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“ COTTESM

Following the R.4.F. Cot.esmore
December carnival «ng blockade,
several of the Forest Fields Peace
Group and Leicestcr non- violent
action group felt that Cottesmore
should be further highlighted. This
Liecestershire base is the tri~ . -
national training base for the -
Tornado, the multi-million pound
first strike bomber, (see p4).

It was decided to have a direct
action on the base with support
acticns in Nottingham and lLiccester.
We decided fo occupy the two
‘navigationalw-aid towers as this
would be of & long duration, newse
worthy and effective in disrupting .
the base, Despite reservations about
the almost "military" flavour and
potential elitism of the action, the
date was set for Teb 2nd,

On the evening before the actinn
we learnt thati'the police knew of
our plans so we decided to bring
the action forward 6 hours and left
immediately for Coitesmore, By iam
four protestors had mansged to climb
~the two towers and legal observers
were in support. One hour later a
patrolling landrover's headlights
picked up peace graffiti which had
been painted at the hase of the
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At 8am three ol the legal obser-
vers were arrested:; two of stealing
their own car, the third for trying
to find out why his two friends had
been arrested, All three received
rough treatment from the¢ police and
two had to see the police surgeon
syston police station.
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During the morning interviews were
given to the press and media in
Cottesmore village and at 12 o'clock
the four protestors decided to come
down the towers and were immediately
arcested, Two of the four refused
to give their names and addresses.,

A special court was set up in Oskham,
two protestors being remanded in
Leicester prison for refusing to

give their names, the other two were
released on bail. The court case was
1o be Tour days later, The three
supporters who had been arrested were
eventually releaged, two without being
charged, the third bailed {to appear
at Oakham magistrates couxrt on 27th
February. All five were charged with
breach of the peace and obstructing
the police in the course of their
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February 6th, Oakham Court.

After a five hour hearing, in
vhich conducted our own defence,
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three protestors were given condite-
discharges and ordered to pay
£20 costs., The magistrates stated

that the lenient sentences viere due
to the possible intimidation by the

tower, Soon the whole area was bhew:
sieged with miliinry parsonnel and
everyone awaited t ¢ arrival of the
police, By dawn tl:e police had blocke
ed off all access %o the base and
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BURRGEQ 1he towers, ReALEL personnel, The fourth protestors
case was adjourned to Fed 13th, when
she was given & conditional discharge
and ordered to pay £40 costs.

The base was erlfectively disrupted,
Due to skilliul press lisson there

was oxcellent media coverazge -~ iocal
national T.VY. and 2adio, four
nationzl papers and five international
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ST, Strong links were established
AT between Nottingham and Leicester
' DEACE groups.

The five hour trial revealed huge
potential for court room tactics.

2t most importantly, the action
hazs inspired greater opposition tc the
horrendous dangers of the Tornado

nuclear bomber.,




el Letter

Dear Friends,

Afier reading rhe ariicle by
"Dave", the peace activist who c¢limbed

up the navigation tower at Cottesmore
last December, 1 feel prompted to
make the f{following comment on the
potential behaviour of thlq country's
police and government.

Dave evidently believes that
ultimately the police will behave

in a c¢ivil and humane way towards

peace protestors (as I feel they

did for the most part at Cottesmore)

s GO - g refnu‘ur the order to use violence
against us, merely "shrugging their
shoulders” and leilting us casually

dismentle this country's "defence",
Kuch as I would like to believe
in the eventual triumph of common
sense and individual moral conscience
in those governing us, I feel it is
naive and over-optimistic to expect
it. Mot only will many people relish,
and I do mean RELISH, the opportunity
of "laying into"™ us when 1t comes to
the final crunch, but they already
have and still are committing the
kind of wviolence that they can only
get away with under the protection
of a corrupt statle,
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CHILVWELL FHROTEST.

Cn Saturdayv 18th Feb. there was
a8 demonstration against the proposed
purchase ¢f Chilwell Ordinance Depoti
by the U.5. AirForce. lLeaf-lettiing,
banners, pvacard and a chalk~in
were held in the cenires of Notting-
ham, Beesion, Stapleford.and lLong
Eaton,” Thece demonstrations were
linked together by & convoy of
vehicles including a hearse and a
mock Cruisc missile.

The demonsirations showed there
is increasing public opposition
to the s#iting of American Cruise
missiles in this country and to
the American military presence in
Britain.

The Foresi Fields Peace Group
Newsletter would welcome letters
or articles concerned with the arms
race or the pesce movement, Please
leave contributions at the Forest
Fields Neighbourhood Centre.

The de:-dline for the next News-
letter is IFriday 9th March.

To impose a (olelibarian syqlem
15 not as e arlucle suppeses, risk-
ing a goveruents downisil, ovutl coing
the reverse. This government,like,
any other government, is at this very
moment passing and preparing Bills
that aim eventually to erode all
our rights of protest - be it over
irade union activities, the rights
of minorities (for example, the Anti-
Apartiheid Movement is about to be
made an illegal organisation), or the

siting of nuclear weapons in-this
couniry.

This government sanctions police
violenceg:«I know personally of many
vicious and unprovoked aitacks by
police on proiesfiors - but we cannot
do @& thing about it, because those
who make the rules can also bend thenm
according to their will, keeping us
Tforever under their thumb,

I am not sure exactlyhow to change
vhe situagtion I have outlined, but I
feel it is vital that we do not allow

ourselves to believe in the nyth of

the "democratic right to protest®
that governmentis of this country
pacify us with, We ere but a small
threat to the enormous: power that
they hold, we are not the balance

on theusgcales of justice,We are oute
welghed, and we need more than ideal-
istic dreaming to change this.

This letter is in no way intended
personally, Dave's arficle merely
prompted me to write on a subject
which I have been giving much thought
lately. I feel I should add my support
and indeed admiration for Dave'ls -
inspiring action at Cottesmore. Best
of luck to you all, ‘

Peace and Freedom,

Claire  (Hyson Green)

CRUISE DENO.

Nottingham CND has announced
that there will be an immediate
demonstration in the 01d Market
Square at 5Spm if it is announced
that a Cruise launcher has left
Greenham Common on a2 practise

exercise.,

People are asked tc assemble
in the 0l1d Market Square at Spm
whatever time the announcement is

- made, You are most likely to hear

the news if you are on the contact
tree. (The media is sure to be told
not to broadcast details). Please
make sure you know who your contacts
are and who will contact you. If

you are not on the contact tree

and would like to be, 'phone
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