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Chilwell, July 1st. l,SOQ protestors reclaime
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Mass Trespass at USAF
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BECAUSE WE CARE

I don't know. about you,but sometimes

I feel the enormity of the task of the
peace movement is almost overwhelming.
The war machines of East and West are
huge,sophisticated mechanisms. The
tools of the Governmentto try to supp-
ress our protest are awesome: if we go
on strike we are branded as mobs and
militants,laws are introduced to make
our strikes illegaland the DHSS with-
holds money so we can't feed our fam-
ilies; when we raise the pitch of our
protest criminal proceedings are
brought against us; politicians and
the media say we are Soviet inspired
and try to paint the picture that we
don't care about the future of Europe.

It is precisely because we do care
that we are involved in the peace
movement. It is because we care that
we oppose war and the policies of any
country that threatens war. It is
because we care that we campaign
against nuclear policies and nuclear
weapons which can only destroy life
and civilisation. It is because we
care that we refuse to bury our hewds
in the sand as the Govermment would

prefer.

The beginning of a new year is an
opportune time to reflect on how we
are progressing and I think we should
_ take heart from what has happened in
1984, i

Nationally, CND membership has more

than doubled and peace groups in towns

and cities all over the country have
become stronger and more active.

Locally, the Peace Group in Forest
Fields has been busier than ever,with
lots of fresh faces becoming involved
and putting in a lot of hard work. Not
only have the numbers swelled but the
quality and enthusiasm of our campaign-
ing has vastly improved.

The Newsletter has expandedto having
broad local circulation. As well as
keeping people up to date with what is
going on, it has had many impottant
feature articles detailing developments
in the arms race which receive scant
attention in the mass media (sea-laun-
ched Cruise missiles,Tornado,Trident,
USAF Alconbury and Civil Defence to

name but a few).

We must do so BECAUSE W

The NVDA activists,or Affinity Group as
it is called,has built up a considerable
reputation locally through its actions at
Cottesmore ,Nottingham,Upper Heyford and
USAF Alconbury. Members of the group have
intrinsic in the organisation of the
hugely successful Reclaim Chilwell Mass
Trespass and also in establishing Peace
Action Network (PAN),the Nottingham based
NVDA network.

There are iany things that could be men-
tioned of activities and eampaigning in
the past year. The saddest yet most 1nsp-
iring aspects of the year have been the

imprisonment of a few of our friends for

pasionately opposing the arms race and
refusing to bow to the authority of the
stiate which pursues the arms race. I feel
sure that many others will follow their
excellent,though severe example.

Other things have gone on apace: local
and national demonstrations,leafletting,
public meetings,fly-posting and fund-
raising. Most impressively the FFPG has
gained the reputation locally and city-
wide of being a dynamic and committed
group of peace campaigners. This has
arisaen because we are better at pooling
resources,becoming organised in a non-
hierarchial manner and dealing with the
media.

Where do we go from here? Already our
diaries should be ready for entries of
concerted action at Molesworth,the 2nd
U.S. Cruise missile base and further
demonstrations against the U.S. military
presence at Chilwell.

But on a more general level the FFPG as

a local peace group needs to carry on the
spirit of 1984 in an even more efficient

and determined fashion.

We must concentrate on explaining the
real issues of war to as many people as
we cap,and first and foremost this must
mean our friends and neighbours. We must
expand the strength and numbers of our
group and encourage new members to be
rewardingly involved.We must raise the
tempo and spirit of our protest against

~ the arms race and preparations for war.

We must do so for our children and their
children. ] '

CARE.
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Last month it was officially confirmed
that the second 'flight' of 16 Cruise
missiles had arrived at Greenham Com-
mon agir base, bringing to 32 the total
number of Cruise in Britain. This comes
as no surprise to many of us, wno have
long suspected the missiles were here.
However the news was released, not by
own Ministry of Defence, but by

Generazl Bernard Rogers '
commancer of NATO!

S

EFuropean forces.

The 3ritish MOD has remained silent
about Cruise since the serretive arr-
ival last year of the first 16 missi-
les. But, if these¢ waepons are supposed
to 'deter! Russia from attacking, why
are they so reluctant to say how many
of them we have ? Could it be that
deterring the Soviet Union 1is less
important than avoiaing the public
outcry they know will result now the
British people (most of whom are
agahnst Cruise ) know that more of
the missiles we don't want are alrea-
dy "here?: '

the American -
" both the day we hear about the exercise
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The next time the Cruise Convoy goes
out on an exercise, FFPG will demon-
strate with placards and candles,
(please bring your own) on the round-
‘- about where Gregory Bvd meets Mansfld
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fngd. If we meet at 5.060pm to catchh the

. “rush~-hour traffic we can alert loads
4. 0f people to the continuation of the

-

4. war preparations.
- It has been decided to demonstrate on

.- and ‘the day after- to catch even more
" people as they innocently drive home
to their slippers and tipples,unaware

i .that FFPG is about to strike again.
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FFPG occupation of Conservative Party Headquarters, Nottingham, on ”
6th November, the day after the announcement that the second flight of *
Cruise missiles had arrived at USAF Greenham Common.
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