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MENWITH HILL '

On Saturday 23rd November ,members of
Forest Fields Peace Group took part in a
mass trespass on the U.S. Spy base at

Menwith Hill in North Yorkshire.The action

was to publicise the activities of the
base which has been described as:
"America's Big Ear on Europe'" - with its
radar and radio equipment,and its direct
tap into the British Civilian Telephone
System,it listens in to radio broadcasts
and International telephone calls to &
from Britain. This information is exclus-—
ively for the use of the U.S. Security
Services,and the base itself is almost
completely American staffed.Such is the
importance of the base,that it is seen as
one of the first targets in this country
in the event of a nuclear war.

As we walked onto the base we were
struck both by the ghostly and menacing
appearance of the radar equipment,and

by the apparent lack of police to guard
the base.So disorganised were they that
we were able to walk about half-a-mile
to the inner section of the base before
we were noticed.Even then,about four
policemen were sent to stop about =
fifteen of us ! Somepeople were able to
climb the inner fence but others were
stopped before they were able to.The
police then proceeded to make arrests,
but they were very haphazard about this;
some people were just thrown off the
base,while others were detained and told
they were to be charged,although event-
ually everyone was released without
charge.Some people were formally arrest-
ed,and then forgotten and thrown rather
violently off the base,while others were
detained without being formally arrested.
It seemed that the police were very diso-
rganised and underpowered:- many of them
did not know the purpose of Menwith Hill,
and some became quite concerned to hear
that they,as the British police,were
protecting an American Spy Base.

Peace groups from many Northern towns and
cities were also present,and most of
them took part in the trespass,along
with people from the Peace Camp ,which
serves as a permanent reminder to the
staff of the base,that there is an alter-
native to the 'Military Society'. As well
as the trespass,the American flag was
cut from its pole to mark the start of
the action,and later people climbed to
the top of a radio mast and set off
flares,which could be seen for miles.

At the end of the day most peopeée leit
feeling the action had been high
successful in drawing the activ
of the spy base to attention,and remind-
ing the staff that thelr presence in
Britain to spy onh the activities of

=

ordinary people,is most unwelicome

g e

<

But more significantly,this was
protest at just one small j
war machine that threatens to destroy

-

=y

us all,and which we must work hard to
remove,in all of its manifestations,
if we want to look forward to any sort

of future.
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"Nucdear weapons and b
undermine our securit

=

1ty...the bases,far
from preventing nuclear attack,are about
tihecon}y reason we might suffer one."
SANITY :The magazine of CND

Aug/Sept 1980 P.10
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RESIST CRUISE — BLOCKADE MOLESWOR

"Cruise missiles are small pilotless

pPlanes which fly close to the ground evad-
ing radar detection and have the accuracy
of striking within 100 feet of their target
after a flight of 1,500 miles. In times

of International crisis,the missile laun-
chers will be moved out of the bases and
aispersed around the country within a rad
radius of 100 miles."

64 of these cruise missiles are planned
to be stationed at USAF Molesworth

which is only 75 miles from Nottingham -
well within the dispersal zone. The

total destructive power of these missiles
is equivalent to over 1,000 Hiroshima

bombs.

On February 6th 1985, the Minister for
'Defence' ,Michael Heseltine wearing his
flak-jacket,led the military style invasion
of Molesworth. With 1500 troops and a
similar number of police he forcibly
evicted the peace campers who had made
Molesworth their home. A razor wire fence
was erected in the night marking the
boundary of the 'protected-area' of the

new genocide base. .

On February 6th 1986,National CND has
called for a peaceful mass blockade at
USAF Molesworth. The demonstration will
show the strength of feeling against the
missile base and the intention is to
seriously disrupt the construction work
going on that day. All four gates will
be obstructed by hundreds of peace prote-
stors from all parts of the country,one
gate will be blockaded by women only. |
The day will:be a statement to Heseltine,
the MoD and the Government that no

matter what laws they put in our way we
will continue to uphold international
laws of peace and protest and resist the
building of a genocide base at Molesworth!

NOTTINGHAM

Nottingham is already heavily involved in
the day of action having the campaign's
office on Mansfield:sRoad. As well as the
National involvement,Nottingham will be
providing many people to take part in the
blockade. There are many tasks to be done
before the day on an organisational level,
but there will also be many things indiv-
iduals need to do to prepare for this |
action.

- Taking part in the blockade is technic-

ally a criminal offence and therefore

potentially arrestable. Obviously this

will affect the way many people feel
about taking part. However there will
be plenty of opportunity to talk about
this and many other aspects of Non-
Violent Direct Action,about the day
itself,etc. NVDA is a form of protest
alongside rallies,marches,leafletting,

etc. but requires more individual prepe

aration.

Jorking as a group is one way of making
sure that everything has been covered

or thought about and that everybody is
happy with their role or taskz In a group
people can feel the support and strength
of being with friends on the day. The
practicalities of the day,how to get to
Molesworth for 6.00am,which gate to get
,who takes what,what to wear,how

people feel about getting arrested,etc...

- All these and many other issues need

sorting out before the day preferably in
a workshop with the group who will be
working together on the day.

Forest Fielos

Forest Fields Peace Group will be holding
a workshop on Sunday 12th January,
10.30am to 4.30pm at the Forest Fields
Community Centre on Gladstone Street,
Please come even if you don't think you
can come on Feb 6th,there are plenty of
things which need doing.

If you want to know more about any aspect
of Feb 6th please contact the Feb 6th
office, 180 Mai’sfield Road,Nottingham,
Tel; 581178.



Looking Back.....and Forward

As another year draws to a close it is
time for a little reflection.The Forest
Fields Peace Group AGM will be on 19th
December and in preparation for that I
dug out the minutes of the last AGM -
they made interesting reading !

Running through the objectives for 1985
it was encouraging to realise what we
have achieved as a group - not quite
everything we set out to do but we need-
ed to leave something for 1986 ! Joking
apart alot of hard work and campaigning
has been done and coupled with some of
the more social activities like walks in
the Peaks and mad games of tennis,FFPG
has certainly provided me with much insp-
iration,friendship and support.

Newsletter

The newsletter group,although small,has
continued to put many hours into produc-
ing our monthly newsletter.The idea to
produce it every 3 months with monthly
broadsheets was abandoned and we continue
with a now very polished monthly issue,
mainly thanks to Jaz and his printing
skills and articles written by a few ind-
ustrious members. Saturday mornings .see

a few hardy sellers in Hyson Green conti-
nuing the important contact with the
public.At 10p each the newsletter now
pays for itself and on a couple of occ-
‘asions we more than covered our costs.

There has also been sporadic door-te-
door selling in Forest Fields,not quite
s0 lucrative but equally important.
Infortunately,we decided to give this a
rest for a while as personpower was
being somewhat stretched.We hope t¢
revive this in the New Year with a few
new faces - if you can spare an evening
or two a month please come forward,we
only sell for a couple of hours then re-
tire to the pub - who said you can't mix
business with pleasure !
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- It would be great to cayer the whole of

Forest Fields and have a regular list of
subscribers by our AGM in 1986. It weuld
help boost our membership and is a very

effective way of keeping people informed
of the issuss raised by this country's

‘ continued involvemept in the nuclear arms

race and of our protest against this
involvement.

Increasing our contact with the public

was seen to be aw important issue for 1985.
The Peace Group are now proud owners of a
stall ,thanks to Pete's carpentry skills
and starting early December we will be

-having a regular stall on Saturday to

keep the newsletter sellers company in
Hyson Green. We will be selling stickers,
badges and other small items but more
importantly we will have a lot more
information for the public either free or
cheap.Volunteers will always be needed so
don't be shy,if you can help run the
stall for a couple of hours let us know.

Public Meeting

L1 February we had a very successful
public debate on Defence and Disarmament
with Michael Knowles,our Conservative MP,
the whole area was leafletted and the
Italian Community Centre full- not bad
for a very snowy night.

Unfortunately our attempts to engage a
local member of "Peace Through NATO" in
a debate have met with stony silence -
more news of this in 1986 hopefully.

Also our attempts to organise a '"Peace
Painting" competition for the local
primary school children was abandoned as
only one school was interested.We

continue to support local events and often
have an article in the Residents' Assoc-
iation newsletter.These have all been

part of our efforts. to reach more of the
neighbourhood.






















