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All institutions, all social organisations, impose a pattern on people
and detract from their individuality; about all it seems to me,
they detract from their humanity . . . It seems to me that one
thing is in the nature of all institutions, whether they are for good
purposes, like colleges, schools and hospitals, or for evil purposes,
like prisons. Everyone in an institution is continually adapting
himself to it, and to other people, whereas the glory of humanity
is that it adapts its environment to mankind, not human beings to
their environment.

—JoHN VAIZEY: “Scenes From Institutional Life”.

Where the shoe pinches
COLIN WARD

THERE IS A WORD IN USE among administrators, “institutionalization”,
meaning putting people into institutions. It follows that there must
be an even more regrettable word ‘“de-institutionalization”, meaning
getting them out again. It has only one thing to recommend it: it puts
my theme in one word. By institutions, in the general sense, we mean
“an established law, custom, usage, practice, organisation, or other
element in the political or social life of a people”, and in a special
sense, we mean “an educational, philanthropic, remedial, or penal
establishment in which a building or system of buildings plays a major
and central role, e.g., schools, hospitals, orphanages, old people’s homes,
jails.”

Since I am concerned with an anarchist approach, I must also define
the aims of anarchism, and for this purpose I will use a sentence from
Kropotkin:

It seeks the most complete development of individuality combined with
the highest development of voluntary association in all its aspects, in all
possible degrees, for all imaginable purposes, ever modified associations
which carry in themselves the elements of their durability and constantly
assume new forms which answer best to the multiple aspirations of all.

If you accept these definitions you will see that anarchism is
hostile to institutions in the general sense; hostile that is to say, to the
institutionalization into pre-established forms or legal entities, of the
various kinds of human association. It is predisposed towards de-
institutionalization, towards the breakdown of institutions.

Now de-institutionalization is a feature of current thought and
actual trends in the second or special sense of the word. There 1s a
characteristic pattern of development common to many of these special



















































