
Let them turn to the bottle
the Yogi and the rope,
some of them go to Uncle Joe,
some of them to the Pope-ð.

one by one grown prosperous
of excellent intent

one is turned evangelist,
another is turned Knight:
let them go wherever they wish-
we will stay and ýght.

I may come to the light at last _
as others have come there; "
I think they will not put my bones .';{iô-TIi'j.'1j.
in Moseowôs Red Square

as well as any man-
I think they will not put my head
towards the Vatican.

All ýerce beasts grow corpulent,
mature and come to hand
Lions lie down with sheepskin wolves-ð
we will see them damned.

I|I.',',|".óI--In1|.

-ñóÄ.ó""":óxx""-1..'Pñr1"
óIô

óI.'-"- i-"bh\.

óL*-

.I~""n

In
|IIl'ðI
-HI-

1-."'I
Inó!I IIL

1 óisT.

I can turn both coat and mind ' óH

,4!ó

I-I

Ii

-_"ñ-è..4.'1. _'-.\Ä1':__1.
1.ó"'

Uxlló
óLI.ó.:_ lkxl

ó\Äif:

1

'5!

.J_r&ó._óL__
.__1 _ _

. 1.

' '.{s{'..24;è:r
'1 -~'l?.ó:;_-èñ:.Z.*- as-I

T-Q1ó

I. |.- óIi...

"11. _, .1-11_.I--__1l'
I

""|:'.|I-_óin'ió.L'I|QI'-I-'71,ó:- ~Yñ.;::~.Á:~t.I.""Ô'\_"1.'.
óI.i"óó:'\-?:"s""ñ'\.\'1

5II-ó*ó|-:ñ_l__:\.'1"
IIlli\|':ó_\-HK

Ió\-

fi.|._'|ióói

.óIifi-

óI

-1
-.1-.Il'

.-J.-I

they set their names on the payroll '
of God and Governmentó II.-.

ô p -I óIô
' -I-|.I i -'
'= -

' F

1."-óI
-I.""l'..I 1*ó

ýe)-
i

1. 1"
I 4I.||I'i"

an

óT

'1-

1.1.

Q.|.góð
-I

-"""'

óÄ-'.?-

--III-I-
-ñ -.--óill-
'-"- '|,,.|il'I| -1.:
-----_--_Ii-III!-i-ñ

'I'_ -In-I "-
Ir Ió.

ðú_' I.ô

'5I..- __-1*

ýg.

,.#.w
.. _ 1

I q I. I I óI

fl,ó 1- I. dI'fôl:'- I

--I ll-Iitiô-',lFó!l"

-\ Ió -I',.'l;".l' |.|.F~
HI-1 " I I ff

ii :' 1 ll -óIr-I -Iilifll-I -I. to óI

..ñ/*ñ óHe _,' I-'-"-:1! .
IIô. -"""-I nil. piqilló It'll I ' '

,, 1; -P I lló .: I -1|ó
' 1"-.r"'-=' "'- "' " -I *'=."I

_ul

r I

I-óE

ñ\-

ó -"""\-"'\."1..13."\'

ói

\\\\Ä~_ñó;ió::

I~"ñ\":"-""1..

1...ó~.1óK"
-1-'\\ñ'\-

*'I
-I-*I"'.I"'?"ô I . ñH

hu. "" I

ñ'\"" J! J -I
óI-"' I ' I

--I 1 óI-I. I
I

in-I~zls ...-\.

6'
-.-:':--

-'.--'

if

. er "'-"'
. /2 ó=5-""'-"'\ =-:,,_Ä.-.=

5ÃÄÄEÄÄ::a 45;33*'I'Dó

-=5*"}.è.."""

II"

.F I

I-

I"II.ó óii-:1i\ --In.1__J,ó-t..\."'-'\ó:'\|"\

I_'

H-

ó.A iis óóIEII

2.; -l.ñô,;

"óJ' """'.. IIpu II-I I
IF __|.Äóf I

+1-*-".1"?
I:l""':'

II. I",n"'
óIF .-'.'|.

-'1.

"1 óK
"i

I |.

i..

I
ió

-II

"H."F

\

\***n-- s*úQñ'' \:"""_'-"iI|":__I-xxxó'\_ .óTH1?ñ ..-.1"\\\.óII.

""" FFô: ".'.\
Hf- I

/in H:

4:;<..gg;..
../' "-óPfô-fir-"4' -I"'f""'-I ñ i

""'Fô..-óL.ô .' '
ýr?! _ .-' .. J:

* 1-" ' .
I

I..
I-..

1

=ôl1-.-

I.

..-.F",p_-_

-4" I

.I_ .ý.:?..i':'f:'1auxñII,1*
.ô5ñ

_ . " I
1I ' J 1'4...ôñ*1ò. .-óJr-=...

I -!I' ,I' ii -I "Ff-Iô
- óIô ól J-II

' ___ "1 of 5

ó.?ó~*ñôò
.èô I'._.r
.r 3'
-rI

1-

-..-fi-IllóóQ "'-"\."'l..1."III-1..

|'_.r F J
-Iô :I I

.,.r ii /'1+
':.'®?ô-*ñ$'a 11:ô

/is : -

I

"".I

1"-Iô

J
' Jó
f1 I'
,1ó all

F:-*"~-I"ô._

as 1F"ô -r
- ;.- .èI 1' p"
i-.- --'=- "f."'J
R: "1-'\":3;L

1.

~. 1.
1. -"'l 1

I

".I*
\-

ffó if

Jó I

ah-_ '-1*H "'5'."Iv.-

1.."1n.,_
1:

_;.l

-'7ñ"-I

""-.

óI

El

Kain-

I

1.__~.. HI

".1
1ó óJ'-

I

,l.

;.':'?""'-. "ô 1'!
-'\L,:ý\lIhi-..*ób"'l|-ñI L
óI "' 1ónu óat: óhi I . Jô\ _.
..."'-1\.::'.II-}, I J

Â':.Ä_ó-ó_""l. i
óI 'I..

.\fó isñ ó ti.\ P1ó Ió

.' ósis ""
\_ .

i, | h

1" ó\-
"3.

óin-
1 "11

'\i I I
1;ñ H HI

'1' . __ _;_' _,
i ót óIllô.

I _ 1'!ó

'\.ó.ó.l:ó 5 ó"1. óll '-
-|. ð J. ð- ð

"\

~21RF

óil-

Iô

HIó\-

~ _ñm Xisó;-eóóñe-ÄI<\s.\H ñó..ó*$só\

~.ÄÂ

Ió-_*- 1:_~__ *1ó l _ -óI

.{r:

. + ,|_,|__|.-' II |I .- I.  

..;. 

.-q-I

'-I

I-l-I

______
I--__

óI ' I ó \+i
I ó __ a IiI. 'l|._I| I Ió Ió ó_ó_

ó óI-
1. ól"'

,,_ - 1-
.-1. " 1'I-.+
I Eh-lló I ó-'1' i...

-;ó*ñ~

-I

-g_

".1
II It

iiió Iô

IóI

1-1:"
I ,-1

I I-

II-'0.

i -

ó\-

-Fm,ó
-I

" *1.
in -" óI. I.ó lb óII ' In "1'
Hó óI I I .,I' I I Qó - ll

-_.ói óIr Ill id "_-Il'|"" Ió

1

-"' I... F 1|:
i iýngll.

" óII.-

'-óI

"'~._\\ó"~.

-u-."".-:1.ó
1.!ó I
1..

.ðð-Ió-gj

F

":0-.1--.1.
ó-'._.f C4

ô:.-F!'*'-

III--'
-It

"In.

.I.-i"
i

FIðý

Q
óI
Z

, )

I'I
ó-

_-

I-it

l

I-
_

I ___

- -I. 1? -ð

I-'l';_Ir., ó.5
F ó ,

'1. ill.
I óIII.

óQ

"In.-

Iþ .

-on
óll-I--....n.-'

Q ó-5

ó{Ä_Ä Iô-I-|-.ó_ -I -i 7
. P.ó I "

._| II_ I ð
_ I "': ' . ._ '

--"óÂ"" _ \__"'*-. "- ., _ - _,
_ Mó | -I

ýnk?ó -Ii "ó- ó
ðI.

-I

II "óI- -"'1-,. óIô -

I. óI ~..,_ iv ___
H " 'I'~.,__ óes, I "" II. .1.

.:"'-' -1' "'I-..,,__ I "_
I.-""I_ ó - ll-.."lI: -5ô. I-|. .. q Q-I . I. 1- \--._ I -1-|__ .1.

- _ _ II - __ M.
_-' l-I . __ ó - .' I. v I

'1 I Ió

'II_.I-. \.._-ó-I-4I_'

I-0 ""'
"-1.

-..h"_ .'I_ Q "II.-I - _ó_ I

.ð-
ó- I

I.-I-I

yyxx
"I.

óI ' |'
--I "_,,. '1?"
I1.ô

? -IIIII

q._

45"->3\-ó"'~q-Ió I.'I' .ó

4}è ~ 3'.______e-5<~

J
l

Ä.þ'

.ó;:t'r*''.- I _';'nI"... .'..''--'-'1.;irha4'-/V---' -,|ó.|'"|;||.

x-H.

I
_.ðð ð þ ô

I-I-|lð - ð

-IF þl

ó-

1.-.
Q

-$1 1- *_

.ðr,.,_
."I- ð|_|ó._ó 1-511-

-I. -1-qt.ó

as"IFÄ'$5Ô~;.x;Ã'
hi.-Ió:-óI n 1it

-. ""1.
"'1.

#-"lÄ-

1ó-J ó

"" 11*} tió
"In. "I I

-I...-|-hi]-I

.1-F Highó

1

-

'-I

-|-óI

I
It

è+a-ue==s555ý5Äsgg;'.."~s_.
""""__,./ôþ'-*7ó.r"'iiI""'

Fô

ói_ ñ-~:~=~$
3 $3:

-Iiiô

óZ3.xiñJó .vió '4. ó\- .-._\~ó:12

óll.

óA

..111%Q,-gr}
ts.è

. 1;..asI'ismô1,1,.óIi1i

_1;ó.-
'-.

r I '
I-"",.'!.-PI? :;-II;

1'-þu.

-"*1!

.I

ió

I

fl!

I

óI. 1..

','_*~..'~. '3.ó-ló~
llIE.1.i1.,Â*Ôu;5

Ih.:i

I-

I
.ð.r||Q

J-IIó

-""'.-"'

-J

.I

|-|

f .

i J-

ð. Pô

'I.II"".'_..|I"' 1* -I

-.
"'1.

E

K

_

I

1. 'J"

-F

Illó

..l'
-II"

I

1|

óI-

'I.
-.1..-.

1.óÃ1I.ó--ó:.,_ý'~..ó

~s<..~'*-i.1.1

I H51 -.I

I

"ñ'1Ä:r

-Iñ

"1-ñ-21:-

I'..-4"

-I -.-I-1:.-rd" '-
IIñ..-

I

{Fr" óI1'"

R

I-.-P
-I-1

...}&*<-I

Ii

Tió '

-IIIóI

'=:.-i--*

.ô .4???

.3ôif?)

Iô

1.
J

1'

<1è

óII-

..'-".-
-I

I {+-
~ .

Ió |
óI

-ô) r.ó-
Ió

1. F

) II
ð I r I. I

1": .11
Ió -'.c.;~-'

0'3;

fó

{kt-1.4-..

.r

ýn

-.|.l_._'
Iô

ð-

1!.
-F -Hô

uó-:_""""'I
In-"\"""

Ill|-Ió "ól...p-1_
uh-L5'

""4-II!-.IÄ'

i"

-I

I.

|
ll

F
n.

I

fl

I

I-

 /JI

%"Ä\
1l.1'I"'.

'3



--+1

Contents of No. 53 November 1963
The Anarchism of Alex Comfort John Ellerby 329
Sex, Kicks and Comfort Charles Radcliþe 340
Alex Comfortôs Art and Scope Harold Drasdo 345
A Comfort Bibliography
A Disappointed Revolutionary Sid Parker 359
Cover by Ruifus Segar

357

Drawing on p. 329 by Frank Benier
Poem ñMaturityò by Alex Comfort from Haste to the Wedding

(Eyre and Spottiswoode 1962)
' 

Other isues of ANARCHY
l.

2.
3.

4.

5

6

7

8

9
IO

ll

I2
l3.

14
l5
l6
17

21

24

I 8.
19
20

Z2.
23

25.
26

Sex-and-Violence; Galbraith;
ô (out of print)

the New Wave, Education,
Workersô Control. '
What does anarchism mean today? ;p
Africa; the Long Revolution;
De-institutionalisation; Conþicting
strains in anarchism.
1936: the Spanish Revolution.

(out of print)
Anarchy and the Cinema.

(out of print)
Adventure Playgrounds. .

(out of print)
Anarchists and Fabians; Action
Anthropology; Eroding_Capitalism;
Prison.
Sillitoeôs Key to the Door;
Maclnnes on Crime; Augustus
Johnós Utopia; Committee of 100
Paul Goodman; Neill on Education;
the Character-Builders.
Who are the anarchists?
Direct Action.

(out of print)
Disobedience.
The work of David Wills
Ethics of anarchism; Africa;
Towards a lumpenproletariat:
Comprehensive Schools.
Theatre: anger and anarchy.
Non-violence as a reading of
history; Freud, anarchism and
experiments in living.
Secondary modern
Cranstonôs Dialogue on anarchy
Housing; Squatters:
Do it yourself.
The Community of Scholars
Technology, science, anarchism.
CND; Salesmanship; Thoreau.

2'7. Talking about youth.
28. The future of anarchism.
29. The Spies for Peace Story
30. The community workshop.
31.; Self-organising systems; beatniks;

the state; practicability.
32. Crime.

Universities and Colleges
ANARCHY can be obtained in term-
time from:ð
Oxford: Felix de Mendelssohn,

Oriel College.
Cambridge: Nicholas Bohm

St. Johnôs College.
Birmingham: Anarchist Group.
Sussex: Paul Littlewood,

Studentsô Union.
-\-

American University Agents
ANARCHY can be obtained in term-
time from:ð-
Columbia University, New York:

W. L. Goring, 928 Livingston Hall.
or Jim Aaron 243 W. 107 St.

Roosevelt University, Chicago:
Bernard Marzalek,
5838 South Claremont, Chicago 36.

Subscribe to ANARCHY
Single copies by post ls. 9d. (30c.)
I2 issues 20s. ($3).
and to FREEDOM
the anarchist weekly, which readers of
ANARCHY will ýnd indispensable. A
yearôs subscription to both journals in
oýered at 32s.. ($5).
Cheques, POs and Money Orders
should be made out to
FREEDOM PRESS
17a Maxwell Road London SW6 England
Tel: RENown 3736

l .

-.-_A3?-in-{HZ-ti-i

l

I
1

1
i

|
I

I

Liii-l_L

K
1

1
l

I

ANARCHY 33 (Vol 3 No ll) November I963 329

{J _..
"\.

Wó

Z7

ell APB IS o
ALE F C

,4ô.

safe

JUST AFTER THE WAR, Two YOUNG wnrrsns on either side of the Atlantic
published collections of their wartime essays. Their books had a
similar tone and character, both were of social as well as literary
criticism, and they even had similar titles: Paul Goodmarfs was called
Art and Social Nature, Alex Comfortôs was called Art and Social
Responsibility. Goodmanôs was put together when ñI was having a
disagreement with the Selective Service and was set to go to jail, though
this was entirely against both my prudent principples and my wishes
. . . my philosophical and political position was Dodging.ò Comfortôs
was written when, according to his publisher, he had become known
as ñan aggressive anti-militarist, having headed the agitation against
indiscriminate bombing and himself refusing military service . . . ñFrom
now on,ò he declared, ñthe deserter is every manôs friend.ò

Neither book attracted much attention when published, but an
interesting thing has happened since: in the last few years, both authors
have frequently had the suggestion put to them that these long out-of-
print essays from obscure publishers and from a period of which little
of permanent value awaits resurrection should be reprinted. It is as
though, after a new generation had grown up, people suddenly found
them relevant, suddenly found that they ñspeak to our condition." Nor
was it for the sake of their criticism of literature and the arts that the
requests for a reprint came, it was for those more ñephemeralò essays
which took the form of political manifestoes: in Goodmanôs case for

Frank Benierôs drawing is reproduced by courtesy of the artist and the
Daily Herald.
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the ýve essays which formed the part of his book called The May
Pamphlet, and in Comfortôs for the essays Art and Social Responsibility
and The End of a War (October 1944), both of whrch had ongrnally
appeared in George Woodcockôsl magazine Now.

Goodmanôs May Pamphlet has been reprinted, together with some
recent essays, in a paperback Drawing the Line (New York: Random
House 1962); Comfortôs essays have not, partly because he 1s COIISCIOUS
of having said the same things again since, and partly because hrs own
programme of work is so full that he hasnôt time to make those
revisions which after a lapse of almost twenty years, he feels are
necessary. (Salient passages have, however, been plentrfully scattered
about ANARCHY over the last two-and-a-half years). Young friends of
Goodman assure him that his May Pamphlet makes more sense today
than when he wrote it, and Nicolas Walter (1n ANARCHY 14) referring
to Comfort as ñthe true voice of nuclear disarmament, much more
than that of Bertrand Russell or anyone elseò remarks that ñAt the
end of the last war he wrote its obituary and drew 1ts moral. What
he said is as valid and valuable today as it was then, when he was
a very young man who kept his head when all around were losing
theirs, and l can think of nothing better to say to verynyoung people
who are trying to do the same thmg erghteen years later.

Comfort and Goodman are characters of a very diýerent kind.
but their preoccupations are similar. Both bridge the so-called two
cultures, both are novelists and poets, while Goodman is a teacher
turned psychotherapist and Comfort is a physician turned biologist.
Each has evolved a distinctive anarchism of his own in which resistance
to war and war preparation is combined with the search for alternatives
to authoritarian and coercive social institutions. This is the reason
why they have become relevant for a generation which, after the smug
nineteen-ýfties, became for the ýrst time involved in public affairs
through the campaign for nuclear disarmament, and found that the
campaign against the bomb was inevitably a campaign against the
state, and then that a campaign against the state became a campaign
for different kinds of social and economic institutions based on partici-
pation and co-operation rather than coercion and competition. The
kind of war resistance which these two anarchists called for years ago.
and have not ceased to advocate since, is precisely the kind which has
continually seemed about to grow from the radical wing of the campaign
against the bomb. The philosophy which Comfort set out in October l
1944, is precisely that of the Committee of 100.

Two writers and their programmes
Both these writers have at one time or another felt impelled to

set out some form of programme, and it is interesting to compare them.
Goodman prefaces his (in The May Pamphlet) with three preconditions:

(a) It is essential that our programme can, with courage and mutual
encouragement and mutual aid, be put into effect by our own effort, to a
degree at once and progressively more and more, without recourse to distant
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party or union decisions. (b) The groups must be small, because mutual
aid is our common human nature mainly with respect to those with whom
we deal face to face. (c) Our action must be aimed not, as utopians, at
a future establishment; but (as millenarians, so to speak) at fraternal arrange-
ments today, progressively incorporating more and more of the social
functions into our free society.
His programme, condensed rather crudely, is as follows:

l. Satisfactory work, industrial decentralisation, workersô control.
2. Standard of living to be based on subsistance and humane well-being

instead of exploitative institutions and coercive advertising.
3. Provide opportunity for ñthe sexual gratiýcation of adolescents.

This is essential in order to prevent the pattern of coercion and
authority from re-emerging no matter what the political change
has beenò.

4. In small groups we must exercise direct initiative in community
problems of personal concern to ourselves (housing, community
plan, schooling, etc.). The constructive decisions of intimate
concern to us cannot be delegated to representative government
and bureaucracy.

5. Group psychotherapy so that ñliving in the midst of an alienated
way of life . . . we no longer regard as guilty or conspiratorial
such illegal acts as spring from common human nature .. . . On
the other hand, we must see that many acts commonly regarded as
legal and even meritorious are treason against our natural society,
if they involve us in situations where we cease to have personal
responsibility and concern for the consequences.ò

6. ñWe must progressively abstain from whatever is connected with
the war . . . If we are to have peace, it is necessary to wage the
peace. Otherwise, when their war comes, we must also hold
ourselves responsible for it.ò

Comfortôs programme (in Authority and Delinquency in the Modern
State) is followed by the observation that

Direct pressure through the mechanism of parliamentary parties does
not ýgure in this list of aims. There are those who will feel that such
an omission is perverse. On the other hand, it is doubtful, on the grounds
which have been set out in this book, whether progress through the
institutional pattern is worth attempting, and whether a more revolutionary
approach is not valuable in itself, as a means of bring home our point.
His programme, again condensed, is as follows:

1. Measures to increase public awareness of the state of society and
of the results of research into human social psychology. The focus
here is educational, through the explanation of the mechanics of
speciýc problems such as war or social neurosis . . .

2. Fundamental experiments in communal living and control of
resources. These have a demonstration value out of all propor-
tion to their size. They are often to the criticism that they depend
on the society which they are attacking, but it is hard to see why
they should not do so. A widespread growth of spontaneous
experiment of this kind is likely to prove a serious competitor
to the less satisfactory institutional apparatus, and inþuence it as
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3 much as experimental rehabilitation has inþuenced penology.

3. Speciýc pressure, towards controlled break-up of large city aggre-
gates, increased workersô control in industry, with decentralisation
of large units.

4. Concentrated propaganda to introduce sociality into the place
where character-formation takes places, the family and the school.
The value of this type of instruction has been proved by the
striking change in ideas of parental and educational discipline during
tthe last twenty years.  

5. Individual psychiatry . . . The task of adjustment is not the reaction
of centralised morale and of acquiescence, but the building of a
morale based on negative resistance to bad institutions and positive
determination to experiment in social living so that they can be
superseded. This is the most speciýcally revolutionary part of
our work. It may involve not only individual therapy but such
measures of propaganda as we can undertake through writing,
speaking and living. It may involve speciýcally revolutionary
activity, such as the encouragement of direct resistance to delinquent
authority and the withdrawal of scientiýc support from projects
involving secrecy, the suppression of information, and the abuse
of technology for war purposes.
The tone as well as the content of these two programmes are

similar, and they are reþected very closely in the approach to anarchism
of contributors to this journal, and in the topics discussed by the newest
generation of anarchists. One of the new student groups for instance
deýnes its ýeld thus: ñWe are interested in workersó control of industry,
child-centred education, the abolition of the punitive element in justice,
the increased decentralisation of institutions, co operation not competi-
tion, the maximum self-determination of individuals. Such preoccupa-
tions allow plenty of scope for action; and when the opportunity arises,
we will act."

Against the bomb
Like Goodman, whose works were discussed in ANARCHY ll and

24, Comfort is a man whose ideas þow from one ýeld of his work
to another. He says of himself, ñI build up a fund of ideas as a result
of my various activities and then use them in whichever sphere is most
appropriate. For instance, I was studying the colours of horsesô coats
in the Stud Book from a genetic point of view, as part of my research
into ageing. Then I found myself using the diýcrent colours of womenôs
hair as a theme in a poem.ò Another by-product of the same research
was a radio talk on the changing fashions in the names given to
horses, which provided him with the unlikeliest of pretexts to bring
in the topic of nuclear disarmament. Comfort never lets these oppor-
tunities slip, whether it is a public discussion of Britainôs morals or an
article in the press on earlier maturity. Having been concerned with
anti-war propaganda all his adult life, he has never ceased to seek out
new ways of getting a hearing. In 1950 he wrote an omcial-looking
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leaþet (published by the PPU) called Civil Defence---What you should
do now, which was the subject of angry questions in the House of
Commons because of what the Home Secretary called its ñsubversiveò
character. In 1958, at the meeting which launched the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament, he declared:

Much has been said about a summit conference. Sanity is always
hardest to restore at the summitðððthe air there is rariýed. It seems to affect
the brain. We can reassert it at the base. The people must take over.

I do not see the parties giving an answer to- the hundreds of people of
all persuasions who are asking what they individually can do to reassert
the rule of sanity. That is the foundation of the campaign we are launching
tonight; to make every individual reassume the normal responsibility for
opposing insanity. The issue is one for direct action.

He was one of those original members of the Committee of 100
who were sentenced to a monthôs imprisomnent for organising the
Trafalgar Square sit-down, his voice has frequently been heard on
the pirate radio station Voice of Nuclear Disarmament, he was arrested
for sticking up anti-bomb posters, and is the author of a collection of
anti-bomb songs called Are You Sitting Comfortably? For him the
important thing about the campaign is that it has made people vocal,
has made them ask questions, and has brought them out into the street.
ñThe people learn slowly, and learn incompletelyò he wrote nineteetn
years ago, ñThey remain somnambulists, but the pressure of the times
moves them.ò And in that remarkable wartime manifesto he concluded
ñWhen enough people respond to the invitation to die, not with a
salute but a smack in the mouth, and the mention of war emptied the
factories and ýlls the streets, we may be able to talk about freedom.ò

Sex Without guilt
The other subject on which Comfortôs views have gained a certain

notoriety, is of course, the ever-interesting topic of sexual relations,
less through his books (reviewed elsewhere in this issue) than as a
result of his recent Sunday night television discussion. Here he summed
up his code on sexual behaviour in the words of Bertrand Russellôs
deýnition of the good life: that it should be inspired by love and
directed by intelligence, and the two aspects to which he applied this
approach were the sexual lives of adolescents, and monogamy. The
fact that sex is still regarded as ña problemò is the major negative
achievement of Christianity, he suggested. ñWe might as well make
up our minds that chastity is no more a virtue than malnutrition.ò Now
everybody knows that teenage lovemaking does not stop short of
copulation, but because of the myth of ñchastityò, nobody inculcates
the simple and obvious moral and technical rules of sexual behaviour.
His moral injunctionsðwhich have become quite well-known thanks
to the publicity which followed this TV programmeðare ñThou shalt
not exploit another personôs feelingsò and ñThou shalt under no circum-
stances, cause the birth of an unwanted childò. The technical require-
ment is of course that ñsex educationò should include instruction to
the young on the intelligent and correct use of foolproof contraceptives.






























