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Rainbow Centre volunteers crushing cans for recycling.

‘Many businesses are failing to take note of the
current environmental collapse’. This is the
view of Patrick Smith, a co-ordinator and
director of Nottingham’s Rainbow Centre and
Veggies Catering Campaign. The major
incentive, Patrick states, is ‘to still be operating
in a future which may be less achievable if the
business community doesn’t make changes in
its practices here and now.’ Rainbow’s basis is
to set an example, in a modest way, of what any
company, voluntary group or individual can do
by working within financial and practical
abilities to minimise their impact on the
environment. The centre provides resources for
groups and individuals campaigning on human
and animal rights, environmental issues, peace
and co-operation worldwide.

Much of the funding for the Rainbow Resource
Centre is raised by the in-house catering system,
providing frozen vegan food and running a
daily take-away stall in the city centre. Heat
generated by the freezer service part of the
operation is vented through to the recycling
cellars to keep them dry and usable. This
warmth also rises through the whole building,
thus controlling heating costs.

Continued from previous page.

* to promote an environmentally aware
business culture which seeks to reduce stress on
the environment,

* to provide a network whereby members can
exchange ideas and information and engage in
co-operation and collaboration to further these
goals,

* to educate business in the area of benefit in
good practice and environmental awareness
thereby increasing competitiveness and
efficiency.

EMBEC provides information about new

As well as selling a wide range of eco-friendly
cleaning and household products, the Rainbow
shop also encourages customers to bring empty
containers back for refilling from bulk supplies.
Volunteer input is valued, with access to
cut-price wholefoods and organic vegetables,
and all are encouraged to address
environmental issues in their individual

lifestyles. The centre shares its many resources

- newspapers, journals, computer and video
usage - with both its workers and the wider
community.

Patrick believes there are ‘considerable savings
to be made for larger businesses by reducing
and diverting waste disposal costs. Also, using
recycled paper and envelope labels can be
tastefully done with a company logo and
conservation message. The public goodwill
generated by a green image would also be
positive for any corporation’s community
status.’

Gareth Thompson. The Rainbow Centre
(180-182 Mansfield Road) is open from
[0am-5pm, Monday to Saturday. Contact
Patrick Smith or Bill Knight on 958 5666.

EMBEC

regulations for its members, as well as a library
service and a programme of events. Those
planned for 1997 include -

* ‘What is this new Packaging Regulation
going to cost me?’ (February 18th)

* ‘Local Agenda 21 & Business. What does it
mean?’ (April 15),

* The ‘EMBEC Green Road Show’ (May 13th).

Membership of EMBEC is open to all who have
an interest in greening business. The
subscription rate is £30 per year. For more

information contact Keith Wood (EMBEC
Chairman) on 981 9911 ext 320.

Business Environment Association East
Midlands (BEAM) was launched in 1993, as a
business-led organisation which could help
small and medium sized firms to improve their
environmental performance. The organisation
has been established to provide an ‘honest
broker’ response to companies who want to
know they are meeting all the environmental
demands which are increasingly being placed
upon them.

BEAM'’s success is based upon a network of
partnerships with a range of organisations -
both statutory bodies and individual larger
companies which are ready to make their
contribution. As a not-for-profit Association,
BEAM seeks to reinvest all the resources
available to us for the benefit of business across
the region.

The Association initially operated in the
Derbyshire area, but has now expanded to cover
more of the East Midlands, including
Nottinghamshire.

Many of the services provided by BEAM are
either free or heavily subsidised. These are the
key services provided -

* an Environmental Helpline

* Fact Sheets on key issues .

* Environmental Management Systems Advice
* Staff Education and Training

*  Environmental Reviews and Audits -
including the BEAM Healthcheck

* One-to-One Consultancy Projects

* Help with Legal and Technical Issues

* Design of Bespoke Waste Minimisation and
Energy Management Projects

BEAM has now carried out more than 60
environmental healthchecks in companies in
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, and many
other firms are keen to take advantage of the
scheme. The initial check addresses health and
safety and environmental = compliance;
subsequent checks are geared more towards
environmental issues.

Alistair Walker - Environmental Assessor for
BEAM Services in the Nottingham City area
stated ‘I believe our role in helping local
businesses to get to grips with environmental
issues is vital. We can give information and
advice about all kinds of situations and help
them meet their own business needs while at
the same time responding to the requirements
of the legislation.”

To find out more contact Roger Hammond at
BEAM, 2nd Floor, New Enterprise House, St
Helen’s Street, Derby DEI 3GY (phone 01332
206644 ).
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Jan Key (leader) and members of Inham Nook youth club celebrate receiving the Queen
' Mother’s Special Mention Award for environmental work.

YOUTH CLUB HONOURS

A local Youth Club in Broxtowe recently
received a national environmental award
for the second time. Inham Nook was one
of only three Youth Clubs in the country to
receive the Queen Mother’s Special
Mention Award for local environmental
improvement, given in partnership with
Keep Britain Tidy. Members of the club
received the award in October - as part of a
special event in London.

Inham Nook believes that their work is not just
‘green’, but anything that concerns its members
and their living conditions - the whole of the
environment.

The club’s environmental work has mainly
been in their own community (a Council
Estate), and has included four main objectives -

* Building better relationships within the
community.

* Raising awareness of a positive attitude by the

young people conceming environmental issues,
in particular to adults and their own peers.

* Crime Prevention.

" Creat.ing better living conditions for all -
whether person, animal or insect!

Activities undertaken by Inham Nook’s
members have included -

Plan It! - the club was involved with the launch
of this magazine, and took it along with a
written statement of young people’s concemns
about the environment to County Hall and read
it to local councillors and MPs. From there the
group went on to the House of Commons to do
the same there, and even got on TV!

An Environmental song and drama have also
been produced, and presented to churches,
guide groups, residential homes and other
venues.
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Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to share information and
build linke between all individuals and organisations in the Nottingham and

South Notts area with an interest in the environment.

CRABTREE RECYCLING

A new kerbside- recycling scheme is being
launched next month, set up by Crabtree Farm
Community Centre - which already has a Mini
Recycling Centre operated in partnership with
Nottingham City Council. The new scheme will
initially cover around 60-80 houses in the area,
collecting paper, glass and cans every 2 weeks.
The Community Centre will be working with
Bestwood Centre in Bulwell, which is running a
collection scheme in Bestwood Estate.

Volunteers are needed to help with the
collection, or with sorting the material to be
recycled. If you live in the Crabtree or Bulwell

areas and would like to help, please contact
Malcolm Roseburgh on 927 2869.

FREE RADIO PUBLICITY!

Nottingham’s Community Radio Team
provides free coverage for community
organisations, through Careline on Trent FM
and Actionline on BBC Radio Nottingham. The
Team can advise groups about how to get their
message across in the most effective way, and
confidential telephone helplines provide
answers to enquiries about broadcasts.

To find our more contact Careline on 941 3121
or Actionline on 941 1222.

BROXTOWE FUNDING

Green Network would like to thank Broxtowe
Borough Council for providing a grant of £250,
which has helped to pay for the printing of this
issue of Green Network News.

The CGOPERATIVE BANK

Green Network would like
to thank the Co-operative
Bank for sponsoring this
issue.

For details of their services
please contact Stan
Harrison, Senior Manager,

~on O115 924 0410.










