NOTTINGHAM'S NEW
UNIVERSITY (extracts)

In Nottingham, that dismal town
where I went to school and college,
they've built a new university

for a new dispensation of knowledge.

Built it most grand and cakeily
out of the noble loot

derived from shrewd cash-chemistry
by good Sir Jesse Boot.

From this I learn, though I knew it

that culture has her roots CoroT®

in the deep dung of cash, and lore
is a last offshoot of Boots,

by D.H.Lawrence

I am 18, can vote, drink, marry, join the armed services (not that I want to) but the |
University subjects me to live in a single sexed hall. Wwhy does this establishment perpetuate
such draconian measures, when the majority >f the "freshers" wish for mixed halls.

The University appears to be in the grip of a bourgeois, old boy conspiracy who favour
elitism and worship the public school ethos. Look around at the Halls of residence: are
they not trying to keep up some pretence, be some bastion of middle class supremacy?
D.H.Lawrence felt the initial University buildings were built in "a grand and cakeily siyle".
The Trent building has an air of self-assurance about it.

Can we rid Boot and the public school mafia's influence from the university? It
has never been a particularly radical place. One lecturer was associated with the Philby
and Co. spy ring, however, a combination of drink and holding tutorials in Yates Wine Lodge,
saw his demise from university life. All too often the University has nurtured the people

Lawrence despised, but Boot embraced, those who have a narrow minded view of education,



caring little about attaining knowledge, but seeing it as a means to scraping together
money .
In a time when government funding of Higher Education is constantly being tightened
with the whole principle of state funded University Education being reassessed, Nottingham
University hierarchy has bowed to the pressure and is disgustingly accepting more public
school entrants, on the pretext that they have better 'A' Levels and are safer bets for
getting the "all importamt" 2:1, 2:2 degree. Thus allowing Nottingham to remain in the
" University top five. But are not public schools in a better position to achieve an extra
.- «grade for their prospective undergraduates, where the state schools, with overcrowded class
" rooms, shortage of books and dissatisfied teachers have little time to aid their pupils

“into winning University places. So the University just becomes a mere factory of regurg-
itation, too concerned about its reputation, rather than a place developing the students
mind, and being a seat of learning. Are we, the students to blame for this?

We do tend to be so bloody apathetic and conformist. We seem to no longer wish to
mock conventional taste and show no inspiration for individuality. Professor Thody of Leeds
University was recently reported as saying that the general standard of students academic
ability has gone up, but there is more uniformity among them. Last year the campus saw a
trend toward Balls, even more are promised this year. Occasions to unashamedly cavort
priviledge. Last year the University was branded the "Yuppie" University. Maybe we are
just a sign of the times. Bociety has changed from the days of the days of the 60's student
activity. Our General Secretary, Andrew Mieleniewski has said "the days of regular occupat-
ions, sit ins, and widespread disruption went out long ago". OK so we live in a highly
competitive materialistic age, but is it not too easy to blame our condition on inadequate

B FE s Tong | grants, the so-called dominating need to
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- 9.00 a.m. - 5.30 p'm'i come out with a good degree. There is a
CITY ‘_ . feeling that students will not do anything
iy GOOSEGATE ~ which doesn't directly benefit their degree
L 7 A 2 . course. Let us open our minds, take off the
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| University than seeing it as a necessary

| A NEW LOOK IN EXCLUSIVE stepping stone in the lust for money and power.
RANGES OF GREETING CARDS. GIFTWRAP. BADGES.

KEYRINGS. GARFIELDS. PLUSH SOFT TEDDY BEARS.
STATIONERY. GIFTS.

PICK ‘N’ MIX SWEETS 39p QTR.
(COME DOWN AND TAKE A LOOK)

Special Opening Offer (UP UNT“—) PISSED OFF ?
' | So what was your "Biggest Week One Ever"

XMAS
like? A Kaleidescope whirl of soon forgotten

£2 OFF ALL OVER . faces, pretentious conversations, pseudo

£ bonhomie parties, and that most boring of
GARF IELDS experiences - listening to pompous and
. patronising tutors. Do you now wish you had
a few copies of your C.V. to hand out when the

£15-95 750 ' - inevitable questions, of what ceurse are you
; éZ?E&%? £399 doing, where do you live, what career do you
£713 95 | OﬁLY want, are asked.
STOCKIST OF ‘THE ORIGNAL TEDDY BEAR’ Some things about week one really make me
GREETING CARDS 22 DESIGNS irrate. It seems often to degenerate into a
o W platform fo? thos? who spould know ?etter than
‘EXPLOSIVE GREETING CARD DESIGNER CARD to wank their ego's and impress their younger

I I Stk Ha | colleagues. While the pisshead fraternity,
- who feel manhood is measured in pints and showing everybody their bottoms, see it as an
opportunity to make the acquaintances of fresh nubility.
The initial weeks of University can often lead to mindlessly conforming to practised
you may later regret, or be spent confined to one's cell-like hall room due to being daunted
by the sounds of revelry echoing all round. Though this "we are all having a wacky time" igs

usually faked. It is an intimidating ordeal launching oneself into the middle of a sea of
unknown faces, but is it worth it anyway? One usually ends up talking to some nauseous

individual Yho's done everything and been everywhere, or one is forced to pour a considerably
large quantity of alcohol down one's throat by the trendy new acquaintances. '
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The loud snuffling of hedgehogs in the back
garden is a familiar noise for many people.
Indeed hedgehogs are excellent natural pest
controllers, eating many unwanted insect
larvae. Surprisingly enough however,
comparatively little is known about hedgehogs
in this country. A reliable survey of hedgehog
numbers still remains to be done, but in view of
the changes in land use and farming practice
since 1945, it is thought that the population is
decreasing.

Perhaps the old adage ‘familiarity breeds
contempt’ has applied to our attitude towards
native wildlife. Nowadays however we can no
longer afford such complacency, we need to
become more aware of the riches on our
doorstep before it is too late. Bearing all this in
mind we have produced this ‘Fact Sheet’ to help
you make your gardensafe for hedgehogsandto
enable you to care for any distressed hedgehogs

you may find.

Hedgehog hospitality — some do’s and don'ts.

® Nesting Sites.

A good winter nestingsite is vital for hedgehogs,
therefore a good way of attracting them is to
provide just this. A lean-to for hedgehogs is
easily built by placing a piece of wood against a
fence or shed wall. A good supply ofdry leavesis
needed or, if these are in short supply, old
newspaper may act as a substitute if the shelter
can be kept completely dry. A hibernating
hedgehog may often appear dead but if totiched
the spines will stand up and it will tuckits head in

further.
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® Poisons and Pesticides.

Caterpillars, beetles and other ‘creepy crawlies’
form the bulk of a hedgehogd’s diet so garden
pesticides can be areal problem for hedgehogs.
Each beetle, slug or caterpillar may only contain
2 small amount of poison but by the time a
hedgehog has feasted on a few dozen the effects
can be considerable. It makes sense to use
garden pesticides only sparingly, if at all
Fertosan is a slug-killing product which should
be safer for hedgehogs. It acts by drying up the

- slime-forming organs and is not eaten by the
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slugs include:—

Putting out half grapefruit skins — slugs will
gather under these — ready for easy disposal.

[ aying ‘beer traps’ by sinking plastic cups into
the ground so that the rim of the cup is flush
with ground level and putting an inch of beer in
the bottom. A raised stone or cover across the
top will prevent rain from filling the cup. Slugs
are aftracted by the smell and will crawlinto the
traps and drown.

The display gardens at the Centre for
Alternative Technology in Wales go so far as tc
include a slug-size ‘electric fence’l

® Other Dangers.

Hedgehogs are very good at surviving short
falls, due to the cushioning effect of their
spines. Their lack of fear in this respect is often
their undoing when it comes to cattle grids or
steeply sided garden ponds. All that’s needed
to prevent casualties is a small ramp or shallow
slope to provide an exit. Hedgehogs can swim
but need to be able to climb out or they will

soon drown.

Another common hazard for a hedgehog is the
tennis net. Once they get into-one their spines
trap them — so it’s best to heep nets furled

when not in use.

Lastly, be careful to check your compost heap
or bonfire for hedgehog occupants. Many an
innocent gardener has accidentally stabbed or

roasted a hedgehog in this way.
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