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Quiet please! We're stealing your freedom
Hich Yezza

Yes, Tony Blair might very well be a “tragic buffoon” (as a particularly observant journalist remarked
recently) with a very shaky grip on what most humans refer to as “Reality” but even he has started to realise
that the nightmare he has helped unleash in Iraq is not the glorious success he has been trying to parade for all
these months. Whereas the talk two years ago was all about “How can we go from being liberators to
becoming Nation-builders?” all we hear now from the sombre corridors of the New labour citadel and beyond
is “How do we get out of this mess without losing face?”. Too many people have died pointlessly for those of
us who have opposed this cynical act of barely-disguised neo-imperialist aggression to afford a most weary
and saddened “I told you so™.

Closer to home, the recent Government defeat in passing its 90-day arrest-without-trial anti-terror proposals is
certainly cause for celebration but should not deflect us from pursuing the fight against the ferocious assault
on our basic liberties that this Government has been conducting relentlessly for years now.. The debate over ID
cards may have subsided but the proposals and the white papers are still there and the Government is intent on
having its way by any means necessary. All it needs (and what it is publicly hoping for) 1s for the citizens of
this country to succumb en masse to the alluring drug of political apathy. What the sinister mandarins are
counting on is that enough members of the British public will keep quiet and do nothing to oppose the new
legislation (whether it’s the introduction of ID or the anti-terror laws), the government wants us to think “It’s
the brown chap down the street who will be suffer most under this law, so what do I care?”.

Here in Nottingham, an ambitious season of political activism is already under way so if you haven’t already
joined one social justice society or other please do so now and start making a ditference (yes, some clichés do
mean something). The big theme of this issue is Free Speech, clashing opinions on this topic are presented and
it’s for you, dear reader, to make up your own mind. There’s a lot you can do here on campus, it’s just a
matter of genuinely believing in the possibility of a better world, what you can't afford to do, however, 1s
spend another day, listlessly absorbing the delicious offerings of daytime TV. Where to start? Read this issue
then visit http://www.su.nottingham.ac.uk/~environ oh, and talking of clichés: Welcome to the revolution!
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NEWS: One Voice comes to Nottingham Uni

Hich Yezza

In an age of rampant cynicism, it's
very hard for most of us to take
anything brazenly idealistic at face
value, we either dismiss it as naive
and unrealistic or raise suspicions
about its “true” intentions often
invoking that lovely, lovely phrase:
Hidden Agenda.

Mohammed Ali with the One Voice Declaration

puzzling of conundrums: How to
achieve Peace in the Middle East.

The idea behind One Voice is simple
enough, a grassroots movement
started in the Occupied Territories
and in Israel in 2002 that has been
trying to boost its momentum and is
aiming for that magical threshold

........

Do not despair however, for there is
hope, and there MIGHT be a chance
an idealistic approach can be a
productive one.

Let me tell you why.

On the 10th November, thanks to an
event organised by Forum, our
campus was host to the good people
of One Voice, an International
organisation dedicated to the
Herculean task of solving that most

that would turn it Into a mass
movement, and with 150.000
members already signed-up this
doesn’t seem as far-fetched as the
cynical voice in your head might
suggest. As to what the organisation
is actually proposing, One Voice
says it is not interested in proposing
solutions, only in getting people to
communicate and discuss their
positions.

This is why the focus of its work so
far, according to the organisers, has
been to try getting a representative
picture of what the Israeli and
Palestinian publics want. Their
findings, obtained after an
ambitious surveying effort, show
that whilst when it comes to certain
topics such as the status of
Jerusalem, the fate of the refugees
and the holy sites, the gap between
the two sides is still unbridgeable,
other issues seem to meet far less
opposition and we can even speak
of some sort of “consensus”, for
instance, the end of the occupation
and the need for Palestinians to
have a fully-working state.

Jake Hayman, a Nottingham
University graduate who is now
based in the New York office of One
Voice in charge of overseeing the
fundraising efforts, gave a very
heartfelt summary of the
organisation’s scope and aims
before introducing his fellow
speakers, Shiri Ourian and Malak
Abu Meizar, two prominent One
Voice activists from Israel and The
Occupied territories respectively.
The presentation was sleek and
certainly showed a great deal of
belief in their quest and a lot of
effort on the ground canvassing
people and publicising their
initiative. @~ The audience was
respectful and attentive but the
questions they asked often betrayed
the deep-rooted scepticism many
still felt, scepticism that will be
familiar to anyone who has dealt
with the Middle East and its history
so replete with false dawns and
crushed hopes. "

The One Voice movement might
turn out to be all about hot air and
no action, or it could be the starting
point for a new generation of
Israelis and Palestinians, it certainly
deserves to be given a chance and
there’s one way to find out which
way things are going to go: As the
cliché goes: Only time will tell.

To know more visit:
httpy//www.OneVoiceMovement.org
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EDITORIAL

DEBT RELIEF OR

MAKE-BELIEVE?
Hich Yezza

People often disagree about how to
go on about solving the world’s
plethora of critical issues, from
global warming to combating
malaria, the methodologies and
strategies  offered often vary

drastically from one camp to the
other.

On the other hand, hardly anyone
seems to challenge the fact that debt
relief is a good thing. In fact, saying
otherwise is the closest thing to
heresy in the secular left’s
ideological battleground, and yet,
voices are now being raised to say
the unsayable. And it's not the usual
suspects from the first world’s elites
who are saying it but people from
the grassroots movements in the

Third World.

Indeed, after many decades of active
campaigning for debt relief, a
certain truth is starting to emerge:
Debt relief is not the magical potion
many have thought it to be, in fact,

in certain cases quite the opposite
has often happened.

The argument for debt relief is easy
enough to comprehend, many
countries are crippled by the
colossal bills of debt repayments
that drain most of their income and
leave very little to spend on their
populations’ welfare. It's easy to see
how relieving the debt would
unlock billions of dollars for the
governments to spend on essential
infrastructure building and on
extensive education and health
programs.

However, the reality has been rather
different for two major reasons:
First, the debt relief that is often
offered is not the no-strings-
attached waving away of the debt
that the public often think it is, in
fact, it's seen by many to be quite
simply equivalent of a poisoned
water cup offered to a desperately
thirsty person in the heart of the
desert. The offer comes with
extensive demands for the country
to perform certain drastic changes in
the way it runs its economy. And
most of the changes are of course to
the detriment of the country itself
and their sole purpose is to enhance
the investment opportunities of the
“donor” countries’” multinationals.
These include savage
“liberalisations” of the import-
export systems making it very easy
for outside mammoth corporations
to invade a national market and
crush the local competitors. This has
happened on numerous occasions in
Africa and elsewhere and the trend
seems to be only getting quicker and
more aggressive.

Secondly, the debt relief hardly ever
comes ahead with conditions that
are actually beneficial for the local
populations, for instance, increasing
the reach of genuine democratic
reforms. This makes the debt relief a
mostly impotent tool at reaching the
very poor since the allocation of the
country’s resources is never up to
them. The notoriously widespread
corruption that most third-world
countries have been suffering from
for decades shows no signs of
abating and means the bulk of the
new income (unlocked by the lifting
of the debt) often gets squandered
by the elite way before it reaches the
population at large.

Of course, this might be a rather
bleak way of painting the situation
but for many in the third world,
reality is often bleaker. Which leads
to the question: If even debt relief
can't get the job done, what can?

.

The answer is simple, anyone
campaigning for debt-relief has to
realise that this must be part of a
wider campaign to give the power
back to the peoples through
effective efforts of promoting
genuine democracy. We also have to
ensure that debt relief is not used as
a back-door channel by the rich to
bully and blackmail the debtor
countries. Only in this way can we
bring about a significant lasting
change for the better to the lives of
billions around the world.

CEASEFIRE

Editorial Committee

Contributors

Letters and Submissions




























