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15,000 unemployed chasing 1,450 jobs, over ten
people for every Jjob vacancy in Nottingham. No wonder
the queues at the Jobcentres, Employment Offices and
DHSS are growing! Nationally the unemployment figures
are 1,613,000, the highest since the 1930's - 6.8%
of the working population,

It's the young people who are particularly hard
hit by the growth of unemployment, only a third of
this year's school leavers have found jobs yet - leaving
2,250 school leavers in Nottingham out of a job, nation-
ally the figure is 4 million,

Why? Because when the employers can pick and
choose who to take on, up go the "experience essential",
tgkilled work"™ and "mature applicants" notices, kEven
the Department of Employment reckons that out of those
2,000 vacancies in Nottingham only a hundred or so
are for unskilled young people.

SO THERE ARE SOME JOBS GOING?" - True, jobs at
around £20 a week, jobs where employers take on 16
year olds till they're "too old" - and that means 18
-~ when they will take on another 16 year old at the
lowest possible pay. '

WBUT IF PREOPLE WOULD ONLY TRAIN FOR SKILLED JOBS".
~ There are less apprenticeships than ever before,
only a handful in Nottingham, and most of them are
phony. Most apprenticeships mean 3 or 4 years of
being cheap labour, doing the work that skilled workers
would not touch and at 1eSS PaYeseessthough if you really

wanted to learn about tea~makingesesees

"WE'LL GO AND GET BETTER QUALIFICATIONS". - Another
year or two at school or college with no grant, no
independence — for whatTeseeesees

Joining the dole gqueue a bit later you'll probably be

(continued oveTasss)



'over qualified'. But if you do get
ocnto a Poly or University course (and
cutbacks mean there are less places)
the grant that you get isn't that much
more than the dole and all the holiday
jobs that meant you could survive have
TONC s o »

" WELL THE GOVERNMENT. IS TRYING TO
- DO SOMETHING!

Too right it is, make Unempioyment
figures look lower without spending
too much Mmoney.

€0,000
sc mes!',
watching
L. hope

are on the 'job creation

the work experience scemes =
someone else do a Jjobt you've
of getting, or try the TOPS
trainin;- scheme and ¢t a magnificent
£16.85 a week while your'e training
full time = it i0oes up to £19 when
you are I9... wyatch cut for all those
bis spendersi But there's still no
promise of a job at the end of it, or
even nuch chance of one.

"SO WHAT CiN WE DO2" 1It's not poing
to be the :overnment who'll fight
«.unonployment for us -=-their'job!' of =
holdin:: wages down and cutting public
spending is desiined to keep the
employers profits up - and so 1is
unemployment, ~ It's us : who suffer
from unemployment, or who are likely
to be thrown osut of work who have to

figsht lLack,

NO TO LNY REDUNDLNCIES:

Every joL lost is a defeat for the
employed and unemplonyed alike either
tringcing the-threat of unenployment
closer cr kecping pecple out of work
longer. ‘hat is needed is united
action against. the threat of
unemploynent and asainst its rim
realltyo | e .

If . the enployers threaten to lay. :
pecple off we should demand a shorter
workin:  week planned out,6 to make sure
there need be nc lost jobs...and with
ne loss of pay. Nationally we need
a2 55 hour week to make more jobs
available, and the trade unions whos

conferences regularly call for it need

to be organised to fi-ht for it Lind
risht now we need to make sure no
overtime is worked - it hits at the

chances Df the~unemployed cetting work
it divides workerss

L
to close their :factory they should be
oceupied and the government forced to
nationalise them ... but for that sort
of real 'cure to unemployment'we need
the unity of empnloyed and unenploycd.

the bosses try it on and threaten
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Racism & Labour

ORGLNISE THE UNEMPLOYED

Unemployed workers are cut off fron
other workers because many trade °
unions refuse to orpanise uanemployed,
workers - mest don't have unemployed
sections and school leavers who don't
et a job never et a chance to become
part of the or:-anised working class
movement, Ve pust ficht for the -
richt of the. unemployed to join unions,
to orpanise their own renulnly - -7
independant sections and to have a

: 2 .voice
inside the workers movement, '

' But right now we need to be able to

organise for action ..« the best way to

do that would be to do what was done in
the I930s organis UNEMPLOYED WORKERS
COMMITTEES, Such comuittees would
deal with quite simple things like
cetting tosether to make sure people
were pgettin;: enouih benefit and to

provide recreational facilities for
the unemnloyed but they]d\also take up
a fight a:ainst unemployment itself,

That would mean ;oing into factories
to explain to shop floor workers why
overtime hits the unemployed, it would
mean takin,” action to support employed:
workers fightin: redundancy. If that
sort of activity is done the unemployed
can't be turned into a scab army . and
unemployment won't be alble to he used
as a boiey to keep wa;es down

There isn't an unemployed workers
comnittee in Nottin. ham,.. Lut they do
e ist in towns like Coventry and

Liverpool where youn; socialists have
helped build up unemployed workers

centres, Those comuyittees Tirsht-s.it.-

- ¢an "be done here.,. if we fi/ht,. . -

Carlton LPYS wants to work with. every

other group interested in taking up a

ficht erainst unemployment - pget in

touch with the YSif you want to Jjoin
the 'ficht..,., watch out for news in. the
. hexXt issue of RELEL.

Last year's Labtour Party conference -
passed a resolution against racialism
~-Bis deal! 1Isn't that all that
conferences like that ever do, pass
nice soundin; resolutions and then sit
back and wait to do the same next year?

True, bLut this reolution was a bit
different.,

First, it didn't just say 'racialism
is nasty and should be stopped', it
pointed the finger at 'its own' Lalour
rovernm.nt and said "Immigration laws
which you operate are racist and should
be scrapped" contd p3
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1977 is the year of punk rock - the
year when youth foung a new ideology
after nearly a decade of sterility and
self-indulgence, (for those richenough)
Teenage rebellion had been confined to

the terraces andhad identified fellow

teenagers (from different cities) as the
enemy. |

PUNK. BRINGS BLCK REBELLION

Punk rock, as well as bringing agression

back to music has brought back rebellidn
and given it more direction than it ewver
had before. Many groups (Clash, Pistols
and
(as opposed to just anti-establishment)
and the movement aims specifically at
working class youth espacially the
unemployed. ‘

NEW WAVE TORIES?

BEven the Jam: o revere the Queen, play
in front of Union Jacks and'will be votin
Tory at the next election' (Paul Weller)
arc agressively anti-establishment and

anti a systen whoze politicians, councill-}

ors, etc, etc simply won't listen:

"In the city there's a thousand things

I wanna say to you,
But whenever I approach you, you
make me look a fool"

Tat then is the good news.But, as the
Jam illustrate, its one thing to ask the
questionssanother to come up with the
correct answers. The Jam's would have us
vote Tory, and even the Clash to/say the
least are politically naive - they hint
at revolution without isuggesting what it
is or how it is to be achieved

OEXIZET STRANGLERS

The Stranglers are the most commercially
their lyrics

successful of the punk bands:
are . blatantly sexist and often down-

right nasty. 0.K. so0 sexism is nothing .
new(Stones, Hendrix,Quoetc) but bondage
and pervertion are not funny. Ldd to this
the fact that many of the Strancglers
fans wear Nazi cecmblems and affect a
liking for fascism and thc mixture looks
pretty dangerous,

It can be argued that fashion has often
displayed a-liking for paramilitary gear

0

Chelsea) are explicitly anti-capitalist

| Racism ond Labour

PUNK — REVOLT.OR.JUST
o RO T TG

and insignia (eg Hells 4ngels), but
the present economic climate is ripe
for the growth of fascism., You may
expect a fascist group like the
National Front to be fdisgusted' ahd
'horrified'Bby the activities of Punks

(especiallly the Sex Pistols) but in
fact its trying to woo punks to its °?
dubious ¢ause!,

Punk rock then is to be welcomed

on the whole, but is, like all ecults

to be treated with caution. The message
really is ...e if you want to have

a good time and kick at the system by
all means be a punk, but if you want an
ideology that really will smash the
system, get political.

Tim,

conld,

The conference realised that attempts
to divide workers into'them' and 'us'
just tecause of wherealouts people happen
to be born is stupid - and dangerous. |
Inmmis;rattion laws are danerous tecause
they support racialist ideas that
'foreicners' are 'inferior' and should
e “teontroliled!

bven mor. important the resolution
called for actlidi«, Tor the Labour
Party to hold demonstrations, meetin:s

- and a special conference on the issue.

But what hapnpened? one demonstation
in London then...nothin;, no conference
a handful of mcetings and two tatty
leaflets which said 'iami, ration laws

- are necessary'-~ exactly the opnposite of

the conference decision!

Why? the Laltour ;overnment would find

a proper campai;n against racism Ly

'its own' party embarassing - lecause

the Lalour Party would have to say to

it "You're raciglists" and it would

Iirht to Kick raciste out of labonr
movement positions... s0 gome people

in the Labour Party let the campaipn die.

Carlton LPYS wants to btring the
Latour Party campai;n 'back to life!
That's why Carlton LPYS is ome of the
firet Young Socialist branches ts back
the ¢call from the party that'waved last
years resolution.fTor a.lobby of this.
years Labsur Party conferemce to say
VERLIGHT ,RACISM NO TO ALL IMMIGRATION LAWSY













