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I took part in all the early Aldermaston marches
after the first two. Twice this involved the
whole four days, but usually just the last day.
This was because the Woodcraft Folk, the Co-
operative movement's organisation for children and
young people, held its Annual Convention over
Easter. After three days of discussions we packed
up to participate in Aldermaston's last day.

The Woodcraft Folk's contribution was very effec-
tive. Usually some 300 or more strong, all in the
green shirt that is the folk costume and of a
variety of ages. On either side of the contingent
was a guitarist every few yards, so all could be
singing the same song at the same time in the same
time. Since singing is such a main part of Wood-
craft Folk activities, this was both impressive
and enjoyable, nc microphones, Jjust human voices
and guitars. Folk members are also used to hik-
ing, so the ten mile or so last day's stint was
nothing to them.

As well as assisting the whole movement for
nuclear disarmament, the Folk usually gained,
itself, from taking part. CND supporters found
- common ground with the WF principles of democracy,
co-operation and friendship, both amongst each
other and with children and young people of other
lands, both east and west.

\
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Folk members took the message of CND abroad. At a

children's camp in the German Democratic Republic,.

there was a lovely open air stage in the woods.
Some 1,500 youngsters, about 400 from twenty
different  countries, the rest German, enjoyed
singing, dancing, music and theatre. The chorus
of "H-Bombs Thunder" was translated into German by
one of our 16 year olds and put on the stage
b?ck_gr-omd in huge letters for all to learn and
sing. | ‘

Apart from the Folk activities, I have many other
memories of Aldermaston. One year, my teenage
daughter along with other girls marched all 52
miles in bare feet. My son did the whole distance
one year, then had to ride home cramped in the

ly ‘move when he arrived home in Nottingham. "

back compartment of an estate car. He could hard-

A feature I'll never forget was the international
aspect, watching banners along the road or coming

" into Hyde Park, from country after country, people fﬁ

who travelled across the seas to be with us
against the bomb.

canon Collins once called Aldermaston a walking
university. One found oneself walking for a per-
jod with a wide variety of people, learning from
each other. One memory I have is an hour or more
alongside Alan Sillitoe. '

CND in the sixties had many weaknesses. Some
lessons have been valuable for the revival in the
eighties. But its experiences are etched in the

memories of those who took part.

John Peck

DETAILS OF

MEETINGS 1988

EXecutive Committee Meetings, ie. officers PLUS

Neighbourhood Group representatives and Policy
Making meetings take place at WEA. To find the
right room, go to the main entrance on Shakespeare
Street and check the noticeboard.

of ficers meetings take place at:

15 Robinson Road, Mapperley at 7.30 and at:

WEA if at 6.30. |

FEBRUARY : ‘
3rd. Officers 7.30 | LA
11th. Policy Making meeting 7.00. = -
Meir vanunu 8.00 '
17th. Officers 6.50 . &
Executive Committee 7.30
MARCH -
2nd. Officers 7.30
l6th. Officers 6.30
Executive Committee 7.30
APRIL:
6th. Officers 7.30
20th. O0Officers 6.30
Executive Committee 7.30

MAY :
4th. 0Officers 7.30
18th. Officers 6.30
Executive Committee 7.30
JUNE :
lst. Officers 7.30
9th. Policy Making Meeting 7.30
15th. Officers 6.30 .
Executive Committee 7.30

JULY:
6th. Officers 7.30
20th. Officers 6.30
| - Executive Committee 7.30

No Meetings in August

SEPTEMBER: ,
7th: Officers 7.30
21st. Officers 6.30
| Executive Committee 7.30

APRIL4
ALDERMASTON
BE THERE

OCTOBER::
5th. 0fficers 7.30
13th. AGM.




EDITORI A The scientists at Aldermaston have a lot of in-
' ' I 5 " fluence within the MoD. They have been an impor-
< ik HRTE tant factor in the government's reluctance to

agreee a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. David

Before the ink is even dry on Mr. Reagan and Mr. owen went as far as to say that scientists from
Gorbachev's INF Treaty, we learn that NATO is Aldermaston together with their US counterparts:
planning to deploy more than twice as many nuclear il

warheads in Europe as those negotiated away at the . nyere even prepared to undermine the poilitically
" Washington summit! (See page 10) It seems we've agreed negotiating stance: in the UK., the in-
been lied to, yet again. subordination reached such a serious level that

one official had to be disciplined."

It's the Belgrano syndrome.
ALDERMASTON'S TRIDENT PROGRAMME

Maggie Thatcher hasn't the slightest interest in

disarmament, even if it 's multilateral. "~ Britain's first nuclear bomb weas manufactured in

| .~ Aldermaston's Al building which is now being
Our job in NCND is clear. We have to expose the - replaced by the new ASOC weapons manufacturing
phoney multilateralists for what they are - complex at an estimated cost of £35,000. The
phoney ! ' ' building is a replica of the LoOS Alamos Scientific

Laboratory in the uUnfited States. Los Alamos is

And we have to keep pushing our central basic on a plateau in the middle.

demand for peace and disarmament. - 3k
when completed, the AS0 building will consist of

People must be told what's going on and, if we four bays. Two of these bays will be used for the
don't tell them, no-one else will. | making of plutonium billets for Trident warheads
| : and these will be the first to go into production,
The nuclear escalation must be stopped and, if we - possibly in Spring/Summer 1588.
don't try to stop it, no one else will. | The third bay will be used to dismantle obsolete
; nuclear weapons and to recover plutonium for
After INF, Nottingham CND is as vital as it ever further use.
- was. - The use of the fourth bay is the key motive behind

the building of the multi-million pound venture.
It will be used to design, develop and manufacture
nfuture" generations of nuclear weapons, hence the

ALDERMASTON 'I‘ . | name A0 - an Atomic Complex to take us up to the
T - o N I{E ] 1990s and beyond. |
BRAIN BEHIND | ACCIOBNTS RO HEALT

. X L e _ There have been many accidents and leaks at
3 1 f . - Aldermaston, only scme of which have been made
BRITAIN S BOMB_ : public. As recently as December 3rd. 1987, the MQOD

e R | | were forced to admit a leak from the 30 year old

| : d pi ich disch d
Aldermaston is situated in the undulating wooded :t;ie:gro::o mp Apled’er:]t;lsctond iﬁ ta()rgihec‘}”::::égat:g

countryside of Berkshire. It is one of only a ; :

handful of its type in the world and contains the Z:Qfdbe?:ézn& J;\tzfollowmg e o
most closely guarded secrets of the nuclear :
powers. As with the other two establishments
involved in the production of British nuclear

Dec.’57 Onemandied from 1978 ~ Ponchin Inquiry finds

2 . Lithium buins. ~*Plutonium in air
weapons, Burghfield (near by) and Llanishen (near ~ R R 5 :
Cardiff), the governement tries to keep the work BLLW . kawco: cptiacuRey. < commonly axceeding

: i : 16.2.59 Onc man injured and two limits'. During the Inquiry
being carried out at Aldermaston out of public il i : | &
; 2 - killed in an cxplomon. ‘ 70 workers found to
odebate., through the use of D Notices. D notices 17 : i ks G
: 8.60 Explosion wrecks £3000 have plutonium in their - .
~ have no legal force but are widely respected by ' processing plant. bodtss 5,
the media. Atomic V{eapons Establishments - (AWE) May '61 . Two scientists | |
Alderrpaston is officially described as "a self- ' < contaminated with -~ ;98] Al buildi led off |
contained centre for scientific and engineering - plutonium. 1 | e b
development of advanced nuclear technology for A . ; aissinatpen ol

. : et ; . 19861 A G.P.in Basingstoke
both defence and civil purposes”. First built in 1961 Trevor Brown telis of discovered 6 cases of
1950, Aldermaston is both a nuclear weapons 2 - *poor record of safety’. | i

b . i ’ s ung cancer in .
laboratory and production facility. It designs Late '70s Ground contarination g
d 1 and test . - o discovered from leakin Aldermaston workers all
evelops and tests warheads for: g & ~living on the same estate.

" | v '79 Oums. cilled 1984 6 workers contaminated

1. Briittsz SUb&arin(ejS: 1ik€3 cEOlaiis with its July ex';f;ons};::l e mahe L " when one of the Al
updated, cos and secre evaline wa AT ' = ildi :
and Tri’dent. 4 P Feb'78 = Workers boycotted one | ‘buxldlr.\gs o rcope‘ned.. '

building because of
A - contamination. ~
Aug'78 12 workers foundto be

internally contarr.\inated‘. .. A P R I L 4
4. Manages special collaborative arrangements A L D ER M ASTON ‘

for nuclear co-operation and transfers of | |
nuclear material with the United States. _, | THERE "_

2. The RAF's nuclear capable aircraft.
3. The Royal Navy's nuclear depth charges.

In addition, it:































