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#OMENS RIGHT TO HAVE BETTER AND MORE NURSERIES!

Nurseries are a fundamental necessity in the struggle against wone
oppression. Women are often forced to sacrifice their jobs to look after
children. Part-time jobs are badly paid and very insecure and it is made
difficult for a woman to take up a job again after she has had a child, A
woman commonly does'nt want to be tied to the home as she becomes very: °
isolated, it is often financially difficult and it is better for the child to
be with other children. .

Nursery facilities are most inadequate and the waiting lists are
getting longer and longer. There are 12,000 children on priority waiting lists
i.e. children under five in one- parent families,for day nurseries in England,
This ¥ighre~dpensr figure does not include the demand for places in tbose areas
where no list exists because there are no day nurseries. Over 40% of women who
are not in paid employment would me# return to paid work if satisfactory child
care arrangements could be made,

In the past facilities have been cut back unnoticed. Remember that
there used to be twice as many nurseries in Britain shortly after the second
world war. The recently announced cuts in expenditure are going to have a serious
effect on nursery provision and women are going to suffer most of all, Women's
unemployment is rising at twice .the rate of men's, which means that wa men are
being forced back into the home to take up their domestic roleé.l u

The VWorking Women's Charter Wan®s:-
"Free, state-financed, community controlled child care facilities
with flexible hours to suit all parent's, to be available for all
under-fives; the integration of day-care and educational facilities
the provision of play facilities after school and during the school
holidays for all children,"

Several WWC groups have made the nursery campaign their primary
campaign issue. Particularly in Lambeth and Hackney strong attempts have been
made to take the question of nurseries into various tirade unions to get active
support for the fight for bettter nursery services. It was found that a lot of
nursery workers had little or no union experience and they managed to force some
unions to make a real effort to recruit them and get them involved in union
activities. The charter groups carrled out some local reseerch into nursery
workers'! working conditions and found them.understaffed on low pay, and with
too many children in several of the nurseries. The nursery workers took their
complaints into their union and won a signlflcant victory with support from the
local charter group.

The nursery campaign rmust become an important battle for the Nottingham
Charter group and bBe taken to the trade unions. It must also be included as a prio-
rity in the general campaign agalnst cuts in public expenditure. The local WWC must
build up a comprehensive picture of the conditions of nursery workers in the mottm.

area and where possible help to fight to improve them., We need to coesordinate our
activities with pressure groups for*the under fives and the Nottm, Branch of the
National child care campaign (contact Margaret Purdey at 863894). This campaign
has carried on for several years and some local research has been done. In this
campaign, mainly unemployed, non-unionised mothers or parents came together to
organise round the following main démand:- "That local authorities should provide
free, flexible and community-controlled day care facilities for all children

undee the age of five years, together with the school-age children of working. |
parents." . B | - i

It is now time thet the Trade Union Movement took the question of |
nurseries seriously! It is important to stress that if the Labour Party |
branches, the action groups and trade unions do not take up the issue of |
nursery provision effectively, they are weakening their own struggle. They |
are cutting off and isolating mony women who could play a valuable and active

role and are also allowing the situation of their children to deteriorate
furthex.






















