GhE KHOOD

TO THEATRE

NO!

Bentray are owned by ATV. ATV own the Theatre Royal.
It doesn't take a lot of imagination to realise that
if they knock down the Theatre then this plum site
could be worth a hell of a lot to ATV, Whilst they
build this there is a shortage of building materials
and labour for houses. It seems that planning notice,
normally 21days, was rushed through in 17 days in this

case, To add to the scandal, Bentray could get a lot
of money in compensation if permission is taken back,
The Council's rehousing programme is already 20%
behind schedule while there are about 8,000 slum
houses in Nottingham with 9,000 on the council house
waiting list,

Councillor Stephen Evans looked into the details of
this and, for his trouble, is now suspended from the
Labour Groupo.

Raleigh Area Residents Association sponsored a meet-
ing to start a campaign against Theatre Point and
for the needs of working people in Nottingham. There
is a meeting every Thursday at 7.30 at the People's

’ Centre for all interested in actively opposing the

é office block.

There is to be a demonstration on 25th May from the

Forest. Some people have been knocking on doors and
Planning permission has been granted to Bentray Invest- calling little meetings in the streets, asking people
ments to build a 140,000 sq ft office block against the their views and explaining about Theatre Point.
Theatre Royal in the middle of town. If they finish it,

Bentray will own it. Then the ratepayers will have to How much council house rent goes to pay interest to
fork out around £250,000 a year in rent to them. money lenders (investors) who financed housing projects
In Hackney (London) well over three quarters goes to

Just what is going on? There are already 250,000 sq ft
of vacant office space in the city and 500,000 sq ft
under construction. This Prestige block will house
council employees, Meanwhile, the Council have shown
themselves incapable of providing enough decent houses

for the people of Nottingham. As one local Social Work- IT WILL BE KNOCKED DOHN. :
- er put it "You can't put families in office blocks. All Why should PRESTIGE OFFICES

our job will become is regulating a queue that gets and SHOW HOUSES take priority over slum clearance

g R 5
longer and longer from more comfortable officesi™ and the building of new houses?

investors,

A house has been built on the Forest as part of
the Festival and Trade Fair. It is said to be worth
several thousand pounds but after two weeks ON SHOW

———_.e

Councillor Butler has argued that they need all their The Action Group against Theatre Point is demanding :=
offices close together. What is the point of this if A Public Inquiry into this affair

all they do is get together to put people off since Protection for council $Unl oy edé icbnced oF
they haven't got the money left to supply our needs, spilling the beans.

anyway ? Stop the Office Block  Build Homes on the site
There is obviously something fishy going on. Centre Publish all deals between the Corporation and
point, a similar block in London, cost £5m to build the developers

in 1963. Although it's never been let it is now worth Open the books of Bentray Investments, ATV,
£45m, Colonel Siefert and Partners, who designed Siefert and the Council

London's Centrepoint have designed Nottingham's No compensation for Bentray Investment

st re Point . Take over empty office blocks for council

employees,




A DAY IN
THE

LIFE &
OF SUE™
& JIM™

Polling Day. 7.30 am.
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‘Come on Joe,you’re bloody well going to school
today. Don’t you lie in bed.....’ s
‘There’s an ’oliday Mum: ’lections.’

‘Oh Christ. I’ve got you lot round my feet all

day. AND I've got to do the shopping and go to
hospital and fix that leak.....you’ll ave to get
your own breakfasts now.’

‘Sue,Sue,the baby’s crying....’

‘Oh see to er yourself Jim. I’ve got this lot coming
down the stairs now.’

‘I’ve got to go to work you know. Money don’t
grow on trees...."

‘Huh,well you piss it up against trees every night.’
‘Anyway,if I go now I can vote on the way.’

‘Ark at im. A vote aint going to stop our Alice
crying,now is it? Ere—give er to me,and be off
with yer. (Vote! What a time to choose!)

(LOUD KNOCK AT THE DOOR)

‘Oo the ell can that be at this time?...go and see,

Jim,will you?

‘It’s the Lectricity Board...... says they’ve come
to cut us off for not paying the bill.’

‘Sod me,we spent it on the fire guards after Alice
got burned. Tell em to piss off,and DON'T LET
THE BASTARDS IN.’

11.0 am.

‘Thank god we got Jim off to work in thé end....
ad to get all the neighbours and their dogs out
to get rid of those buggers from the "Lectricity.
Cut us off,would they?

Now er next feed’s in an hour. Now where the
ell ave those kids gone. I want them to do a bit
of shopping....’

‘Mum,Mum,Andy’s tried to nick some sweets
and the shop lady’s calling the police.’

‘Oh shit,the silly little......look after Alice a min-
ute while I sort that woman out....if she wakes up
give er er milk—make it up,not out of the bottle.’

1.0 pm.

.(LOUDSPEAKER: Today is polling day. Don’t
forget to cast your vote. Your nearest polling
station is Grime Street Primary School.)

‘When am I going to get a bleedin chance to

vote at this rate? I’ll ave to go tonight...now I
must get off to that ospital. If I miss this
appointment I’ll ave to wait another five weeks
and my insides are killing me....

Now where’s that dozy babysitter? She‘d better
get ere quick if she expects her quid.’

(KNOCK KNOCK)

‘Oh that’ll be er now.’

‘AH madam. I’m from the Conservative Party.
Have you voted yet? We can provide transport.’
‘Would you take me to ospital first,mate?
Then the voting place. You see,I’ve got a terr-
ible pain since I ad our Alice....’

‘Well you see madam,we can only take people
to the polls. If I took you to the hospital I’d have
to take all of you....”

‘Look,piss off mate,if you’re not going to help.
I wouldn’t vote for your lot,anyway....fuck me,
what a cheek. The upper class git.’

4.0 pm. Hospital waiting room.

‘Look,I’ve been ere two hours. Ow muqh longer?
I’ve got three kids ere cos my baby sitter never
turned up....’
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4.30 pm.

‘Well Mrs Turner,since the business with the last
baby you really will have to take things easier...
A change of climate.perhaps? A little holiday?’
‘Look,I’ve got no earthly chance of getting away

on our money....and with Jim on split shifts there’s

always the kids. Our next door’s pretty good but
she’s got six herself.....We ought to ave nurseries
on our estate’you know.’

“‘That’s up to the politicians,Mrs Turner. I'm just

a doctor....and if you don’t watch your blood-
pressure,you’ll have to stop altogether....’

‘Those bloodd-pressure pills make me so depressed.’
‘Well,I can help you there,anyway. I'll prescribe
some anti-depressants,they’ll soon put you right,
and some more to counteract the side effects

of the two types.....

6.30 pm.

‘Ere,stop fighting you two. I’m trying to feed the
baby and she’s as ungry as ell I was so long in that
ospital. Those places make you more ill than when
you first went in............. Now what the ell’s app-

-ened to our Jim? That factory wearing 'im out.

They’ll be putting beds in the place soon and it’ll
be like visiting im-in nick. D’you remember you’ve
even got a father,eh Alice?........... Oh there you
are at last im. What kept you? Boozing again?’
‘Look love. Just been to a Union meeting.....

they tried to give me the push today....I did

a stupid thing....hit the fuckin foreman.’

‘Oh no. That’s marvellous. Back on the Dole.
Off we go down the social security kids and all.
What with that and the hospital and the

‘Look luv. Hold on. It’s not final. I haven’t
been wasting my time. I’ve had a lot of

support from the lads....and the other shops.
Looks like a strike....everyone knows that bloke’s
a right bastard.....the last straw was when he
started on at me about the reds and the unions
and the national fucking interest.’

‘O K’ luv,hold it yourself. You know I’ll always
support you in a strike—jst make sure you help
with the kids.’

‘Of course I will. And I reckon we’ll have the
management over a barrel this time.’

‘Oi! Who turned the lights off? Jamie! Put them
back on this minute!’

‘Mum, it aint me. All the lights and fires is off.’
‘Sod me,Jim,look over there. Those bastards
have dug the road up and cut us off..... told
next door they was fixing something....the
bastards....ow we going to manage with a six
month kid an all? Get the candles and parafin
heaters out will you?’

(FROM THE RADIO)

‘With only 45 minutes left to close of polling,
excitement is at fever pitch all over the country

in this thrilling election which affects us all so deeply’

‘Can’t see to piss,let alone vote.’

‘You’d be better off pissing...’

‘Shut up joking at a time like this. Look at Alice,
she’s frightened to death of the dark....’
‘Mum,Billy’s fallen down the stairs cos e couldn’t
see.’

(LOUDSPEAKER)
‘You now have ten minutes left to vote. Use
your democratic rights.’

June 6th sees a By Election in Forest Ward,

This is the area covered by the 'Interim

District Plan!

Tnis is the first issue of a
newspaper for the Notiingham
area, We want to see things
change.

le wrote, drew, typed and printed
this ourselves, It's not as hard
s you may think, Now the first
one's done there will be weekly
open meetings at T7.30 every Hednesday

3 Sherwood Rise, Nottingham,
Phone 64765

At these, policy will be made and
we arrange to do the work,

No newspaper is neutral. The
bvening l'ost certainly isn't. One
complaint of it's journalists
during last .Jummers strike was
that their stories were always
distorted by Lditorial Policy.

Our life is for a better life for
all working class people, men,
women, kids, young and old.
Bearing this is mind we welcome ay
any actions where people's needs
are asserted in place of the bosses

Also, we like a bit of fun,

The newspaper is not meant to be

a thing in itself. Progress
wouldn't necessarily means a daily
huge sale! We want to contribute
to everyone's self - activity

and class consciousness (incluiing
our own). At the moment a few
discussions might be a good idea,
One which follows from the Office
Block and Take over the City
articles will be arranged; one
from the Contraception article,
Also, perhaps one of the probless
that social and community workers
face, -

If you want somefhing to go in
then come along on Wednesday or
phone Nottm 64765,
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