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I took part in all the early Aldermaston marches
after the first two. Twice this involved the
whole four days, but usually just the last day.
This was because the Woodcraft Folk, the Co-
operative movement's organisation for children and
young people, held its Annual Convention over
Easter. After three days of discussions we packed
up to participate in Aldermaston's last day.

The Hoodcraft Folk's contribution was very effec-
tive. Usually some 300 or more strong, all in the
greenñ shirt that is the folk costume and of a
variety of ages. On either sideof the contingent
was a guitarist every fen yards, so all could be
singing the same song at the same time in the same
time. Sincosinging is such a main part of Hood-
crsft Folk activities, this was both impressive
and enjoyable, no microphones, just human voices
and guitars. Folk members are also used to hik-
ing, so theten mile or so last day's stint was
nothing to them.

As swell as assisting the whole movement for
nuclear disarmament, the Folk usually gained,
itself, from taking part. Cm supporters found
common ground with the HF principles of democracy,
co--operation and friendship, both amongst each
other and with children and young people of other
lands, both east and west. g ,

- I.

Folk members took the message of CNO abroad. At a
children's camp in the German Democratic Republic,
thereuvfas a lovely open air stage in the woods.
Some;l,500 youngsters, about 400 from twenty
differentcountries, the rest German, enjoyed
singing, dancing, music and theatre. The chorus
of,"H_,-1-Bombs Thunder" was translated into German by
one of our 16 year olds and put on the stage
background in huge letters for all to learn and
sing, . - ' -

Apart" from the Folk activities, I have many other
memories of Alderrnaston. One year, my teenage
daugwter along with other girls marched all ,52
miles in bare feet. My son did the whole distance

F .

one year, then had to ride home cramped In the
back compartment of an estate car- He coul,,d-|-|ard-
ly "ó?e6ae- when he arrived home in Nottinghamili it I A I
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TO EMORIES
A feature Ióll never forget was the international
aspect, watching banners along the road or coming
into Hyde Park, from country after country, people
who travelled across the seas to be with us
against the bomb.

Canon Collins once called Aldermaston a walking
university. One found oneself walking for a per-
iod with ia wide variety of people, learning from
each other. Che memory I have is an hour or more
alongside Alan Sillitoe.  

CND in the sixties had many weaknessesr Some
lessons have been valuable for the revival in the
eighties. But its experiences are etched in the
memories of those who took part. 7 7

DETAILS OF
Executive Committee Meetings, ie. officers PLUS
Neighbourhood óGroup representatives and Policy
Making meetings take place at WEA. To find the
right room, go to the mainentrance on Shakespeare
Street and check the noticeboard.)  
Officers meetings take place at:
15 Robinson Road, Mapperley at 7.30 and at:

FEBRUARY: O
3rd. Officers 7.30 M -F 6
llth. Policy Making meeting 7.00. o.

Meir Vanunu 8 .00
17th. Officers 6.30 O i _ _

Executive Committee 7.30
MARCH : o
2nd. Officers 7.30
16th. Officers 6.30

Executive Committee 7.30
APRIL:
6th. Officers 7.30
20th. Officers 6.30

Executive Committee 7.30
MAY:
hth. Officers 7.30  
18th. Officers 6.30

Executive Committee 7.30
JUNE:  
lst. Officers 7.30
9th. Policy Making Meeting 7.30
15th. Officers 6.30 A A - V

7 Executive Committee 7.30 '
aux: Ill

Officers 7.306th.

 " Executive Committee 7.30 A

ASTO IHE
No Meetings in August ',

' .1

SEPTEMBER:
7th: Officers 7.30 T
21st. Officers 6.30

ALDER

C Executive Committee 7.30 I I |
OCTWER : I
5th. Officers 7.30  

_ I
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fore the ink is even dry on Mr Reagan and Mr lBe S . .
Gorbachev's INF Treaty, we learn that NATO is
planning to deploy more than twice as many nuclear
warheads in Europe as those negotiated away at the
Hashington summit! (See page 10) It seems we've
been lied to, yet again.

It's the Belgrano syndrome. t

Maggie Thatcher hasnót the slightest interest in
disarmament, even if it ós multilateral.

Our job in NCND is clear. we have to expose the
phoney multilateralists for what they are -
phoney! _

And we have to keep pushing our central basic
demand for peace and disarmament.

People must be told what's going on and, if we
don't tell them, no-one else will.

The nuclear escalation must be stopped and, if we
don't try to stop it, no one else will.

nl
I

After INF, Nottingham CND is as vital as it ever
was. F

ALDERMASTUN  THE
BRAIN em-nun  O

-1-

BRITAI óS  B0 3....
Aldermaston is situated in the undulating wooded
countryside of Berkshire. It is one of only a
handful of its type in the world and contains the
most closely guarded secrets of the nuclear
powers. As with the other two establishments
involved in the production of British nuclear
weapons, Burghfield (near by) and Llanishen (near
Cardiff), the governement tries to keep the work
being carried out at Aldermaston out of public
odebate., through the use of D Notices. D notices t |-;_3_6q E,,P,,,,,,,,,,,_,,,_,_,Âk, Ã3000 g
have no le al force but are widely respected by ' ,,,.,,ce,,;,,gP|,,,,

21.. I .59 Leak of radioactivity.
l6.2..59 Ono man injured and two I limits_'. During the Inquiry

The scientists at Aldermaston have a lot of 'in-
fluence within the M00. They have been an 1Il'l[JD:óð-
tant factor in the government's reluctance _o
agrees a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. UEW1Cl
0 went as far as to say that scientists fromwen
Aldermaston together with their US counterparts:

"were even prepared to undermine the poilitically
agreed negotiating stance: in the U.K., the in-
subordination reached such a serious level that
one official had to be disciplined."

ALDERl*iASTUN"S TRIIIENT PROGRAM ME

Britain's first nuclear bomb weas manufactured in
A1dermaston's A1 building which is now being
replaced by the new A90 weapons manufacturing
complex at an estimated cost of Ã35,000. The
buildin is a replica of the Los Alamos ScientificQ
Laboratory in the Unfited States. Los Alamos is
on a plateau in the middle.

when completed, the A90 building will consist of
four bays. Two of these bays will be used for the
making of plutonium billets for Trident warheads
and these will be the first to go into production,
possibly in Spring/Summer 1988.
The third bay will be used to dismantle obsolete
nuclear weapons and to recover plutonium for
further use.
The use of the fourth bay is the key motive behind
the building of the multi-million pound venture.
It will be used to design, develop and manufacture
"future" generations of nuclear weapons, hence the
name A90 - an Atomic Complex to take us up to the
19905 and beyond. t

ACCIDENTS AND I-EALTH
There have been many accidents and leaks at
Aldermaston, only some of which have been made
public. As recently as December 3rd. 1987, the M00
were forced to admit a leak from the 30 year old
underground pipe, which discharged contaminated
water from Aldermaston into the Thames at
Pangbourne. The following is a list of KNONN
accidents to date:

Dec.ô57 Ono noan'dledifron1ll 1978 ' Ponchinlnquiry ýnds H -N
Lithium burns. 3 . óPlutonium in air

.commonly exceeding

70 workers found to
have plutonium in their .
bodies. w . ' '

- I-tilled in an explosion. 1

the media. Atomic weapons Establishments --(ANE) .l'lay'6l .- Two scientists 3  _
Aldermaston is officially described as "a self-
contained centre for scientific and engineering
development of advanced nuclear technology for A
both defence and civil purposes". First built in
1950, Aldermaston is both a nuclear weapons T  

1

l96l Trevor Brown tells of

_ _ Al building sealed off due
' plutonium. A - M " . .to COFlllBþñlllólii1'.lOIT.-

' S '3 I98! _ A G.P. in Basingstokie
discovered 6 cases of
lung cancer in .
Aldermaston vvorkers all,

A contaminated with _ I93ó

"N ópoor record cl safetyó. . I

laborator and production facility. It designs l-i"=Á'7Á5 G"Á""" ÁÁ"ñ"'ñl"ñólÁ{ñ 1Y i dISCOV8l"E(.l from leaking . ' living on the same estate.develops and tests warheads for: " I  ,,dI'UI"þS. ' l

1. British submarines, like Polaris with its _
updated, costly and secret Chevaline warheads ' 'Feb,.m alglfi®iilb®ycotted one y
and Trident.

In addition, it: S S L

4. Manages special collaborative arrangements
for nuclear co-operation and transfers of
nuclear material with the United States.

2. The RAF's nuclear capable aircraft.  - èA '18  I2 k f d be
3' The Royal Navyls nuclear depth Chargesó "gs ~ inteihull-ll)?:sonó:t:hó1irfaoted. "

ASTON

6 workers contaminated
July '79 One man killed in an _ ~ when one M. the Aó

buildings was reopened.

building because of ~
- ' contamination. - ,

BE '5 HERE
|
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LEUKAEMIA CONNECTIDN

In December 1985, a YTV documentary, "Inside
Britain's Bomb", shocked the residents of Berk-
shire by revealing evidence for higher than aver-
age rates of childhood leukaemia around the
nuclear establishments of Aldermaston and Burgh-
field. The most recent investigation into high
incidences of childhood leukaemia in the area was
published in Dctober 1987. Conducted by an Imper-
ial Cancer Research Fund team, it shows that local
children had a four-fold greater risk of dying
from leukaemia than the average. The children at
greatest risk are aged 0 to 9 years.

cowrncrs AND aesouaces .
1. There is a women's peace camp held every month
at Aldermaston as part of the ongoing Aldermaston
Campaign, set up by Greenham women. The
Aldermaston Campaign also produce newsletters.
They can be contacted by writing to:

The Aldermaston Camaign,
C/U OD:
22-24-Underwood,Street,
London.
N1 73G

2. For local infoirmation about Aldermaston,
contact Basingstoke CND by writing to Bob Johnson
at 15a The Danes, Goat Lane, Basingstoke.

3. For further information on the Namibian -
Connection contact Campaign Against Namibian
Uranium Contracts, P.0. Box 16, London. NN5 ZLH

NCND COACH DETAILSó FOR
APRIL 4TH. or-:1v1o,:,    A
1,. 6.30 a..m., coach leaving Retford, calling at

worksop,Manfield (7.00 a.m.), Ravenshead,
Hucknall & Bulwell on the way to the city
centre (8.00).
TelephoneBarbara(625l98) orJane (626887)
or details. S" -

2. 7.000 a.m., coach leaving Newark, calling at
Bingham, Radcliffe-on-Trent, west Bridgford,

S on the way to the city centre (8.00).
Telephone Charles (0636) 812827 for details.

3. Tickets Ã5.50 waged, Ã3.50 unwaged, available
from CND office, Rainbow Centre, Mushroom,
Ouroboros and Hiziki.
Forest Fields Peace Group are organising their z
own coach - contact Pete 625198. A

_ ' .5 l| __ _ I

1'

Pleaseiýtryand get people who are unable to come
to Aldermaston to return doves so that they can be
placed on the wire fencing - plus a small donation
if they want. .

5. Time-table for April 4th.
8.00 a.m. coaches leave Salutation Inn, Maid
Marion Hay. = A
12.00 noon. arrive Aldermaston.
2.00 p.m. Embrace the Base. g
3.30 p.m. Demo finishes.
BRING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
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On Wednesday 27 Januar a worksho -was held atYè P
WEA attended by local group representatives. It
was led by Laurie Gibson, National CND's Group
Development worker, who discussed two campaigns of
the first half of the year. Both are devoted to
Trident - the first is the encirclement of the
Atomic weapons "Research" Establishment at Alder-
maston on Easter Monday.

This year just happens to be the 30th anniversary
of the original Aldermaston Marches. But, as
Laurie emphasised, the occasion isn't exactly
nostalgic as the establishment is being expanded
as a factory for Trident warheads.

Beginning on Good Friday, there will be "star
marches" from various points in the country,
strictly for hardened walking types. (See p. )
No more than a few thousand are officially expect-
ed, since there are no resources for accommodation
and the organisers don't want to invite comparison
with the sixties. This sounds defeatist but it
places the emphasis where it should be - the demo
at the base itself - numbers here are crucial at
the 2 pm zero hour. The action peaks amid music
and noise with a continuous linked human chain
around the perimeter. Speakers and musicians will
move along on trucks. Coaches bearing the major-
ity of participants will arrive at noon and will
be directed to specific areas. There is to be no
fence-cutting (too much plutonium about) - strict-
ly decoration, including dove emblems sponsored by
anyone able only to be there in spirit. Govern-
ment order forbids photography and even (shock,
horror) sketching.

If the day is considered newsworthy at all, those
comparisons with the sixties will get made anyway.
It's up to the membership to create a solid chain.

The second item discussed was a nationwide cam-
paign. The last week in May isñDisarm itheñ)5eas
week, in which the anti-Trident case is put for-
ward by CNO, Greenpeace and others, including the
international group North Atlantic Network. Local
groups are urged to help by distributing a
leaflet. The groans are deafening, but this one
is ingeniously designed to avoid the boredom of
previous leaflets. It is "brief enough to be read
on the way to the wastebin" and has a bold, stark
design, its few words all in large type. As
expected, there's a coupon at the bottom, but with
a difference - it doesn't ask you to join! This
is to avoid challenging, confusing and alienating
the reader who merely has to agree we should stop
Trident to get an information pack - whether or
not they actually asked for one. But... we get
their name and address too, sent from National H0.
A crafty approach to the problem of public
ignorance - like "what's Trident?" -

To target a million homes this way would cost us
over Ã6,000, so the actual campaign can be run in
parallel with one or more newspaper panel adverts,
using the same design. Laurie Gibson also sug-
gested combining a "delivery volunteer recruiting
drive" with a "make a lapsed member feel guilty"
campaign. Picture the scene on hundreds of vague-
ly familiar doorsteps "I wonder if you'd be pre-
pared to help us by delivering these new leaflets?
ohô III one H g

TRIDENT


















