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'STOP THE BASE

A group of 41 Anti-Nuclear protesters,
‘including several FFPG members, entered

USAF Upper Heyford on Monday, 17th

September, and by their action prevented

the base's F1-11 nuclear bombers

4from taking off for one and a half
hours.dhring preparations for Operation
'Lionheart - the multi- million pound

NATO exercise.

The proteSters travelled to the base
by road and rail, and entered at the
end of the main runway at 7.10 am.
Those travelling by traih disembarked
in a cutting below the airfield, after
a communication cord had been pulled

~and the train consequently stopped.

They then scrambled up an embankment,

crossed a ploughed field and climbed
into the base over carpets which had

been thrown across the low barbed-
wire perimeter fences. By this time
the train was on its way again with no

inconvenience to other passengers except

for a three minute delay to their journey.

Once inside the base the protesters

| separated into groups and made their way
down the main funway. American service
vehicles were spotted after about fifteen
minutes but were unable to prevent the
protesters' progress until they had been

joined by trucks full of servicemen. The

vario@s groups were eventually rounded-

up, loaded into empty trucks and taken

to a gymnasium on fhe base.

The 41 protesters were detained against

 their wishes for several hours. About 14..f

people were arrested but not charged and
one woman was charged with an alleged

assault on an American serviceman.

Despite the short time which they spent_

on the runway and the hours in detention,

those who took part in the action were
all agreed that it had been a success}
They had demonstrated their opposition

to the presence of the Fl-11's, shown
how ineffective security was at the
base, and achieved the groundihg.of'all
aircraft for one and a half hours during
a period in which Britain was involved in

a major NATO exercise.

Helen Cooper
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" ALCONBURY

USAF Alconbury is a reconnaisance base
near Huntingdon (Cambs). I t has a
number of fighters disguised as Soviet
MIGs as well as Phantoms,advanced TR-Is
whose role is to direct missiles to
East European targets and the famous
spy plane '"Blackbird" or SR-71. It also
has both chemical and nuclear weapons.
I t will also be the command base for
USAF Molesworth when the first of 64
cruise missiles arrive ther in 1986,

as it is only a few miles away. The
Pentagon has allotted one of its
highest US defence estimates in Europe
to USAF Alconbury.

In addition ,there is reason to believe
there is a nuclear dump there. Reports
have been coming in of a regular
nuclear convoy travelling to the base.

During June and July 1984, nine peace
campers were arrested from the Alcon-
bury Peace Camp and charged with

" conspiracy to commit criminal damage'
This charge hasn't been used since 1961
at the Weathersfield action and it
imposes serious implications on the
whole peace movement. Anyone even
discussing the possibility of an action
involving a criminal offence could be
chrged.

Those arrested had appalling bail
conditions imposed on them: daily
signing in,£1000 surety,banned within
one mile of the camp etc.

A group has been set up called the
"Alconbury Peace Camp Defence Committ-
ee" to help the nine with their charges
and also to look into the issue of
what Alconbury is about. What's in
there? Why is security higher than

at Greenham? This committee can be
reached c¢/o WMCMD, 54,Allison Strcet,
Digbeth, Birmingham B5 5TH. Tel.-.
021.632.6909

On the 31lst August, the then newly
formed Nottingham Direct Action
Committee,organsied a coach and
legal support for the Alconbury
blockade which was called to support
the 'nine' and to charge the British
and US governmnents with "conspiracy
to commit genocide."

50 peace protestors from groups all
over Nottingham went to Alconbury.

. THE CONSPIRACY

(Forést  Fields Direct Action Affinity
Group included)A training workshop had
been held a few days beforehand.

Once registered the FFDAG decided to

start the blockade which was due to

begin at noon.We sat down on the MOD

road and other groups joined us and soon
we had an effective blockade of 60-70 '
people and our gate was blocked.

Soon an old friend of Forest Fields from
RAF Cottesmore,Inspector Hammersley

was on the scene asking us to move but

to no avail., We were subsequently moved

to the public highway and arrested for
obstruction. We were taken to Peterbrough
police station and some people were forced
to have their phots taken and others harnd-
cuffed with plastic strips which cut their
wrists. Once at the police station we were
searched and asked various details which
many refused to answer. 'We were put in
eight to a cell. After 4-5 hours we were
given a wonderful(!) meal then questioned
individually again with not much response
from most people. The first arrestees were
released at 8.40pm with charge sheet in
hand. Protestors were released very slowly
after this and the last one came out at
2.30am the next day. 33 people from
Nottingham had been arrested and the coach
haD had ¥o return at 8.00pm so transport
was sent from Nottingham and people were
travelling back late into the night and
some stayed at Molesworth Peace Camp and
were picked up the following day.

At the evaluation meeting the night after
people felt that the blockade was
successful, tours into the base had been
cancelled,people at the base were given

the day off and the press coverage was quite
good. But as a result 27 people from - :
Nottingham were charged with'"obstructing

the highway" and are to appear at court

in Huntingdon on various days in

September.

This is just the tip of the iceberg,170
people were arrested that day. 170 who
say no to the horrors within USAF
Alconbury.












