the paporb oute
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| FLOODGATES OF ANARCHY
Christic & Mblt”er

LRE papcrback

350 oF

“padriots, and that Bolody ever

Is your bookshop stocking it?

if not, got a copy from us - tour
round ard show thernn it and say that
it's in demand. They can send their
ordcers direct toSphere.

(Apart from being =2lmost the only
‘available exposition of anarchism
by Anarchists, othor than classical
works without nuch immediate
reference, . the. authors rely on: the

royaltiesfrom it to finance the
Anarchist Black Cross%
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These Names Make Newgpapers '

.EIGHT EVIL- MEN FROM FLEET STREBT

Arnold Latchman and Richard Wright Working on the.Daily Ekpregs.«

write political diatribes in the guise of news. WithoutlknOWing

what amarchy means (they did not comsult the one Encyclopaedia
Britannica-available in the Express_Library) they described the |
Angry Brigade, or perhaps the four found guilty only -as 'anarchy: -
on a grand scale.' They had set out 'to destr >y anything that

came to mind! (it was apparently mere coincidence the objects

attacked were well defined politically). -Prescott, who wrote a few,

envclopes, was — on no evidence prosented - 'Big Jake' - the '35
yoar overlord' (though described by the judge as -a 'minor tool! ).
That is how Little Arnold writes. Fat Richard's contribution was to
call Anna Mendelson ‘bosomy! - (he is hot-breathed at the moment for a.
very bony model). " :

Richafd'Hor@_in the Mail describes the four accuscd as 'young,

- attTactive and destired for success' - cnough to arouse the obsessive

hatred of this ageing, hideous satyr doomed to stay in hack journalism.
Therefore he describes them as 'obsessed with hatred' and as seeing
themselves as 'stormtroopers of thoe Alternative Socicty'. When the

_stormtroopers appecarcd in Germany, the Mail welcomed them: now it is

a dirty word to oppos¢c the anti-Fascists.

Mauriée.Wéavcr in the Telegraph is more fool thah rogue., He falls
for professors though he hates students. He gocs to.a Professor of

 Psychology to get a phoney analysis but slips in the shit with his

interview with political profcssor Dr Anthony Polonsky (wh¢x: students
at LSE might question as to his credentials) and refors to 'kavaschol'

and 'Hosea Garcia Oliver'.’. . rcference to which we make elsewhere

in this issue. oolish rather than evil, Weaver has been led astray..

This cannot be said for Sunsporno—merchants Iain Walker, Bill

. Jenkins, Barric Mattei and Ieslic Hinton -who churncd out the Sun's

e R T

ﬁ'fil%ﬁz“'Thosgwwhovwrite of 'Sex orgies §¥'the-cottago of blood'

cannot oxpect co-opération when they go for stories in future.

Mark all these names. Our rcadership may not be large. But it
contains many who may well be asked favours by thesc gentry. They

will come for stories or for.other assistance . They will skulk

into workers' meetingy all smiles and let-me-pay-for-the- dr: inks-
61d-boy. The .application of boot to apex will do wonders for honest

journalism. | e | i
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ONE JOURNALIST made amends' for WHAT THE PAPERS SAY made such an

his profession. He gaid in exposurc of the Flect Street

the coursc of the trial,priv- conmspiracy that one has to- take
ately,to a friend of ours that ‘back many criticisms--of.TV,  The
he had intended to write a BBC is incidentally at the moment
critique of ~anarchism. He go't making a film of the background
hold. of 'Floodgates! for that -~ of the case and of international
purposc -and realised he did ~ anarchist activisme f

not know the first thing about Leading for coverage:.TIME OUT.
it. He had thought it was only But following a lctter frog Alex
to do with the 'Alternative Comfort, thc Guardian gave SOMC
Sowiety'!. Unlike Mr Smalldon, good coverage of the last six weeks

he did not write the article. of the trial,



- from 'A BIOCK OF FLATS'!!

STATE TYRANNY

—— e —

THREL HIGH'RANKINJ'iUidﬁﬂ.Jrfloﬁﬁﬁ HAVE

N BEREN

CHARGED WITH CONCEALING EVIDENCE IN THE CASE OF THE MITAN
MASSACRE carricd out by nco-Fascists and secrct polico,
folloW1ng Wthh Angrchists weic raided, murdered and jailed.

Ilouro Valproda and others
have beoen and still are in Jjail
aftcr threc years, and this
ovidencc has. kept thom there.

Onc of the threc pigs now
charged is Antonino Allcgra,
onc of tho 'irkerrogators! of
Giuseppe Pinclli, sccrctary .of
the Anarchist Black Cross in
Milan, who 'foll' from a police
station window.

(L.IVE. BORRELL, in thc TIMES,

a typical Flect Strect hack, now
says (in facec of the storics in
not only thoe Guardian but also
- the Times itsclf), writing on
the Angry Brigadc-Trial, that
- Pinelli 'mysteriously! fell
He
happened to fall, it happenecd
to be a police staulan on tho
bkock. «« THIS IS HON THE
BTALINISTS WROTE AECUT THE
. DEATH OF THOMAS MASARYK WHO .

- ALSO 'FELL FROM A BLOC‘K OF

© FRATS s

cenat el Ghaapddan (27,310,712 )
atatos that at Tast tho Italian
Minis+try of the Interior arc

- admitting that tho affair might

- have been engineercd by tho
extrome Righte One of the
other pigs arrcoted (COLEEAGUES
- THROUGH INTERPOL OF ENGLAND'S
SPECIAL BRANCH AND BOMB SQUAD)

- ~ig HWlivio Catenacci who

co—operatcd in the Angry =

Brigade case. = dAllogra is
the man who fin ored (and may
well have nurdercd( the
publisher Giangiacono

- Foltrinelli.

AR
s Aty e e e |

Fifty political prisoncrs,
says thec London Evening Neows
(4.11;72) have cscaped from tho

island prison on Lakc Titicaca

in the Andcs. . They have escaped
the Bolivian police and many have
arrivced in Perus. Others are
being huntod. Sore two -dogen
Anarchists werc held in this
prison canp. No information has
bcen given about the cscape which
scems to have boen organiscd from
inside, but the camp held Marxists,
CUCV&flotS and Anarchists.

The bloody dictator of the
Argentine Juan Manucl de Rosas
was overthrown .in 1852, El Gran
Caudillo (rouponulblo for the
deaths of thous ands “of poople and
for systometic police terror)
bocat it with tho cash in'a British
warship and. ig buricd in +the old
municipal Cﬁwo{ory of Southampton.
Now some foo'ls in Bucnos Aircs want
thc remains of the old swine back.
They should have bcon consigned to
the municipal scwer long sinco.

The Argentinc Govofnment, says
the Times, may apply to the registrar
for oxhhu:tion‘of the corpsc of this
mass 1nurderer and.pioncer of the
police state. : Thore is nothing
vory brz7c in attacking a corpse (as
the English Royalists still do with
tho dos‘cra%od;corpso of Cromwcll,
whosc head was scvered from his dead
body and is still said to be pass ng
around)y but as Fngland is too
cowardlv %o rcsist its own polico
tyrants it can at lcast spit on the
sorpsc of a dead foroign onc as it
is shipped baeck-to Bucnos Airecs in
return for corned becf.
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Mr JuStice Melford Stevemson-Sicghoil

who came so heavily down on the
Cambridge students; and who gave Jack
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Prescott 15 yecars for the ad-
dressing of three envelopes,
and another 15 years for the
forgery of cheques value &20,
has becon aprointed a Privy
Counsellor in the New Year's
Honours List, an unprecedent-
ed honour so soon after the
~oventy for a judge. 1t may
prove the most disastrous
royal appointment since
Basputin. . 'What mercy do
you expect, giving none?'lt
is now, not after a revolut-
ion, that the titular hecads
need to show that they arc
not responsiblc for excesscs.

After an unsuccessful
attempt to link her with the
Stoke Newington Eight,
Michclle O0'Callaghan has
gone to jail for possessing
arms (for which persoms of
Right Wing views are getting
light suspended sentences).
"Hard on that case comes yct
one morc round in the att-
ompt to 'find' the Angry
Brigadc. Pauline Conroy,who
had to be released by sheer
total laek of charge - let
alonc evidence - at the
committal hzaring of the 8
(then ten) has bcon re- -
| arrestod with Andy
Ellsmoro, one of the
Defence Group. An admitted
agent-provocagteur and
informer alleges he tried
to buy arms from hime The -
Conroy/Ellsmore Defence
Group appea, for informat—
ion on JOHN (JACK)TIERNEY,
D/INSP. BARTON, D/SGT
MEYRICK, D/CON SNODGRASS
and Woman D/CON SCARD.

. Case starts March 26th.

g
In Catalonia, four more

Angrchist militants arc
arrested charged with
fnarchist propagandas
Pascual Mondell, Arturo
Guasch, Lucio Oliva Corpas
and Ezequicl Varela Red

After all these yecars of
repression Franco is still not
able to completcly suppress the
fight for freedom, the movement
to rebuild the CNT. On the
contrary, the Brigada Politico-
Social now leans heasily on the
assistance given it by the French
and British poliee. This came
out quite clearly in the SN8 trial.

All around the country you will
find in every workers' pub someone
who recalls that in the thirties he
raised money for Spain or fought in
thc International Brigade or in
some way helped the fight against
fascisme... if Only one tenth of
these would put their glass down
and think how to carry on the
fight now, the Resistance would
be able to overthrow Franco. The
enemy is not on the hbro or
Jaramas.s., herc, in this country,
with the co-operation of the
labour movement built up ™y the
Same anti—fascists_of yesteryear,
are IFranco's associates. Floreal
Rodriguez is in jail thanks to0
ocotland Yard. Franco is
gratecful... Commander Bond -
not General Mola now - has said
'wg' must co-operatc closely with
the French and Spanish policee

The Gestapo no longer exists.
If it did, the same co-operation
would no doubt be given. We
hear about Russian prison camps.
But does Scotland Yard co-operate
with the Russian police to put
people there. We do not knowsee.
yCte il they 4o noty it 18 not
for excess of humanlty9 soluly
1o holltlcal rcasons.

T

FRANCO'S PRISONER....Migucl
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" "into trade unions to protect

Letter to an 'Orange' Friend

k4

by Stuart Christio

.(Sent.frdm HMP Brixton to fricnds of a 'Protestant’ prisppgr) |

Writing about the present situation in Ulster presents not
an casy task when one has becen removed from the outside world for

over a year. But coming from
a small mining community
(Blantyre, in Scotland) where
the same sectarian distrust

divides =~ or, at lcast,attempts -

to divide working-class unity
as it has (very effectively)
done in Northern Ireland for
the past seventy years, I feel

T can write with some under-

standing of the comnrlexitics
of the class struggle in that
part of the world.

| ;Shortlyfafter-tho famine
in the mid-19th century, large

“~pnumbers of the Irish working

class were forcecd to emigratc.
. Thé alternative was starvation.
. Some went to the USA but a

' large number came to Britain

- and in particular to the
industrial belt of Scotland.

It was at this time that
the. Scottish working class was
beginning to organisc itseclf

its interests against the

autocratic factory owners and

coal bosses such as the Duko
of Hamilton. The miners were
in a particularly wulnecr:ble
“position as they dependgd on
the coal owners not only for
their jobs, but for their

houscs (cottages) which in most

cascs went with the job, and
the 'company stores' where
they werc obliged to buy their
proy giorg. This. mcant, in
terms of urganisation and

local pool of unemploycd to break the
organisation.

[PORTED LAEBOUR.

The coal bosses
recaglisced the danger
' very quickly and

as they were unablc to draw on any
local labour force, ‘'importcd' their
1abour force from outside —— Ircland.
The Irishmen who camc werc those who
had suffercd most from the famine,

the peasantry, who happened to be cath-

“~

olic. These men, with their familics,

rightly or wrongly, were prepared 1O
work and live under conditions laid down
by the coal bosses. They possessed no
property and had come from an extremely
poverty—-stricken cnvironment, and were
not prepared to lose this chance %0
feed, clothe and house themselves and
their familiese This broke the
embryonic miners! organisation, and

large numbers of thc more militant

ones were thrown out of their tied

_ cottages with no chance of a job, or
credit at the 'dompany store’

- a2t
lcast, not in the neighbourhood.

~ Not surprisingly, this led to
grecat distrust and hatred against the
Irish Catholic immigrants, not becausc
they werc Irish or Catholic, but
becausc they had taken their jobs on
the terms which thc Scottish workers
had rejecteds  The manner in which
they worshipped had nothing whatever
to do with ite.

The coal bosses recaliscd that 1t
would only be a matter of time Wefore
the immigrant workcrs began to

FRETIGERRE TR Y O RGN e OF L ks A R H1ﬁ
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was done by propagating the myth - S D.L.P» and the insane Nation-

of a Papist conspiracy in the alist terrorists of the Provis-—
world much the same as the Nazi jonal I.R.A. whose tactics are

and Czarist myth of the Jewish Giredted against the working class
conspiracy to dominate thc¢ world. of Northern Ireland, to exactly the
It was quite ecasy to believe at "~ same cnds as those of the Tories.

that time when most, if not all,
Catholics werc completely
subservient to the local priest,
who in turn served the Harlot of
Rome. .. an ominous threat to the
‘Protedtant workers who served the
Boss and God in that crder. The

A 32-county Ireland is out of
the question; at least now given
the fact that the Lynch Government
is even more reactionary than
Westminster. It might be feasible
if the same potentially revolutionary
situation existed in the South as in

fear of losing their job was | | : ,

still the greatest of all, and : the North but that is not the case.
so the coal bossgs drgw.th01r | WHICH'WAY FORWARD NOW'? .

labour from g still-divided e
working class. suggestion
- T % _ | I would put
THE GAP As the Iabour Move-— forward wauld be for a six to nine

county workcrs' republic, based not
on party or State control, but on
workers'! control of all thc means

pf production, distribution and
welfare. The struggle in Ulster
has thrown up its own grass roots
organisational structure as the same
‘struggle has thrown up in all
revolutionary situations.

. ment  grew this
produced zn unexpected polarisat-
ion in the ranks of the working
class. In particular, as the
Catholics remaincd becausc of
Southern Irish influx, a largely
poverty-stricken classy, the
working-class Protestants could
feel they had something to |

tconserve'. They were assimilated. Revolutions have failed because of
into the Orange Lodges of Ulster the political m chinations of elitist
and Scotland, at any ratc in tho vanguard groups, who claim to be the
industrial arecas, whorc the class  only ones capable of efficiently
struggle had been twisted and it administering the way to a classless
perverted, society on the grounds that they alone

can analyse the revolutionary situation.
But one of the main lcssons history
tecaches us is that in all social
conflicts oncec g class or party is
esconsed in a n031t10n of authori ty
and power, no moral persuasion will
© gshift them from that position. Far
less can freedom or justice be
adninistercd and legislated in a
society where the minority controls
Thce paradox Of thls situat- the majority.
ion is now realised by large
numbers of Protestant Irish, who
seec plainly that the interests of
- the 'Queon' and the Unionist-
Tory Party are most definitely
.opposed to those of the working
class. It goes without saying
. that the same applies to the
oPporuunlst r011t1c1ans of tho

. . The Unionigt (Conservative)
Party, thce political organ of the
ruling class, made surc that the
policy statement of tho Tories
was synonymous with the interests
of the Grand Ora,ge Lodge, thus
..puttln0 the Prote stant working
. clagss in the ironic position of
being their own uaSKmaStOTSo

Iocal street, area and factory
commi ttees oan be answerable to the
people they representss Decisions can
be taken -at that level - not by the
MP in Stormont or Westminster.

'Eternal vigilance' is not .the price of
freedom because we do not live in a
free mocidy. .. Freedom has yet to be
taken. |




- these two names? -

THE .ANGRY BRICGADE

Immediately the .trial of the Stoke Newington Eight was over,
the police announced the names of two. they w-re looking for -
known in the libertarian movement as Gerry and Polly, and the last

- two one could suspect of ‘conspiracy'.

Why, after so many years

of investigation (and 16 months of- tho 'Stokp Newington' trlal) did

they suddenly come up with
1t was to
sgve face. No one-has becn
causing the explosions and
convicted except in one case .
. where he was' convicted but the
- conspiracy y side held over for
g different trial altogethcr.

What the 'Bomb Squad'
werc saying was that they ad—
mitted they had not found the
'sinister conspiraters' (fhough
~they let the Press talk as if
they had) and were leaving the
list open to shop around for
- Some mores y

Meanwhile, in another
'posgession' case-the associat-
ion — not directly with the
Angry -Brigade, but (convenient-
ly) with Gerry and Polly, was
made. S0 IT CONTINUES - the
Special Branch now represents
an armed wing of tho Tory Party
and the Bomb Squad is determin-
ed to escalate the situation .
cven to Belfast standards
provided they can crush any
.trace of libertarian feeling.

*HX

It is nonsense, as some
politicos are saying (in their
chagrin at not being in the
leadership, or even able to
explain, a revolutionary trend)

that the attacks on Carr, Davies,

Waldron, Fords, the Spanish
Embassy and airlines, ‘the
American Embassy, and so om,
were all organised by the
police themseclves. No Home
Secrctary will sit down and
say it is a good idea to have
a few explosions to 'discredit'
the revolutionaries, and start
with his own home.,

D

. Has -the Angry Brigade discredited
anything, . anyway, bar the politicos? The
police come out of the whole matter in
disgracc, Srecial Branch has becn
exposed for the first time (to the
genecral public) a’ gsecret political
police, the prisons have been stirred
ups the working-class was so sympathetic
that Carr the Coward had to take an
armed guard with him to Glasgow, and all
the Cabinet and half the judiciary are
surrounded by gorillas. The actions
of the Angry Brigadc have encouraged a
great many more consequcntial activities
like squatting and sitting in - becealse
thcre is nothing like hitting the enemy
to identify him.

THE CANT OF
THE PIOUS

It is journalistic shit
to suppose the Angry
Brigade wanted to 'imposc
a reign of terror', 'blow up everything in
dight'. This was how the Anarchists of
the Ninetics received so bad a press: at
the time, rulers weérc slaughtering whole
populations, but the singling out for
attack one or two rulcrs brought the
Whole sycophantlo press down on the
Anarchists. They have never lived down
the name of wholesale slaughterers
beccause they killed a few mass murderers.

.. 20 too the Angry Brigade, whose
attacks — mere demonstrations - arc
vicwed with horror by those who condone
cither Government or Nationalism in
Northern Ireland.

The pious come out with the cant that
'if you use the methods of your enemies
you will become the same as them'. This
is -one of those Mao-like aphorisms,
completely unanswerable and totally
inapplicable. Obviously, if the Angry
Brigade had carried out company take-
overs Or asset-stripping or evictions
or Argy shootings or incarceration, they




would be the same as thelr
enemies (even so, a little
distinguishable, ore might have
thought). To say that by mak-
ing physical attacks on the
property of their eremies they
become indistinguishable is
moral cant, hypocrisy and
political humbuge.
ified by those who claim they
have. only one criterions:

tviolence' and to whom,becausé ~

a punch on the nose is 'moral-
i G, 1ndlst1ngulshab1§ from
dropping the atom bomh, the
atom bomb becomes excusagble
because it is no worse than
‘punching someone on the nose.

Governments have rnever
resorted to the nocthods of the
Angry Brigade: that 1s to say,
to sort out for attack those
guilty of tyramy and to bring
home to the oppressor the
grievance of the oppressed.
- That is all they tried to do.
Those who seek to damn them by
over—-stating their. objectives
(fthey tried to bring about 2
. bloody revolution'... 'they
- tried to enlighten the reluc-
tant masses'....) are another
set of humbugs. |

WHO ARE THE ANGRY In an
BRIGADE . effaort to
' ’ rin a

suitabl - political label on
the Angry Brigade,; theoy have
been lzbelled both Anarchists

and Marxists, while others have -

~ sought to seek their political
label .from the opinions either
of.all or some of the accused,
or alternatively from th-
3Stoke Newington LKight Defenoe
Committee.,

Nonec of these identities
suitably fit for the simple
_fact thaet 1f you, reader,™Meel
strongly enough about a part-—
jcular issue to attack tho
boss class thus -adnitting you

feel angry about it, the Press

~will have 3*wulabelled ANGRY

It is just-—

BRIGADE STRIKES AGAIN. You
will not have entered a 'conspir-
acy! insofar as that catch - all
word can be uscd at all hough on
the 'wink and nod! principle any
single person with whom you make
common political cause could be
contained as a fellow-conspirator
if you were. ever caught and charged.
Your vievs can bes over a wide
spectr+m providing it is within what
Special Branch chopses to regard as
the libertarian left. On that bhasis
they, too, will link you with the
ANGRY BRIGADE. And you too, in ¥your 3
mind,. pay come for that matter to
think of yourself as 'belonging’ to
it, as if it were an organisation
like the Fire Brigadee.

- Yot the idea persiste and will
go on persisting, for the outrages
against the public are beginning %o be
rcsented. People will put up with
injustices for ever and a day providing
they do not appreciate those injustices.
But when they are seern to exist, they
rarkle. No Gove.nment, however
tyrannical, can admit that people
resent it so much they will spontaneous-—
ly hit back, without waiting for it to
be 'legal'. At first they will say
that any attacks must be by isolated
nut—-cases. Then, when there are 100
many to maintain that thesis, they will
talk of CONSPIRACY. A 'wicked'
conspiracy to overturn a governmert that
everybody loves... and which is
inevitably put down to foreigners
(already the press talks of 'internat—
ional bomb organlsors")

WHY THE POLITICOS
HATE THE ANGRIES

We repeat once
more that the
reason the pscudo
left and humbug libertarians hate the
Angry Brigade is because it polarises
the strugglc. The fight is on and is
scon to be on. Their elitism is chall-
enged. They cannot assume the role %
leadership (as they would if the incid-
ents took place far away enough in space
or time). Their opinions are not
asked. Their philosophising is brushcd
aside as irrelevant. Their exisderca is
devalued. What,then, would become of
them in a real revol1:1’0:1.0}‘151:[")7_uphea,val'P




ANARCHO-QUIZ

le It ig: gonorally QCCC“tOd that
the movement for Women's Suffrage
in Britain was ‘bcgun by a number
.~ of middle-class women in the 80s.
Truc or falsc? If falsc, who had
alrcedy considcred it a feasiblo
LOllthal proposition?

i Durlng tho infancy of Princess
Alcxandrina Vlctorla (lator Quecon
Victoria) it was widcly belioved
she would bc assassinated by the
Tories, Why, and by which Tory

suspected murdorer in particular?

-3, Among scnsational hcadlincs in

thé 'Daily Mirror!' on the Angry

Brigade Trial is LINK WITH ANARCHIST. ¢4,

-What *1ink has the 'Daily Mirror'
with a

4 'Stuart Christioc is not the first

Anarchist to be charged with a
scrious offcnce, and bcon clearcd
after alleging planting.
. %ho last time, resulting in an
0l1d Bailcy casc, and what was tho
main difference as rcgards the

of ficer. concerncd? -

3. Why (and on what occasicn) did

anarohlst and arch—ath01st YMichael

Bakunln attend a synagogue service?

ANSWERS OVERLEAF

~ ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS.
din Cologne have recently organised

some major demonstrations,including

the holding of a stall in the .
centre of the town. CHICAGO ABC
now organises relief for Spanish
prisoners directly, -and publishecs
its own Black Cross Bulletine. The
AUSTRALIAN Black Cross is Just
gettlng 201inge. Libcrtarian
prisoners in Spain have now been
adopted in many parts of the
world. We can send a namc¢ and
address on request, and dctails
on what to sond (at the prosent
mcromt cash. ielnest- acwptable).

Last Minute Nev®.

v 2 L. PR R T 2
COES FREE !

In the parallel Political

Police conspiracy in Italy, just
‘a few wecks after the results of
the 01d Bailey trial, the judges
have decided to set Pictro
Vabpreds and others free. He

has been detained since December

15th 1969, following the Milan

'sclf-confesscd! Anarchist?

What was

Our friends

bomb attacks organised by the
neo-Fascists with the aidof the
secret police.- During that.
pogrom against the anarchists,
Black Cross secretary Pinellil

was murdered by the polices and
Valpreda, Roberto Gargameili

and Emilio Borghecse were detain-

Wltnosses have mysterlously
vanished, There havec separately
been arrcstcd neo-Fascists who
have been charged with the same
crime. Demonstrations for the
relcase of Valpreda and the
others have grown, Still the
State dare not bring them to.
trial because they fear the
exposure it would bring. - But,
perhaps following the rcalisat-
ion that the political police
can receive sgetbacks ‘like this
without losing their power, they
have at last set the three th
free. Free; that iuwy; to awalt
trial. A trial that shows no
signs of materialising, for which
no shred of evidence exists, and
for an offence for which totally
different neople have ‘been.
charged. i
Also free is the shady Marlo

Merlino, a Fascist masquerading
among the Situationists, not
among the Anarchists, as wrongly
reported in the Times - which
1n01denta11y oxcels itself with
'provisional frcedom granted to
allcged anarchist'. It was not
his anarchism with which Valpreda
was alleged,but his complicity in
the bomb outrages. C« perhaps 'out

of the mouths of fools! comes truth
and it was purcly political framing.
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ANSWERS TO QUT.i OVERLEAF.

1. It was concidered as one of

the points of .ithe Great Chart-

er. Most Chartists agreced 10
the idea of Women's Suffrage,

but felt that the ridienle 1t
. would incur would set back the.

movement and they thercfore
deferred it till other points
had been won.But working-class
men and women had agreed on
the idea fifty years before
the Suffragists,

‘2, It was thought that the
Duke of Cumberland, bigoted
Tory next in line for the
Throne (who became King

- BErnest of Hanover, wherc =
woman could not succeed)
would murder hers and that he
had in fact murdered his
valet.,

3. Herbert Read was onc of
the judges of its Children's
Art competitiori.

4. Donald Rooum was accused
by Sgt Challenor of having a
brick to throw at the Queens
of Greece and England. At
Rooum's trial it was proved
beyond doubt that the brick
had been 'planted'. An 0Old
Bailey prosecution of the
police officers followed.Two
went to jails Challenor
pleaded insanity. In the
Christie case, Cdr ¥<nd has
been promoted.

5. Bakunin (oftan accused by
later historians of anti-
semnitism -hecause of his
differences with socialist
Karl Marx) attended the
roquiem service for social-
dem.ocratic pionecr Ferdinand
Las valle, whom he criticised
but respected personallye. i

MAUDLING PRIZE FOR IDIO} 1F
the month | '

In a month ahounding with

inane comments, top prize

gocs to Jeffrey Gordon, of the

- British Legal Associationr, who

criticised the selection of the

jury at the 0ld Bailey trial as an
undesirahle precedent. It was forced
on the court by the fact that all
eight, acting separately, registered
seven objections thus giving them a
chance, out of 56, to pick a jury they
felt to be unprejudiced. They picked
a solidly working-class Jjury.

Time and again; in the vast, there
have been solidly middle=zlass juriess

It has become an accepted pattern.Yet

no middle-class juries have the exper—

~ ience that makes them know how police
conspiracy works,..or whether harass-

ment is possible., (Even during the
trigl,one juror was leaned on heavily
by the police — to the consternation
of the judge, who had to give them a
sharp warning). :

All wrong, ays Mr. Gordon to the
golicitors of Britain. After all, as
someone else smugly put it, what if
someone ohjected to members of the .
Comnunist Party as jurors? Clinging to
the widely held belief of the Tories
that 'the media' are against them, what
(he asked) would 'the media' say?

Could Mr Gordon or anyone else of his
mind put his hand to his hcart and say

that if he were: wrongfully and malic- .-~

iously accused of belonging to the . .=
BROLLY BRICADE and setting fire to
railwaymen's council houses, and the
only eviderice against him was an |
(admitted) friendship with (say) Enoch
Powcll or a 'self confessed! member—
ship of the Nationagl Front, he would

bc happy at protesting his innocence
before a jury composed of members of
the Communis+t Party? |

FOR THAT MATTER, WOULD HE BE
VERY HAPPY AT GETTING A JUDGE AS FAR
TO THE AUTHORTITARIAN LiFT (a mythical
one at present) AS MR JUSTICE MELFORD
STEVENSON IS TO THZ AUTHORITARIAN
RIGH! |

e
-

Award to Mr Jeffrey Gordon:
an anonymous denunciation.

Who c¢ould possibl

e R A T e
i . 1I1IC AWar or
TCSS aran01ag The mind b%ggles.

At Gnaans
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 HOW TO RECAPTURE "FREEDOM"

FOR THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT

The weckly "Frecedom" was
‘built up by the Anarchist
Movement as a whole. It was
taken over by the Freedonr

- Press Group (not the same
thing as Frcedom Press, which
had cxisted many ycars
before). The last survivors
of this group have let it
drift into thc hands of a
body we can only doscrlbo as
Non-Violcnt Fa001ut0e Somo
latitude is allowed to
anarchists to writc in it
otherwise it would collapsc.
Under Jack Robinnon's (non-
V1olont) machinations, the
~circulation has dropped t0
933 of which perhaps 700 arc
genuine subscriptions (sales
outside arc now nil).

The paper now asks for

' ‘Guarantors for 7973 oy 14
" will not appear’ Offor a
guarantec prOV1ded (a) the
policy reverts to traditional
* anarchism (b) the NVF arc
-dismissode - lt ig the last
chandc. Iike 'Ie Libertaire
in Paris, after capturcd by
a socmi-Trotskyist group, such
hybrldu must collapsc within

a yocar or two. We agreec with
Niocholas Walter that We are
not part of thc same movement.

The (non—V1olent) artful-
“nOss“that puts in 'a Contact
column advert for support of
the Stoke Newington Eight' ’

Sﬁ(""t qu'm .\TOt\,D "
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HOW THE I.L.P. WAS FINATLY IOST

After ycars of sliding to its
dcath, the Indcpendent Labour Party
(a glittering financial prize, worth
over a million pounds) is to all
nolitical purposes over. Successive
waves of political racketecers tried to
capturc ite At last a Trot-inclined
Labour Party cntry group - under the
control of onc Eric Preston — has.
scized the rump. The last man in
has not only to cwitch -off the lights
hce has to cmpty the t111.

Ono of the OdltOT” of ’Froedom'

'ruShod from that not very profitablec

prizc to be in on- the.demise of the
1Socialist Iecader! and is now the last
Iondon ILP momber.

-The party of Koir Hardic, Ramsay
Macdonald and Jamecs Maxton is. now’ over.
Much of the Sovialist cash may find its
way %o the Labour Party as a hostage
for contry and rccognition of those who
mandged its Some Of it may go into
privatc hands. Alrcady the dossicrs
and rccords (a prizc¢ for a wealthy
university) have vanishecd.

Yet the real ILP mllltants Who are
now going into now (rcal) Socialist
movements (like the WeTkors Review)
foel all the better for it. ©Socialists
who tako a ‘'party line'! have onec
advantage over Anarchists who do not.
They do not feel a vaguc responsibility
towards or association with thosc who
- against all rcason -~ adopt the same
o Sl | hE
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CONSPIRACY' OF STIENCE ... join it!

Note how, gf'ter japning about the

but denounces thenm odltorlaTﬁy 'conspiracy of silence' in the trial,

as 'wicked' - and calls this
teritical support! (in fact,
“an offdrt to span two WO“1d89
like combining a benofit For
their own Funds and the SN8
Punds though 'not part of

“the gane movomont'\ i8 ropug--

nant to thosc who built the
“paper up and did not jump on
its bandwagon for financial
- subsistence.

Peacec News and Freedom both pUbIIShbd
sparse,inadequate and ungencrous
comments afterwards. Even the Trot
'Workers' Pross' took,at least, a
class struggle oricntated line. While
in the Cuardian, the Letters Page
carried many lctters from the usual
'Disclaimints ! Union' including one from
a lady who (boasting she had 'edited an
anarchist paper for some ycars' but
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omitting to say she left doing wo
t0 marry t.o-wealthy scion of a

banking famlly) actually suggested

'we never advocatad ‘th@ shooting T ;

" Miss World', as if the. Angry
Brigade had -done so. The real
- whores arc so much morc undcr-

standing.

i o i = e T 5 S, R

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE ANARCHIST
. BLACK CROSS

Emerging from th: welter of
publicity our organisation has been
given over the last few weeks, we
have many enquiries about what it
is we are doing. We set up the
Black Cross to help class war
prisoners. We felt that inter-

- vention in securing the release
or ameliorgtion of conditions of
political prisoners in other
countries would have the double
effect of showing revolutionaries
that they are not forgotten and
thus encouraging them to continue
while also giving a raison
d'etre +to libertarian groups
elsewhere which would inspire
‘them to militancye.

There may be two pOlnts of
view - which have beeh expressed
to us by two different comrades.
One, B, says to us that we have
been entirely successful. At
first, we only contemplated the
sending of parcels to Spanish
prisoners (having found from
Christie's experience in Spain
that this was possible). By
instituting this, we did more
than 'established organisations'
had done over 30 yecars of
Franco's rule. The 'profession-
al revolutionaries' of exile
had Iapsed into admiration of
their own incompetence. We=
saild, points out By that if we
could obtain the liberation of
only one prisoner, we would be

- happy. In fact, since the onec
we. got out happenecd to be
M:Lguel Garcia, his ecnergy
(which we had not allowed for —

in fact, we had-thought he-would
have to 'tgke it easy') '

~_ directly or indirectly obtained

the relcecase of dozerns. Further- -
more, oufr intention to wake up
libertarian groups abroad by

giving them a cause has been
equally successful. We repeat what
we have saids we do not believe
anarchist organisation is a possib-
ilivy in modt countries - what
anarchists must work for is
WORKERS' ORGANISATION. An anarch-
ist organisation, as such, will be
persecuted if it is openly revol-
utionarys to avoid the ietish of
reformism, therefore, it needs some
reforming activity around which it
can work (industrial actions squat-
tingy aid to prisoners &c. ) merely
so libertarians could meet to some
purposes Their propaganda should
not be to each other, but into the
whole working class communitye

- We naturally welcome E's views
which make us feel complacent, bhut
J feels we are totally inadequate,
Why only Spanish prisoners? he asks.
Why not work for political prisoners
everywhere? Why only political
prisoners anyway? Why do you make

such a distinction which in itself

is reactionary?.

Such a criticism could cheaply be
dismissed by saying how few we are
in number, without the help of many,
and with the 'hostility of some,
professed libertarians. Indeed, it
is true with only a couple more
people to help us we could 'take on'
half—g--dozen more countries! We
have also a sort of built-in finan-
cial crisis, since by asking people
to send money direct to prisoners
and cut out bureaucracy, we have
effectively sabotaged anything coming

except by sales and subs to support

Black Flag, which itself has to
subsidise our enormous postal bill.
Unlike any other organisation help—

ing prisoners (or anyone else) we

have not only no paid staff but no
income except by the sale of our
pamphlets (this has fortunately been
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~—supplemc U‘l‘(‘ﬂ hy ‘the royvalties
on 'Floodgates of Anarchy' -
despite the statements prirted
clsewhere that the papcrback
‘publlsher only did it for
tprofit!, ‘as if publishers
of anything else did so out of

the purest of motives, and were

'disappointed!,  the hard -fact -
remains that since its apprear-
snce we have had some £600 to
play with for which we were
accountable to nobody but the
authors themselves. = Thus we
‘are in the happy position of
being able to ignore any .
criticism if we wish to do S0,

- But to reply to J never-
theless: We have repeatedly
madc it clear that we are for
the abolition of prisons and
in favour of agitation for all
political prisoners. The main
‘peason for beginning with Spain
was because when we began Wwe
* had no English libertarian .
political prisonerss the fact -
was that there was nothing
whatever happening on behalf

of Spanish prisoners, and as
internationalists we began
with Spain. In Spain, t00,
help could be effective (as
distinct from Russia, on which
the o1d BlawxCross concentrat-—
cd)but where it is now utterly
impossible to give any aid toO
libertarian prisoners from
outside). As the Black X
grew (and each one began by

concentrating on Spain) it was -

possible to work for political
prisoners above .all in Germany
and also in Italys

In fact, we found that by
" doing so we had stirrad up a
" hornet's nest and heacc the
Political Police conspirggy
agalnst the International ABC.

. J however cuts us to the
quick when he asks why we
 concentrate on political pris-
. .omerye at all, This is a orite
~"icism made clsewherc too. Ve

-'_‘mn\d'l', lq"’,". OO ARy 'f'.hn,l'. 4 T IWT".L‘%")I",.

we reject the distinction as a
harmful one:s there is a case for
it consistently put by the Irish
and one we respect — they feel they

“ahould not be classified as 'common'

criminals but political ones. Yet
experience in every country shows
that once Governments classify some
prisoners as political, it is to
their detriment. The political
prisoners in Russia (Tsarist and
Communist) have been treated the
worst: athers are capable of reform,
they. are 'intractable'. In Nazi
Germany, they went straisht to their
death while 'criminals' went to the
administrative side quickly. In
Spain, political prisoners are
consistently refused their legal
remissionse. .

But of course there is a
dlstlnctlon in the reasons for which
people are in prison, and without
moralising about it, we can only say
that if one says one is helping
overybody, one helps nobody. The
liberal may think it possible to
ameliorate prison eonditions through
prison reform. We know ii can only
be by abolition of the prison system.
In some ways, liberal prison reform
has been worse than anything devised
by the torturers (it is a fact that
after all these yegrs of the Howard
League, prison conditions in England,

.as distinct from reasons for being

in prison, vary unfavourably with

fascist Spain). By limiting our
‘energies, since limit them we must,

to aldlng llbertarlan po litloal

 prisonevs’ (of whom we now have many
in England) first, and also political

prisoners generally, we have been able

40 help many others. (E.g« in Spain

the libertarians share with Marxists
and also non-political prisoners, in
their 'commune'! systems in Germany,

we make no distinction between rebel
prisoners whether 'Marxist' or libert-
arian. ) |

Our aim has been to provide a
sort of non-combatant corps in the
revolutionary movement. |




'Bmltlph‘Anarchlsts have links with groups abroad' ....
i 'We are NOW IN EUROPE!!' ...  vide Press.

The hooha over Common Market entry df'not is in our view

" phoney. The Labour Party is sour at the Tories doing what they

did not. The Communists and their 'loyal Opposition! the Trots ‘
work. out how it affec*s Moscow They all reveal their national-

1st thlnklng, in line with the Enoch.Powell Tories.

i Yet what they should be
asking is how, after years
of the most powerful, free
and unfettered trade union
movement in the world, and
Labour Governments. with |
power, this country is one
of the backward slums of
Burope. The dreaded 'in-
vasion' of Buropean workers
will not take place. Unlike
the - Commonweal th workecrs.
They have hotien Threer: »0
~ go tos The lower T
 fantastic rents, high falCS
“and low standard of 11v1ng
of Britannia the Land of the
Free does not attract them
enough to pass the rigid
controls of Dover. |

Ppn The unbelle able
Complacency_that has hauntecd

- British thinking for so long

- has been dented a bit by
_ towrism;-but even in -
- twilight housing conditions
folk console themselves with
- the thought that the world
~envies us our good fortune
. and:they all want to come

: OV HOoTrC. v

| ::We do not belicve our-
- selves that the Common
Market will meke any differ-

.m.mm »

BLACK & RED OUTLOOK

. Anarchist oyndicalist

AL aNCB L sesing i
ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS
BULLETIN (Chicag0)seiss ®
MOVEMENT (just out -
‘W§rite 14 Hanley Rd, London
Neds — sort of llbertarlan
left dlrectory) A
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ence Since it is a method by which
the capitalist class seceks to leg-
alise and justify what already

exists.  To take onc aspect, the

British police force is already one,
politically, with the fascist police
force .of Spain. But when Spain comes
into the Common Market (as it will at
‘the first convenient political moment,
say when Franco dies, though nothing
elsc changes) this will be 'recognised’'.

THE WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT MUST
SEEK ITS ALLIES THROUGHOUT EUROPE.
Everywhere there is a movement for
WORKERS CONTROL OF INDUSTRY. It is a
grand debate to which many national-
ities throughout the world have
conbributed.«. the occupation of the
factories in France and Italy, the
workers control of Spain 1936, the
workers' councils of Germany 1918

the battle for free soviets inside

Russia, the shop stewards' movement

of Britain, the Wobblies, the

Syndicalists, the South African miners

whose battlec has been forgotten by

the liberals of today.

This must be the moment for the
creation of councils of workers every-—
wherc, in every strategic point of
industry, to uphold the fundamental
principle of workers' control. Those
who hold the view that workers' power
is possible row, that they need no
Statc or super-=tate to administer
their affairs, and that all they lack
is the assurance that others are with
them to march forward, number not
thousands but millions. Everybody is
waiting for somebody else. Yet only a
few like-minded people in one industry
represcent a potentiality so valuable

- that the Press screams its head off,not

that it exists,but that it mlght ex1st°

NEXT ISSUE: We hope to improve production—wise.
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