Pilkington vs. Beeching

This twelfth volume of selected articles from the anarchist weekly
FREEDOM is now available. Two hundred and sixty pages long,

it costs 7s. 6d. as a paperback or 10s. 6d. cloth bound. The paper
edition is available to readers of FREEDOM at 5s. 6d. post free.

OTHER FREEDOM PRESS PUBLIGATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’
Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity

CHARLES MARTIN
Towards a Free Society 2/6

JOHN HEWETSON
Sexual Freedom for the Young 6d.
ill-Health, Poverty and the State

cloth 2/6 paper 1/-

Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial

Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists

Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters

Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era

Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair yQLINE
Vol 9 1959: Print, Press & Public

Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa
Vol 11 1961: The People in the Street
Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching

Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Russian
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6
The Unknown Revolution
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-21)
cloth 12/6

The paper edition of the Selections isyoNY GIBSON

available to readers of FREEDOM
at 5/6 post free.

Youth for Freedom 2/-
Who will do the Dirty Work? 2d.

HERBERT READ
Poetry & Anarchism paper 2/6

ALEX COMFORT
Delinquency 6d.

BAKUNIN
Marxism, Freedom and the State 5/-

PAUL ELTZBACHER
Anarchism (Seven Exponents of the
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/-

PETER KROPOTKIN
Revolutionary Government 3d.

RUDOLF ROCKER
Nationalism and Culture
cloth 21/=

Food Production & Population 6d.

E. A. GUTKIND
The Expanding Environment
(illustrated) boards 8/6

GEORGE BARRETT
The First Person (Selections) 2/6

Marie-Louise Berneri Memorial
Committee publications:
Marie-Louise Berneri, 1918-1949:
A tribute

¢loth 5/-

Journey Through Utopia

cloth 16/- paper 7/6

Neither East Nor West

paper 7/6

Freedom Press 17a Maxwell Rd London

Printed by Express Printers, London, E.l.

- SW6

The le
H

®

a
omegr
=

C

of

ane

Two Shillings
Thirty Cents




A
N

May 1964
John Ellerby 129

Gontents of No. 39

Discovering Homer Lane

The legacy of Homer Lane David Wills 135
Recollecting Homer Lane A. S. Neill 144
The Little Commonwealth in time Anthony Weaver 147
The Homer Lane Society Roy Frye 151
Not quite the right idea Leila Berg 153
Chessman’s bequest to his executioners Richard Drinnon 158

Cover by Sheila Beskine

B T e T T M P o T P ST
Other issues of ANARCHY

VOLUME 1',' 1961: 1. Sex-and-Violence, Galbraith*; 2. Worker’s control¥;
3. What does anarchism mean today? ; 4. Deinstitutionalisation ; 5. Spain 1936*;

6. Cinemat; 7. Adventure playgrounds*; 8. Anthropology; 9. Prison; 10. Mac-

Innes, -Industrial decentralisation. |
VOLUME 2, 1962: 11. Paul Goodman, A. S. Neill ; 12. Who are the anarchists? ;
13. Direct action*; 14. Disobedience ; 15. The work of David Wills : 16. Ethics

of anarchism, Africa; 17. Towards a lumpenproletariat; 18. Comprehensive

schools; 19. Theatre: anger and anarchy; 20. Non-violence, Freud; 21.
Secondary modern ; 22. Cranston’s dialogue on anarchy.

VOLUME 3, 1963: 23. Housing, squatters, do-it-yourself ; 24. Community of
Scholars ; 25, Technology, cybernetics ; 26. CND, Salesmanship, Thoreau:; 27.
Youth ; 28, The future of anarchism; 29, The Spies for Peace Story; 30. The
community workshop; 31. Self-organising systems, Beatniks; the State:; 32.
Crime; 33. Alex Comfort’s anarchism}; 34. Science fiction, Workless teens.
VOLUME 4, 1964: 35. House and home; 36. Arms of the law; 37. Why I won’t
;rotg; 38. Nottingham; 39. The legacy of Homer Lane; 40. The unions; 41. The
and.

t Sold out. * Few copies left, sold to purchasers of yearly set only.

Universities and Colleges
ANARCHY can be obtained in term-time from:—

Oxford, John Whitfield, New College; Cambridge, Nicholas Bohm, St. John’s Col-
lege; Birmingham Anarchist Group; Sussex, Paul Littlewood, Students’ Union;

Newcastle, H. D. Nash, Dept. of Architecture; Durham, Jeremy Hawden;

University College, London, Socialist Soc. Bookstall; London School of Econ.,
Jock Young; Leeds, N.D. Society; Cardiff Univ. College, Gary Robins, Arts
Block; Hull, University Bookshop;Ravensbourne College of Art, Louis Maillard,
Dulwich College, Roger Hewitt, 11 Forest Way, Orpington. |

New York, Columbia Unmniversity, James Aaron, Hartley Hall, New Yk. 27; :

Chicago, Roosevelt University, Bernard Marzalek, 5838 South Claremont,

Chicago 36.
e R T T e R S R TR N o N e e R A e

e ————

Subscribe to ANARCHY

' Single copies 2s. (30c.). Annual Subscription (12j issues) 25s. ($3.50). By airmail

47s. ($7.00). Joint annual subscription ‘with FREEDOM the anarchist weekly
(which readers of ANARCHY will find indispensible) 40s. ($6.00). Cheques, P.O.s
and Money Orders should be made out to FREEDOM PRESS, 17a Maxwell

‘Road, London, S.W.6, England. Tel.: RENown 3736.

ANARCHY 39 (Vol 4 No 5) April 1964 129

Lawrence, Blake and Homer Lane, once healers in our English
land ;

These are dead as iron for ever; these can never hold our hand.

Lawrence was brought down by smut-hounds, Blake went dotty

as he sang,
Homer Lane was Kkilled in action by the Twickenham Baptist
gang.

—W. H. AUDEN : Poems 1930.

Discovering
Homer Lane

HOMER LANE WAS A PIONEER in the non-punitive treatment of delin-
quency and of freedom in education, whose life was, from one point of
view a series of humiliations, but whose influence has been fruitful in
both these spheres. After his death his friends produced two books on
his work, both published in 1928, Talks to Parents and Teachers, put
together from notes of Lane’s lectures, and Homer Lane and the Little
Commonwealth by E. T. Bazeley, a training college principal who had
worked with him there. These two books found there way on to
students’ reading lists, and Miss Bazeley’s was reprinted in 1948 while
Talks to Parents and Teachers (Allen & Unwin 8s 6d) has been reprinted
many times. Two men above all, through their own work and writing
have kept Lane’s name alive: his most influential and best-loved dis-
ciples, A. S. Neill and David Wills.

Wills so often remarked ““ What a pity no-one has written a life of
Homer Lane,” that in the end his wife answered “ You’d better write
it yourself ”, and over the years they collected the material for a bio-
graphy—not a small undertaking for people with limited resources and
an exacting occupation, especially when it involved a journey to the
scenes of Lane’s early activities in America. The book has at last
appeared®, too late, unhappily, for Ruth Wills to share the author’s and
the readers’ pleasure at seeing it in print. David Wills has given us an
utterly candid account of Lane’s life: there is not the slightest attempt
to put his hero on a pedestal; where he is speculating he tells us so, and
where he has an embarrassing truth to tell, he tells it, with the result
that we are left with an enhanced respect for both subject and author.

* Homer Lane: a Biography, by W. David Wills (Allen and Unwin, 40s.).
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Homer Lane was born in a small New England town in 1875, the
second son of a large chapel-going family. After leaving school he
had a variety of errand-boy jobs and at 19 became a grocer’s assistant
at Southborough, Mass, where he later married the police chief’s
daughter. A local physician and school board member Dr. Claude
Jones was an enthusiast for the Sloyd Movement (Sloyd is a Finnish
word for skill, and it was this movement that introdaced manual train-
ing into the school curricula). Jones wanted to run a voluntary Sloyd
class to persuade his fellow managers to adopt the method and offered
to finance Lane’s training as a teacher. So Lane commuted daily to
a Sloyd Training School at Boston, at the same time running the volun-
tary evening classes, which were a great success, but suddenly, soon
after the birth of their second child, Lane’s wife died of pneumonia. In
the following summer he graduated from the training school and took
a vacation job teaching woodwork in the Pennsylvania State Reforma-
tory. It was here, Dr. Jones later told Lane’s son, * where he first
learned that the reform school made the bad boy worse.” In the
autumn of 1901 Sloyd classes were started at Southborough, but by the
end of the school year the conservative element on the school board
succeeded in getting them discontinued as an economy measure. Lane
then obtained a job as a Sloyd teacher a thousand miles away in Detroit,
where he was later joined by his son and his first wife’s sister whom he
subsequently married. After a few years he became Superintendent of
Playgrounds, in which job “ his method was to allow the children the
maximum of freedom to play their own games, and in watching them, he
learned much about spontaneous childish behaviour that was later to
be of great use to him.” Or as Lane himself was to put it later, “ A
study of the causes of juvenile delinquency with reference to oppor-
tunities for free play led me to the conclusion that by far the greater
proportion of juvenile crimes are merely a form of play.”

In Detroit Lane gained the reputation of an ebullient and sparkling
speaker, but, says Wills, ““ he would allow himself to be so carried away
by his argument that any ‘ fact’ that would support it would become—
for him—a real fact, and would be passed on as if it were the solemn
truth.” This characteristic was to bring him endless trouble, the first
example of which happened in Detroit:

He was “carrying on” in his “ anarchistic” way about the problem of
the unmarried mother, and defending the practice of abortion . . . “ Why,”
he said, “I have myself borne the expense of an abortion in this city of
Detroit. rather than see another child enter the world condemned to all
the sufferings and odium of illegitimacy.”

How much truth there was in this assertion it is impossible to say: the
very great possibility is that there was none whatever. It was merely his
way of saying that he felt so strongly on this subject that if he knew of
any girl who had got into this kind of trouble he would be willing to act in
that way. It is not so very dishonest—in the heat of an argument—to say
one has done what one is perfectly willing to do, and it is so very much
more convincing! .

But the story found its way to a newspaper man who told Lane that
the City Fathers would not like to hear what kind of man was running
their playgrounds. Lane meekly took the hint and resigned. Now
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while teaching in Detroit he had become friendly with a young lawyer,
Fred Butzell, among whose interests was the Hannah Schloss Memorial
Building, a Jewish settlement house, where Lane was invited to hold
manual training classes. “ From the first he took a very broad view of
the scope of the proposed classes. Indeed, he did not organise them as
classes at all but as a club—and a self-governing club. He told Butzell
he was most anxious to experiment in self-government which he was
not allowed to do at school during the day.” Lane’s success at the
Hannah Schloss led Butzell to seek his advice about another activity,
the Boys” Home, a kind of probation hostel for school-age boys. Lane's
view was “ Shift the whole thing out into the country. Take the kids
right away from the environment that’s made them what they are. Let
them get some fresh air and some wholesome outdoor work. Let them
create a new environment for themselves.” Butzell persuaded the Com-
mittee of Management to agree and they bought a farm outside the city.
In March 1907, Lane, now 32 with his wife and three of his four child-
ren together with twenty boys moved out to sfart the new home which
was called the Ford Republic (not after the motor maker).

It was superficially similar to another famous experiment started
a few years earlier by William George, the Junior Republic at Freeville,
New York. George’s rather naive concept of the self-governing institu-
tion was a kind of miniature United States constitution, with an elected
leglslature,. a judge, public prosecutor, police force and President
together with an economic structure of * free enterprise ”. Lane’s notion

was different. As Howard Jones says, describing the Little Common-
wealth in Reluctant Rebels: |

Lane did not believe in systems, even “ freedom ” systems. * Free e
sald, * cannot be given. It is taken by the child in dis}éovery and im?e(:‘nlgbngg
True to this principle he refused to impose upon the children a system of
government copied from the institutions of the adult world. The self-govern-
ing structure of the Little Commonwealth was evolved by the children
themselves, slowly and painfully and to satisfy their own needs.

However the Ford Republic certainly had more in common with
the George J unior Republic than with the Little Commonwealth, and
whep David Wills visited the place in 1947 he was astonished to find it
run in exactly the same way as when Lane was there forty years earlier.
" 1 mention this,” says Wills in another of his books, * only to deprecate
1t. An essential element of shared responsibility, it seems to me, is that
its forms must be devised by the living community, and clearly be
seen to have been devised by it.” In spite of rows with the committee
and a continual financial muddle, the Ford Republic was an obvious
and acclaimed success, until one morning a Committee member chanced
to see Lane and a young woman teacher from the Republic coming out
;)nf at.house In Detroit. He was asked to explain this at a Committee

eeting :

He loved her. There was never any doubt about that, and no man in love

can be ashamed of his feelings, so why should he d '

. e ; 188, eény 1t or att

gfg;g;n ltta li\yay ? 1Hte dfldsr}}leﬁher, and to the Committeeyhe se:errallecie Tﬁgpﬁg
i " (ing a lot o elley and clap-trap about a ménage-g-troi

1r;nghft be g09d enough for William Godwin and nineteenth celftulfly rI:)Ilzfi)]eIst'
ut for God’s own country in the twentieth century it simply would not do.

















































