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Editorial

AN

The ideal of the Womens' Liberation

Movement has always been that a woman
should bé free to plan.and live her life

in accordance with her own ideas, needs and
abilities. Thus we have the right to equal
pay, equal job and educational opportunities,
freely available child care facilities and
the right to have children when and if we
want them.

The last of these issues is most important
to us because we believe that without the
basic right to decide for ourselves whether
or when we have children, our other demands
can never be realistically achieved.

Ultimately, we want every woman to be able
to choose for herself whether she wants to
carry on with an unwanted pregnancy or have
an abortion; at the moment it is still up
to a doctor to decide on social or -mental
grounds whether she should have one. We
are fighting for safe, free and easily
available abortion as well as better
contraceptive services because, however,
good the contraceptives available there will
always be a need for abortions to supplement
them in cases of error, ignorance or rape -
the real question is whether we can have them
safely and legally or have to go once again
to the backstreet abortionists.

The Abortion Act of 1967 gave women a limited
access to abortion instead of unwanted babies
or dangerous terminations and so gave women
the possibility of making more choices in
their lives. It is this Act, imperfect as
it is, which is-now under attack.

If James Whites' Abortion (Amendment) Bill
were passed 80% of all present abortions
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'in this respect.

would be illegal and ggg%ain.would become i}
one of the most backward countries in Europe
The massive support for
pro-abortion policies from ordinary women and
thelr families was shown by the 20,000

strong March in London in June showing that
people will not stand for such threats to
their basic rights.

This edition of 'Women Now', therefore, is
given over entirely to the issue of abortion
because 1t 1s so crucial at this time;
restrictive abortion legislation has very
likely only been delayed in its passage
through Parliament and it is very probable
that the Government will introduce a law
which is more restrictive than the 1967 Act
this Autumn. - |

The National Abortion Campaign was set up
to defeat the James White Bill and all such
oppressive legislation on the basis of a
Woman's Right To Choose. It has linked
together many groups and individuals who
are fighting for womens' rights and we
believe that only such national campaigns
organised and initiated by women themselves
have the strength to ask for and get the
essential freedoms such as the ability to
choose if, when and under what conditions

- they have a child.

We are strong when we are together in a
campaign which expresses our common neecs;
if the National Abortion Campaign (NAC) is
to achieve our aims, then we must be active
in our participation and persuade

thousands of women to join us - we want to
extend the powers of the 1967 Abortion Act -
not curb them! :

September 1975.
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National
by Toni Gorton

During the past few months I have
concentrated my efforts in trying to build
NAC from the NAC Centre, it has been an
absorbing experience. For those, whose

- main activities have been in local groups
or have not yet joined, I'd like to explain
- what I see as the purpose of a national

campaign.

When over 100 of us in London first set up
NAC in March, about twenty women immediately
started to work to-bring masses of people
into the movement against the James White
Bill. This group, which became known as
the Steering Committee, took as its special
responsibility, the provision of a unifying
force for the groups around the country in
the Women's Liberation Movement, the
Abortion Rights Movement, political
organisations and Trades Unions.
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JAMES WHITE has stated that he would get

his daughter an abortion if she was raped.
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Because the White Bill was within breadth of
changing the legal rights of women to
abortion, we had to direct our efforts
towards blocking this. We knew that the
only way this could be done was by informing
the public, particularly women, what the
law=-makers in Parliament were proposing.
More than this, we had to develop ways of

- making sure that these law-makers heard the
opposition loud and clear. Working closely

with the "A Woman's Right to Choose Campaign'',

we supported their national petition against
the Bill; we pressed for as many
organisations and individuals as possible to
submit evidence to the Select Committee;

and we called for a national demonstration
on June 21 calling for the Defeat of the
Abortion (Amendment) Bill.

It is the law as laid down by Parliament
which determines if women will have
abortion rights. To make this crystal
clear, the Steering Committee publicly
launched the National Abortion Campaign by
a massive meeting in the House of Commons
on April 16. The meeting which had to go
into a second hall to accommodate over 800
people was addressed by Renee Short &
Helene Hayman, MPs and spokespeople from

ALRA, T&GWU, PAS, a solicitor and a doctor.

Abortion Campaign

In my opening remarks as chairwoman I said,
"The purpose of this meeting is to mobilise
massive support within the country for the
Labour Women MPs in their efforts to defeat
the White Abortion (Amendment) Bill. We
feel it is important that the opening shots
of the campaign should take place here where
the laws are made. We wish to make. clear to
the lawmakers in Parliament that we will not
acceptwa return to backstreet abortions -
that is, a return to the situation which
existed prior to the 1967 Abortion Acte...
Every organisation that stands for womens
rights as workers and as citizens must go on
record as opposing this legislation =-
particularly the TUC ..... National Abortion
Campaign believes that only when women .in.
their thousands stand up and make their
views clearly known, will the principle be
established that it is womens lives that are
at stake and it must be the personal choice
of each woman whether and when she has a
child = uncoerced legally, economically and
sociallye..."

In order to make the National Demonstration
as large and effective as possible, we sought
for as many organisations and well=known
individuals as we could to sponsor it. We
set up an Ad Hoc Committee composed of all
those who agree with the single slogan
'Defeat the Abortion (Amendment) Bill'.
During May and June hundreds of local meetings
took place on ‘the streets, within hospitals,
and in halls. The Steering Committee
provided speakers who went everywhere around
the country to assist local groups in
explaining the issues and bringing people
into the campaign. Peter Huntingford, Renee
Short, Madeleine Simms, Gwynneth Dunwoody and
many other well known people helped build
huge meetings wherever they spoke. The NAC
centre was truly overwhelmed during the three
weeks leading up to the demonstration.

Phone calls were literally stacking up from

groups in the towns needing literature,
speakers, information. The week of Action
brought us lots of newspaper coverage and
kept us out on the streets speaking to

. thousands of people and encouraging them out

on June 2l.

- On the day, despite some incredible

organisational bloomers, such as no sound
equipment and the van not appearing to take
material to the assembly point we found that

the Campaign had through its tremendous efforts’
locally and nationally brought over 20,000
‘people out. It was the biggest and broadest

demonstration on a womens issue since our
grandmothers marched to win the vote.
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