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I welcome Issue No. 1 of Dole Drumý. I could not understand the
front cover, what it was saying , but that was probably my ignor-,  
ance, not yours. r j _ y

The article óDiscussions óon Unemploymentó raised some interesting
points. The quote "We are organisations of the unemployed" cry
union bureaucratsó , iió said could only have been by some misguided

I ' óii

Trade Unions came into being from those at work: it was, and re- t
mains not only their prime, but their sole objective as organisa-
tions tojrepresent those at work. In-the four major recessions i
since the 1870's, TU's may have noted unemployment, primarily by
trying to prevent their members joining them, but once out of work,
individuals were no longer represented by the union. This is not
to confuse the position of some unions maintaining unemployed in
membership, with some paying benefit. This is not representing
the employed. t ifó 1 ñ -  

The "hope ofj'I'U change" in the article does not in my opinion take
account of what has been going on. I would argue that the 1980's
has held more change re TUC/ôIóU's and unemployed than the whole of r
the period back to 1868. I am not suggesting great leaps, but
ohanges on ways of working and attitude are taking place-

., .

I

1930's has had two óPeople's March for Jobsó , organised, financed
and backed by the TU movement; Jobs for Youth Express - initiated
by TUC working with black, youthlj rstudent and religious organisa-
tions; TUC actively encourages '.'LþU's to maintain unemployed in
membership; has had money raising campaigzs throughout the move-
ment for pampaigs concerning purely unemployment; setting up TUC
Unemployment Centres. This lasthinitiative has given whole towns,
looal authorities, Voluntary Groups, black organisations, students1 .

and the Trade Unions the opportunity to work with and take respons-
ibility for the Unemployed. 3

Not withstanding how, successful or not much of these initiatives
have been, it shows the TUC and Unions are-seeing unemployment not
as in the past, a problem for this individual and state, but now
as a collective responsibility for those still at work.

CýIS PRESTON
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I I

I'm glad that Chris has replied to my article in DD1. Unfortunately
"Organisations of the Unemployed" should read "Organiýationý Of the
Employed". *Chris outlines the historical basis of British Trade Un-
ionism well and I wouldn't disagree with this outline; the point that
Trade Unions should fight Unemployment by defending membersó jobs is
particularly relevant.  

Unfortunately we are now experiencing the aftermath of Compromise,
Betrayal and Defeat in the fight for jobs. jThe result is that more
people than ever before are on the dole with no hope of finding real
work. That situation, I feel, demands a radical response, the most,
obvious being to take on the responsibility of organising all workers
employed or unemployed to fight for their rights. AB Chris rightly
points out, the TUC have recognised that a problem does exist and have
taken various initiatives.   

Firstly there were the '81 and '83 Peoples Marches and the '81 Jobs
yExpress. Unfortunately if ever there was a case of óOne step forward,
two steps backó, it was these three initiatives. The 1981 March for
Jobs did indeed command mass support. The problem was the lack of a
serious follow up. lýaving provided a pole of attraction for the Un-
employed, they were just allowed to drift away. No real Peoples Cam-
paig for Jobs with mass Unemployment membership was built. It'B LII"
teresting that the usual response to requests for organisation was
óJoin the Labour Partyó much as óRight to Work Campaignó Marchers were b
told to join the SWP1 The follow up óJobs Expressó was really dire.

 Unemployed youth were whizzed round the country on a train. They here
discouraged from associating with workers in dispute. Most insulting
was the óBanner of the Begging Handó wished upon these people by the
 TUC.ó The '83 march only served to confirm the damage done. No longñ
er a march for jobs but a march for full employment a firýt PTiÁr1tYè
the message was watered down to appeal to Tories, churchmen etc so _
that it failed to appeal to the Unemplo ed. óWith the Peoples Campaign

 wound up there remains the Unemployed.ýgntres. óThese leave much to
be desired. Iþany óCentrespiconsist of nothing more than a couP1B ÁÄ
volunteers in a draughty church hall. Many of the bigger centres like
NCU have the MSG ósword of DamoGlesó hanging OVBT their aÁt1V1tle5'
Sheffield was disrupted.by withdrawal of funds for being too clOÄB1Y
associated with an Anti-Snoopers Campaign. It is perhaps significant
that one of the best Centres, Herseyside, is funded by the labour move-
ment and exists in an area with a unique unemployed branch of the TuUU-
Would.not the full participation of the Unemployed in.TUós help reallýe
the potential of the TUC Centres? Of course the TUC has a_p0l1ÄF Áf
allowing membership of Unemployed ex-members, but this is invariably
a "second class" membership with no right to attend conferences etc.ó
Government policy appears to be one of driving down "F1895 and ÁÁnd1tlÁnS
by excluding a large;number of workers from the economic process. The
Trade Unions must answer this with a campaign that involves all workers
regardless of employment status.     

 óom  cwater   <8.Re



PLASTIC CARDS AND POLICE STATES

The introduction of plastic National Insurance Cards evoked predictable
protest from Labour Spokesman M. Meacher. Unfortunately his emphasis
was wrong. His comments that these cards represented a development of  
a police state were easily rebuffed by the Tories; what was sinister
about replacing a bit of cardboard with a bit of plastic?  

The first point that can be made is that the police state is developing
h

from the local Gestapo will be round to check out your loyalty to
state. While if you're unlucky enough to look like the current Pu
mew No. 1 you could find your next stop at the traffic lights mor
exciting than usual! _  

The sigzificant thing about these cards is the ma@.etic strip on the
back. If the cards really are just an innocent replacement for their
cardboard counterpart why is this strip there at all? The strip enables
the card to be med to operate y'hole in the wallô machines like those
used by banks. It is thus possible to introduce electronic s:i.@ing on
in the wake of these cards being introduced. This obviously poses the
threat of Job Issues in Dole Offices. But possibilities go beyond this.
The cards could be combined with "point of sale" terminals (the ones that
read bar-codes)- This would enable the payment of benefits in the óform
of a ration rather than in paý. While this may seem extreme it" would
only be the continuation of rend started by Housing Benefit, of depri
Unemployed of the right to organise their offices. In fact this very
system is being introduced in parts of the USA to replace food stamps.
(parts of the very same óland of the freeó have resurrected the poor house
inCidú11t1y)o

I

It is not only these dangers that are worrying. The fact that the systeþ
is prepared to introduce all this Hi-Tech reflects a view of unemploylent;
that it is here to stay at current levels. This obviously produces a  
problem of control. One side of the response to this is the increased
reliance on coercion, seen in the development of Special Patrol Groups,
M.otGear etc. Included in this is the~ use of tactics originally developed P
in the Ulster statelet- The other aspect of the response is the card and
what this could imply. "

It would be wrong to think that this view of Unemployment" is the exclusive
preserve of the Tories. Neil Kinnocl® has said that Labour will be unable
to promise work to those mle Unemployed under the Tories. (Interesting
this, having lost the last election promising F..A. to the Unemployed, Neil
imgines he'll win the next promising sweet F..A-).  

Unfortunately these threats will probably result in yet another roar of
Apathy from claimants. Leaving the fight against such attacks to a few
stalwarts is dangerous, and if the solving of the problem of Unemployment
is left to Politicians, Bureaucrats and Policmen, claimants are unlikely .
to like the ósolutionsô offered. . P

1

... T; *

From The Collected Thoughts of Chairman Mark
V010

quite well thank you plastic NI cards or no. Just join CND and t e o '
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