
I

___ôq6 óHpô__

__80
_9%

_i

_ _______

EñM \ F\ ?  _Y \% MKñF%

Wó\_\\1 óxxxh\ ___W

__P _
ó_

_______

ó

H

____

__

5

J_UV \_%\M__ _&_____._AIn\_ V__ _h_\_Qý:_+~_.*QH__1L__h___ *W it.__..%'W__\\__þ\_Ä___ HvóÄ\ó\\\\\PS

..._____\\*

'___Qn
'__

IIIñ.

.  __k %  ó ___gý$1IIII
OOI_'___II

ó

Uó____.._.__ó_._...ó____i

___-
__óó_-_ó

.

__ _E ó___________

__I_I__óI_

___ó_lI_

l_

_ó__I-_

__ ___it_óó

__ ió'_____ _'\{mu________

0F\%W ó____*2\ú_O

___ 5I__\YQ

._l

___-__I
ó___ H_ __________s_ _

________ _ _____ó _\ú
H _ _e

EX%% ó___Äii,%  

iI_____ ÄÄ__x\__WH___r__.__þBi___M___ó%HK ____ _ __\F

_____ % ______:\Ä___QH

______________JþþwMW_5 Q_\awnýe5.______

ULnóKI * _E___ÄÄ___ôU/mm

O\ J__ó_____ó_____U

___________ññ__h_H__"_% __M

D\*________DnyW

__________Ay5WUM%  _OmMII._

.____

___.
__.

._._

._~__
ó___ô.

ñIIIOII.\___

. óIU__

L

_ ____Oó___F



I

óH

WHY DID THEY DROP THE BOMB; 7'" '
At this time of the year we should all
be thinking back to ' the horrific
devastation in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
after the Americans dropped the first
nuclear bomb on Japan. We are reminded
often enough of the number of people
that were killed - 200,000 ð and the
many more that have died since . We see
photos of the flattened cities,
pictures and drawings of those that
witnessed the horror at first hand and
we read the words of the "Hibakusha , the
nuclear victims , but we can never real ly
know what it was like. What is more we
cannot know what  the effects of a
nuclear bomb dropped today would be,
except that it would be much worse, as
the destructive power of one bomb is far
greater than in 1945. t  

Weapons are more sophisticated,  more
accurate, more . mobile and the
destructive power of the world's arsenal
is approaching the equivalent of half a
million Hiroshima bmbs. óWhat we can be
sure about is that. weè must, *with our
collective rvoice, demand an end to the
testing, research, development and
deployment of nuclear weapons on earth
and in outer space, so that weimay never
know what those effects might be.

Expeniment

To help us in our struggle against
governments which continue to spend
millions on developing new nuclear
weapons , both East and West, we need
perhaps to understand why the first
nuclear bombsô were ever dropped . In a
telegram after the destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, President Truman
announced: ò

"The experiment has been an overwhelming
success.ñ

How could anyone call the death of
200,000 innocent people a success and
what sort of a sadistic óexperimentô was
this.

Some would say that it was done to end
the war quickly and save further
bloodshed - a bit ironic and why the
second bomb on Nagasaki 1?

It seems generally agreed that the bombs
*were dropped to keep Russia out,
relations betweeni the Soviet Union and
her then allies had deteriorated
steadily, especiallyl on. the death of
Roosevelt and the Yalta Conference. The
Japanese were on the verge of surrender
and had put out peace feelers but these
were blocked by the Russians ówho, also
"wanted a piece of the cake as it were.

Manhatten Przojecý

General Groves , Director of the
Manhatten Project, which was developing
America's first atomic bomb, was
desperate to see the fruits of his
labours and, after the war ended in
Europe, pushed very hard to complete the
development at great expense. With this
financial investment the scientists were
determined to carry out their
'experiment' and when Truman . became
President , knowing nothing of the
Manhatten Project, and having no
scientific knowledge, he was briefed
quickly and not very thoroughly by his
scientific advisers . He was not
apparently told of the long-term dangers
of radiation and dissenting voices were
kept away. Truman himself was keen to
make an impression on the nation, he had
to fol low the great leader Roosevelt,
and he was concerned to prevent further
American bloodshed . So he gave the go
ahead.

Destnucýive Yielb

The two atomic bombs were different.
The Hiroshima one having a uranium core
and a destructive yield of 12.5 kilotons
and óFat Manó dropped on Nagasaki a
plutonium core with a destructive yield
of 22.5 kilotons. It was important to
complete the 'Experimentó fully and to
test them both. V  

By comparison one®cruise missile has a
destructive power of 200 kilotons !.

A ócont...

 :



Unknown Errects®

We can only hope that people would have
felt differently about using atomic
weapons had they knovm the immediate
devastationò caused by firestorms and the
terible effects of radiation.

Testing still goes on a pace, every new
develo nt in the nuclear field needspme
an 'experiment' and people continue to
suffer because of them, mainly the
inhabitants of small Pacific Islands who
cannot prevent the mighty nuclear
nations walking all over them.

Neven Fonget

None of  us likes to be reminded of the
horrors of August 1945 but we must never
forget. * AND we must continue to remind
others. It is after all that lesson
which has brought i us together to
campaign for a nuclear free world.

A Cathy Carstairs .
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* The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
h t came at the end of a war fougt o

overcome the evil of fascism. After the
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SHADOWS

1985 ýe 1986
lntennational Sbaoows
The International Shadow Project, on the
40th anniversary of the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima, was probably the largest
ever direct act in the cause of peace,
embracing cities across America, Europe
and many other parts of the world.

It was able to unite so many people and
create such an impact because it was a
stark, simple, moving and peaceful way
of reminding ourselves and our
communities of the horror, ~ of Hiroshima
on August 6th 1945, and of Nagasaki
three days later . On those days of
horror and shame , many people were
literally vapourised where they stood,
or crawled or fell. Where a human being
was there remained only shadow outlines.
Last year we remembered that, and tried
to express it through producing shadow
outlines of corpses in our streets.

Why did we do that '2 A
Why should we do it again this year ?
Why not forget what happened, what is in
the past, and concentrate on enjoying
our lives in the present ? After all,
it's what most people do. AND it is
certainly what our government would want
us to do.

Above all, perhaps, because what
happened at Hiroshima casts at shadow
over the whole world, and will until one
day we act to end the threat to our
planet created by nuclear weapons . Or ,
if we fail, until one day our city
suffers the same fate as I-Iiroshima.

war many were found guilty of war crimes
at Nurembourg. But, although Hitler had
lost the war, much of his evil vision
had triumphed . The Nazis bel ieved that
the means justified the ends. Human
beings were expendable. They did not
matter. The will to triumph justified
any action, no matter how brutal or
barbaric . Cloutó óI óF
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The Allies, including Britain, opposed
that will, but they came to absorb it in
the end. They were _ prepared, for
example, to mass bomb cities, such as
Dresden - the tactics of total war, with
no attempt to distinguish between
soldiers and civil ians . Against
International Law, contrary to all our
human efforts to maintain civilised,
decent standards. The Allies, like the
Nazis, decided that the means justified
the ends . In doing so, the Allied war
leaders, including Winston Churchill ,
acted as war criminals. Nobody said
this at Nurembourg because it was a
court set up and controlled by the
Allies. At the same time as applying
International Law and civilised values
in correctly condemning Nazi war crimes,
they justifed the belief that might is
right and the ends -always justify the
means by ignoring their own use of the
tactics of total war.

Non-Militangy T mzgets

Hiroshima ad  Nagasaki provided the
horrific, final confirmation of the
triumph of these inhuman values... They

985- " 86(Â<>nf-)
Man had created the means to perfect
mass destruction and then showed a
willingness to use that, no matter what
the cost. A óThat new world came into
being on August 6th 1945 . 300 , 000
people in the two Japanese cities did
not see much of it. But it is our
world. It is the world we live in.

 aDest|2ucti0e
Developments

Well, it has developed a little since
1945. More countries have nuclear
weapons . There are more bombs . AND
their destructive power is infinitely
greater than the bombs that turned
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to corpse strewn
rubble in second. Now we have the means
to make an Hiroshima of every city on
wrtli.

Our leaders have developed as well. In
1945: they were prepared to mass bomb
and atomic bomb selected cities. Now
they are prepared to launch a nuclear
war that could destroy the whole world.
They know that what they do and what
they plan, breaks International Law. It
is as illegal as it is imnoral... Like

were not military targets. They were
not full of soldiers- They were cities
alive with ordinary people, like
Nottingham. That would not have
mattered to Hitler - he would have said,
if it helps us to win, we will do it.
And if we have to kill thousands upon
thousands of innocent men , women and
children, so what.

 Byn 1945 it. did not matter to the
President of the United States either.
 Nor to the British Prime Minister. ,And
so the atomic bombings went ahead. They
destroyed two cities. They caused
unprecedented death, suffering and
devastation. Death continuing until
today through the continuing effects of
radiation, suffering in the continuing
nightmare of those who survived .

The world could never be the same after
that. For the President of America had
what Hitler did not have - a bomb with
unprecedented destructive power .

-I

_HltleI, like Truman, like Churchill,
they do not care. Ends justified means
ll'1' 1945. Might was right and that is
our world in 1986 as the relatives of
those killed by American bombs from
bases in Britain in Libya know only too
well. ~

Act Now

Human beings and humanity were
vapourised on August 6th 1945. Those
who remember that day through the Shadow
Project are remembering not just the
innocent murdered by the American atomic
bombs, but peacefully reminding their
communities that we cannot rid ourselves
of the terrible nuclear threat that
shadows all our lives, every day unless
we have the courage to face that threat
directly, and we are prepared to act,
out of love for our world and our fellow
human beings, to overcome the criminals
who control our destiny.

Les Parsons.
Forest Fields Peace Group...














