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WHY DID THEY DROP THE BOMB?

At this time of the year we should all

be thinking back to  the horrific’

‘devastation in Hiroshima and Nagasakil
after the Americans dropped the first
nuclear bomb on Japan. We are reminded
often enough of the number of people
that were killed - 200,000 - and the
many more that have died since. We see
photos of the flattened cities,
pictures and drawings of those that
witnessed the horror at first hand and
we read the words of the Hibakusha, the
nuclear victims, but we can never really
know what it was like. What is more we
cannot know what the effects of a
nuclear bomb dropped today would be,
except that it would be much worse, as
the destructive power of one bomb is far
greater than in 1945.

Weapons are more sophisticated, more
accurate, more . mobile and the
destructive power of the world's arsenal
is approaching the equivalent of half a
million Hiroshima bombs. What we can be
sure about is that we must, with our
collective voice, demand an end to the
testing, research, development and
deployment of nuclear weapons on earth
and in outer space, so that we may never
know what those effects might be.

Experiment

To help us in our struggle against

governments which continue to spend
millions on developing new nuclear
weapons, both East and West, we need
perhaps to understand why the first
nuclear bombs were ever dropped. In a
telegram after the destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, President Truman
announced: i

"The experiment has been an overwhelming
success. "

How could anyone call the death of
200,000 innocent people a success and
what sort of a sadistic 'experiment' was
this.

Some would say that it was done to end
the war quickly and save further
bloodshed - a bit ironic and why the
second bomb on Nagasaki ?

It seems generally agreed that the bombs

were dropped to keep Russia out,
relations between the Soviet Union and
her then allies had deteriorated
steadily, especially on the death of
Roosevelt and the Yalta Conference. The
Japanese were on the verge of surrender
and had put out peace feelers but these
were blocked by the Russians who also
wanted a piece of the cake as it were.

Manhatten Project

General Groves, Director of the
Manhatten Project, which was developing
America's first atomic bomb, was
desperate to see the fruits of his
labours and, after the war ended 1n
Europe, pushed very hard to complete the
development at great expense. With this
financial investment the scientists were
determined to carry out their
'experiment' and when Truman became
President, knowing nothing of the
Manhatten Project, and having no
scientific knowledge, he was briefed
quickly and not very thoroughly by his
scientific advisers. He was not
apparently told of the long-term dangers
of radiation and dissenting voices were
kept away. Truman himself was keen to
make an impression on the nation, he had
to follow the great leader Roosevelt,
and he was concerned to prevent further
American bloodshed. So he gave the go
ahead.

Destruct€ive Yielo

The two atomic bombs were different.
The Hiroshima one having a uranium core
and a destructive yield of 12.5 kilotons
and 'Fat Man' dropped on Nagasaki a
plutonium core with a destructive yield
of 22.5 kilotons. It was 1important to
complete the 'Experiment' fully and to
test them both.

By comparison one{cruise missile has a
destructive power of 200 kilotons !
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Unknown Effects?

We can only hope that people would have
felt differently about using atomic
weapons had they known the immediate
devastation caused by firestorms and the
terible effects of radiation.

Testing still goes on a pace, every new
development 1in the nuclear field needs

an 'experiment' and people continue to
suffer because of them, mainly the
inhabitants of small Pacific Islands who
cannot prevent the mighty nuclear
nations walking all over them.

Never Forget

None of wus likes to be reminded of the
horrors of August 1945 but we must never
forget. ' AND we must continue to remind
others. It 1s after all that lesson

which has brought wus together to
campaign for a nuclear free world.

Cathy Carstairs.
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SHADOWS

1985 to 1986

In€ternational Shaoows

The International Shadow Project, on the
40th anniversary of the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima, was prabably the largest
ever direct act in the cause of peace,
embracing cities across America, Europe
and many other parts of the world.

It was able to unite so many people and
create such an impact because it was a
stark, simple, moving and peaceful way
of reminding ourselves and our
communities of the horror of Hiroshima
on August o6th 1945, and of Nagasaki
three days later. On those days of
horror and shame, many people were
literally vapourised where they stood,
or crawled or fell. Where a human being
was there remained only shadow outlines.
Last year we remembered that, and tried
to express 1t through producing shadow
outlines of corpses in our streets.

Why did we do that ?

Why should we do it again this year ?
Why not forget what happened, what is in
the past, and concentrate on enjoying
our lives 1in the present ? After all,
it's what most people do. AND it 1is
certainly what our government would want

us to do.

Above all, perhaps, because what
happened at Hiroshima casts a. shadow
over the whole world, and will until one
day we act to end the threat to our
planet created by nuclear weapons. Or,
if we fail, until one day our City
suffers the same fate as Hiroshima.

War Crimes

The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
came at the end of a war fought to
overcome the evil of fascism. After the
war many were found guilty of war crimes
at Nurembourg. But, although Hitler had
lost the war, much of his evil wvision
had triumphed. The Nazis belleved that
the means 7Jjustified the ends. Human

beings were expendable. They did not

matter. The will to triumph Jjustified
any action, no matter how brutal or

barbaric. cont...
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