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AREA
MEETINGS?

COUNCILS SAY NO TO
BETTER LOCAL CONSULTATION

After months of negotiation by the Nottingham Imer City Executive with the City & County Councils,

it has became clear that the Councils are not prepared to finance proper local consultation in each
neighbourhood of the City.The Executive has been arguing that the existing amual area meetings are
simply not good enough — people need to be able to get to a neighbaurhood meeting where senior

officers fram the City & Coucty Councils,Health Authority,Police etc. will be automatically available
to answer local questions & criticisms.The Councils accept that the present meetings must be about
their main services (fram housing modemisation plans to pedestrian crossings)but seem to think that one
meeting for i.e. North Nottingham (e.g. far Bestwood Estate,Bestwood Park Estate,Edwards Lane Estate,
Top Valley Estate,and Rise Park Estate) will actually a) encourage people fram all these areas to came
to it and b) give them enough time to talk about all the different services in every estate! (Optimistic
as the Executive is,even we can recognise a miracle when we see ane!) Mind you,the City Council is
prepared to widen out the old West Nottingham area meeting into 3 new local areas.Why stop there?!!!

The Executive has also been pushing for 6 monthly Area Meetings with proper follow ups to each meeting.
If you have ever been to ane,you'll know how incredibly frustrating it is to hear the same issue came wp
year after year even when money has been pramised and found to deal with the topic;e.g. the long—-awaited
lift for the library in Sherwood which elderly & disabled people camot use at the moment. What the
Executive proposed was to have local people elected fram the 6 monthly open meetings to work with the
cancil,and other,officers and local cancillars to ensure that action which has been pramised actually
happens and can be reparted back to the next open meeting.The Councils ,however,say that whilethis may
be a good idea,they just don't have the money and staff to do thisiSo,they have the money to spend an
local areas but not to spend on,at the very least,checking as to whether the local people want their

money spent in that way!?

Discussions continue but in the meantime the City Council is obliged by Central Goverrment to consult the
voluntary sector on the 1987/8 Imer Area Programme (IAP).As far as the Executive is concermed the IAP is
really about pearuts - it is more than likely that well under £75,000 will be available far ruming costs
and salaries far any new voluntary sector cultural & social schemes in 1987 and remember over £4million
was required for this last year - and any consultation can only be meaningful if it is about the full
services the local arthorities provide!(If you want to hear more about the negotiations,please contact
Sally ar Tina an 410437 at the Executive offices)
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IAP Unit far the council's explanation) about the different categories for which groups could get funding
under the TAP. The Executive is certainly not welcaming these as a brave step farward - open meetings
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the principle of working with the Local Authorities to provide mexdmum infomation we list the verues,
dates etc. of these meetings but ask you not to raise your hopes too high!!

All the meetings will take place between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.

26th March Community Suppart (includes youth,education,elderly, Intermational Community Centre,Mansfield
waomen's facilities,comunity development and Uncle Road,Nottm. (ICC)
Tom Cobley & All...)

3rd April Gays & Lesbians Issues City House,Maid Marion Way,Nottingham
Sth April Enviranment & Recreation ICC

15th April  Employment & Economic Development City House

2st April Ethnic Minorities Facilities 1I0C

23rd April  Health & Disabled Facilities ICC

SmimmuyﬁjmuwamtntqrﬁrsnmﬁMPfhﬂtgmhﬂdhaeisofﬁnqphgﬂmnihmaan{maﬂdﬂe
ﬁmmtha&eamhm(rmgAMM$Uzndeﬁhaﬂﬁmaa?&ﬂhwﬁllbehmmrtﬂmmpaygmmpwﬂhthaﬂnha
application process fram filling in the forms to lobbying councillors & health officers far suppart.
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crossed.See the article on '"Funding Workshops" for same practical help the Executive can offer groups.
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NEWS ON AREA MEETINGS

Over the past 6 years the Area Meetings have become a regular
feature of consultation between the City Council and the residents
of the City. Although based on the plans and projects for the
Inner Area Programme, the meetings have become a chance for
everyone to have their say about the services which the local
authorities provide for Nottingham's residents, in general.

The meetings have usually been held between January and April of
each year. However, this year is to be different. Futher details
will be given later in the year, and all that can be said at this

stage 1s that it is hoped that the Area Meetings will start their
annual round in the Autumn.

The City Council still wishes to allow conzultation on proposals
for Inner Area Programme schemes starting from April 1987 onwards.
As the closing date for new applications is May 2nd 1986 it has
been decided to arrange a series of topic based meetings covering
the major issues which get raised as items for inner area support.
The details of these meetings are given below. They are open to
everyone. It is hoped that the meetings will discuss new ideas for
projects to benefit the disadvantaged areas, as well as the general
policy towards inner area problems.

APPLICATION FOR INNER AREA PROJECTS

The application forms are now available for groups and individuals
wishing to apply for grant aid under the 1987/88 Inner Area
Programme. You can get a copy of the form from Jane Hutchinson,
Inner Area Programme Unit, City House, Maid Marian Way tel 412334
ext 4467.



££ FUNDING WORKSHOPS € ¢

Stupid question:DOES YOUR ORGANISATION NEED MONEY?

Where to get funds from

WHAT FOR? WHERE FROM?HOW?? - and for what ?

FRIDAY 11th APRIL

It's far from easy to get funding BUT if you came to Moming Session:10 am to 1pm.

these workshops it just might help! The Executive, ‘ "

organisations,is ruming a series of workshops/ main sources of funding available to cammnity
sessions aimed at helping camunity groups apply for, groups will be identified and explained;what they are
aﬂ,tme:fh]ly,g?t,ﬁnhrg:ﬁme TS (details available far,where & how to apply for them.There
below)mJJ_bemfcxnalwlﬁ'anlsofhnefm‘ | will be masses of time far people to ask specific
discussion & questions in small groups.They will be questions in smll groups.

run by people fram the voluntary sector and anyone
fraom a conmnity arganisation or who is plaming to

set ane up is welcare to attend.It is hoped to cover ;

as many sources of funding as possible fram Imer ; . " .
Area Programme to Social Services grants,Charitsble | Making an application
Trusts,Sports Council etc. etc.Attendance at all

the sessions is free of charge and all will have a TUESDAY 15th APRIL

free,supervised children's roam & free refreshments!

Please camplete the tearoff slip an the application | Day Session:10 am to 4pm.

farm which is enclosed in this Direct Line and '

retum it to the Executive's office (83a,Mansfield The better your gpplication for funding,the more
Road,Nottm,NG1 3FN) if you want to book a place for | likely your success! This session will concentrate
any of the sessians.You can attend the whole course - on the nitty gritty of how to get the aims,methods,
ar just the sessions relevant to you,and more than j structure etc. of your piroject down on paper - as is
ane person fram each arganisation can attend,as necessary when you fill in the dreaded gpplication
space permits - so book now to avoid disappoi s forms!In smll grogps,we plan to work through an

application form discussing how to describe the work
of the project,work out budgets, job descriptians faor
workers,additional info. to include etc. etc.

ALL SESSTONS TAKE PLACE AT THE INTERNATTONAL OOMM—
UNTTY CENTRE,61b Mansfield Road,Nottm.DISABLED ACCESS

\l What happens to your application
form-and how to help it

= i THURSDAY 17th APRIL
Setting up
AfterrmmSeﬁsim:anﬁoApn.
WEDNESDAY 9th APRIL
So,after all that hard work what happens now? This
Day Session:10am to 4pm — with a break for lunch! session will look at the various Council,or other,
' structures,cammi ttees,of ficers etc. that your appli-
When applying for funding you will be expected to be cation goes through when being "processed" and how
reasonably well arganised before you start,and even your organisation can influence decisians by "lobby-
if you're fram a well-established group it doesn't ing" etc. We will discuss how to put pressure an
hurt to have a refresher course!We will be lodcking at clirs (and how not to!),how to use local media,
ﬁem@mmammwmmm’ petitians,get suppart fram other groups etc.We will
forming a management committee,adopting a constitu- also invite some cllrs to talk about what 'lobbying'
tion etc.Also how to fit the aimes of your arganis- they think works and what not!
ation to the method and structures you use to |
achieve them and how to assess how successful you're INFORMATION AND FACTSHEETS AND OTHER RELEVANT
being. LITERATURE WILL BE AVATLABIE AT ALL THE SESSIONS

FOR PEOPLE TO TAKE AWAY.

Far more details about any of the sessions,contact
Tina ar Sally an 410437.


















