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INETWORK (NEWS
~In the pPink

We are seriously concerned
at the 1ifting of price
controls on paraffin which
could take the cost from
523p. to 65p per gallon,
vhich we feel will be
disastrous to the very

poor and disabled.

The National Fuel Poverty
Forum which 1s made up of
26° welfare and environmental
groups including. 'Help the
Aged' and the 'Child Poverty
Action Group' has urged the
government to give a fuel
allowance and 100% insul-
ation grant to people who
cannot meet the cost of
rising fuel bills without
hardship.

Mr. David Greer, secretary
of N.F.P.F. has said - :
®"Paraffin 1s the fuel which
more and more families have
been forced to depend upon
because they are poor. In
many cases people cannot
afford the bills for electric
heating and they have to

use paraffin to stay warm.
These heaters are a health
and safety hazard. They
promote condensation. and
mould growth. ThiS 15
particularly true in badly
designed and poorly 1insulated
council houses".

ROLLING AND C

An N.C.,B. public relations
.press release has just
‘reached our office, and it
contains some interesting
facts concerning the current
fuel situation.

- During the past few weeks,
almost 600,000 tonnes of coal
have been l1lifted from Midlands
ground - stocks and-dispatched
to local power stations to |
ease demand on precious oil
reserves,
- The massive .1ifting of coal
. from collieries and coal
stocking sites, has been to
help replenish the diminished
~reserves at power stations,
after a long cold winter,

It will also help to achieve
the increased coal burn
proposed following the
International Energy Agency
meeting in Paris last month.

At this meeting, member
. nations, of which Britain is
~one, adgreed to reduce the
- demand for oil by five per
- cent, and mapped out the

The department of energy

has stated ‘that the price
controls were being lifted
to safeguard supplies to
customers. Mr. Hamish Gray,

Minister of State for

Energy, said 1lncreasing
numbers of shops were no
longer stocking paraffin
because of the low profit
margins. He said "We
believe that the situation
has become sn serinus that

if we don't take action then
there will be a real shortage
>f paraffin this winrter. It.
is better t» De avallable at
a higher nrice than not

at all?s

vValor, one »f the two
manufacturers of pararfin
heaters in Britain, Said that
ati Teast half Af-1tscuston="
érs were t e cick, e€elkderly,
andithe lesesyell ng,

e | .

J

general lines of a crash

programme to bring coal to the

recr e wherever pnssible,. :

The Midlands operation, part
¢ a2 national scheme to help
ensire power stations are well
stocked, has i1nvolved close

liasna. between the three parties

concerned - British Rail, who
have been movincethe fuel, the
Central Electricity Generating
Board, and the National Cnal
Board.

It has involved B.R. putting
on hundreds »f special trains,
and the C,E.G.B. and N.C.B.
ensuring their establishments
have been manned at weekends
to load and unload the fuel.

Work has continued at ]
collieries on holiday, withj
sufficient men on hand to
ensure that the merry-go-
round trains which ply between
power stations ‘and collieries,
could be loaded. '

This operation 1s increasing-

ly undertaken by rapid loading

bunkers, which are mounted over
railway lines, and the stocklift -
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OALING

They said that the increase
was more gnnd news than bad
because more shnps would

stock paraffin a>w that
the Profit margins were

‘higher.

A spokesman for the central
office of Friends of the
Earth said that-these rises
affect those pe ple who are
least able to cope with them.
Either they don't have the
neccessary capital to pay

the high electricity charges
or they don't have the funds
to provide adequate insulation.
The burden is especially hard
for o0l1d people wvho often
spend most of the day indoors
and so are payiqg~a,heating

'bill for a whole say, whereas

people who go out to work

pay smaller bills and usually
have more money. After
contacting David Green he
stated emphatically that the
government was making it worse
for the poorest people who
used paraffin. He also
ishowed some concern that the
government had no plans to
increase the fuel allowance
at the present time.

1s in addition to freshly mined
supplies of coal which are being
delivered from Midlands mines
to power stations at an average »
-rate of 475,000 tonnes per week. .
Meanwhile, men' and management
at Midlands collieries are
wvorking together to ascertain
wvhat more they can do to ensure
that the C.E.G.B. can meet its
' target of increasing the
" national coal burn to a record
80 million tonnes this year,
' to conserve o0il supplies. :
. A breakdown of the Midlands -
: ground stocks of coal, dispat-
. ched to power stations, shows
" that the Nottinghamshire mines
have so far l1lifted 302,000
tonnes from stocks. .
In North Derbyshire, 66,000
tonnes have been dispatched.
' The coalfields of the South
. Midlkands have sent 213,000
‘tonnes, 72,000 tonnes from
South Derbyshire, and 130,000
‘tonnes from Leicestershire.

Steve Lawson.




(ATY NEWS

- LENTONRESIDENTS ACT
ON POLLUTION

The Lenton Action Group

have 1ssued an invitation

to local residents to claim
compensation from .Raliegh

for emissions of iron oxide,
into the air which have caused
damage to property in the
Lenton area.

And the city's Envirdnmental
Health Department has supp-
orted local residents comp-
laints by serving a Prohib-
ition Order against the comp-
any.This 1s the first time

that a Prohibition Nrder has
beenn served against the company
and the Order which comes under
the Recurring Nulsance Act can
be 1nvoked at any time should
the pollution continue,

Local residents have been comp-
laining about pollution from

Raliegh factories for some years

nowv but within the past six
months the pollution and conse-
quent damage to property has
grown worse,

dn Friday July, 13th a local
resident Mrs Mary Clark hung

her daughters clothes-out to dry

dry and when she went to collect
them she found them covered in
stains. Members of the Lenton
Action Group have taken samples

COUNCIL
GIVES
PUB£30.000

The Nottingham Building
Society 1s to receive a grant
of over £30,000 from Notts.
County Council Environment
Committee towards the
restoration of the "White
Heart™ pub i1n Newark. The
15th century building 1in
Newark market place 1is to be
restored because of 1ts
supposed historical import-
ance to the town. But some
members of the gnvironment
Committee are sceptical about
the building's historical
importance, and feel that
money could have been better
spent on other things.
Nevertheless the grant 1s to
go ahead, but Nottingham
Building Society have been
informed that it will not be
increased. ;

The back of Raliegh's Lenton factory

of the baby's clothing to the
Environmental Health Department
urging them to take action. A
spokesman for the group said :
"As far as we are concerned this
1S the last straw. Raliegh has
promised us and the city author-
1ties that no further emissions
would take place and this 1is the

result. And not only are wve

angry about damage done to prop-

erty but we are sériously conc-
erned for the health of local
residents particularly children®%

Meanwvhile the Environmental
Health Department is examining
the clothes and threatening
Raliegh wvith the installation
of a pellution deposit gauge
to measure fall out over the
coming months.

GETDIGGING!

Despite the national
shortage of allotments, the
city's Technical Services
department report that there
are over 170 vacant plots
available at the moment.

The majority of these are at
"Hungerhulls® in the St. Ann's
are;hof the. city.

e modest charge for an
allotment .(rents vary from
£5 -£15 per arnum depending
on the size of the plot)
makes ownership a good way of
cutting down on rising food
prices as well as ensuring.
plenty of fresh air and
exercise to the owner. AS
allotments in many urban areas
are very difficult to obtain
nowv might be a good time to
apply for one 1in Nottingham,
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Potential allotmenters should
contact the city's Technical
Services department - :
-Clarendon St. (Phone Nottm.
48561) and ask for a list of
vacant plots. The next-step
1s to go and find the vacant
plots and i1dentify a suitable
patch., If you have difficul-
ty in finding a suitable plot
ask somebody at Technical
Services 1f they could come
out and i1dentify the vacant
plots for you, as there are
thousands of allotments at
Hungerhulls. Just one word
0of warning...... gemember to
check your land for good drain-
age before making a final
decision. Happy digdgdingeeseee

Mike Brown































