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TI-IE1DE%BATE ON IREL-AN'D,ai’ter various the Bitish irnperialis state.
tmnomvres by the ‘Militant’ wIrest1'1etthe The Summing up flom sooLob1 (editor JULIE CANNON
memes “me Of mi11@I1fies- hinged wound or Left’) showed that ‘Militant’ was I y LEN oou_.mowoopthe quessioo of the withdrawal of troops rattled. In 19$, he claimed, Iworkers F'iQ‘lt;‘ (Euesnere Port LPYB
and self determination for the Irish people. supportas had called for rwartition of

Cheung fin Ming (iibkingharn LPYS) Qnorthem Ireland! ‘ p J, -I  
ranindod US of Marx's saying: “A nation The dowel tact is um in 1969 Workers 1 mower bare-fee‘-‘d "B -leseemne M A  
which enslaves another can "nova itselif be Fidlt supporters put forward the idea of “bikers Fight had smmmed amps 3-Ding
tree". Km &ai:ford(S:1ut,l1all LPYS, f&ci- the predominantly Catholicareas of north- mw Hertha“ Ireland his 1959- I
alist Action’) stressed that we in Engand Irdand -taking sell-deta'min'ation into The Struggle must now 80 eh in ‘ell
wu1d~m|;ge1; 593131151,-1 151,-913;-,¢ Ed their own hands and geaedlng from the LPYSI branches for affiliation to TOM" and

p Oonduit (E'a1tLE.st LPYS) attacked t.he " Orange state, thus making that state 3 P98118116 eeeieliell D081!’-1011 eh the
\ illusions oi’ the ‘Militant’, pointing out unviahle. For Militant’ --for whomnothlng question of Ireland -- eupileril fer the

elm unity is our aim, not what we I can ever be done excqat throrudi the good fereee flahtins Elfleh imvedalisrn. In this
have now. otilces of Wemninsta - this my seem W88 We ee-fl lei? ihe heel-‘3 fer Refill Yee-I’

1,{111¢,'am;' fllppofters pugmd mmugr g like rwartition. In fact it is poles apart. tuming Mllltant’s alarm and panic into
resolution from Garsipn. iihe IRA was ‘Mlitmt’ continued thdr panic slander defeat.

"in a-I' 1'".- ' =.1.“.="I"l'-"-‘sh T-1 '

tins

British troops on the rampage against catholic kids I
equated to the UVF‘, and support for the attacks on Workas F1611: in the LPYS Irish '
Ttoops Out hbvenmt was rejected on the meeflng on the Wednesday nigit. iifhe meet-
mpmds that iftloops wee withdrawn ing laaed tor ova two hours, but only one

without a "‘I‘rdo Union Defence Fbrce“ Vihrkers Flgat supportai was allowed to i

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE TRADE

UNION DEFENCE PURSE ? 1

It would slrrplity matters if. Ireland
were just like England - iitherei were
national question, no sectarlanism. he

1 force of occupation and so on. But the
Irish Qiestion demands that we face these
unpleasant realities of the fix counties-
A The idea of a workers’ defence force is
based on "the delusion that the trade unions
are untouched by sectarianism. Bit this is
not sozl indeed, they are bulwarks of that
some divl sivepoison.

The idea is also based on the implication
that the Republican and Loyalist organis-

having been set up there would -be a blood F’ weak for three minutm to put our pofllflqn just their way of oopping-out of taking sides
I ,hefl1tD€hflDs Bloody Sinday was a picnic).*e and amwar the 'hfl.11tflll3'. In tact, Alex

Alan Walker (Kirltby LPYS) said we - Woodoi! the LPYSNC had resortedw
oou1m*t support 'IOMibecause... 1: dam; _____._____.____._-I----——-
caflforsocialisnimmmhlym san 1 r-  I ' g
would ~93 tor any Germs-isn mm; the E ,'§$;,“,§,;,“,§‘;‘“0§,",,,§',fi;;“,,i,'§,,‘*;°,};‘§;°“ OONFERENCE °N THE B31115‘ LABDUR ; " centred inmlar outlook or Militant and
Jmkins law. Bit one wonders what Alan 5t.ag1'a1',i0n*al1d'WhE‘G the worst pedants MDVEMENT AND IRE‘AND:&m at tn thei1_'_passiVlty. Bill, demite those valid * _' SIDIIIIQN 2411 WU ~10 Hill U0 lime 9 points, i'&(I-1.811% A0110!!!’ BIGIZIIBIIY has 01281110 $l‘0'Wth, and 1158 DPBBQHCAOIQEDIBB-U ' £19 31-I1 the realities of gate powai the
Walker thinks about strikes. Does he refuse ' I I _to mmofl them “mess they can for tzlalss13:; _1£i;eaogd;%vgt,;t:¢‘£nuZsmd Colleflate Theatre, Gordon &. Lontbdglifil Qmilar ideas about the working class and ions (trade “grid

s Eocialian? No, he tbem’t — because " 111 g 1 I ~ I I
g wikes are good, normal Trade Union it thaclaoepn g%g1mI£esl?xD13h1Dfi%an1y Rd’$032?“ W14; Make sure Your “Y5 P9111? 18 “I-he Wei'lle!‘B' Delhi". the be-ell '1fi°"- 1" the 31¢ me Lam“ P"-“F7 13' 17°‘ Toyland.

' Sm 5 egates fllld 6Ild'811 Of WOIUIIE 013.88 DO1.ll31CB,'; lihfi x NEXT PAGE PAUL

in the strugfie. I I

 

IN THE PAST YS members to the leftof
the ‘Militant’ have usually concentrated on
three contentious issues, Ireland, women’s
rights, and -racialisn, where the rigtt wing
nature of the ‘Militant’ is most clear.

One amenctnent this ywr from Eton,
tnwever, raised the more central question
of Militant’s whole concept of what mflting
class shugde is .C'nalleng.ng the Militant

ations are not mass organisations — another I notion Of capitalism being kmed peace
fallacy. A . . .I I _ I * fully through sheer weigrt oi’ resolutions,
mt worst of an it fans to distmgmsh be fl it placed the emphasis on the rank and

tween Ame oppressors and flaflfggressei H file self-reliant activity of the working
its comes to 3' moo in: Hm it because Q  class, of the sort seen in France 1968.
\:;tL,fl§l'}1:’gcglgggghoa$1, a'tfie‘gp;,€1t9ca& it but stifled then by the bureaucratic leader

' l shi s oi! the workers’ movanentoonunlmity. In such a situation the best , gm mlitmfiwnmued D1atfbm was
form of defame would be the IRA -not 1 am ml sh that resolution aside with not“mm . 1 e pu
some cal formagfm bailed olzvgighvew ‘Y much debate. One other attempt was made
wndmons (mfidng ass W) it are it to challenge Militant’s general perspectlacking. t _ , . .

Mlitant's' trumpettlng or this slogan is §ce§5§°f;nSd°;1%‘y°{1 LPYS (The S’°1°hS‘

SU LAB
‘mcialist Aciilotf’ attacked the Eitlsh-'

a. 

4__i 

ON DAY TWO OF‘ T‘HE ‘M11.-I'I?ANT' Jamb-
oree which Iollowed the conference we
were treated to an exposition oi’ the ccmhg
Bitlsh":RevoIui;lon.

nawmg on the twin traditions of Leon
Trotsky and Hans Christian Anderson, we
was told how, within a few years, a
Labour government (with ranks full of
Ttotskyist MP5 subject to immediate ridit
of recall etc. )1 would be retumed to Pullo-
mmt to force -through an Enabling Act dan-
anding the nationalisation of 250 monopolies
We were told that this Act was devised
“not hy Lenin, comrades, but by Clem
Ad1ee". &I'i1B debate took place over the
precise form of this Act, but it was gener-
dlbr ageed that, umng the guillotine, it

, could go throum Parliament in about two
from the platform” hours,

One oi’ the most often-"heard remarks Now-came me coup de gage, Being
towards the end of the conference was this 1,131-g1gt,g', the Mflitmt’ comrades ranged
anus sanctirmnious sentiment from the that t.he bosses could not be relied upon to
live of lawns ‘Wheat’ Supporters “AMY allow such leflslation to go i-l'iI'Ol.lfl1 Parlia-
Bevfln W33 V55’ fail’ in allewillfl iiefldefleiee ment without a tight, and moreover they
otha‘ than the the time h€ resort Q-D methods

did — they we mere time i0 speak i-l‘1eI1'i-heir Precisely to avat this extra-parliammtary
Rumbas Wfl1Ta1'"5ed"- attack of the bourgeoisie, a call would m

A forrml division of time in debate Gut mm the beleaguered 11-Dtskylst gm-1-1.
91¢‘-‘I18 the lines °f 3' m1"°F-"W °f 1 1? 399 son at Westminster to the masses to come
seems Wee mimliee While the mwflw onto the streets and occupy the factories,
spwks-tor sixty minutes is as ridiculous Ofl'1ceB_ 5¢hQ@1g_ egg .... so making this by
as saying that in written debate one side now legal Act a fan acwmu
gag‘? ‘a b?m°1§‘ermR‘:1he°];‘he{yaIpage'fn° self-evidmtly the British ruling class

Ce’ a’ vei Dmm or will not sleep soundly in "thdr beds atdeciding action, becomes a pasmve pertorm-:- ,
ance where YS members simply Imtand mm‘; *F"°‘“"g that Midge B dfiamds
hear the magic 'imlitan't' slosene churned 1"°“°“ M ma“ has at n the 9“ lout I and i ;of a certain sect of Hitish Trotskylsts.

°=e"¥e"@ 3‘ day schwl on mm Apr“ to Otherwise his troops, his aeroplanes, hisogm ea1-all dscusdbonlEn the way ibrward. fimhme guns’ an might have been pm?
9' ' '“ ' ' lysedby... the Etahling Act!

‘lb the ooncrete tests of the class mug-

'- - ‘I-l*'=ll-I-I'll-W

"You've now got three minutes to beat the
clock (and state your case against 10
‘Militant speakers and a 20 minute"sp.eech

lllitant pits its papa prom-anme. and the
Y c Credentials fiom TOM. 103 Helm!  the Labour Party to Militmt. The Labour adeqilfliie or e s - .@11t1s 3 wmmo of ,.e,,.o1uflon.mm.U of

practice, whams the TOM is linked with 93 grim;-d Q; Lonmn N1,
" A ' A mtlsh wtrking class ins reached fully (horror ot honors!) an armed ildit againfl
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“arialism
and the

ing Class

']3rpewriters since -he comes from the
Leicester area. ‘Ihis was about 35 loflcal
as Keith Joseph .Sfl.Yi1’1E 1'16 qualified to
talk about housing "having three very
lovely houses of his own”.

&'i.ke plans were going ahead quite
nicely, according to Tony Eunols, with
Mad: and white united ova‘ common mini-
mal dermnds for more pay and a review of

“Labour cannot emancipate itself in the the bonus system. iIhen what happened...
white skin where in the black it is
lranded" mm; tweezers’ Fight pamphlet- an lndian named Benny Binsee from Nott-

lnglam came along and incited the Paki-

Among the overseas guests pre'@ted -to
the conference by ."Militant' was one from;
the Radical Party .of‘Chil'e.-.3 introduced as
the "mass party iof the Chilean working l
class"; m much for the millions of Chilean

10p from98 Gfford 3.. London N. IL mrkers - it; alone ___ mu can l workers Ioi1ow;the Communist Panylori

TIES YEAR’BiLPYS Oonfaence debutant‘!
racism showed the ‘Militant’ blaming the
racially oppressed for instigatlng thdr ovm
racial oppression.’

Itwas all started by a ‘Chartist’ sipp-
orter who while introducing an amendment
on mid fascisiwork said that the LPYS had
no rlglt to Icrlticise anti fascist activities
if they did not take part themselves. IAS an
example he pointed out that onthe last q
anti fascist ddnonmotion in Ldcester lad
August hardly any LPYS banners were in
attendance; {Ibis demonstration was doubly
irrportant because of the local Impaial
Typewriters strike, where the National
.F'ront had hem active among white workers
who scabbed on aemike of black workers.

Replying for the LPYS NC, Tony
&unois said that he ought to enlightm
comrades as to what happened at Impaial

.-. ' i’ F-ITll"ifi"1nH .....

 .

go s Smg the sscialist Party... let alone the revolution-the white workers to @ against them
The lesson, according to Tony

Saunois? jlf only the Pakistani workers had
gone throum “the labour n'nvanmt"!

ary. Iworkers of the MR; H117-than the »md1c5-*
al Party's links with Hilda Mei-‘rfand our
own Hamid Wilson in the a“&cialis‘t1Inta'-
national” are more than enough to make -itNot a word about the active discriminat- mass - - 1'

ion already Lwlthin the factory, and condoned ~ th‘N|?:]jta'1t’ “mkerg pm-W m me eyes of the
by “the labour mo'vanent”,' against the
Pakistani workas. Not a worid about the
"2 year rule" for shop stewards, the fiddl-
ing of the bonus system to the tune of four
pounds a. week, the -rmnopoly .of skilled
modes and trmning by Ithe white-workers!
Not a word about the racialismof the
T8:Giloca.l offlclal Bomley iand the ~facto1‘y
convenor Weaver~!:Not' a word about the
Pakistani workers’ vain ‘attempts to Iget
the union moving!

Tony Saunois might as well have come
'rom Tit;-1a':~tzc:too'—~or else he is siting with

"'3-=.iT..*if" :"7-t "F11 who e:.-stabbed Ofl the
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Resolutlon no. 16, on the Working “omens
Charter, was actually passedi
“Oonference.., welcomes the campaigi
being launched around theWomens
Charter. It insructs the NCto do all in its
power to aisure the mxirmm participation
ofLPYS manbers....” -

Use this rwlution now to insist that
your loml LPYS links up with the Working
“omens G1a.rta' goups and their O8-H08-iflfils
locally.

Wltil ._ . "T\\bf'ker:;,~ V I'll

pl or "Labour Take the Power‘ They S38 EEC ' IN OR OUT

B’ B‘ S 5 mm r e ass and they are more &Ci1V8, but fundamentallystruggle. . . - . r . - - - .
The Bed’-rdlance of the wominz class “=13 the ‘Same 's°e“““° "°°ufl°s' gtgwtipglbigegégglfriarfirogvtilarix-

is practimlly deiled (Nfllitant) or flven lip It: is “W th313*193*W1Fl€9I‘$ iii the ckawal. from the EEC. Neither “in” "nor
savice to (Socialist Action and also me LPYS Emma ieweiiee that the most "out" can one any clear advantages to
Chartists). The creatiailty of the working important thing for "socialists is the direct the working class, and socialists should
C1855 13 3011‘|d1[J'{,r the “Uflfing @1333 3.Cti.0I'l 'Of till? woficing 01.3-SS, and "HIS I'E!fl%i§' SEX LSO and clmrly.
is incapable of throwing. up new forms of 1011 111 the I-about PW 15' fmldflmelltallv
strugde and orgmisation (like workers’ secondary... even though important. 0ther- -aYOUNG~$GAusI»_
councils) and the ‘political eh-uaelle’ has W1Be*We'Wi11 be'1@1¢'P°m1Y$°d 1" ‘he mei°Y*' Editor Naomi iwlmboume (slam LPY3)
to be tbne for them in the Labour Party by BVBIIF-B 0! the ©1685 $!'lI8I?19. like the H1388 Aggiggam; Emwr ms Hardy (Bel-mondsey

I9
"The Tory party“, proclaimed one Mlitant
supports-, "is in such abad state that
they have to have a woman for a lwder".

I y...
_F

I-

And apparently the Labour Party is in such
a bad state -that the blggea professedly
mrxid tends1cy1witl'un'it.has in have
the most backward male challvinists for
its leaders.

O O ,0
During the debate on "anti-fascist activity
the ‘Militant’ were specially irate about
one “ultra-left” exploitin Chester. The
Mafseyside anti-fascist conmittee had
organised action ‘against a National Front
meedng “without evm informing the labour
movement". And where were the local
‘Nhlitant’ stalwarts who, you might think,
could have taken it on themselves to get
infonnatlon round the labour movement?
They were sitting In the Labour club across
the road, watching the clash between
the National Front and the anti-fascists.

Q O 6
In the arguments ova‘ speaking rights for
minorities, one delegate, at least, seems to
have got a bit confused about exactly what
the LPYS ts. “This is Militant’s confer-
ence”; she wd. “Would you let Militant

u eak at hbrk it conference?’sp » ers Figh 's

Over 100 delegates and visitors attended
the “Young mcialist” readers’ meeting on
the Emmy evmlng. Andrew Hornung ‘woke
on “Revolutionaries in the Labour Party",
attacking the Militant’s concept of “dem-
ands” as .a sortof request to I&nta dons.
In contraa to meetings controlled by
‘Militant’, opposing views were gvm "a
ddnocratic hearing. Five Nulitant speakers
as well as speakers fiom other tendencies)(

woke from the floor, and the meding was
actually extended beyond schedule so that
John Throne of the Irish Militant; could
weak on Ireland.

In “Young 'Socialis” no.;3, before the
conference, we picked out the Iworthing
LPYS resolution on Euth Africa. This
resolution dwlored the armed struggle of
the black liberation movements as “terror-
lm|.'.1a ave -away in the capitalist state 1
that aiables it to clamp down harder"; In
‘South Africa, mind youl And itjwent on to
inset that the black workers wattfor unity
with the white workers before they enter
muggle.

.An ammdnmt was sen; in *froml\bking-
ham LPYS, advocating support;for “the
black vsorkas’ strugfle, including their
armed struggle". BIC at the confamce the
leaders of ‘Militant’ decided that their
zealous followers in Wbrttung had gone a
mt too far. cilhe promect of a. debate. which

the Marxists. T T strikes of 1972 against the idling of the '  " might be one for 'Niillt"ant’*was
The mctallat; Action and ma (1131-flgtg flvie dockers. c Published and pun-bed by volunmry hm“: avoided by a bit of dimfeet pressure on

fundamentally Just rmlace one slo --» CHEUNG SIU MING (Vloking1amLPYS) at ; Lo NL f" hblillilis LPYS Whioh oermaded -them 110“Labourto.powa'onasoc:lallst org§m" magnum <eea-r.rYs> °8G“’°’°s" ““°“  Macaw werrrealuaaa
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The 1975 LPYS conference, with Z300
attaifing, was the biggest ever.

There was also jthe most vigorous
opposition for many years to .the
dominant ‘Militant’ tendency.

Time after time, fiom the platform.
‘Militant’ speakers attacked the so-called
"u1traleft", distorting and even telling
direct Hes. j

"Workers Fl t do not believe in cl'gh ass
unity”, “Workers Fight do not believe in
socialism" - such allegations was their

1 only answer to those who lpointed out that
abstract rambling nationalisation
was not a substltum for active support to
the struggles of the working class, and

y meclally of super-oppressed sections of

the working class like black workers or
the nationalist. workers oflreland.

_ Obviously the ‘Militant’ think the ideas
of “Workers Fight”, "Young &cia.list”,
and other left-wing tendencies in the-LPYS
lnportant, othawise they would not mend
so much time attacking us-

We also believe our ideas are irrportant.
lilth the aim. of discussing and clarifying
those ideas, and of plmming faction to
follow fromhm, we are organising a day
school in Oovumy on mm April $61
All manbem of the LPYS are welcome.

This my schoolwlil be the start of
building an active, fighting YS —~not a
passive, sterile YB dorhinated by the
sctnolrrladers of the ‘Militant’.

ll a..m. to 6 p.m.., at Sidney Stringer School,
Coventry’ (Cox Street. near the bus station).

Speakers:  

persmz.».' .~.:;mr_-ir_v)

T1"O()]).~; U11! .’\’I;n’m111~:'1i.

LPYS. V  
The Working Women"sn

Notti11_;g*11;z.n1 LPYS’.

South CLP.

London N1 ODF. y

The history of the Left in the Labour Party Colin

Li11rois;1_\'. l’:"¢~.'~.*iri¢"~t1l 761" (l'0vt2~ni1'_v Trades Council (in

T,he st1'1l;_=,*;_»;lt* in Ireland and the Troops Out

Movement Tom C:1.'~;h1rmn. Student Organiser,

The Conmum Market Simon ’i"emple, Vauxhall

Charter Sue Leigh,
Nott1'11_;z,'i1;2112 iil’<>rki:2_:_{' Wonlorlis" Cim1'to1' a.nd North

Building the LPYS  Da.ve Green, Northampton

All members of the Labour-' Party Young Socialists
welcome. For further details contact Bas Hardy

(editor. ‘Young Socialist‘) at 98 Gifford Street,

0Rl(ERS' FIGHT  u§? N? "°°"“" “M9”


