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SALS. AND DUCATION CONFERENCE ITOTTINGHALL LARCH 1st

fhe conference took place on Saturday ilarch 1st at the Nottinghan
Teachers! Centre. It was very well attended - 250 people caiie, sone
fron as far away as Dundee and Southhanpton,

The decision to hold o conference cane fron a series of different neetis

ngs. in Nottinghen, althouzh we hadn't originally envisaged such a large
national resvoncs, Trhe orzarizing group consisted of nenbers of the W.U.T.
Wonents Libersiionicis, aud a neiber of C.,H.E. The conference was open to
anyone intersastod in the subject, but not surprizingly, a large proportion

L.-

of those atiending were teschers and in the N,U.T.

The digcussion Naners ciﬂt ained in this report were written by
individualsz on the a;g:ic e .8 that they offered to @o so, the only
unifying fsctor being a “=cive to actively oppose sexisn, Sinilarly, the
workshop reports were woitien up by individuals at each workshop who off-
ered to do so, and are f?f ~cuced here unedited,

-

We thought the conforence was 'successful! - although as the organizers
tnere was enough food and space, all the speak-

success tericls toc nean TZat

ers tumed vuv, and =17 *nz k.ls were collected from the creche at the end.
It was useful bLoth r-w che point of view of the exchange of ideas,infor-
mation, plans aund erysrléenc2s which took place there, and the discussion

generated i20xre widziy 0y the vublicity in  the national press, etce
We think peoplc should ceniously consider orgenizing 'local' workshops
on aspects of sermipn il =zdacatlon as there is fairly widespread interest

and concern about 1L 2% ‘he noment, especially amongst teachers after the
discussion et this ysers N .DT. conference. e will give a more detailed
account of cur exrerrarcas and problems and useful addresses etc., to any-
one thinking of crssniciong e iocal event,

. X

Mnally.vs hJUA' lirne to thank everyone for coming, and Tony Pzdfield
and the staif cof ihe Tzachors! Centre for all their help,
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SEXISM AND | EDUCATION

éhggost to an cducational administratery, head of -a school, or a tcacher
that what is being taught in schoels is racist, or Aiscrininates.against
working class or black children,and they will dblush, g2 hot undoer the
-ecllar and irmcdiately try to disprcve your pointe, The wvery lcast thoey.
woul? Ao weuld be te offer to initiate an innediate investigaticn,

Suggest to the same person that school organisation, curricula and teeching
riethadls, are sexist, that they ﬂlscrirlnatu on:-arounds- of sox, arl they
will_lﬁﬂk at yﬂu blankly, sr even attenpt te Jastlfv it -

The question Ty sexisr in »chqus has, until very recently; bit:on larely
ignored., ¥e hope thqt.tnls conference will o scue way towards, reversing
thie trend by first of all discussing what sexism is, how it copcerates anc
how we can orcenise: azainst it, anﬂ-aISJ by briniin;: tosether the idcas
of a wide variety of ¢rnups anﬂ ndividuals who havu already bein working
~n this question, el ¥ -

What is Sexisn ?

The first question that we have t~» takle is preciscly what Ao we iican by
scxisr ? Pron what stanlpcint Ao we start 2
Essentially our position is. that sexual stercotyping and the resultant
discrinination, in terms of sex-appropriate bchaviour,expectations and
-roles are closely integratel into all the ileas, practiccs an’ ingtituticns
of our.socicty. Pl 8 ‘ i |
To put it at its sirplist, Wﬁmen, in this sceciecty, autcnatically ten? to
be definge? in terms of their positicn in the hone as wife and m~ther, This
is scen as their nain soceial function, even though nany wonen ray not narry
or have chil”ren and even thouzh the actual tine spent in child bearings an”?
rcaring has becn ﬂrestically're*uCGJ Titrus, for exa:ple, in 'Essays on
the Wolfdrc State', estirates that a wonen in the 1890's woulsd spend an
averasze of 15 years in a state of pregnancy cr mursing 2 child, conpare?
with 4 years for the average rother of tolay, It is also truc 'that woren
perfor the inportant, but'unrccn~nlscﬁ, task of 'loocking after' the need:s
of twe crucial econoric and sceial forces i.c., this sencration of workers
and the next, Moreover, this 'leoking after' prccess has becone firmly
institutionalised into the private world of the fanily. Wonen's role in
sncicty, therefore, is overvwhelningly deternine? by this assuted, prinary,
responsibility to the farlly,uvbn, as in the case of sing le, vorkins wenen ,
such a fanily cesn't even exist ! - | TR
As a dircct result of this girls are tausht te be passive, locilce crestures,
liriting their aspirations to a 'hanisone'! husban! and a 'beautiful'! hore,
The clucation systern is certainly not ncutral here, but activly collaborates
in this process, reinforcins anl developing cortain attitudes, cxpectations
.8nc bohayiouy inte 1ta puplls. A good exanple here is the author of the
first 'Social Contract! - Rowsseau - whn ha? veny efinite i'cas on how
wornien should be.'=”ucatp". | - - | |

.?'Worpn‘ ‘clucation shoul? be. plannc in relation td nong to be
Pplcasing in his sizht, to win his respect ran! love, tc train her's in chili-
Rdocs TEn fant hiny 14 nanhw +te . ceunsel an? cnnsnlb, to rmake his life

pleasant an? happy. These aru the luties of Wﬂ”un for all $inge anl this is
%hmt sha sh”ul be tausht while she is young -
How riost of us w‘ulﬂ want t5 lau.h at that stete*ent bullOVlgf that eiucatlﬂn

to'ay ‘has chaniedl and progressed, However, the joke turns a little sour,
when we realisc that scome 200 years later, in 1964, -Sir J-hn Newsor a "
‘procinent clucaticnalist', was still capable of sayin: that, |

| " We Ty te e’ucato ‘irls into beeconing irditaticn nen an? as a result
we are wastin: and frustratln. their qualitics of" wnmanh\\l at ¢reat oxpensc
to the ccrnunlty. I belicve that in a?lition to their necls as indivi luals
our ;sirla shcul? be e ‘ucate? in terhs of their nain s~cial functlon, which
is to iake for the"solvbs, their children an? their husbands, a sceurce and
suitable hone, and to be nothers ", ~ it i il ‘




Little nler then that woenen continue to enter lifc at a lisadvantage,
They, f"Stly, doonot receive the clucation sy trainin® thoy nerit and ‘arc
roneral Ly crind ufUG’ 7 w“rk in h'rln unskilloﬂxjﬁBS'with low woges an”
status, - . : - ' G A b 57
Scxiearry, of course, cuts both Wayp.-Just as werien are oxpectol tc be passive
an? Acocilce and honely, 82 nen’ drec oxpected o "be a; ressive, out.oing,
deeisive an” carcer nintle?, This livision rcflects 1tsolf throuchcut socicty
and within the e?ucational systen, Brys arc ezpectel to be norce indopcendent,
lgsg loving 3 they'are‘cxPccteﬁ”th clinb t¥rees, Tot Aitrty, asplirc to reat
thinrs, be a bri lliant mathenatician or an untidy writer ete. cte.
It has never been proves that feﬂalbs are scnetically infcerior to nales,
congenitally incapable cf leading an active, indepenient, intelli-cnt
cxistence, So its up tc us to show that sex ?ifferences in hchavicr, reles,
abilities and (vals are the result Df:S¢CialISRt1Jn. If we accept this then
we cannct' sinply sit en the fince rofusin: to'd- anythin about it, ¥We nces
te look fairly and squarly at how sccialisaticn operates an' how we can sct
about changinis thinas tc rericve the liscrininatory livisisns between the
sexes an? to beirdin to crcate the con'iticons nccessary for pecple to achicve
their full pcotontial regartlcss of wether they arc nalce cor fanale, |

Scxisn an’ the Education Systeon.,

Here we shoull be carcfulinot tc view the Biucation systen in isolation

from cther institutions in sncioty, notably,of:. course, the fanily, ‘Fcr the
pracess of sexarnle socialisation’and ~ender stercrtyping begsins 'lon: before
children 0 t2 schosl, It starts as scon as children arc dressacc*in‘a frilly
lress orin triusers-an? Tishirt; #H¥en a 01l «or a lorry to play with;
‘expected tocorciin fron playing cloan'and néat or-swenty and Jishowilled,
Alreacy by tho tinme childven start schoel' they have'a cortain code of conduct
to achere "toran’ ‘a certain view of “a®ult nén and woren,

The orcanisaticncef gchosl 1if6 'scrves ‘o relnfﬂﬂco fhvse preeonceive? i“cas
turning thet inty ‘self fulfillin: pr*phe01os. Teachers have their cwn stan’ards
which thcy cxpect the chll’ron te atherc to, ‘with tho sirls beins clean,

neat, quict, gentle an? » 1.nt Toachers will tolerste bhlsterous,, 018y,
rischevious Bghaviocur in bn t%&t thov woulin't cven exPuct e pnCﬂunt
snoedrls, ~ . .

The teaching materials usged in: pritary schvnls"er; oftcn blatantly sexiSt -
one canneot: be $7¢ subitle with &ix Jkar-ﬂl’s by 4 vou want tc et your ideas
-acress, anl so, particularly in realing:' schees, we sce a srossly distorte?
view of the world:with 'Mun' forever washln up, cleanin~, hansing out the
washin:; anl gsenerally waitin: on everyonec han4 - il i As Glenys Lobban
shews in her article « Présenthtion of: Sex Roles in British Readling Schenes
(reprsduced. for this confetrence) - woren' are énly shown in their *hoiely?
roles  they - foinot Sodoud:tod work, drive ¢ars, wccr trousers or 2 any of

the hcecavier Jﬁ*s around the house, ' : ke ' tho b |

An’ yot lcspite this 'hawmerin:' which the fenale role takes in pris ‘ary schoals,
it has boen shown that drls Mo equally well as boys in prinary schonls, if
not better (Dvu ‘las- The Hone an?l the ochu~1) Howe ver, by pubcrty the cracks
arc be inning: t¢ show, It i8 not cdneilere? 'feinine' to be intcllirent,
certainly mct "feriinine! to beat a Yoy in ‘an ar-unent, csro “top cf tho class
ar be zeed at maths and seience, Theée préssurcs are constantly bein:: applic?
by napezines, tcelovision an” alvertiscnents for irls t~ look ~oc an? 'set
their nan', These pressurcs rofleet thensclves in various ways : in the
mnber of sirls leavin: school carly, in the tren? for ‘drls to teke arts
rathcr than 3cicnces, in the lower prﬁportian of rdirls takin* 0 and A levels,
in the snall percentase of .+dirls »vin- #0 University conpare’ €o thoe larce
nunbors at Colilwies of F'uvatlhn, an’ in tho abysnally low nunbers of sirls
Sains on te apprnntlceshlp Gr Ay releasc courses once leavin:: pohonl.
All these points are statistically presentce! in the sheot inclu”c’ with this
deeurient, What these fiures show.is a Aepressing picturs of the educatisonal
systen as a:kdnief ~ralin: machiné .. s1ft1n* rut the “agfrltv of "irls early
on, with workin: class zirls the first to #0y leawin~only thce™more privile e?
superwonen’ of the ridlle classos ai tho énd |
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Althcuih therce is, thecretically, equality of ocpportunity in e’ucaticn for
boys an! irls, This is only equal in so far as few courses are actually
barred to sirls, It is uncqual in the sensc that not all courses arc equally
uscia., Girls en?! up with fewer qualificaticns, an?! where sducaticon an? trainin.s
are factors in social stqtus, woean wilil be condlenned to sccon? class status
unless sonethin’ is doxne. Chances ncel to be malc both in the cbjective
conditions - rcro'fa0111tles, nore opportunitics ete,, and in the subjoctive
conditions - chansein; the way in which sirls sce thensclves, the attitules
they have, the /oals they set thoaselves,

Hew Z0_we chan-e_thc present situation ?

Havin.: rccosnise? the fact that sexism ‘lves operate within the educaticn
systcen and has a specific irnpact on the aspirations and attainnent of rdirls
how de we cven set about changing this ? If wo arc not tc accept the
discrininatory livision hetween the sexcs, then we —ust nount an active an?
vceiferous canpaisn within the Union an?® within sreiety cencrally to zive
widesprea? publicity tc these issues an?! to initiate chan-es.

An cxcecllent way to berin reisin. the question in the N.U.T, is throush support
for the Working Tomens Charter - a ten point charter »f rishts for we nen,
relatini:both to their position at home, in c’ucation ani traininz, an’ at
work, A Jdocunent on the Charter is beins listribute” at this Cﬁnfcrpnc an
sy further cxplanation is not neede? here. Howcver, suppart far the _harter
aoes offer the poseibility of raisin: the issuc of' gduecatisnal gppar%unity
for ¢irls, and thc role of sexist school Lanks, teachin. naterials and
currlcula 0 I viney i rin aspirations an?l cegnfilence, It -is also capable
of lealin:‘with the ' question of wonen as teachers, anl their undercpresentaticn
in scals posts, hisher ednesadion, and within ths Union as exccutive nenbers
an' officials. ' L | ' '

Nottin char F,U,T, Association proposed support for the Charter as a rnotion
for Bational Confercnce, This riction now appears 6th on the H.U,T, a;enla
an'l therefore -ives us a o2 opportunity of statin;; the facts and foreing
the Union to teke a position. We will be propnsine the setting up of a
workin- party to investicate “iscrinination in eﬂucutlnn encrounts of sox,
We 'also hepo: 0 propaose that the N, U,P. holds . a g special-c pf rence anithe
question of Woren an? Blucatirn in nrler to hetter cfucate s netbership
nsn these issucs, ~ -

0
it

Mrealy this ®x Sexis~ an? Elucation c-onforence has been widely “iscusse?,
‘ncw we rmast seize fhe cpporbunity to et even sreater publicity foriour
findin . s, Much veluable research hsas recently hcen done on readin: schenes

an tbach1n31natcr1a*s, neting the sterestype? way in which they present

86X roles. Sa?l tn say rnost teachers are har'ly aware of what is toin: on,

Meanwhilc, puPli';srs can cheerfully Jisniss any protest as irrelevant, We

nust werk’ tosethér o oring: these points te the fore, puttin-, forward specific
dertanis ar-und hosks an? ttﬂChlﬁ”_"ﬂtbrlqls For exanple, we¢.coulld seclect a
particularly s=X1s+ readin; schene or schceol book, an?® Aenand throush the

Union that this be withirawn fron schonls, Onecc pub1lshers were confronte’
with such actions they woull be fecreced te roconsider the naterial thoy preuce,
Therc ‘alsc neads €5 be a2 greater comwnication - f ileas between people who

are working; on this pro bl*ﬂ anl who arc bezinnin;. %o proiuce non - -gexist hooks,
tapes, filns, of their own for use in scheools anT collioros,

This dccunent has attenpted to ive some back-:round t- the liscussion and

t proviic seme basic infornation. The surccstions for action at the en? are
by ne rieans conclusive an? are inten’e? to proveke discussion rather than

provile the 'final word', Essentially we hopc that as rany pooplce as possible

will be ahlce tc usc this eonfercnce, shert as it is, to.cxchanrc i’cas an/

ty sketeh out plans for the future,

Jane Brownc (Notts, ¥.U.T.)
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Genceral Information

oeccnlary Schcols - Rescurce Allccation,

The very way in which resources arc allocate? to schorls discrininatcs asainst
7irls, A rccent investisation foun? that staffins, accomnedation an? seneral
alleccation of rescurses for science and technical suhjects arc consistoently

at a lower lcvel in sirls than in boys schools, anl for rirls in nixed schonols,
" Mot cnly sciencc accornndatinon was affecte?; consistently nerc teachins
spaces were bvuilt for handicrafts than homceerafts—- in onc nixed me’iw: school
in a ratic of four to one" (E.M.Byrne Rationin: in Scho~l,New Society 20:6:74)
The repert 'Half our Future' alsc shows that more tine is spent on scicce and
naths subjocts in boys than in irls schocls, The Ministry of Blucation bulletin ™
2A of 1954 actually su.;:csts less lab, space for science an? nc provision for
technical subjects at i;7irl's schoonls,

Choice of Subjects.

Girls arc nore likely to chacse arts subjects than scicnecce subjects @

In 1970, ~nly 1/5 of 0 level can'i‘ates in Physics were irls and cnly 1/15

of the candilates for C,S.E. Physics were cirls,

At A lovel, 1/2 of the girls cntries were in atrs, 1/5 in scicnce, While for
boys 172 of the entries were for the sciences an? 1/4 for arts,

In 1969, thc ratio of bhoys to rirls in differcnt subjects at A lcovel was as
follows: Physics 6:1, Cheonistry 4:1, Maths 5:1, Technical Drawins 200:1

Hi.sher Education,

Fewer sirls than bcys 70 on o further or hirher elucation once lcavin: schanl,
ot University sirls form 40% of totesl stulents, in Colle.recs of Education

rirls form 2/3 of tonal stulents but in further elucation mirls only nake up
1/3 of the togal students., ' -

At Universities, the pgreater the 'prestice' the snaller the prepoetion of
wonen students: Small civie-3%6, Larce civic-29%, Oxbridic-i2h

At Postiraduate level, only 22 ~f students arc wonen and 13% of these are on
certificate of elucation courses, |

Day Relecasc. In 1973, 10% of sirls in enploynent had lay relecase, whereas

45% of boys 1id, The T,U.C. has nnte?l that in'ustries where therc is the
lowest nunbers of irls receivin: lay releasc arc the cne enployin:: the lar-est
runbers of wonen e¢,7, the Distributive trailes: 2% ay roleasc for wonen,
Textiles: 2,4%, Clothin; and footwear 2, 4%

Apprenticeships., In 1973 P% of working rmirls were in apprenticeships (an? 2

of these were in hairdressing) therc werc 43% of boys in apprenticeship scheres,
Teachers,

68% of all teachers are wonen, 76% cf 211 prinary teachers arc woncn and 4%
in sccondary, The clucation systen is st weichte?! that secon?ary schools have
better pay an? pronotion prospects, 1/2 of all wonen teachors arc on scale 1,
1/2 of all rnien teachers arc on scale 4 »r alove. Wormen proderiinate in the

lower scalcs, and Hourhton has only servedl to raoke a pcreater separation
between the scales, Before Houchton there was n 9% between the hotton scale 1
anl scale 2, this has now heen increasc?! to a 256 imexezzr iffcrence .

B.UT,

75% cf the nenbers of the N,U.T. arc weren, and yet there are cnly 6 woren
nenbers on the executive, Only two of the officianls appointe! by the executive
are worien,
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Table 1 pives a -szz:mnary‘ of these results. it lsts the

L
iy t | . " ‘. i " T ‘
Glenvs’T obban P EAe s el |
Gienys Lotban teaches at an EPA junior school in Islington. This article is based on
an extznced enquiry undertaken into children’s readers. |
on &¥ The major premise underlying the current debate about

¢lags en.d e he2sin reading schemes is that the con-
tent of the sohemes infusnces childrau’s atiitndes to
the worla and to themsuives. Rendmy schemes are pre-
sumed t3 e partictlagly infiuential bacauss they axe
‘wsually the clvids first mitroguction to the writtzn word
‘and (hav are precorted within a.context of authority,
the clastroom, and mest children read them, They are
hence presumed to coavey official aprroval of attitudes
ithe child wi'l have already leained in the pre-school
iyears irofn mazents, the mediz and other persons in the
society, Cwrrent kmowledge supgesis that ehildren's
and pachicwiar'y thow firs readers do influence chil-
;- drea’s aititndes, They ¢o this by preseating modols like
- themsalves for die chillorsn to identfy with and cinu-
late. in addition ey present an ofdcial view of the real
worid ard ‘propoy’ actitedes,

g ——

..., It is pow genorally agreed that reading schemes such
¢ as the Ladviird schewne, which show 2 waite middle-
- class worin poovied with ds files in svits, and mwomiss
o Inly aprons, who teke tea on the lawss in frong of
' their deiached houses, ave likely to be Irvelevani aad
- parmful for smdap working-class and bluck children.
_ They do g wwovide them with models Lke themalives,
. fhey implicidy, if pot exnlicitly, dexigrate these chil-
. dren’s cuitare and imaly (hat what is real 2nd proper
5 I8 alto whits and misdle. elass. If this aggiunent is
- accepted for race and closs bias in readiay scasmes
- fhen it'mnst equnily aoply to another tyne of imequntity

| Within our sccicvy, namely seuzi inequality.
\ " Ours is a potrierchal socisty where fomales are
| .}qcon.csmica}!y ana Fpally discriminaiod avainst, where
fmales control all the major sosial ipsiitucions, and
| where tws distinet sex-roles, the ‘feminina’-pissive and
-| the ‘masculins’-active, exist. As nobody has proved Ay
| genetic diference between femsles snd malss ciher
i il those 1siaied 10 Teproduction, wa must concinde
{ that the sex diferences in teminerunent, micrests,
\ & ilities and goals, are the results of socialisation. ¥
~we assume that despite class and race discrimination in
/our society, reading schemes should not mirror this and
/ denigrate these groups, then we should also dermand

~ithat such schemes do not mirror male-dominated sex-
roles and denigrate females. '
To my knowledge few people have extended the
argument in this way. and indeed no broad-ramging
study of the way sex-roles are presented in British
reading schemes even exists, This article will describe a
preliminary siudy on sex-role content in readers which
I undertock to begin to remedy this lack of
information. - |
The sex-role content of six popular British reading
schemes was coded. I chose two schemes published
before 1960 (‘Janet and John' and ‘Happy Veature’),
-two published in the 60s (‘Ready to Read’ and ‘Lady-
bird’), amd two recent schemes (‘Nipper’ and ‘Break-
through to Literacy’) which are designed specifically
for urban children. 1 coded the content of 225 stories
in all, 179 of these had people as their ceatral charac-
ters and 1 listed the toys and pets, activities and adult
roles these showed for each sex and boih the sexes.

e

toys apd pels, aciiviies znd zdult roles for each and
both of the senes (hat fipured in three or more of the
six veading echemes, In all cases single sex activities
are Liose which figwred as sinple sex in fve of the
schemes and in some of the readers in the remaining
scheme, |

A glence at Table 1 shows that the schemes rigidly
divided the spheore of peopie’s activity inte two come-
pariments, ‘mascaline’ and ‘feminine’ with very few
commen characteristics, The number of ‘masculine’

- 'options exceeded the number of ‘feminine’ cnes in

every nitegory and they tended to be more active and
instreinenizl and to relate more to the oulside world
and the outdoors than the ‘feriinineg’ options which
revolved almost entively around domestic roies. Only
35 of the 179 storizs ¥ coded had hercines, while 71
had heraes. The beroiues were scitdom being successful
i non-feminine’ spheres, while the heroes were fre-
queatty brave avd a¢verturous. In the ‘Nipper’ scheme,
for examivls, a hercine who ran away got lost, caught
the weong tube and found herse!f back home aad gave

- Up, whereos Doys who went oF og their own § requently

found vaventure, In the remaining 73 stories thers were
fernale und male central characters but it was almost,
always a boy who ook 2 lead in all non-domestic
activitizs and let the girl help or walch. In the ‘janet
and John' scaems, for example, while hoth children
had dogs, Jenel’s was a puppy while Jokn had a big
dog. Boys were more frequently rvespopsible for the
care of tae pets, and owgpsd laiger versicas of a coni-
mon oy svoh as a3 boat, and wsuaily did batter at

- commoa aciivities: eg. the boy reached the top of the

tree whiie sister st on: a lower branch. In the classroom
situation both soxes wers emually good at reading and
writing, but ibey were fregucntly shown with toys or
apparatus convmiuaslly zopropriste fo their sex.
Frequeantly in situotious where the children participated
equaily, their parcnts played omt conventionsl roles.
When both sexes made or built anything the boy
usually did so more or excelled and IDad was the
instrucior unless they were learning to make cakes.

‘Mum was never shown teaching them to build anything

or to play sport. |

It is illuminating to contrast the female and male
worlds the schemes showed. The female world was
almost entirely oriented arcund domestic activity and
childcare. The message that the scheimes conveyed was
that a woman’s place is in the home and that little girls

~ should spend their time learning ‘feminine’ skills such

as cooking and childcare. It is significant that the only
new skill learned by girls in three or more of the
schemes was taking care of a younger sibling. The adult
models available were all situated in the home and.
shown doing domestic activity. The ‘MNipper’ scheme
was the only cne which showed working mothers and
this was for 2 minority of the mothers shown. The face
is that the majority of women in Britain are in paid
employment outside the home and many of them are
neither shop assistants nor teachers (the oaly both-sex
jobs in the schemes). This makes the schemes relega-



tion of women io the home even more invidious. The
only two girls' activitive that alicwed physical activity
were skipping and popping. Noither of these gevelop
group co-operation aor ihe varicd motor skiils that the
range of boys® activities and games offered.

The male world the schemes described did not in-
clude toys or activities that allowed expressive or
nurturant behaviour. Boys' toys and actlivities were
such as to allow the learning of independence and a
warieiy of instrumental and motor skills. The boys’
- wiepid was oriented outside the home and their toys
adiad the'r adult models sug.ested a variety of future
- oecupational - goals.  Hoys, uclike girls, speat time
| watching adult males, wisw weren’t relatives, perform-
" ing their occupational roles. The idea that it was the
‘boys who would have jobs was often explicitly stated.

While girls were toid they'd be like Mum or voiced
suzh ideal the bovs exnmrossed the desirz 'to-be train-
drivers and the Ko, Wi oody onz of (e “Niopor’ readers
was a jobless futher shewiy, cnd this dad was just tem-
pormily cvt of work, whila vittusily 2l mums were
jobices vermouent!v, Thas, whle fthe soope of adalt.
male roles wos somewhat Nnvited, the schames clearly
conveyed the idea that it was mies who had jobs, and
who were responsitle for the maintenance of all
aspects of the ‘real’ world except for childcare and
cooking. ' A
The schemes also showed the interaction within the
fareily o ricidly traditional terms. ‘Nipoer' was the
only supems which showed famnale single parent fami-
lies and aons of the seudmacs showad male single parent
units. Noo= of the suli=mes showed Dad doing house-
work or ccolung anvitiag other than a cup of tea.
(The cne exception was in ‘Recdy to Read’ when Mum
was in hospital having a buby.) Dad was always the
one whodveve ‘his’ car (only one reader i ¢ne scheme
showzd a woman criver), his authority was ultimate
- and he uspally initiated and directed 2ll family activi-
tics. AU the cchemes abounded in pictuges of Dad
reading the paper or wotching television, while Mum
buctied about prepariag and serving food, and washing
up, ofien with the helv of danghier. Once again, as in
the case of female emploviment, the schemes’ version
of the family was even maore rigidly traditional than
current practice.. Many British women drive cars and
. do hapdiwork, and ip manv homes cooking and clean-
ing are tasks which are shared by the family, but none
~ of this was reflected in the schemes. . g
In summary the reading schemes showed a ‘real’
world peonled by womeen and girls who were almost
solely invcived with domeitic activity apd whom the
adventurons 2ad innovasive roalss might occasionally
allow iuts theiy wortd (s rest of human astinity and
achievemerns) i1 a Reuimuats canacity, Jhe world they
depicted was oot only sexist, it was mors sest than
present raolity, 2nd in many wlys totaily forsiga to the
majority of childrein, who do have working Mums, and
&t least some expazience of cross sex actinitics.
The cusstion that pow avises concerns the impact of
these rzad=r3 on the attitudes of girls and boys to them-

selves and the world, If, as research suggests, characters

like themsalves suprest new modes of behaviour for
children and define what they should do and want,
then tue muodels of their own sex avaiiable to the
readers cowid only serve to reinforce the patriarchal
sex-roles ume children have already learned. The preseat

policy in gmimary schools {(see the Plowden Report) is
for all the pupils to do traditionally one sex activities
like cockmzg and metalwork. The content of the read-
ing schemas is opposite 10 this policy, and might well
neutralise these non-sextyped experiences, or convince
the childre= that experiences in school are unrelated to
the ‘real’ world outside. The schemes, like the rest of
children’s znd adults’ literature (see Millett, 1970), con-
centrate ca the expioits of males. The girls who read
them have already been schooled to believe, as our
society does, that males are superior to females and
better at everything other than domestic work, and the
stories m the schemes cannot but reinforce the damage
that our society does to girls’ self-esteem. The total
lack of f=mvole characters who are successful in non-
iSiim = ~tivivies and jobs and whe are independent,
ensures that girls with these aspiraticas will receive no
encouragement. In the same way, boys who feel tne
need to express gentleness and nurturance will find no
male models to emulate, In short, these schemes in no
way quostion the correciness of a socicty whieh
deprives both sexes of {uli expression of their capa-

.

bilities, and, in fact, they endorse a set of sex-roles that

are even more rigid than our present role division.

One of the arguments that might be given to justify
male bias in reading schemes is that boys have more
reading problems. Certainly girls learn to read in spite
of ibe male bias in readers but at what price to their
self attirides? If the primers ciiidren were given paid
them the compliment of being inicllicent Leings able
to coinprehend complexity and depicied 2 world real
to the majority of children (with girls who were tough,

*chiidren of varied colour and nationalities, boys who

ciied, wmotherless or farhorless families, working |

parenis, family fights, violence, television and other
pheasomena familiar to them) they would invelve all
the children, If we as educationalists care about the
full development of each individual chiid it is timme we
ovecune fuily aware of how materials such as reading
schemas denigrate females as well as other groups. It
is time we acknowledzed and attempted to change this
sexist zspect of their conient, and of our society, along
with the class and race inequalities.
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TABLE I

The sex-reles that sccorred in three or more of the six é:chgmes coded
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THE CONTENT OF THE CHILDREN'S ROLES

THE SEX FOR | i
WHICH THE [ S W e - THE ADULT
ROLE WAS - TAKING THE RN A ROLES
| TOYS AND PETS ACTIVITIES LEAD IN BOTH gty FRESENTED
RESCRIRE | =Y T PTG -
b | S0 L gBXe activiTigs | NEWSRILL
B WA e | BEGRRL 1 =M 0T , e
i. Doll e ‘!. Presdving the teall. Hoppiag f} t. Taking care‘of f. Mother
GIRLS ONLY (% Shisping rope 12, Ploying with dolls]2. Shopping with younger siblings | 5 Aune
3Y Doll's pram 3. Taking care of s 3. Grandmother
- L younger. viblings 13, Skipping
i L - PR Gl i L Rl k WS £
1. Car ! . Plaviag with cars [!. Going exploring 1. Taking care of 1. Fadher
ROYS ONLY (2 Traia. 2. Playing with - |  8lo9e Pat - 2. Uncle
. 3. Aeraplans. trains :2, Climbing trees |2, Making/Bullding | 4 Grandfather
4. Boat 13, Playing footbail {3, Bi;ilding things |3. Saving/Rescuing | 4 Postrnan
5. Feotball 4, Liftiag or pulling |4. Taking cure of | people o pets Bt
|  heavy objecis pets 4. Playing sporis o ;
saitle ekl « apeiin
§, Plaviag cricket |3, Sailing boats " S;: "‘0 : 2
ot 4 S . (¢ 15 GLUSIREY
6. Waiching adult |f. Flying kites et
| males in oCCups- 15 Washing aad | L
; ticaal roies polishing Dad « ? Po!.x'u,man
i7. Heavy gardening car 2. Builder
i (0. Bus driver
i {11, Bus conductor
f : 2. Train driver
: i 13. Railway porier
-1 Bock i . Plaving with peis o — ’ 1. Teacher
BOTH SEXES {2 Sall :? Wniting 2. Shop assistant
3. Patnds 3. Reading | :
4. Ducker and spadel 4. Going to the ! !
5. Doy s=aside |
le f."a'; 5. Geirg on a 1
b family outing
7 Shap |
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SEX  STEREOTYPING IN THE PRESLITATION OF JOBS AND CAREERS.  *

Glenys Lobban has shown how primary school books present a very
sterectyped view of adult roles., The choice of jobs and careers presented ‘o

children are equally sterectyred.

The following are two selections from a popular pair of Anerican Hallmark
matched DoOKS, .."What Boys Can Be " and "What Girls Can Be ™

The worda speck for themselves, We are told that boyw con Beseceess

A FIREMAN who squirts water on the flames, and
A BASEBALY, TLAYER who w ins lovs of gum s,

A BUS DRIVER who helps peorle travel far, or

A POLICEMAN vith o siren o n his car,

A COWBOY who goes on cattle driv:s, and

i DOCTOR who helns to save pecpiz’s lives,.

A SATLOR on a ship that telmss you everywhere, and
A PILO T who goes flying through the air,
A FARMER wi:o drives a big red tractor, and

~™

en TV shows if I become an ACGIUR,

AN astronaut who lives in a spacs station, and
someday grow up to be PRESIDENT CF THE NATIO N,

The second book tells us that Girls can bCeicssecssces
A NURSE with white unifcrms to wear, or |

A STEWARDESS who flics everywnere,

A BALIERINA who dances and twirls around, or

A CANDY SHOP O WIER the best in town,

A MODEL who wears lots of pretty clothes,

L big star in ths novies and on special TV shows,
A SECRETARY who'll type without mistokes, or

AN ARTIST peinting trees and clouds and lakes.,

A TEACHER IN A NURSERY SCHCOL some coy, or

A SINGER and make records people play.

A DESIGNER C

A BRIDE who counes wellring dovn the aisle.

S

P DRESSES in the very latest style, or

4 HOUSEWIFE somedny when I om geown, and

A MOTHER, with some childyen of my own.

The ultinate goal for which little boys are to ain is notthing less than

president of the nntion, For girls the comparable pinnacle of achievement 1s

rotherhood!

H %N R R R W KKK XA KKK

Glcenys Lobban's article "Presentation of Sex Reles in British !
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The Family

- "Next to the Family, TPdChlng has the greatest influence
on the Society in which we live." ‘ Houghton i

Thie gquote is a good reference point. It tells us how both
institutions: Famlly& Teachlno,_are seen at present——Dby Houghton
at least——as +“LﬂZE:LZLZL:_ng a very 1nportant role in the society 1in
which we live. Fach: in its own way is encouraged by the justices
of countless reSpectaDle &nd influential compittees;boards;
Adnguiriesa O ‘whathaveyou, in serving the neeas of a2 Society;
as such needs arise, in the kind of "ad hoctindependant,and;sc
called:"spontaneousy way which the governors of this Society like.
They like it because; on the one hand, it passes for Freecom
~—convenientiy sontaining and limiting its self-— and; on the
other hand, 1t keeps things sufficiently fragmented&incoherent
‘to prevent thnzo governed from seelng the wood within the trees.
In what way are we governed, by whom and on whose say—so??Y
EXAMPLES: A WMOTHER believes that her children are her "raison

d'etre" and agrees that her dellncuent° are her own failures.

24D teachers salvage esteem by managing to cope with -

the low budget they had last year-—or lower as the effect of
CUTS in educational eXpend&tureféeSplte the cost of maintaining &
pritish presence in N Ireland(£3m.a month), vecome felt——,whping,
when the trush is that the only way to get the staff/money/materials
1ncrea81ng7y nceded as social dissatisfaction comes out in the
vyoung, is %0 prebsurlsethe Local Authorlty.

The Extended Famlly Decllnes

A AT

“

Before technology rolled into town, unloading Spinning Jennles

and self-lighting tinder boxes; before Industrialisation, abtout

130 years ago, people were mostly gquietly unaware of a world
‘beyond the next village.They thought the wheel was just wonderful,
They worked at cottage industries and the few— the Smith/Joiner/Po
the few that did specialise could see some of the worth of; and
were not s0o obviously allenated from, the product of their labour.

| The family structer also differed from the Houghton Civilization
This "extended” type of Family was very different from the isolated
(Nuclear)famziv\ﬂnig‘ which confront us today. Not only was there

'a more scensrsl econcmis reliance on one crop,one g00€ season Or;in
times of natural diszuter,one unified purpose, but this more
communal atr 1i68phere spillea over into shared emotional/psychologidak
" support at Rir+h,Death and inbetween times. Figures like orandparent 8
‘ot only held a secure social position; but also the dally round

bf'Child-Minding & housework where possible., The children were nov




only looked after by the women. The men did this work;as did the womén
share in productlve labour. In shortiyhe Bxtended Family tended to

permeate the whole community far more than our contemporary Nuclear

. Family.
Then Came the Industrial Revolution

Althoughs on-closer inspection, we can See€ that Trade was already
breaking down centained local agrarlan communities by the mld-17th
Century, pre-Indusirial uoclety stood as skittles against the shock
of the techmological yclone that proke around the turn of the I9
Century. Whole-families split or moved to cities; where the real money
was, where they: tried ©o raforr their previous emotional/economic

support systems.: As many an immi f“ant family finds: it's just not easy
The old xeless. ofpthe healds of *he families became increasingly subord-

o~

inated %o, the Firm,. The new skills reguired were taught at the Work—
place, insteas of ot home. Though; at first, whole families were taken @
on, the rapid,hschnological advancement ensured their eventual redund-

e}

ance. lLayroifc are 28, 044, &8; Indastrlallsdtlon. It became apparent to
the Goverrnors: that it was inefficient to have whole families clutter-
ingup their nicz new manuvfactories mhen,realy,the Man worked best on
his ownwhile the Woman got oOn Wlth! the mothering somewherelse. The
benevolent Bosses bullwv "Dwellings"; at a 'fair'rent of course, for tThe
Wife to get on with this chore. It wasn't really their respon51bi“1ty
toensure the pr;duct;on of the next generation of Workers. No more than
the wellfare of tha present, Not for them the full responsibility for
industrial acxidunté; the crippling diseases of miners; for the prova: 1
ision of & syeven o7 pele healthy happy nurseries;freeing both parents
and children ¢of an inuegsiuous excess of -each others company. Compare
Britainjhere, with Huﬂgpry where women are; at least, allewed 2@ weeks

absence Wltn full pay and an optional period 'of 3 nmonths with flat

B payments of approx I1/3 wage of unskllled worker while their JOb is

kept QREex.,. e | | |

As 1 was saying? the Family changed. Unconsciously its members
cameé up with axnd liye 1 out all the bourgeois solutions predicted for
them by *thezilx uﬂlﬁtlel Overlords, tonguetied by the famous lnaccur-

acythat the Pami ly jw?the.cornerstone of Society" when the fact is that
the Family is aijpsss,in a par with its constituents in providing &a
small par®.orf, the huge profits for the few—with hardly a word to say

3 Ty =m R a8 i I g JI -\.'
in the barzaein, likswise schools:

L Sie State
As Today; thiat mesh gurreme expression;possible under Capltallsm,of
"a pluralityi.cf ditarencst=+0f @l races; cxegds and sex and Clasgk—the
State,exhivited abrias net unheardof in any hierarchical institution;

be it Britisa Army, School, Police Force, labour Party or;indeed; Family
where everyboby has their own axe to grind; voluntarily or not, and




where personal interest is never very far from any arguement,

-~ Shaftsbury housed them. The Salvation Army poured soup down them
and made enough.noise to keep them quiet and the Government of the day
gave sops;like the Factories Act, ensuring that children would not be
exploited until their IOth Birthday. This must have presented some early
ROSSLA preovlems-—in the begining children had been working; almost as
soon ‘&s they. conld wadik, quite safely in fields....but in busy hosiery
mills or.niness. L8 gougse; their "natural’ guardians-— the Women-— would
be “"at homs® to mind then, but then, women couldn't stand heavy factory
work and this was a converient sile-effect,,.... .NATURALLYY.

Social Democracy coulid afford a few luxuries with an advancing
economy (the, Commonwenlth helped matters), 30, we got Schooling ane
Health. & Sogigls Hopkers »Well oL course, they did serve a purpose—-
"Socialisge te o' Jaile gallien; nalking Happy ! Wo rkers+—S0 everyone bene-—
fittes 5+ vhOugh SRS e tran cvaers!{ Factory workers need 10 reae

: (Y r i L Wt S S W T e . w
instruchlons o ol e Wl & va%.'e’)\. Housewlves, 1
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. Ayer, 8- S80%arYy, O theessbouts, we've experienced a fierce tend-
tO

e A, 4 ] 2 —

ancy specialise in all spheres of human activity. There has occured
a society-wide "division of labour" to meet the requirements of a
Capitalist eccnony. Nowaere in Sceiety has this been more felt than
in theFamily. Unscen as it is, that competativeness(that WE teach);

SO essenﬁial'to-ﬁaﬂitalismf ccauce of its divisive quality), has led

to alierehign and izclation at work, to rift of pamily from family,

-~

sister from broiher, friend frcem friend, worker from worker;.....soO
that our expeczations ¢f 1life fall as low as befits the Ruling Class,

The Nuclear Tamily

R TR R R L T——

The Nuclear Type'family serves to prepare fledglings fo accept
the unwkaﬁpl 2ss of an alienated and alienating existence {against a
backd”ﬂp of half“t”hths & deceit) in a Society whose constituents——
1nd1V1ch1 pumaq o“1nvs~--are increasingly allenated & isolated from
each other. Cap: {talism makes capital(pardon me)out of this. It calls
it: FRFEuCL.;F jé hBO“lN?Ois Individualisn". It boasts Independance,lt

means Ig 3?10?’411“; tion, Alienation of self from others & of self

from Seif. Sclf =lisnatlcn occours at work, in recouperation, in selfl
expression aii; thon, in thinking. We experlence a jamming of the
decisicu makiﬁﬁ meohznism; an indecision, an inmer conflict-—-schyzo-'
phren1°u~»gh5r ccguns Lo come from outside. But we're told that it
will goawéy S wo dentth think about it and we get used to: having a
stralgA, tia, fepling lhnseolbe, WOrrying about smelling, supporting
only cne Tdéﬁb311 f@am o1 Felitical Party, doing work we wouldn't ask
anybodvelse to do, believing in one God, loving only one person, i
souching conly one person/sex/colour.......cutting off our own personal
horizons in preparation for the voluntary political castration nec-—




essary to a Faith in "Bepresentatives" Tike' HebthWilsonThateherEtcetera
vevees.in fact, we often have two well-defined secret personal self-
images— Private & Tublic -—3;always in conflict, out of which double
standards arise, We have to become very adept at rationmalisation in
both private and public svheres and the excuses in one often rely on

laccephied wozlknegcsedy In The octher......50,we base our "personal rel-
atlcr“tﬁts“oh'thiﬁ’ciaﬁh be*WQQH our needs and the requlrements Of a

.

{
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capitalicy woonGny 2ald Hlien aro sucprised that we; as Individuals,
squabblec bF¥causa oty gvn neede 2lash with others and we end up
"paperins overidne 'owocked. WEHH sellfteoeptl nxSupnr98810n/fepr9881on.
eV 5 @@ ol Hunal soif-snpreasionl Sexuality.has been alarming—
1y coMVnAted Ol 2l W (ot to, Thorough svery meditm available to the
GoveTHeR 0 Ty ol ol A here. GhiYse Ahe duvalistance that our physiocal
sharett xS ions oTaiieeyicon e t2llored t0o fit the modes of |
prod Wtic: ¢ By s wonEniation vutinorcias insult to injury)that they
be erpticiced drno somd eilicdal 1%0ico. Far Trom ysducing sexual
migery, these Trailicinge only enl=sod 4 field extending the range
of " Frusixetion and'\Wwant, e ilowing the transformation of desire into
the' denpulsive s1oad. $o consune and ensuring the production of
demangd—-~ i mever o Copivalicm., Ve neatly learn to separate our

'T'

Feelivgs from Cur Feaszcningl{and tend 40 prize the latter more). The
TN s- ol DoKX 'out - here ' by "socialleing"boys and girils

Sl g N HeRsnEAUNe lumberjacks & Little "intuitive'wife-jills
(Nundes S5 ward) LHaweod these two gens; are gscattered 4000million

migTits e ol
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I£ we are tempted T0 think thas Himankind's alienation is at its
zenith and that
1ntrovorb;;té letis 4hink back over the forces that have changed its

he Nuclear Femily has gone as far as it ean go in

struc'g:e from Exbended 1o Nuelear and imegine the tensions brought

about'by”iﬁﬁvﬁasingly bitter campotluaon on en International scale—

ternational Capitalism, for example. Not for
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nothirz do fascizd giaapings; like the National Front,surface at tlmes
“; - S - '
like thcse with their zver more crude racict/sexist Family stereotypes‘

( cbbparé,ﬁi%;df's Leb9n§Dcrn- Spring ¢of Iife =Movement; with its

. of Women a8 Coba Child Bearing Mechines— availeble
to rac_,.,y'puxe'éryiﬁ soldiers for ssxual intercourse, or {W':
Rekru%egnégbep¥ frcux;iﬁgJSacrﬁﬁts}. wniltst; at the same time,happily;
there g wx'a<iegltki};'uritiea¢ vosurgs of dissatisfied awareness
from ﬁvhwm“~wgﬁf?1kﬁ§ﬁ
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)
s SEX EDUCATION

: : ; ther ) down any-ffﬁeéiQéh--
his er sets out to ask questions, rather than lay ok >
%h: sgigect of sex education, We hope some answers may emerge in thé eourse
of the workshep, |

some aims of sex education

1« pure information to dispel ignérange and fear, People shogld know how
their bodies work and what t..ey consist of so they can coPe.wlth their fup-
ctinning and when they go wrong, rather than rushing off blindly to a medical
'expert!' who may or may not give them thie best treatment., people should
ideally see their doctor as a fallible resource to be used, rather than as

a magician or father-figure to ke implicitly trusted. (Actually.lots of

peo ple distrust doctors without daring to admit it). This applies as much

to the biology of reproductidn as much as anything else, in faot more so

since this is something thataffects nearly all men and women at some point,

A woman can't make any real choice of contraceptive if de doesnt't even under-
stand what theydo & how they work, Similarly abortion, childbirth & renopause
are much less scary if a woman knows what!s going on - they will probably hurt
less - and men should know too, so they can participate, Ultimately this leads
to self-help methods but thatts straying from the topic. ~ |

2e Control of your body - this is linked to the above, yomen in particular feel
helplessly at the mercy of the wombs, pregnancies "Just happen" - as in so many
other spheres, women feel powerless and in the grip of forces larger than them-
selves se they cannot move to direct and affect their lives, 1o magy wmen childe
birth is a nightmare of ignorance zand fear, being al ternately pushed around
ayxsuxE and ignored by bossy medical staff, only wen you understand something
can you begin- to control it - but to make the knowgddge really wrk for you, you
must get together with other people in the same situation to change it; too,

o Demystification of the body ~ women are brought up to see themselves as sex

objects, .as men are taught to see them, Their breasts are for décoration not

babyfeeding, in -contrast most women think their genitals pown There are malformed
~disgusting, that natural discharges are to be deodorised out of existence, (

¥X¥XTypist used to wonder how =mm men could bear to do oral sex on g woman, nosing
_around that foul area), . Boys. worry about iheir penis size - is it too big, too

small?.a funny shape-» Certainly the whole subject is highly-embarrassing énd

VD (which includes ANY disease pown There, and even periodsg is the worst'thing

in the world, practical down~-to~earth sex education .
these attitudes, - SR donld do'm Jot toidis pel

4o An end to sexual repression (vhich is so strongly linked to
 ionary personality, and to fascism). We must get rid of the 1s¢
‘dlxtY' myth, the puritanical attitude which says that anv-
ure 1s sinful, anything thatrs nasty (like alienatédfwork)
Hence the feeling that sex must be paid for - by babies -'b

'Sex on the rates! outeriead by newspapers when f
" ree aont
glrls and boys who have sex without usi §HARCR

should 'take the consequ : | R v Loty i b | - : .
sex. Sdbiatlnn " quences 'of their gctlonS. We must discuss all thislin

, , : by every imagcinat

‘denied today 1nfso.many SeX education books (seé bglaw)glnggie

“ g | e ~ ; WY lrom Techinique Performance ompeti f |

an¢ Grind into gentle feeling, sensitivity and o;ening out, icgu§§§y1t§§2% g
| ’ .

re, where you fing

less passive,

No doubt people can think of more'éims;

Teaching basic kiology & the 'mechanics! of sex. . '

Thié hasnt't posed problems for us or our friends, whetper_we1vg spokentof
vD/contraception/periods/thaving sex!(or whatever expression you use).li e
better in single sex classes cos girls are inhibited from asking persona
questions or stating .opinions in the presence of men, ywe feel itts better
not to invite specialist speakers from the FpA or wherever - better to keep
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| - the- elass/audience knows -~ also people from FpA may have sexis?
::t:&ﬁaggfsgﬁetcollege 4 know gets a man from Durex to-talk a?out~contraceptlon
etc.e” Qf course he pushes the sheath as the best method of birth control, b
which it isnt't, and also gives out a nasty little booklet about rerv 'n marriage
which is really sexist, You can do it, dontt rely on experts. If a teapher
doesn't know about contraception - then you shoulds | £ . -

we feel it'S essential not be embarrassed, and to be open to talking about
your own personal experiences €.8. 'twhen 7 use the cap 1 fekl ceeeéte’ IE YOU
wontt give away anything about YOURself, why should kids or adults open up to

. »

you and ask personal questions?

This open approach is much easier in bm01ogica1,‘mGChanical'matters‘thaﬁ
when appraoching the vexea question of - ¥ i A | ‘

SEXUALTTY G SIEVE oL ‘ 5 )  '.v 08

Fow do you start doscussing this?  ywe dontt mean tlove! and the gushy chap-
ters on this subject in some sex eds books, wrich may mention the throh of
the heart but aldogether ignore the throbd of the c¢litoris, A

One possible appraoch is through biology = a chat about éontraCeptiOQHcan
lead into 2 discussion of sexuality/sexual technique/hang-ups/orgasm, But -
this doesnt't always happen, Another approach could be a lesson on the pPhysiqe
1ogy of the orgasm ib: the style of mosters & Johnson (Human Sexual Response isg
their book) i,e, what ha pperis to the body when you come, Has anyone tried
this? poes it worke ORI O] i AGIOW ¢ |

Certainly therets little help to be gleaned from ;

. Sex_rducation Boocks |

ost of which would bépbest entitiéd thow to make bébi ok ' |
& i Bl e blest, Quite apart from
the?r freuqnnt_coyness, ﬁhelr moralistie and/or patronising tone 2nd attitudes
Se§;;1§:§-rgésbStire%:yglng’ & their distortions, they completely deny female
: i erey °YyS means exciting erections, sexy v t drear g
nutual masturbation with other bo ' . ¥ WeE dreams, 8618 or
. . O¥8s::to .girle ‘it means periods. . P . .
girls just bleed, = adolescent sexuality il PrOTOT I o » 1BOYS ‘are ‘Sexual;
¥ : e i 438, : Ty may ‘be a4 Source of ilt & enb: -
;ﬁrEEZi, but at lgnst'ltls recognised, 7Tn girls itrs not‘Suggosed&tomezizissment
more sex ed, books tie up the sexual act to reproduction and Mbthergood-

but adoleseents Just dontt experience | Ay '
‘to that), you dontt have a*érﬁgé anée.ﬁheir sexuality that way (noxr do we; conme

'Womag??b;fﬁzgi fiw gOOd'S?x'eduCGtion books werve come aCross‘i; ?uiprls?”surprisa
we get toge °.@usson, introduction by Micheal Schofield, pny otr . laC tiy Mon
. °gether & writc our bwneo L ~-Ce ANy otherse ghould-

i i thé‘SChool:.‘ | | ,
sex pducation in | oo Lo
| ' 117T¢ | i | ay too much about yourself,
y -problems,’ if youtre too explicit, too open, say i S 1<

ou¥§?yg£§ kicked out, the head will find out, the pare?ts~will oomp}aig. i%h
§ou'just'hope the kids won't grass on you, or you tone Gown your remér » BO 4
insatisfactory. 0Or is anyone happy? ; : g 2
oo Sone teacﬁgrs cantt bring themselves to talk about their own exPerlgnigst
for fear of gossip, in -the school, in the staffroon, 50 youtre ashape q‘a |
you have sex, that you masturbate, that yourre a sexual being? well, so are
most -other people, e e o , \ F

nducaﬁibn‘oubside,school to all a es)_

C ial., Some possibilities are. (ol
¥?cﬁd£§:egg;c;tioﬁ élagses - we run a twoments health courset covereng gnatomy,
contraception,abortion, pregnancy, childbort, nmenopapuse,sexually-transmitted
diseases, nutrition, Western-and plternative nedieine, and'selﬂ-help,@ng,caufse
in the local cormmunity centre lasts-10 weeks and women aged'13-42'haye attended,
The other is 6 weeks ata nearby teacher-training college. FEach session lasts
from 2 to 3 hourse. ye want to extend this to othér pdaces, but we find sexuality
very hard to deal with as suech, 208 '

2. once-off talks, on t e lines of the FpA ete,, to day-release apprentices,
yogpg-workers at community industry, etc..

“Whre
#2870
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51 Sex education as part of general gStucies at a college -of further ed., o
techinical ccllege, or art collegescses

4 outh glubs -~ a 6-12 week coursc could be run in these surro?n§i§f8. gas
.a;yoﬁe taught sex education in a youth club and how did she/he find ite e
find it ~N exckting prospect,

1 e ReG Schoolbook came out it received massive ?ub}1c1ty son
2i1W§§gst2§nkgztio get iold of it, when they di&: the great.magorltY tu§2§§~
straight to the chpter on sex, So perha;s we neec another llttle.reo :cm .
book, but jUsT about seX...s 0of course the publisher wh? brought it ou 90
into trouble, whots willing to lay themselves on t e line-?

The situation is complicated ¢y t ¢ nec ssity for getting.pAID for t@e
sex equcation we do - it takes a lot of work and we cantt cdc it for nothing.
we have to have lots of aids g slides, film8,+etec,: cost noney =~ we nake our

own charts a lot, use our own and friends: contraceptives for samples, beg

loacds of free leaflets from the FPA, British pregnancy AcCwvisory gervice, etc -
the usual teaching pRObiens, .. ~

At the health course in the communify cenitre we are f nanced by the WEA
(workers mducational Association), We found them very willing to put on the
course but we are responsible for seeing that at least 8 people turn up. They

close the class otherwise, SO0y of coursem since itrs women, it means we have
to offer babysitting arrangements, $00,,,.,

A few words on Beich

Some people wil, have read the works of Wilhelm Reich and know all about the
SeX pol movement in the Germany of the 1920s and 508. TPor those Who drnve .

Riech and his friends in the gommunist party (who eventally ., ..17ea them)
usecd the already~well-esablished youth wing of the party to spread their icdeas

about sex and to do sex education, (once it was known that they ¢id this young
people came from far and wice to find out about SeéX, They covered the basic

mechanics of the whole business - the facts of life, contraception ete, and

cdiscussed the rhysical difficultiies in having sex when you'lre young - no
The fact of sexual

where to gO/attitu&es'of parents an authmnities/etc.;
to keep down the

of the ruling class
They »ut a lot of enphasis on demystifying

Y were unhappy frustrated etc,
| has been criticised for his heterosexual,b P

ias which was reflecter

: in gcermany at the thme homosexuality he
strong links wi th the fascist movement and . b : i
ClaNP d60adEhde « ma s Was also associated with ruling

8% speecific climat it ; 3 .
SxqEeable; why It got Mibesun ° TV 18 undejstandable, if not

Really a rea: ing about
build mass movements 10T 0
strates what a vital polit

the sex POl movement shows us that is
hange on the issue of sexua
ical funetion Sexuality has

IS possible to
% Teépression, and demon-

rnd a few worcs on the FpA, etcCe. e o . 5

4 YOTEE¥R of the pamily pTanning sssociation are very 2108 p::gi;iy HOW
P 4 important to recognise that their iceology is no ne?i. iy

i g is ;2; nisation upholds the nuclear family, marraige as % ~stand .

Wi ? > .%2 in it are as sexist as the next person,” while advising yonng

.?to.lan%opsgg-FpA clinic® we must not be uncritical, thercfore"T we find theg e

gfggngtin” 'so will they. mow to make places to cet contraceptives less22222f

;lienatinz’is another tapic, one which womens health centres have begun to

tackle - but this is not the place to go into them.

Finally, remember that gsir weith goseph, too, pushes sexbeé:cgggog,bzgigzwt
young women in socall classes 4 and 5 won't have lots of sub=-s a‘s ;re e .
we dgntt groove on teenage mothers~oféfour'elthey, but our reason 1ati§n
different, and this has, somehow, 1 come across in our teaching, tpogg -
control raises its head too - women should choose for themselvegt 2. 1m1an
chilcbearing, not because theyrre told to By yet anothe? authoillg‘ivesﬁar% -
Otherwise, when the population needs to.expand, women w1llkbe 0 ‘.and welil
ducing again, facilities for contraception & abort%on will be removec
®e back at square one, ywe could discuss this too in the workshap,

XXxf
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our Bodies Qurselves - by the Bostonyoments Health gollectlve, £1.,50 %
Chapters om anatomy, periods, sexuality, childbirth etc.etc,

The Birth control gandbook - T&p *

he gaddbook - T3p * .
goy,vgirl, Men yoman = Bent Clausson = good sex education book,

Menstruall gyvele - tharina palton = 40p Penguin, | : L
Thegéry cleangXplanagion of a difficult.subject, but Dr.paltonfs attgtudes
are puritanical and res ctionary Seo She doesn't seecm to think that

unmarried people bhave sex, very Jjseful book, though,

'Bith Control gandbookt - Edinburgh gniversity Students pnion, % 25 p*
pretty clear and informative, Includes some (not encugh) info on
aobrtion and yp, pictures - useful in classwork,

Hunan gexual Respunse = Masters & Johnson (shortened paperback available).

Fanily planning for poctors - International pPlanned parenthodd Federationk
Available from medical bookshaps, 7The low=down,

Useful, but not incredible

FPA lecaflets - free fron your nearest clinic, or from FPA headquarters
(see address below)

British pregnancy Advosiry Service leaflets, free, address below,

Serilisation and Vasectomy - glive yood, 60p paperback,

The yell-Body Book; £2.50 =

Ccharts and wmodels, €xpensive, but good, from, pdam, Rouilly,
write for free catalogue, 10 winchester Road,
London N ,w,3.
Maybe you could get your local tecachers! centre 0r schools museum service
to stock charts ang mocels of the reproductive organs - ours, in Leeds,
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The Family plannin: esource 1ist has lists of filnms, slides, books and
nany ot.er teaching materials eXplaining sex, birth, ete, to 4 fferent age~
groupse, The list costs £2.950 - naybe someone at your local clinic has sne:
you could borrow = Otherwise get it £rom. mhe Fanily Planning_géSbciation
27=35 martimer Syreet, rondon yia 4QWe Tel, 01-636 7866, ’ | s

Britigp pPregnancy Advisorx Servikce has branches in Birmingham, Coventry,

Me§eyélde, Lgedg ancd Brighton, You could write to thenm, pirst Floor,

Gui,cdhall Buildings, yavigation Strcet, Birmingham p2 4BT, for leaflets etec,,
ommerical @& manufacturers are 2 good source of free literature and

nocdels - we have a great model of g uterus wit. a cail in 3§ i
: d p . it, real sige from
GD Searle the Pill-pmakers, sonme produce lavishly illustrateé books aboét

fomens gealth groups known about and existin ph |
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One day wetll make our fortunes teachine .
Well, ot e ibe n§ SeX education an
Contact us at,

4 Hilton Road,
Leeds 8, Alison g Penny

& George and the Womems H.alth Group;
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Sexisia in the Classroom- some brief uotes for discussion,

1. Attitudes and Expectations.
2 )Do you excuse behaviour in boys that you would not tolerate in girls
because'boys will be boys'? When girls are fighting do you say,"1'n
surprised to see two girls fighting, aren't you ashamed of yourselves,etCe,

b)Do you have different expectations of children's work, e.g. girls are
expected to be neat, careful, to try and give teacher what she/he wants.
Hoys can be more adventurous and independent, aren't expected to have
neat handwriting etc,
Do you sugzest topics to them in a sexist way? A teacher at ny school
came in to do a 'demonstration'lesson when I was a probationer and
started like this:"We'll write a story todo with the sea today boys
and girls- the boys will probably want towrite an exciting story about
pirates or subuarines. You girls, well you could write about mernaids
or something.,"

2o Classroon organization,
Do you organize the class by sexye.gegirls line and boys line :ior going
down to the hall, children seated in class according to sex. JO you
punish boys by making then seat next to girls or vice-versa? Do you
discipline/bontrol boys by calling them 'big daft girlis', or girls by
saying theyre 'acting like boys'.,
Yhen talking to kids or sending messages home, do you assuue that'iun'
is at home and that it is'lium' who should be concernede.g. !'tell your
ium to sew a new button on', 'tell your lum you were sick', 'tell your
fum you need a packed lunch for the trip!.
Do you pick girls to help with the tidying up because they are better at
1t? In ny school the head asked for some 4th year lads to move the chairs
for the Xmas concert and sone girls to wash the cofiee cups.
5« Things it aight be better to do.
a)The opposite of all the points in 1. and?2,
b)Incourage bhoys and girls to do sewing, foothall, cooking, tidying,
washing-up etc, Ridicule boys who say girls can't play foothall by
exanining everyone's feet, ditto with sewing, exanining hands,
counting fing.rs etc,
c)Use whatever non-sexist resources you can find or maske, Do 'the lst
wonan in space' as well as 'the lst man in space'!,etc, When reading
traditional stiéries, change the roles around so that the poor,feeble,
handsouwe Xnight gets rescued, -
c)Don't necessarily discourage girls from fighting-they probably need to
learn how to defend themselves. aen prinary school girls'complain'
that boys are lifting their skirts up, or chasing them, tell them to
pull the boys trousers down and chase back.,
Discussion openers for use with older kids,

. S o L S

1. Have the girls couiplete either or both "J would (would not) like to be
& man bvecause...' Jor the boys substitute "woman". This should indicate
v.:at they see as the advantazes of each sex and how they perceive the
¢ivision of roles, | |
2. Another way of putting the above-"If I were a boy(girl), I would {1like to)..
Do they feel they can't do or becowe these things, given their actual sex.
B.ge If & girl says "If I were a boy I would clind trees and play football,
she should be asked if she does climb trees and play football, why not
if she doesn't would she like to, what makes her t .ink she can't, etc.
5. Keep a running list of'ways I have benefited by being 2 nale/female
today'!., Or keep two parallel lists, plus and minus.
4. To illustrate how sclcctive generalization works, give some facts about
-11eén and have the pupils generalize from then. Ior examples MACTsiien have a
much higher incidence of heart discasc than women,GH simployer to male
Job applicant:"I'n sorry but we can't take the risk of enploying a man for
this job, you Jight have a heartattack in the cockpit and crash the plane.

A  RUBAR N 9 - b o .
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F.CT:The male hormone testosterone is considered by many scientlsts
to be the cause of agression:GEN:llen are always fighting and gett—
ing violent. They ca:i't be trusted in positions of power.
5.Role reversal gsames— ccnduct a marriage cersuony in which the
mother gives away the gr om, they're pronounced woman and husbgnd,
and become Mrs.and Ilr.Jane Smith. Have students conduct interviews
With prominent men, asking them for their favourite home repalr
techniques, how they combine marriage and career, what glze suit
they wear, h w thay manage to stay ycung and handsome.
6.Have girls write on "What 1 1ike best about bedng a woman",
BWhat I hate nost ahout women', "What I like most din men 7,
"What I hate most in men", "What I like most in men®. Revsrse
for boys. Compare and discuss the male a:;.d fema}e.llkes afd
dislikes. Are they compleneatary, similar, dissimilarsetc?
7. List words and phrases referring to unmarried women. To
unmarried men. / _
8. Have fenales prete:d they are male and plan their future.
Reverse for males. ; ]
9., Have females pretend that marriage is not an alterative and
nlan their future. . _
10.Have studeits monitor T.V.ads, T.V. programmes and comic strip
charactsrs for examples of sexism.
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THE WORKL'G WOiuN'S CUART R,
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1. The rate for the job, regardless of sex, at rates negotiated by the trade uni
-ons,with a national nininua wage below which no wages should fall,
2.7iqual opportunity of entry into occupations and in promotion, resardless of sex
and marital statesd
3e.lqual education and training for all occupations and coupulsory day release
for all 16-19 year olds in eaployaent.
4.orking conditions to be,without deterioration of previous conditions, the
sane for wouen as for men, ‘
D.The reioval of all legal and bureaucratic inmpediuents to equality,e.g.with
regard to teuancies,nortgages,pension scheues, taxation, passports,control
over children,social security payments,hire-purchcse agreenents,
6.Iuproved provision of local authority day nurseries, free of charge, with exten
-ded hours to suit working mothers., Provision of anursery classes in day nurs-
eries. .Oore nursery schools,
{T+18 weeks naternity leave with full nett pay spread before and after the birth
of a live childy7 weeks after birth if the child is still-born., o disnissal
during pregnancy or 1aternit¥ leave., o losgs of security, pension or proaotion
prospectse.
8.7'ai1ily planning clinics supplying free contraception to be extended to cover
every locality. .ree abortion to be readily available.
Jeianily allowances to be increased to £2,50 per child, including the first child.
10, To caapaign anongst woaen to take an active part in the trade unions and in
political life so that they may exercise influence coumensurate with their
nunbers and to campaign amongst men trade unionists that they may work to
acheive this ain, :



HoReh bedc oPrg and tre Unions.

68% of the oachlvg,“orCﬂ is female., The 1',U.Ts is the larsgest
union with about 229,000 women members, 745 of its total mombor81p.
It is well knowm that the NUT doces not further the 1ntorosts ox its
women members in terms Oi policy or represcantation:+of the exec-

utive a*e women, as arc 3 of the 42 appointed officials, PFacts like
these have téndcd to encourage some women to join the U.WeT.,
However this tmion is very pr0!0“~wonallst in charactcr and oricnt-—
atcd towards carccr women - (ic wemen without family tics)It also i=a
takes a more right wing linc'oin cducation in general, It has
traditionally becn dominatcd by thell, A.S (Wthh union actually
opposcd the 1mplo¢on,ublon of cqual pay) and will soon bec merging
with theme The 'HUT is the largest and most !'progressivetof iho toa~
chcers unions and has the greatest. p031tlvo potential,

The under ropre%uatatlon of women in policy and control of the
union should not bc sccn as a scxist manocuvre by a group of male
chauvinists but as a problom which reflects the rcal oppression
of women in this socictye. iiowcver the problem of gctulnw mass invoe-
lvcment in the Trade Unions is a sencral onc and not confined to
Weiled, The burcaucracics of thce unions ncver recally scck to involve
the membership in acvivity becausc d01ﬂ6 so would cndanger its own
position. The problem of involvement is accartuated in the IUT
because the lecedership ao nothlng to attenpt to dcal with the
spceific problcms. that wonoa facc, lowever, tiis canmot be resolved
simply by orgariizational changes in the union's structure,

“ithin ‘the union wo mast continually. raisc discussion and make
demands about the position of womene There arc secveral areas

1)Unlon Democracy
"Je should dcmand that union mecctings arc held in school time.

In most unions the long woriking day is a barricr to active parti-
01pat10n,'women have the additional burden of fTanily rcsponsibilite
ies to prevent them attendinge Union mcetings held outside school
hours should always have creche racilitics, Local Associations sho-
uld do surveys to ascertain the extent of the peedl .i» ~

2)liaternits leangm;aA;"y'81oLness lcaveetc,
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See paper on the Yorking Vomen's Charder,

vhen formulating demands we also have to congsiderthe problems
that women face as teachers, lMass involvement of the mcmbership
will not come about through the demands outlined gbove. We must
take up ‘the fight ag cainst women's oppression within those campalrns
that attempt 0 solve the more general problems of teaching, There
arec at present threc main arcas:

1 )Salarics. |

A central part of the struggle should be to take up the relation
of scalcs and low pay to the woman tcacher. Houghton justified the
low increcases on scalc 1 by dangling the carrot of promotion
before us - but the majority of women are non-graduaics tcaching in
primary schools a:d likely to rcmain on Scalce 1.

2) trathiopminfrgiryicny coniract cte.

In the primary spherc therc is practlcally no allocation of frec
pcriods. Thus school preparation and marking must be done at home
where women arc alrcady overburdened with faqlly TOSponolbllltICS.
The problem of class size particularly affects primary schools.Thec
questions of sick leave for family illncss, maternity lcave 2TCs
should all be taken up in relation to the contract.

3)Bducation cuts. |

The resent cut backs affect all teachers. lomen suficr partlcu-

larly because of the cuts and non-cxpansion of nurscry cducation
and the non=-cmployment of part-time toachors. Alrcaey ih several

areas the Charter Campaign has becen active in fighting the cuts in

the nurscry programmne,

Therc arc many othcer issues on which should attcupt to formulate



llow Teachers can take up the Vorking Vomen's Charteér (ﬁlﬁgﬂpggggg§§}9§§l.

a)Pay
Teachers are supposed to have equal pay- but it would seen that sone

are paid more equally than others:1)Over + all woilen teachers are on Scale
1. 2)Over half all nen teachers are on old Scale 4 and above, 3)& of wouen
teach in primnary schools (where fewer scaled posts are available because
less points are allocated for younger children)40?ar 10re woiien than nen
enter teaching from ttaining colleges and thus do not qualify for graduate
perks, (i7B. Houghton has increased the graduate/hon-graduate differential)
5)Wonen teachers are often not given jobs of respomsibility because:

-if they aren't narried they'll get narried and probably stop work.

~-if they are narried they'll get pregnant and have to stop work,

-if their husband decides to change jobs and mnove, they'll change as well,

Ls well as these factors, discipline and control are often associated
with violence and physical strength which are charecteristics not
attributed to wonen,
Therefore the deaand for abolition of the scales sndldhe graduate/non-grad.
differential should be included in pay demands as it would henefit most
woiien teachers,
b).laternity Leave.

. e aal S B R ]

The cpntg ct under which nost people are at present eiployed states
that a¥%5§193 eeks we are entitled we are entitled to 7 weeks leave before
the birth and 11 weeks after. The first 4 wecks on full pay, the rest on
= pay. Unless you provide a nedieal certificate after 18weeks you st go
back to work. You have no job security after 18weecks, This provision is
not adequate and hasg :iany loopholes, Our demands should be a)the extension
of naternity leave to 18 weeks before and after the birth. b)no loss of
increnents, pension rights etc..c)Paternity leave for 18 weeks aftcr birth,
d)provision of nurseries so that teachers can returm to worke)the right to
naternity leave for all unaarricd uothers and part-tiners,
c)Fauily Sickness Leaves

The present I.L.L.A. ruling on fanily sickness leave is that 3 days a
year are allowed., (Sone authorities differ). This is obviosly not adequate
and in uany cases would nean considerable loss of pay. e should denand that
it is :ade the sane as it is for personal sickness ie.,you phone up for the
first 3 days and then produce a doctor's note for the person you have to look
after to cover you for the duration or the illness,
d)Contract of Service.

Obviously a good contract of service would benefit wouen particularly.
If they teach in a prinary school they don't get any marking and preparation
tine during the day, and in secondary schools free tine is often taken away.
If wonen have dounestic counuittiients they have little tiue in the evenings.
Also included in this contract of service should be conditions such as
natemity and fanily sickness leave,
e)lursery facilitics
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The provision of nursery education is one of the first things to be
axed by the education cuts., The provision of nurseries is essential, not
only educationally, but to proviée proper carc of childrcn while parents
are at work or out, The demand on the ‘harter is very abstract; a good way
of taking up the canpaign would be to deuand nurscries attached to schools,
u.8e Nurseries attac:ied to each school, provided by the L.#.A. and the
local council and open to all teachers, ancillary workers and parents of
children who attend the schools, This would be the 1st step in a canpaign
to provide nurseries for all under 5's. |

(ox further inforaation contact Jane Leggett, 18,1insbury Park Rd.,
e London 1i4. 01.226.2491)
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2thc Unions continued. policy for the I'UT: the control of.seX;st
books,curricular and practices; carcer and job opportunitics 1&_

' . investisating. whi do not of er mirls apprenticeshl
%%C%éu%feg5y%nwﬁ§§ly%5fn%he 16h 48nPR%cRue T eBEE1Re R8T TiscusE thE
“jorking Jomen's Charter, so we suould discuss today cxactly tThe way

we want the lcadership to take up vhe questions



The sacking of CHE member John Warburton from 8t. Marylebone C.RE.

* gchdol has focused considerable attention on the plight of the homosexual
"teacher. Good. But there's a lot more to the issue than a simple dispute
abotu the right to sack, Quite obviously the sacking itself is extremeley
important, It comes at the same time as a more general pattern of harassment
of militants both in teaching and in the social services. It also marks

the beginnings of what could be a big crusade against homosexuals. The

Hous of Commons, and the Home office are already considering questions
raised- by Jill Knight MP about the presence of homosexuals in the social
services, Ms Knight's attitude is not believed to be sympathetic, If then
we recognise that there 1s writing on the wall and that it is not pleasant

we can say two things: firstly anyone who believe at the main issue
'1s simply a trade union fuss over victimisations which issues like
homosexuality enly impinge 1in a minor way is, not put too fine a point e

on it, living in cloud cuckoo landy on the other hand it would be equally
absurd to try to see anti-homosexual activity in isodation from the
whole pattern of repressive activity. :

There is a certain logic te the weedigg out operations heing
undertaken in teaching, in social services, and to alessere extent in health.
The sackings and harassments are being ubhdertaken at the same time as big
cut backs are being made in expenditure on schools, hospitals and ( the
latest casulaty) libraries. Now, actually most of the cutbacks so far are
simply cut backs in growth ( no new staff taken on, building programmes
abandoned) or attempts to cut corners ( high alumina cement e.g.) which is
to say they are the thin end of the wedge. But even that thin end is being
vigorously pratested against, most noticeably in the health service. If the
whole wedge then 1s to be pushed into place then the tougher knots of
resistance will have to be eroded. Whence the sackings.

Why the cutbacks ? There has been some mention in the press of an
economic crisis., What that crisis is about is a decline in the rate of profit
made by businesses and enterprises, Tradtjonally there are three ways out
of such a problem for those concerned.Expand the marke}, for example by
spreading overseas. That's not one firstly because in the restof the
capltalist world exactly®?the same problems exist and secondly because the
third world has already been mopped up one way or the other. Alternative
two is te have a war, However the western nations have got so good at that
particular littletsick that its now too dangerous vene for them., Alternative
three is to knock down wages( cheaper labour better profits). That was tried
in Britain during the period of the tory government., Large numbers eof workers
( most dramatically and finally the miners last february) showed reluctance
to have their pay packet mucked about with. Upshot - enfi of tory government
and end of punch up- steategy. That doesn't leave very many eptions. The whole
business bescomes, for capitlaism a matter of getting in through the back dooe,
Since its obviously not possible to bash your way to wage cuts you must
either invite the cooperation of the victim or sneak Uup on her unawares,

The first approach can be seen at work in the present stream of nonssanss

from every quarter about the fiational interest. On the one hand there's the
amazing 'please lay your head on this chopping block' social contract. On

the other there is parliaments new found abilty to tune up the machinery

for bashing militants by doing se™over issues which 'aren't economic', The
sort of nasty implitdations in this sort of jigiery pokerey become plain

ence you lokk at the dtermined assault by Rey Jenkins en civil rights in

the prevention of terrorism act. This legislationxaXxexid ostensibly aimed
solely at Irish republicans ( who at least have the benefit of several dceade
s experience eof such laws) in fact is used in a far more wide mnging way. The
implied suspension cof habeas corpus in its provisions was used to ensure

the detention without trial of the Italian immigrant marxist ¥Franco Caprino,
The final starnd,incidentally, is this particular web ef nastiness is that
the helding chargge used on Eparimo was teken from the immigration acts

The same clause has been used to justify witeh hunts amongst the immigrant
population up and down the countr§; And of course these sort of stunts come
aff becuase the workinz class in : itain, for all its trade union strength,

is politically very weak. Raéism, anti-Irish fecling, and sexism have great
strength. They can and are being used as vehicles for a more general repressio
le
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There is a lesson for us to._learn-here, We canpot fight for the
rights of homosexuals, nor can we ehgage in economic self defence without
being able to fight for an alternative education systeme Such a system
must give sexuality ( and within that homosexualtiyy) iss proper place
and the changes must extend to all corners of the education system, Of
course one camnmot seperate education about sex from the context of education
as a whole. At the same time it is impossible to divorce the struzggle
over sexuality in education from the wider dimension of sexual struggle.
Most erucial of course is the need to take a stand on the situation of
housewives and women workers, But there are very many other matters - the
sexual rights of children for instance ( it is 1nteresting that sex educatiion
ig always considercd to be a secondary school 'subject') which are at
present non-existent. The right of children to learn by experiment and
experience has cpmpletly disapperaed if itesger existed, Within this we
can see two very important things about homosexualitys firstly that
any attempt to promote the independent sexuality of women automatically
increases the importance of lesbiansim in people's minds, Thergfore,
cenversley, any attempt to fight for the sexual independence ef women will
fail if it is feught for on a purelyXTHEREIEXIXKIGAR heterosexual basis,
Secondly if you are in favour of the liberatlon of women and sec the
economic importance and the importance to women's liberation of abolishing
the family thenit is impossible to hold the view that sex 1is primarily
procreatives Once you junk that idea then the notion that the physical sex
of the person (s?) you aré carrying on with 'matters at all starts to look
very silly. In short, at every level from the crudest economic demand
upwards the demand for the right of homosexual self expression 1s an
integral part of the actiV1ty. It is nessecary therfore to CONSCIUOSLY
AND POLITICAILY recognise this.

On this basis we reject the laughable ideas of those who try

to ‘restrict the struggle round education to simple Trade Union obaectives°
At the same time however we must be absolutley clear that the gay issue
in educatlon cannot be seprated off in the other direction elther, It is
absolutley tal that homosexuals are grouped together, that their isolation
is overcunm wr might add that in that process the interests of homosemual
women ( w%nce prcblems are evem greater than those of the men since
the existenc rf lesbianism is barley recognised) must be paramount, But
these sort o S DS are only first steps, The most pressing overall need
a8 Lo caryy th& ctruggle on the gay question out into the supposedly)
heterosexnal macsees, to make it in PRACTICE part of an integrated struggle.
There is no seperate gay solution anymore than there is a seprate heterosexuadi

solution.

I have given here a brief and discursive account of ideas I feel
to be important to the discussion. In closing I want to make two further
polints both of which focus my material, though in different ways, The first
ig that granted the omnlpresence of the police and the law in the lives

af homosexuals ( and not just men- clubs fer homosexual women aArX get more
than their fair share of police attentien) and granted the importance of the
same things to the more genral operationax of the ruling class, then the
central issue at the present tlme i1s that of the STATE. The actlvity of the
state gives a sharp edge to the nessecity for us to get political answers

to sexual questions and remphasises that our solutionsxxtiaXx are revoliutionary
solutions.The second focus is a practical one, On May 10th-11th there

occurs at Leeds IPolytechnic the first national conference of gay working
people. This conference is open equallt to the gay movement, the left and

the trade unior mevemeny, and the womeiss movement. The issues will get
another airing there.

MARTIN O'LEARY.




Workin~ lomen's Chorter Workshop 1eport.

The digcussion wes led off Ly Jane Leggett from ackney ~'.U.T. .uongst other

OO

thin~s she described what had been done Uy Tackney . .U.T.= o .i0tion of support
for the chorter had been proposed by a group of teachers who hod been working
on the harter. It was passed Ly the Association who then held a neeting on
the ‘horter. Initiclly they looked at the sexist coatent of ".ooks anc
agaterials and at wording a otion for ational co..ference. .. sub-coiliititee
of the Assoc, was formed, and followving a local conference o the Chearter, &
joint conaittee with the L.T.T.I. wes set upe

“he first caupaign they are teking up is on nurseries. They have put
forvard & :notion to the Lssoc, denanding aurseries attached to all schools. to
be provided by the Local futhority, for the use of aucilloary workers, teachers
and parents of children at the school. If the wotion is passed they will then
call a ueeting.c.d atteapt to iivolve all local tenents end coixunity groups,
Troede Unions etc., through the use of such things es petitions, surveye,etc,
Points brought up in the discussioil, ~
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Position of wonen re, atiouel Insurance- a woilen gets less sickness benefit,
If the husband is at houe looking after the kids, =nd the wife working, a. d
sihe hecoiies uneaployed, she can.sot cleaiin for her dependents,

rogition of unaarried wounei: teachers who have ci:ildren-they iay he sacked,
7€5i5§férfed, IbdggmbET“wﬂgﬂm%ﬁéir kids are sick etc. (see "Please :is" A report
on the experiences of sone unuarried nothers in teaching.Pul.lished by One
Parent ianilies,255,Kentish Towm Rde,LOndon,iTW5 2LXe. 15p) :etemity benefits
are at present discretionary for unnariried teachers, although the proposed
new contract wouldVvexclude any reference to .xarital status'.

tuestion of ausending the W.W.Charter- It was felt that the Charter could be
inproved, but that this ould best be done at a big lational Uonference

called for that purpose. Useful publicity and discussion wuld arise from
nokilizing for xk it, and it would avoid the counfusion of having lots eof
sligntly different Charteors. The Rank and ile Teachers group's Woien's
Charter was nentioned, but was felt "« to be totally inadequate, e.g.it
¢idn't include denands on social issues,on abortion it asks only for tine

off for an abortion, ond it is divisive because it only rcfers to teacliers.
The J.W.Charter wes felt to have the potential of uniting all working wo.ien
and aen around denands which tackled both the social and econoiic aspects

of inequality.

This led to a discussion about the aiyth of equal pay- thatunequal

opportunity and direct discrinination :iake what is in theory equal pay, in
fact, unequal pay.The social issues behind equal pay cre never teken up, but
we :must explain then to the Trade Union unoveaent - /e could txry to get the
ffeU.Ts to sponser public :1eetings on equality in education, explaining why
end how woilen find the i.selves in the worse jobLs, exaiining apprenticeship
sche.ieg etc,

The probleu of getting wouen involved in the union was discussed. As well

as nurseries kmimxxaxyg and crecihes being a prerequisite, it was elso felt that
neetings should bhe held in school tiue.

1975 is International Vonen's Ygar and also, supposedly the year of equal pay
end scx discriuination legislation- hoth of thcese were seen as rneaningless
and ineffective hecause they represent o foriial recornition of a problen
without providing the concrete, practical iieans of iuproveuent,

A notion of support for the Charter had been voted to 6th position of the

notions for HW.U.T. conference at Laster,ut it was felt that we should not sit
back waiting and hoping that conference would pass the riotion and the 75%
el e Lxecutive give a lead in the strug;le. It was decided that a nationally
coorainated pressure group was needed to take up canpcipgns in the localities
with & view to holding a couference on the Charter and the i .JL.T, next

autuwm., The first steps towards building for this were a neeting on the
Charter at the I7.U.T, conf., and a national nceting in the sunier tem to
discuss and plen activities and the organization of this conference.

All those wishing to Le infomied alout the neeting and/or the conference should

contact Cath yo Young,58,Wishford Point,I Ingleshan Talk, Hackney,R9517,




Wonen and the :'.U.T, Workshop report.
The discuscion was introduced by Deny Fitzpatrick of Westininster 17.U.T,

A lot of the discussion duplicated that in the W.W.Charter wozrikshope.

Tt was felt thet there was a need for sone kind of national organization and

coordination of canpaims against sexisa etc. The exa.ple was given of the
Hourshton report and subsequent pay settleiient, which apart fron being in an
overall sense disasterous for teachers and the education systei,Worsens
particularly the position of woien teachers. The najority of wouen are at the
bottorn end of the scale structure, and Houghton gives 108t to those neares?d

the top a..d increases the diiferentials Letween scales. & nationally

orgenized caucus coula have produced and distributed aaterial explaining

these facts to woilen teach:rs. Sone London teachers pointede out that in

so.ie recent Tondon strikes, prinary schools with largely fenale staffs had

Leen anongz the most niilitant schools.,

The question of wouen's caucuses was then discussed at sone lenzthe-whether
there was a need for one and how it could be organized. ::08t people were

in favour of the rizght of oppressed gr . ups such as wo.ien, blacks, etc., tO

for1 caucuses in unions., However, it was felt that since the il.W.Ulharter

had fairly wide support in the i7.U.T., having been voted to 6th position in the
1ist of coaference ..otions sent by Local Associations,active campaigns !

hased
around this were probably the most useful wey of raising and fizshting on the
question of Women's Oppression, "ot in the 17, UsTe, for the present at least.
Tt was felt that we should fight to nake the ¥.U.T. take up all the uiain
issues being discussed at the conference e.ge.-support for victiudzed goy
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teachers end assertion of the right of teachers to be houoscxual a.d not
to have to risk losingz their job or pronotion prospects if they are open
about it, -canpaigning for the provision of non-scxist books aud teaching
aaterials, mmnd for something like a non-sexist code of practice ‘or the class-
roon,Using the weight of the union to persuade publich ers, writers;etc.,
to provide Letter naterials. '
We decided that pickets of Look exhibitions and publishers would be a
possible useful way of gaining publicity and spreading ideas and infori-
ation,
An cubargo/ban by the 7.U.T. on one particularly offensive reading schoue
wes secn as a possible useful focus for a campaign. Soileonc pointed out that any
caupaigm involving provision of new or different naterials would have to =0
hand-in-hand with caapaigns for the restoration of the cuts in education
spending, and for an increase in spendinge.

he b 8, & £ se¢ issues, and that the
ceapaigns should be active on a local level, and involve as :aay people as
possible,
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Report on the A.T.T.I. (onfereincCe.
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AT the A.T.7.I.(Assoc, of teachers in technical institutions) annual confere-
nce this .oy a women's rights wmotion was &ac epted with only 2 votes againste

It incor porated the orking lonen's .harter and asks for the right to one
year's unpaid leave for either parent on the birth or adoption of..a child.

It also denands 4 weeks paternf%y leave with all provisiosns applying equally 1o
aarried or unmarried parents. In an amend:ent to the motion delegates voted in su
support of a woman's right to choose an abortion and pledged opposition to

amegs vVhite's Lbortion (Limendment) 2ill.

The chairperson of the A.T.T.I.'s women's rights working paxrty,

‘s lMargaret Rawlings, said thet 1T was hypocrisy in Internstional Women's

Year for Parlisment to be considering restrictions on the freedon of woien

+o choose. If the Bill were accepted it would not reduce the number of abortions
it would merely foree wonen to accept the lmmense dengers of the back-street
abortionist. Other delegntes said that the bill was a disaster for working class
Woien .- . .8.5arah Clegg said it was the victims of rape, those living in over-
crowded conditions, and those already enduring tie orectest social deprivation
who would suffer most if the bill became law, 'What this ©“ill will do is make
it illegal for us as teachers 1o even inform students who come to us for help
and advice about the option of abortion', she told delegates.




Sex lducation Workshop Report,

: OutliﬁéugfmgbazahéTg:égébzien5E§“€éaching' hig subject to 11=13 ycar
olds in a Covenf%?uﬁgﬁbryhensive. Jound theu very interested in factual
infornation and the nechanics of contraception, etc. Problens encountered
included a)Linitations of teaching iateriald e.g.BBC filas, iieny provide
good Lackground information but there is a shortage of good follow-up
aaterial, particularly for things which lie outside purely factual info.-
one proble. was that the pupils caue fron a variety of racial aud social
backrrounds,. and had been socialized into very different attitudes towards
sex. Indian pupils were nostly shy and relatively ignorant. while a lot of
West Indian hoys ,even. at that age, were out to'get a lay'. Therefore the
subject necded to be approached in ways that were 2ore than just factual,
b)links with =0 a),~ the probleuas of boundary definition. Cen
sex education Le seen as gonething separate from, say, the study and quest-
ioning of soecial values? This is 2 particular problen for socialists and
feaxinists, How can we attack social conventions without threatening kids'!
nost Lasic beliefs and security? To what extent and in wvhat way should
honosexuality be discussed? How can we get away fro. the strong teudancy
to identify sex as only soanething which toakes place within the fauily?
2., How to teach sex education. To what extent should the teacher utilise
personal experience? The eneral feeling of the ~roup was thot this is
uesirable«- In a french lesson a teacher will naturally talk about her/his
visit to i'rance last suiler. The denger isthat sex uizht be set apart as
sonething other than nornal and everyday, and aystified even iore than it
is already. An account of a personal experience can often act as an ice~
. breaker and encourage pupils to De less isiervous in talking about their own
experiences and worries. R s
3.4ttitudes of headteachers and L.I.A.s, @:d the restrictions which these
iipose on teachers., i v
a)The case of John Warburton was nentioned., He is a teacher who was ban:ied
fron teaching in inner London schools bLecause he refused to sign a stateuent
pro.ising not to hention houosexuality outside the confines of a structured
sex education curriculua approved by the head, This olLviously reflects an
anti-gay attitude on the part of the T.L.D.A., which generally extends into
onyarea which is not strictly adhering to social wnventions-i.e.sex within a
;onozarious, heterosexual, legally sanctioned relationship. To what extent
nkgnt this attitude affect the teachers alility to teach'!sexuality! i.ce=
cex as soaething to be enjoyed , and how to enjoy it.
b)ﬂrequeﬂtly sex education subsuned under P.il., or Biology, ond often given
inore frequently to girls rather thon boys. Low priority in education pro-
greinie 18 reflected Ly the virtual alsence of sex education :irou all CJoll,
of Iduc, schedules., Leads to aang teachers fecling unqualified to teach it.,
¢ )What should be done? Feed for teaching and student unions to press for
chenges. Given that great changes are unlikely imiediately, studeunts could
take the initiative and forn their p own study sroups on the subject.
4.”nggg;Eeoglqul;gggimgggm;gﬂf discussion about the law as it relates to
youirg people and how this afiects sex education egs the age of cousent,
neaical and parental attitudes*towards providing contraception for under
16s, Should teachers be active in pressing for changes in the law? To what
extent should they discuss this with the pupils?
S.Usiing outside speakers for sex education- for and against.
or-aight nake the kids :iore relaxed and forthcouing Lecause they would not
associate the speaker/group with school suthority.-Outsiders would have
less to lose by non-conforuity.
Against-Unless a series of discussions could Je arranged, follow up would
be difficult and the whole thing pointless.-If any speaker represented on
interest (eg. worked for a particular céntraceptive fim) he/she uight give.
an-unbvalanced survey of the full range of gethods/éervices availables .
There was also & discussion about Wouen's Health Groups. Vhile wost of us
asreed that it was desirable that women should know their owm bodies and
that wch.of the :ystique of uedicine should be reaoved, soue doubt was
expressed about the value of concentrating too nuch on the sexuality of one's




Sex Educ, Toriishop,cont, :

own sex and too little on that of the opposite sex. A&s already pointed out
cirls tend to receive nore sex education than boys, who are often more ;
ignorant., .iany people thoupght that nixcd classes were less successful Lecause
of adolescent inhibitions, so segregation night be useful soie of the tiue.

6.Sex Bducation in Priusry schools.,

On the whole we felt that the suject should not be reserved for secoudary
education, Lgt that all teachers should feel free to answer kids' questions
a8 they arose., Basic attitudes are foriied at a very early age so its iiport-

a1t to create an open straight forward attitude towards sex at an early. age.
7.S..’P.UOC. Q:l'ld III:;.;E._ |

ie discussed the influence which organizations such as these are having in
schools, and the importence of . equiping teachers td counteract their infl-
uence, Again, nore factual knowledge is needed by the teachers th.nselves,so
that they have the confidence to challenge the nyths propagated by taese
groups. It was sugzested that soiie heads night not let these groups speak o B 2
they knew exactly how they operated etc. 1t aight be a good idea for Wo.ien's
sroups to contact heads and explain  their tectics, and it night be possiltle
to get such organisations baonied frou schools throuzh the teaching unionse.

8.Assessuient.
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It was strongly felt that though the workshop had been interesting, it lacked
direction. Because the conference was not orgzonised on a delegate basis,
definite proposals could not be nade and voted on,(especially with rezard to
points 3,4 & 7). It was proposed that we should hold cnother, delesate based
conference in the near future, so that resolutions could be properly discussed

B8

and asreed on and brought up in the various unions involved asia bagis for - .3
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Children's books workshop report, - .
Turerous surveys show that wonen are un/nisrepresented in text, titles and
pictures, "o one wents to put down wo::en who do stay ot hoite- but even in
onr sexist society they do other things than placidly wash up, cook, and
serve dad's tea., In fact ,woiien forn over 37% of the workforce, but this
isn't shown in children's books.,
Twven saall children are already socialised into sex-role stereotypes- how
can you counter this in literature? How nuch influence can 6 hours a day in
school have anyway?
If there are no suitable non-sexist, non-racist books available, what
about n aking your own? ot naking zrules about not showing racisn, sexisi,
etc., but trying to show then in a context-You can't expect books to change
attitudes - but at least you could nake children aware that they are
attitudes, However, individual production of naterials places a treuaendous
burden on the teacher, and is obviously not the best solution.
Series such as "lippers" were discussed- They are supposed to be progressive
because they reflect society in a nore realistic way. In fact they only show
wonen ,in the sane stereotyped doiniestic roles as other kids' books.
Obvigsly, since a lot of wouen spend a lot of time cooking, cleaning etcC.,
they should be shown sone of the tinie in this situation; but it shouldn't
be portrayed as a totally engrossing, fulfilling and happy role to be in-
worien should be shown being tired, frustrated and fed-up at hoiie as well..,
The books andconics children are exposed to outside of school are also very
sexist. All the uajor couice are produced by 2 conpanies, th¢ production of
any radical conic would be prohibitively expensive,.Teenage nagazines are
also pretty horrifying - it uight be worth looking at then with a class and
discussing their content. |
Ideas for change
Pressure should be put on publishers, booksellers and buyers at all stages.
People should write to publishers conplaining about the sexist nature of a
book detracting fron what could have heen an excellent book. Ing ection
copies should be sent for and then sent back with similiar coiilents.
e nust educate teachers, unions and the public about the content of
children's books, Parents st be nade aware of the effect it has on their
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¢ Children's books, cont,
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children's aspirations ahd development. Things like pickets o£ book exhibi-. -:i:
-tions should be used to met prblicity and provoke discussion,

There was a need to look at all text books, not just children's readers.,
The Pullock report could be used as a Way of starting discussion of readers

and -nglish books,
One way of working at the present niight be to choose one particularly bad

schene and fight for the unions to put an eabargo on its use, The fact that - -

the Vorking Wonen's Chartsr is going to be discussed at the f.U.T. conference
could be a lever for getting local working parties set up to look at books
and naterials. f.U.T. meubers should rieet to discusgs this,

Iny infornation on non-sexist iaterial should be sent to: Non-sexis?t

bhlldren s ooks I'ewsletter, 22,S5tanmnore Road, LIEDS 4,
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Discussion on the iainily, workshop report.

To what extent can chang ce in the fanily ‘structure be absorved by bourgeois
society? ‘hat are the alternatlves to the fanily, and to what extent are they
really different? Legal ties :iieed not affect reletionships, role- playlng
etc.3living together, sharing the workload etc., do not change the ..’
econonic and ideological function of the fanily unit,

surseries were obviously necessary, but the kind of education given im then
was also inportant (ie it should be non-sexist).,

There was a discussion on living in collectives and the organizational and
other difficulties involved,-on what basis cpuld viable collectives be
foriied-econonic (pooling wages, sharing 'housework' ), -based on agreater
awareness of personal relationships, was & feeling of conauiti:ent, political,
or religious, needed? i‘ecessary to bring together and analyse nractlcal
experiences of alternatives,

There was a discussion the relationship of school to the faiily. Ts school
just seen as a dwaping place for kids to iree parents for work? would we
ideally get tid of the divisions between school, work and leisure? That
alternatives are there to school anyway?

There was a discussion on the politics of the fauily, its relatlon to the
bourgeois state. Is a socialist revolution for auy change with: . regard to
the fanily? Is the social ownership of the iieans of production necessary
for the prerequisites of co mmunal living to be created (eg socialized eaulng
facilities, laundries etc.)? In this context it was necessary to choos

dena.mds which challeaged the state and its ideology eg the de.:ands of the
Joixen's ..ovenent,

HOTTTHCGIAL  OTTEINCGHAL O JTHGHAM TOTTINGHAN HOTTINGHALL tOT*:J--. LT, WOV T GHALL
The ;ottlngham Women's centre is at 26,Vewcastle Chainbers, Angel Row,(ﬂeur
the Bell,Inn,) ﬁottingham vomen's ulberatloa group neets there every
Thursday at 8pm, The group is active in aany difierent caupaigns which meet
during the week, these include- The Wbrklno'dbmen's Chorter Janpaign(every
Ath Wednesday), the Battered Wiwes Caipzaign, nurseries and ¢hild (Care
caumpaign, ational Lbortion Caapaign and Women's Abortion and wontraception
caimnpaign, . The local newsletter can be obtained from 41, Cromwell Street,
fottinghai,

#or the best selection of books on VWomnen's Liberation available in the
Bast lddlands, visit PATHINDHR BOOKS, .Goldsnithe Street, ilottingham(near
Trent Poly Students Uuion.,.




Rgport of WOrKSth initiated ﬁyrpaubridme Wonen and lLducation group _
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on school visits to discuss sexisa ond the lonen's .ovesent ebc.
There were representatives fron C.H.liey G.L.:s, thel.L... ag well as teachers
at this workshop., ©0st ofthen had had sone experience of digcussing sexisu 1in
schools, |

ie found that we had several probleis in cowrion, ‘e agreed that a oile~0ff
visit was unlikely to be very fruitful for a nunber of reasons-lack of cont-
inuity and follow up, lack of contact with teachers, not knowing the children
or the teachers, di.ficulty of getting an'intinate' dis.ussion scoing in one
A0 iinute period, all these allowing sexisu to be disnissed as an 1lssue by
the schools and put away for another ycar,

The Cenbridge group is atteupting to reuedy soue of its own probleus of
this kind. /e 2re intending to write a pamphlet/questionnaire 10 precede us
into the schools and give sone prelindnary contact with teachers and pupils =
which we can follow up afterwards. Ve want to extend our contacts at the local
Collepes of Bducation. We are dlso thinking of having & holiday neeting with
21l the teachers whose classes we have visited this tern,

There were several useful sugzestionss: You can get children to write or

ape anony:mously eny eabarassing questions prior to your visit Which ‘ean’ -
then be dealt with in the discussion without enbarassing the individual child.
You can get 6 tapes and a pauphlet of the feuinist local radio series"llot

radio Sheffield,

Vie agreed that Loth teachers and 'visitors' could start this type o i
discussion with children of priunary school agesthat talking to teachers,
student teachers and P.T.A.s was equelly inportant, and that both wonen ahd
aen should be involved in this sort of work., One of the Canbridge group
stredded how iaportant it is to realise that we gan use qur ideas to put kids
dowvm if we fail to realise what they enjoy and Uit rOYa6kC8F alternative
life styles. 'ie nust have real alternatives to offer and in particular,
practical knowledge, (eg of contraception)., ° Ve aust understand how the
children's expeeience and therefore their iieeds nay be difricrent froa ours,.

Towards the end of the workshop we focused on our experieinceé of discussing
honosexuality with children and students., All of the problens and sugrestions
nmentioned earlier also applied to gay groups visiting schools ut there are

obviously sone additional difficulti es The subject of hoioscxuality is still
such more taboo than that of 'wuen', particularly whiere youngz children are
concemed, The experience of Bath C.H.B., who had had ® ne successs’

starting Gay Rights groups in the local university, but had only got mnto
schools! through the backdoor!', was general, Dif iculties in getting both uen
and wouen to talk about Leing gay had becn experienced, and one studeut
teacher gave an execiaple of the place of honosexuality on the College curr-
iculun-bhetween spastics and iental hospitals, | |

Finatly we azreed that it would be amtually beneficial for ‘Women's and
Gay groups to work tozether in this area,

Pogteeript I'ron’bne of the Canbridge group:”1 fecl it is necessary for
ay own and any siniliar sroups ¥® define our ains iniost clearly. On our schoal
visits are we trying to present our iiaze of the Viouen'!s:i.oveuent,w:d raise
the consciousness of teachers and pupils with rezard to sexisi and capitalisa,

or change the education systen? Or all of these things at once? .y owmn
concerm with the onen's [.oveaent and its dynaiic relation to the rest of
socicty s12ay not be shared by teachers who have to work in a divisive Educ,
Systeil, If we are clear about what we are trying to do in particular, we
aight be 1more effective in acheiving what we are all ailing for-in general-
the eradication of sexisn,

(Canbridse Woaen and Education group can be contected ®dx /0 J.Saith,

24, Hertford Streect, Canbridse)




Gey Oppression and cducation workshop report.

An;els Feedhan (Executive meuber, vanpaizn for Homosexual DBquality)

opened the discussion. She talked about the L.H.l, “auc vtion Cainpalgn which -
started about 2 years ago. There 1is @ nenuel for Cedll.i. groups. |
A discussion developed about, the John Warburton aflalr and the sort of
blacknail azreenent he and others are cxpected to sign- not to mention

snything controversial, like ho:osexuality, in the classrooil.

Bducation authorities hgve been approached by C.H.i. and the Gay : d[ishts
Working party of the I".C.C.L. ‘Therec, are different attltuaes towuds.the
subject fron heads, parents, and I.L.i -

T+ was stated that usually the Lack door appreach had to Dbe used to jet into
schools and talk to classes, as heads were often waxry of: responding to 2
direct request. llowever, fottm. and Derby C.L.h. and ot.er places like
Dthen and London have.had good reactions and nade zood Progress.
L Gay Rights caipaign has been going in the .U, 3.8, fey:gbont ' threc to
four nonths now. It is a siall group and help is needed frou pay teachers
end other zoy roups ii. education, |

R R produ01n5 a gtudy kit which should be ready by the end of next
term. Good pa 1ph1ets availaple were “Growing up hoanosesmel, and a .
leaflet froa C.H.i. entitled "£11 you wanted' to know about n01osexua11ty"
It was felt that sex was just one part of life, and for pleasure,
Honosexuelity is not just about sex,it is a way of life. Our fivst task
is to educate ourselves as liberated gays. To SﬂOW‘pCOQle that honosexuullty
can bLe )eautlful It was felt thut we should not be so closeted and .

should be nore open in talking to others. It was also felt that we

qould hehave in'straight!' pubs as we would in'gay'lones, '

Vi do aot want ‘to be! tolerated'but to be accepted in our own right.
e would appear to be a threat to society in that we do not produce
children and do not confor to the capitalist fanily unit., Ve wanted not
equelity as such, but sofiething better out of life. ¥e question the way the
w:ole of society functions. Hoimosexuality goes beyond sex; we seek a

non-lahbellistic society,

B R S L S O S 2]
GAY TEACHDRS GROUP. :
There are active Gey ‘"cachers Groups in meny parts of the country.
Inyone wenting to get in touch with one should contact Paul Patrick,
14,70olden House, Deptford Church Street, london, S.Z.8.

The group has been extrenely busy recently working for the ”elnstuteaent
of v1ot11lzed goy teacher-John Warburton, e has been blacklisted by
the T.L.L.A. who won't employ him unless he signs an undertaking not to

aention homosexuality in his lessons. He has been offered a job by the
governers of Holland Park school which he can't toke because of the
blacklisting. ils Caroline Wedgewood 'enn~chuirperson of the onernors of
Hollend Park School,said that asking a teacher to sign such an uﬂderta-
king was "discriminatory and sets a dangerous precedent®
ruture activities of the Gay Teachers Group include-=
| Presentation of John Tarburton s petition and the 1oboy of the
fiducation .:eeting of the I.L.. .4, on Tuesday 24th June gt 2.30p.a, Main

TSR o EIMoe i.‘f.—‘ _“o"_—‘

Entrence; County Hall, London, S5.i.1e. As many people as possible are urged to
attend at the tiae stated or imnediately after school.
QISCO ugturd&y 5thJuly at the Sols Amms, Pub s Hampstead .d. (”e’ est
tube- Warren Street.) 8pm uwtil nidnight,. |
' First Leetiggu.negt term- Wed, 10th Sept. University of L%ndon .

S:ugents Union, ;alet Street, W.1, lieet in bar at 7.30, meeting
at’ 8y | | | |

O coience




Adilthnal ilaterial on the Horltine Vomnl Cagruor.
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1):otion passcd by Vorth london Iggghgrs Association 'Ui.
"That the-AsSs6c,. agrece to work ieor: Beimpiomo ation of the

‘Torking ‘jomen's Chartor ond that in support of the Charter it will-
a)ﬂlvv publicity to the Islington Tradcs Council Charter sub-commit,
b)donate £5 to: the cost -of running the ovb-coulittOG; o SIS
c)fully publicise the creche to cneourage full atitendance at union:
mectings by parents who are teachers.
d)sct up a sub=com ittce to consider and auko r@comnundatlons to a
goneral neeting 0f Tthe assoCe Ont= .
i)equal cducation for girls.

ii)equality for women towch 3TS o

111)productlon of unbiascd tcaching matcrials.
The aim of this sub—committec should be to cncourage. thc Ffull
development of and cquality for girls and women at work and at ho*o
e)orraniso a mnceting of Islington parcnts and teachers to-discuss
the issuc of co=cducational V. 51ngln sex cducatione

Marther we demand thatie:
1)The ILEA should provide nursery facilitics for tecachers in schools

to bc controlled by stafi and parecnts who work - in and usSc NUrscrics,
In partlcular the nursergcsat Starcross School should be fully
ilnanced by the local authority.
2 YUnmarricd tecachers should have automatic rigats to waxornltj
leave and that therc should be no dismissal OLn r discrimination
rainst unmarried mothers because of thelr pregancy. | <
3”hc cxtension and improvement of paid maternity. lcave for tcachers
to 9 months,; to -be taken before or after the birth according to-. o
the wishes of the mother. There is to be no loss of holiday paye
4 )Patcrnity lecave should be introduced. Also nmcn toachorsdshould
bc given leave of abscnce so. that they could look after children
in illness or for longecr periods without loss of pension or other
rights,. |
5) The union note the difference between men and women teachcrs
average pay (£47 to£56) ard work to change the situation, especially
tlrouﬁh raising pay on the. lower scales,
6)gottcr provision should be provided for part-time teachcrs and
that they should be given and be able to rrtaln abovo scale posts
and should have sccurlty of tenure.,

Teconsidcr that the following atiendmcnts should be made to the:
Chardcr:=-a)iisert at the be~1na1ng""ull TeUnion ecquality for women;
cqual contributions with equal benefits. Union mectings to be held
in work time to enable women and men with family rcsponsibilities
to attend, 'here this is not p0531ble,.creche facilitiesa to he ¢
provided at mecetings.A campaign for the uwiions to unionise women
wo Tkers.b)add to T0.3 "All schools,including sccondary schools,
to be mixed, with an end to single scx colleges.” c)delote from

"0,6:"t0 suit working mothers", d) add at.the end of.Eostillio
QU%llLyln period of ScIrvice* or. loos of sickness benefite To apply
to 411 women, married and unmarricd." ¢) Add at cnd of Ho.8:
"organize” aﬂalnst SPUC and LIPFE and Ouhbr anti—~abortion groups"e.
‘f)Add Bl no 1y " % campulﬂn amongs$ men and women to obtain general
recognition of the need for both to sharec completely in the worlk
& rosponsibilities in the home. "o person should be required to
carry out two full-time jobs." gladd at end:"to offset. the insccur-
ity of seasonal, tcrm-time angiofhericasual and semi~-casual work,
we demand work Or fullpay with a guarantec of re-cmployment and we
2l1so call for the abolition of discrimination agzainst part—time
tecachers with family responsibilities”,

Thesc amenments should be submitted to the S.W.Regional “rades coun=-
cil through the lIslington Trades Council, but until accepted by
the region the Assoc. should usc the OYlelﬁ" Charter. The Charter
should be taken up at national meetings of T. U delebutes. /e urge
unions and trades councils to i plenoat the Charter at national level,
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The I',U.T, Conference, the Working Women's Charter and Abortion.
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iwany of the workshop reports refer to the fact thet, a motion of support for the
Yorking Women's Charter was due to be discussed at the I'.U.T. iational conference
at Iaster., The nmotion was proposed by Fottingham i'.U.T. and voted to 6th position
out of all the motions subnitted by the membership~ which demonstrates the v
wide support the Charter has in the r.U.T.

The digcussion did take place, and was easily the wmost heated debate to
take place this year, The executive had submitted a totally fecble motion as
en amnendment to replace our motion., It was proposed by two male members of the
executive, as all the women refused and was passed by the delegates (over £ of
shom mere male in a union that has a # female menbership), thus deleting all
refereace to the Charter. The motion we were left with is as follows-

"In support of International Viomen's Year, conference instructs the executive
to campeign vigorously for the elimination of discrinination on grounds of sex
in all areas of education, training,enployaent and rclated fields, in matters
of social welfare and in the provision of'goods, facilities and services',
onference further instructs the Executive to prepare for conference P76 a
report of progress achieved and indicating arcas of coxktinming discrimination',

The total inadequacy of this motion hardly needs spelling out, it is so
glaring. e can, at least, ineke use of the fact that a motion pledging
a"vigorous canpaign against discrimination" has been passed as part of the
motivation for +taking up in the N,.U.T. the canpaigns we think are important
in ways we think will be most effective; which in a lot of places will nean
continuing work on the Charter, the National Abortion Campaign, etc,

The main factor motivating the ixecutive's amnendment was o desire to avoid
the'controversial, divisive issue'! of abortion, lany Jrennan 1is an Exec, meaber
who opnosed their amendient, As she said in an excellent article in the Teacher
25/4/75, "“Any caunpaign which ignores the central issues of free family planning
and the right to free, medically safe abortion where this fails is unworthy of
a union which has played such a notable part in wonen's developinent in the past',.

At the precent tiue one of the most urgent issues on which the union
should be teking a stand is in opposing the James ¥hite Abortion (Amendnent)
Bill, which seeks to almost totally remove our already lithited right to abortion,
The Hottingham branch of the N.,U.T. passed the following motion at a meeting of
its council: "'his meeting of the Council of the ijottingham Teachers Assoc,
views with corceim the ppopdsed alterations to the Abortion Act 1967, as put
forward in +the Jamnes Vhite Abortion (Amendment) Bill, in particular with refer-
ence toz-a)The ract that it would deny the right of teachers to give information
and advice on abortion,even in the context of a sex education lesson,(Clause
5-1&3%). b)The fact that it would deny abortion to a young pregnant schoolgirl
unless Tt could be proved that her life or mental health were in grave dangexr"

h“ ]

It also agreed to send 2 delegates and the banner on the Vational Abortion

Canpaign "‘Penonstration on June 21st,

Bristol iT.J.T. have also passed a motion which sounds, as reported in the
press, @much better than the Hottm, one, It asked the lLixec, to oppose acivively the
Je Vnite Amenduent ond said the I.U.T. should announce they were against any
legislaticn which would restrict a woman's right to obtain an abortion, The iixec.
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deter¢1au§ 50 Keep i1ts hgad firmly buried in the sand, rejected this motion and
replaced it with one saying that urgent steps be taken to seek the assistance
of union iI.P.s to safeguard the position of teachers undertaking sex education
and pastorel ,care in schools,

Obvicsly we must put the maximum pressure on the union to change its posi
-tion, Anyone rn the H.U.T. interested or already 2ctive on this issue should
send thelir uame and address to Sally Hesuondhalgh, 186,Kings Cross itoad, London,
WeC.1X9DF (Phs(01-278=4575)4 .

Ine iational Aborvion Campaign was set up on iarch 3rd at a mneeting of
representatives frou over 20 Women's, political and trade union orgenizations.,
The following motion was passed at the first meeting:"That a national ad hoc

HIRP. + « 1 3 2 = pon » . Cre o -
comgltt,§ should be }aunched tonight with the aim of fighting restrictive
legislation on abortion, on the basis of supporiing a woman's right to choose
whether to continue or terminate a pregnancy”,

. There are now branches of the T.A.C. in nost towns . The National office
1s at 80,Railton Road, London, S.I.24,




