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We are a group who campaign for peace and social ]t1Slf1C8, at the individual, local, national and
global levels
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Meetings are held m D137 of the Portland Buildmg, every Wednesday at 4pm. ]oin the NSPM  
planmng mailing list for planning news and events You can do this by emailing us at:

sunspm@su nottinghamgcuk

Hicham Yezza

Editorial Committee
Richard I-Iindes

Sam Walton

Contributors
Penny Dale, Sam Walton, Andrew Gibson,

Richard Hindes, I-Iich Yezza, Clarissa Hughes
Parker

Please send comments, letters and articles to
Ceasefiremag@yahoo co uk
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IOIN THE CEASEFIRE FORUM!
An informal gathering for anyone interested m being involved in this magazine,

OI']11S'Ã interested in lively stimulating discussions about politics, activism and culture.

Every Friday at 5pm, outside the Glass Atrium, Portland Building

Whybother clumsy
Love when Hate is

So easy?
Why build a dream when

Greed's gravity rebels
Against every tired brick?
But breathing is so simple
When time is on your side
Words are melting pebbles

In this crimson maze of clouds
And yes this morning
We believe in healing

And in rebelling
Against... the rebellion
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Will they? Won't they? It seems the question of whether the Neo-Con zealots at the White House will be
reckless/brave/stupid/steadfast (circle as appropriate) enough to attack Iran is now on the lips of everyone who's
been paying attention to the mountingly sinister dance of "dare 6: bluffò the two regimes of Tehran and Washington
have been gamely engaging in for the past three years.
Analyses and assessments vary but a consensus seems to be converging around the unthinkability of a ground-force
invasion. No matter how virulent the sabre-rattling emanating from the I\leo-Imperialist right-wing media gets, the
plain truth of the matter is that Iran is not Iraq. Not only is the former significantly bigger and more populous. The
Iranian regime still enjoys fairly solid levels of loyalty (if not popularity) amongst its population, a very crucial
difference to the pre-invasion Iraq of the (almost) imiversally-hated Saddam. Furthermore, the brilliant use made
domestically by Ahmadinejad of the Nuclear Inspections saga has helped further stir up nationalistic feelings amongst
the populace and, ironically, has helped give a new lease of life to the Mullahsô grip on a new generation of Iranians
who now feel compelled to support their leadership out of nationalistic pride rather than religious fervour (as was the
case in the Khomeini-led 1979 revolution).
However, it is quite clear, most observers agree, that the current status-quo is imsustainable. Something has to give,
and either the Iranians will voluntarily agree to some sort of strategic realignment that will stop the US from seeing
them as a clear threat to its hegemony, or the US will have to review its ambitions in the region and cut them down to
a more realistic and manageable size. A third option, of course, is that the US would attempt the use of force to drive
events its way. Indeed, the most common prediction currently made is that a "surgical" attack will be carried out,
either by the US itself or by proxy (Israel is seen as the obvious candidate but last summerôs defeat against Hezbollah
has changed things a bit). This too, however, is imlikely to an extent. Iran has been quite vocal in asserting its intention
to retaliate vigorously against any attacks. This might, indeed, be just verbal fireworks for internal consumption I
(everyone remembers how the Iraqi leadership maintained its public bravado to the very end, and beyond) but the
crucial difference is that Iran actually DOES possess the means to inflict serious damage to US interests, whether by
directly causing military losses or via the more fearsome weapon of economic and politicalpressure, after all, Iran not
only has enormous leverage in the region regarding the production, transport and distribution of Oil, it also holds a
few pieces of choice on the regional chessboard, notably via its enormous influence on (and sponsorship) of dominant,
motivated and well organised Shia movements in Iraq and Lebanon.
It seems the coming year will be a test (yes, another one, please bear with us) of the UN's relevance in intemational
affairs. Any further erosion to its already-shattered credibility could quite spell the end of the organisation as a serious
body with a meaningful level of authority. If the US goes ahead with its attack on Iran (The US-led media campaign
aimed at "softening upò world opinion on this matter in order to "prepare" it for this eventuality has been well-A-under
way for months now) we would essentially be going back to a pre-WW2 political mindset, a comeback to the "Might is
Right" paradigm would essentially mean the last 70 years of slow and painful efforts by the intemational coinmimity
to leave behind the horrors of the 20"? Century would have been an idealistic but ultimately utopian and imsuccessful
adventure. For anyone who (believes inaefuture of universal humanism based on embracing richness indiversity,  
taking Part in the global effort to stem the US behemoth fromytaking the madness of imperialism a step too far is
literally (beyond the clich®sand the soundbites) a matterof civilisational survival.  

 Fair's Fair: How ethical is the ñEthicalò movement?
IN FOCUS: The ArmsTrade   

Activism on Campus: Good News, at last!
Peace In Poetry  

...and more



On Thursday 15"ó February, a
motion was finally passed in
Nottingham's SU council banning
any affiliation with, or promotion
of, arms companies, and to lend
support to students opposing the
presence of arms companies on
campus.

After months of collaboration
with the Environmental and
Social Justice Committee,
members of NSPM, Amnesty
International and the Young
Greens attended the SU council
meeting to support the motion.
Following the criticism as to the
exact wording of the motion at
the previous council meeting, the
second attempt to pass it was
swift and successful, with only
one vote in opposition.

The passing of this motion now
means that Nottingham has
followed the example of
Universities such as York and
Edinburgh in adopting an ethical
policy, and has given us a
platform to eventually push arms
companies out of our University
altogether. The Union has now
noted that companies such as
BAE Systems are responsible for
unethical business deals with
numerous oppressive and poor
countries, and many students are
opposed to any afýliation with
such companies. The next stage,
however, is to stop arms
companies from. attending
University career conventions,
where jobs in these unethical
businesses are promoted, and

further changes are needed to .
stop societies from affiliation with
them. The final aim is to get the
University to disinvest from arms
companies altogether, and while
this may seem a big target, our
victory in SU council showed that
student pressure can be powerful.

A full copy of the adopted motion
on arms companies can be seen at:
http:/ /members.spboards.coin_/iv
iewtopic.plip?t=2S<$ziiifoi'iini=uns
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at What's tlie Of tlit-3; left? (It
might seern " to have
iW11@Ib1a~sP11emeþ$ tqussýonxsracns
an'Ieditorial= ofa.the.5.1PTeacej.Movement's.
magma tlmemore

(ever, sthpe cjoncept of  the
Left  is being.  and
questioned. Of i+Ä1nO.tl1i11g
new itself, abut for ódecades the
attacks came. from usual quarters:
the Iis11t.:ii Winsè I  the
establishmentarianpata elite] and the
"reactionary bþSfi011$"- However, this

no longer tl1E'.l.Q'flSú}.' liideed, for the
pastten resist.a. ofs<>n1stiH1sS
mildbutoften virulent idenlmoiotions
llave  been  from
Ims><PsÂted Eitliere
111mi11þ1'i@$ of leftiI\Â1i1dý18.$ÁmÂi
rain .e11is11-r>rQfi1e spokesmen or
fr@n1.e><~1eftists,  wiþi
@8111   i
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bfeliiefþtliat a bigger threat to
Wer1dPseÂe Oselm Biii Laden,
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aný.-Isrþ@ý.stþI1Â.o?that borders e (and

.'l_()l\{'iúI'.into) straight, ugly
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traitoruse: .amora1 members of the
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principles , but1e.biy the moral
courage -8s1i\1inÂ'~,i'i80I0u$ Self-
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thanseeing some figures on the left,
vibraiit anda lucid foryam. into
iiituperative .  . loudmouþis
whose rheto1fica;l performances have
now. s®eiriinglypi, (set on
autopilot- _ p p. _ . , .

 II.believe~:ithe.~,.l.eft.still has a huge
role to Play as a Worlds-Shapilis force
for good, Ialso. believe) that this
will only be tniustetrp the
intellectual perform ea
thorough: Sú1f?úXaIDiþ&ýOH of its
beliefs, principles and. strategic
positions. .. L 1 L

I think wefishoillld never oppose
(or. indeed. support) a War. a
goveirnmenbo or anindividual, simply
as as result of: some Pavolovjian reþex
based on perceived alliances and
mutual benefit.,lI.lnfortunastely, I have
witnessed too ;many of fp.eo.p1e.
who call tl1úI11SelV8S (leftists. (or (even,
more activists of the
left)
Politisþl 1'$$11@$.t.PuIs1Yl>þ$@<l
on very . Siiiiple-niiiided
preitudissaeat   e

avireligion or
M11; . A Prof@$$i@11~
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