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I-

travelled from Hottingham to B.A.F.
Cottesmore for a Midland Day of
action. The purpose of the action
was to highlight the baseôs invol-

 vement in the latest phase of the
escalating nuclear arms races

B,A.F. Gottesmore is the tri-nat-
ional training centre for European
Tornado fighter bomber pilots. This
is a massive escalation of the U.K.

 nuclear force since 220 Tornados
replace 56 older Vulcan and Buccan~
eer aircraftñ Furthermore, Tornado
has the capability of carrying air-
launcned cruise missiles. i

First of all the base was blockaded
than there was a demonstration in
the village of ottesmore. In the
afternoon about BO people invaded 
the base. Bespite the fact that

fl

.5ñ i

L 5 AMPñ We ran on to the base and half gof"
'  "%A%J@%ýý%T@%&nÂÔ@g@$$HI  as us reached one of the runways and@ÄlT1" a es or ls <1@-n- The civilian pol-ice manhandled us into vans before

driving several miles and dumping
On loin December 25 protesters us in the middle of nowhere.

Several people rewentered the base
on their return and óDaveô of the
Forest Fields Peace Group managed
to climb a 60ft navigational aid
tower. He continued his protest
for 6 hours in near freezing con-
ditions before climcing down and
being arrested for "breach of the
peace" and obstructing a police
officers

Dave refused to give his name and
address, unwilling to recognise a
judicial process that was attemting
to punish him for protesting about
the madness of nuclear weapons.

After 6 days on remand in Leicester
prison Dave was found guilty of
obstructing a pOliCú officer, while
the otner charge was dropped. Now

the police knew about the day of Dave is out Uf Pri5On and tne authñ
section security was frignteninglyó Orities have only the Phþtoýrapnlaxñ ô  g  e and 11nger~prints of an unknown
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gDare, e peace activist, was arrested at RqA.F. Gotteamore on December 16th for
climbing a navigational aid tower on the base and staying there for 6 hours. Refusing
to give sis name and address, he was held in custody for 6 days before being released.
Here He elves hls personal views on the purpose of non-violent direct action (HVDA).

' I

as a relatively inexperienced r
protester, Cottesaore provided my o  ll T391 ýtrýýger in my Qýmmitment  
first real eacounter with the State. to non-violent action and Prþtest  
I see mt release anounished in at  than befere EN þrreete I as BÁt5 a o
conventional sense and without a o  believe the eVBP359 PÁ1iÁ@man i$ g
criminal record,not only as a victoryn Willing to use HþPP@VÁked "iÁ1@nÁe
for HVHA in opening a new tactic of Bdainat P9aÁefu1 PTÁ5e5tÁr$* SÁÁn
protestilbut also a demonstration. will Á@mB the dýý when the PÁ1iÁ9
that WQ can Qppagg the gyýtgm that ar@.gQing"tQ have $0 ýith®r Shrug ~.

forces the horror of nuclear war  their shoulders and B110" Us 1Á Halt
ñpan us and win} l   lg  the nuclear war machine,or use

violence against us. I think they 
For me;direct action is not symbolic,  óWill Shrug their 5pÁu1derB*

it is active resistance to nuclear   
warñ However imaginative and on whatè h The Eývernment 535 thÁ$@ 13 Fewer
ever scale, l do not believe symbols are then úÁin5 tÁ have tÁ deÁide 
alone will stop Cruise or create a  between imPÁ5in% 8 $0TB1it&Ti@n
world free of nuclear weapons. Direct $F$t$mèTi5kinú their Own dÁWnfa11Â
action will, but only if it becomes  OP ýÁÂ9Pt the PTÁtB5tÁT$ demands-

if-It

a threat to the pillars on which any
British government depends. Only  Bu?è Qf ÁÁuT5@è all thýt dePeþd$ e
when we threaten wiþl we be listened to.= QB use YOU and I being PTePaT@* to
A threat without violence. l e 5t&nd ñP and be counted; being  

opreP5red to take the punishment
l the.state1throws at us, and to

 return each time stronger than b~f0re.
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Sometimes when raising the question
of the serious danger of world War
the view is given that without sufficient
weapons in this country, for instance,
the American Cruise missiles, Britain
would be ñdefenceless" and face the
danger of s Russian invasion, or
alternatively, that Western Europe
would be threatened {because of the
weakening of NATO). .

Firstly, however, the Soviet invasion
of Britain (by which is meant of the
Soviet-led Warsaw Treaty forces )
would not be just a question of i
them dropping a few bombs (nuclear
or otherwise) hut presupposes that
Warsaw Treaty forces advanced on
Britain across Europe i.e. that
the Soviet Union was at war with
at least most of Western Europe.
This leads us to the second view,
that NATO would be attacked by the
Warsaw Treaty forces. Obviously
this is possible.

However this view, presented in
this way, is based on the assumption
that the Warsaw Treaty is aggressive
(just waiting to attack Western Europe),
whereas QATO is peace~loving. But this r
position is wrong.

Clearly the Soviet Union and
Warsaw Treaty Egg aggressive, One
need only look at the invasion of
Czechoslovakia or Afghanistan as
proof of this. But NATO is not the
counter-force to this aggression.
The American-led NATO alliÂnce is
itself an aggresive bloc. aitness
the US invasion of Grenada or the
fact that NATO warships prowl the
water" of the world as proof of this.
HATciS the mirror image of the Larsaw
Treaty Qrganisation. In a word, the
danger to peace, of catastrophic
wirld war, comes not only from the
a;gressive Soviet-led Warsaw Treaty
but equally from the aggressive
American-led NATQ alliance.

 1

NATO -AN INSTRUMENT

OF U-S- FOREIGN POUCY

The reason why NATO was set up in
1949 was because of the post-v.'a1~
stra"te_.,;y of the US of do;-11:i.nation
of the world in the economic, political
and.militsry spheres. In practicg
N$iO ha; always remained a tool of
American foreign policy and the
countries that participate in it,
 such as Britain, its willing pawns,
It has never had anything to do
with the defence of Europe and its
peoples. Thus NATO {the Amcflýauý)

talk about"winning"a "limited nuclea
We?" ~ 1.8. ñlimitedò to Europe. In
such a war it is admitted that Europe
would be devastated and the majority
of her people wiped out. Yet this is
the "defence" of Europe planned by
NATO. What kind of "defence" is thisÁ
It is a mockery of the word "defence"
The Warsaw Treaty for its part, is
s tool of the Soviet Union. It also
has nothing to do with defence of the
people of Europe.

In any future war between the superè
powers and their respective blocs  
genocide would he commited against
the peoples of Europe and mankind
on an incomparably greater scale
than that carried out even by the
nasis during World War I1. Under
these conditions how can defence of
Europe by these two aggressive blocs
be claimed? In fact the superpowers
are arming themselves to the teeth
not for "peace" as they hypocritically
claim, but for imperialist war. These
wars are always fought as the ccntinè
nation of "pesceetime" policies, but
by other means - by violent means,
that means that they are fought for
new markets, spheres of influence,
sources of raw materials and so on.

óThe View that sees only the Soviet
Union (and the Warsaw ireaty) as the
greatest danger of world war and to
the security of Europe and its pegplg
is unscientific snd unrealistic,
It tilt? two '51,!;p&!I*pQweI~Ä3' -ti-19,. SUV-ie-t
r ' l ñ#ñ ý t ,- ."Jnion (and warsaw Treaty) and the
United States (and EATO) which are
the greatest denser to peace, and
ail the imperialist warmongering
powers. The people, who are the only
force to stop the warmongerg, must
be careful not to side with either
0l'1(':.ó sþtiþera Halls-Eô

relying on their own resources,
Cþýrýge and tenacity, wage thgir
own fight " 3 fi®hi for genuine and
lasting peace,
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It is a popular misconception that
we in the peace movement are proe
Soviet in our views. Conversely,
many people believe the U.S. to be
our closest ally and that we must
always support them, as we are both
fighting a common enemy. both of
these views are misguided and in~
accurate. goth the superpowers are
equally aggressive and show blatant
disregard for people's lives in
pursuit of their objectives.

A tragic example of this was the
shooting down by the Soviets on
Sep lst of Korean Airliner EAL O07.
killing all the crew and 269 passè
engers on b card .

To understand why this happened
one must look not just at the incè
ident itself, hut more importantly
to the background in which it took
place.  

In 1979 NATO (the U.s.) decided to
deploy Cruise and Pershing missiles
in Europe. These missiles would
greatly reduce the warning time of
a nuclear attack on Russia. Sub~
sequently, the Soviets felt it
necessary to develop missiles that
posed a similar threat to the U.$.

One method they adopted was to inñ
vest immense resources in a'wast
naval complex in the H. Pacific,
enabling submarines to deploy
close to the U.S. west coast.  

The alternative is for Soviet subs
to hide in one of the great Pacific
deeps nearby. which with longñ
range missiles can be as effective
a threat. The new Soviet Typhoon
submarine is a massive craft which
can carry 80 nuclear warheads. 12
of these Typhoon submarines are
planned. Hence the huge naval case
on Sakhalin Islands in the Sea of
Ohnotsk where these subs are based
jhas cecome a very sensitive area.

The acute sensitivity of this area
was worsened by increasing U.S.
naval exercises in lÄ82/5 in the
Sea of Ohhotsk. These exercises
were barely menntioned in the west.
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The increase in the U.S. intell-
igence activity in the area countè
lesslv coincided with the fsýt
that once Cruise and Pershing were
deplgved in Europe, security near
the Shviet naval air base would
rapidly intenaliy.

So we ask ourselves, could flight
KAL O0? have been used oy the U.S.
for military purposes? suspicions
grow stronger when one analyses
the sequence of events that followè
ed the shooting of the Korean plane.

The americans were quick to insist
that the airliner had mistakenly
iñl.own. over iiloviet air-~ space and
had teen harharously shot down with
no war1"1i1"1g. 1=.:i.e.a,;an said that this
was "an act of barharism, born of
a society that wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of
hþmiý life."

U.S. ambassador to the United Natè
ions, Jean Kirkpatrick, produced
tapes of air traffic radio which
"proved" that Soviet pilots made
no attempt to warn the plane, no
warning shots were fired and it
was alleged that the Soviet fighter
planes were not even úCÄ_Ló.i}.1=pú3'=l'l. with
normal international frequency
radio. in case it should assist them
defect. -

However, a fen days later it was
revealed that U.S. RC 155 spy planes
v.'ere very neiarñtèy at the time of tór*.e
disaster. Reagan described the BC
l'.i5 "innocuous". But in the
Denver Post (15/9/es), two so 155
veteran jilots described Reaganfs
remark as unhelievable and as a ....
ñ major eiffort. . . to bevvild er the
public concerning the capabilities
of the U . E5. EEC l3ô5," a plane they
descrihe as "offensive in nature".

Theiy said. it was gI'otes.~:pL1e to imag-
ine the RC l55 could not have
headed off the Korean airline dism
aster if it had wanted to.

Weeks later it emerged that the
tapes Jean Kirkpatrick had produced
ha<;1 risen. l'1ee.vily doc tored to suppè-

'1ort the U.S. official story. It was
c'c:=1i t 1'. n are on Page Fi e-.9
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