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i?OMENS RIGHT TO HAVE BETTER AND MORE NURSERIES!

Nurseries are a fundamental necessity in the struggle against womeý
oppression. Women are often forced to sacrifice their jobs to look after
children. Part-time jobs are badly paid and very insecure and it is made
difficult for a woman to take up a ob ain after she has had a child A
"woman commonly does'nt want to be tied to the home as she becomes very:* *
isolated, it is often financially difficult and it is better for the child to
be with other children. p .

Nursery facilities are most inadequate and the waiting lists are
getting longer and longer. There are 12,000 children on priority waiting lists
i.e. children under five in one- parent families,for day nurseries in England.
This f®gar®e®eesee figure does not include the demand for places in those areas
lwhere no list exists because there are no day nurseries. Over 40% of women who
are not in paid employment would not return to paid work if satisfactory child
care arrangements could be made.

In the past facilities have been out back unnoticed. Remember that
there used to be twice as many'nurseries in Britain shortly after the second
world war. The recently announced cuts in expenditure are going to have a serious
effect on nursery provision and women are going to sufferzmost of all. Women's
unemployment is rising at twice the rate of men's, which means that walmen are
being forced back into the home to take up their domestic rol®ll u

Thg itking Women's Charter wsm-ts=-
jFree, state-financed, community controlled child care facilities
with flexible hours to suit all parents, to he available for all
under-fives; the integration of dayðoare and educational facilities
the provision of play facilities after school and during the school
holidays for all children." g o

Several WWO groups have made the nursery campaign their primary
campaign issue. Particularly in Lambeth and Hackney strong attempts have been
made to take the question of nurseries into various trade unions to get active
support for the fight for better nursery services. It  was found that a lot of
nursery workers had little or no union experience and they managed to force some
unions to make a real effort to recruit them and get them involved in union
activities. The charter groups carried out some local research into nursery
hworkers' working conditions and found themiunderstaffedy on low pay, and with
too many children in several of the nurseries. The nursery workers took their

. " ' I óP

complaints into their union and won a significant victory with support from the
local charter group. w voÄt L ñ s i

1 |
-.' -

The nursery campaign must become an important battle for the Nottingham
Charter group and be taken to the trade unions. It must also be included as a prio-
rity in the general campaign against cuts in public expenditure. The local WWO must
build up a comprehensive picture of the conditions of nursery workers in the hottm.
area and where possible help to fight to improve them. We need to coeordinate our
activities with pressure groups forvthe under fives andie Nottm. branch.of the
Rational child dare campaign (contact Margaret Purdey at 863894). This campaign
has carried on for several years and some local research has been done. In this
campaign, mainly unemployed, non-unionised mothers or parents came together to
organise round the following main ddmand:- "That local authorities should provide
free, flexible and communityðcontrolled_day care facilities for all children
vunder the age of five years, together with the school+age children of working.
parents." _ L

It is now time that the Trade Union Movement took the question of
nurseries seriously! It is important to stress that if the Labour Party
bPaþÂh@$. the action groups and trade unions do not take up the issue of
nursery provision effectively, they are weakening their own struggle. They
are cutting off and isolating many women who could play a valuable and active
role and are also allowing the situation of their children to deteriorate
further.
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T e D it first national oonferencei HE WOR IN WÄÄeÄÄ%ÄIÄÄÄÄ$$ÄHÄ5%ÄÄÄ9Ä;;gÄÄ:ncp :a3+Âry.imDnw&ani for it
n Coven#TY I eh C ó and also amendments to the Charter.forward for e ampaignd'scussed_the way y I t ' t f tuneately there was1 t 300 delegates went to the conference bu un or t d_ _

Abou i iniýý representatives. Most of the conference was spen 1B0uS$1n6f U t _ _ t
Ty aw that were going to be put to the Charter and hÁW thls was

mendTfñ*Ä I ' ht rhow amendments sheuldB.*þ6 to be done. There were two schools of thong on _t t d
$2 put (1) That the conference should decide on the amendments i wan e_ . . .. r d
but rather than ósay right this is the new charterbtike E2;gPZÃg3i:ethem
amendments back into the labour movement to get de a 6 ú_ t t the- - rs time 0 86 min an active and positive way and come back in a yee__ _ . . - - ' 3 d because they
finally ratified. The women arguing for this line *1 óS0 1 ns Etc on the
thought it would stir up more activity and debate within unto h; hith+ r _ t . . 11 -0 e
gharter rather than Just presenting them with a Fait ACQOTZ) Tgtqconfergnce
ÂÂu1d either say no to or say yes in a paper stamp wey- 1 h ý?grth'
should amend the Charter and that it would be the nÂW schiggzglljnggiýeró
After much debate it was decided that the first way Wa P y
It was decided to set upra National structure for the campaign th15_wÁu1d
consist of '- (a) A national delegate conference every Year to degtde mijor_ uh _-1. _ i 1 -.- l l l t Llls

olicy of the Charter Campaign. The WWO will only be amended a t1i~ con er~P i i i .r  i -e ' d -b a National
ence. (b). Between conferences, policy would be decide dd here Doqgible. - t - - ' ths an W i- óLeco-ordinating Group; This will meet every three mon  b t Pith t
these meetings to be organised in the regions - OPE? t? 51%ô u T W0

. __ _ W . - ~' am a1 I11 IOIó wom.enósvpting repiesentatives from all organisÂt10nB B P 5 ýg _ t to be ale ted
yightts with the Charter adopted as policy. (0)- A Äe?ret3r1a dc- . Uó -t

cw the floor of the conference to co-ordinate evtlvlty and Áar?J Oñfl-iq '1ô H ' _ l 4 11'

decioions made by conference. This secretariat i0 be based 0? one C*tJ and
to be made up of 15 people with sub-committees on the f0ll0W1núþ_ _p. . . !Eme1 vs t

Pnblicity- 2. Solidarity 3- Finance. 4. Newspaper 5®d3úA/Äi:~ýaÃig;:in
to ction Act. (d). Special conference may be QQnVÂngq__y a _ ñof _qg.

Âf rdinaiingcGr0uPWÁ?Äth3T36Âr?ta?ie?-"ô?i i:fp'?t,d óilk rd= dòl" f"
<Ä has also decided to Pfoýþýe e Charter Cempelen n?w5PaPeô fÁr ee @  y y

1 icrally in workplaces and localities and that this newspþpei WQu1d be PTñ
F)ói\'-C}.-._'L QJW"ò7*$*

&-A(3

2Có

uced once every two months. ~l$ óM. i _d Jr Äi, _g -t  
l. | ' I ' I . . I óI-

_ - . | - . 1- "
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Qther things decided on were to call a national massrally at thf;b@giHeiP$
of December around the theme of óOne year QþfTÁm ýn? sD%;OZfúa::ÄefÁr
.e@eea*s r1ehte'- Teócampaignfor$ñPPÁr*fÁTl*h?7nat19naatne"cu:e=
den Cuts and Unemployment; called by the lond0n WÂm??;aP_thttO ;;Th iseonference. and *0 ensure that the qPes*1Á? @f wÁmeò Striýl ea. Zr ietion
3 central debate at the conference. To actiV@1Y'53PPÁr p Z t3 fdgiow
l3gainst*unemployment on May 26th. gTQ Setup 3 Worklng ?ar Yô 0 g b
$56 progress of the suggested amendments to the Chartergþg R ill read ýg

leýe Chart®rñôwithñsu#:ested amendments from the conference _wc g _g
ifdllows:- ò ' if ñT _: i T  y' T ~1. ~ iJ . ... T ~g_* era"? e Yet  i i  e Y   .
if rýr the riehtcof w@eee1ÃÁ ñÁôñ FÁr the iuil inÔÄgÄitZÁÄiÄÄeali=ÄÄÄÄÄ-
ýegufity Of employment for Partñ-  g%ÄÄÄrs n O a g g p 'y g
$ime'&ný casual wqrkers. ppm i T  t  i".  e j  _ Jgg

2; The rate for the Ä0b:*regard- 1 Rates tobe negqtiated by Trade Unionsó
less-of sex or race. For a e t" l Q  b _ t p
I1.-'1-It .1-onali' dminimulm wage .' For I this c T
national minimum wage and all i
benefits and wages to be fully
protected agaisnt inflation bye
automatic increases based on '
Q working class cost of living
index. . are if t

J | _
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3,Equal opportunity of entry
into occupations, in promotion è
and equal rightd in defence of
jobs, regardless Qf.SeX, age
brace, marital status, sexualy












