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At the end of May the United Nations Third
Special Session on Disarmament (SSD III) opened
d quietly in New York, So quietly, in fact, that it
l was  difficult to find a reference to this
| inportant event in any newspaper, Of course, the
| disarmament spotlight was on the Gorbachev-Reagan
t summit at the time, Not that any real progress
| was made there, with Fresident Reagan putting up a
| permanent smoke screen called 'human rights' 1o
| mask his complete deafness to Mikhail Gorbachev's
| latest initiative - to work towards a reduction of
| conventional forces in Ewrope, Apd this despite
< wT?terg overnments' constant designation of the
allege
impadiment to further steps in the dismantling of
nuclear weaponry,

Nevertheless, it was understandable that the
media should concentrate its attention on the
leaders of the two superpowers,  However worthy
and sensible the proposals put forward at the
United Nations, everyone knows that they depend on
| their acceptance by the major countries for their
! implementation,

: This dependence was made crystal clear after
i the First Special Session (SSD I) held in 1378,
Those deliberations not only affirmed the goal of

general and complete disarmament, but proposed
' practical and imaginative routes for moving 1In
| that direction, After some fluttering in the
Enajor chancellories of the world, all of this was
i forgotten and both East and West embarked on a
i najor escalation in nuclear capacities, which
| brou%ht us onto the streets all over Europe in the
{ first half of the B0's,

i This experience is chastening, but i1 should
it lead us to write-off the United Nations as an
¢ irrelavance in the struggle for a peaceful world,
§ Take SSD I itself, One of the more compelling
% imaginative ideas it propounded was for nuclear-
" free zones in different parts of the world, as
dconfidence building measures and a stage on ihe
Eway to a denuclearised world, Some were inspired
tby this to launch the appeal for a nuclear-free
fzone in the whole of Europe (the Bertrand Russell
i Feace Foundation circulated this appeal widely in

ack of balance in this field as a major

its own power and influence has declined,§
Unsurprising, but not defensible, since it has
involved undermining UN work by the withholding of
funds and defying its authority b% boycottin% the
World Court, when this organ of the UN consideredg
the charges of the Nicaraguan government against§
the US for mining 1ts harbours,

Much more encouraging is the reverse attifude§
of the Soviet Union, which has become more
supportive of the UN since Gorbachev's accession, |
Not only has it now paid its long-outsfanding
dues, but Gorbachev himself has made a strong
commitwent to give the UN a powerful role in a
comprehensive international security sysiem, and}
in the solution of the major problems of under-
Jevelopment and poverty,

. As Gorbachev says, we live in an increasingl¥
inter-related and inter-dependent world of grea
complexity and diversity,  The challenges and
crises this generates can only be fackled at a
world level, and the only such comprehensive
institution we possess is the UN,

So we have no alternative; if we want a
secure and peaceful world where billions of those
who are now poor are allowed o have sufficient §
food, shelter, education and medical facilities,
we have to support, strengthen and reform the UN, |
Some people are beginning to discuss, with a sense
of urgency, how this might be done (see, for

xample, Ferestroika; Global Challenge For Our
Compon Futurs, published recently by Spokesman), |
It is a debate the peace movement cannot afford to |
ignore,

i Furope and obtained thousands of signatories), It
thecame the focal point for the European peace
dnovements and the basis for the END conventions at
dwhich peace activists have gathered from all over
§Europe every year since 1982 (last year in
4 Coventry, this year Lund, in Sweden), nd many
foroposals for more limited nuclear-free zones were

duenerated, including those for Scandinavia, the
“Ealkans apd the Iberian peninsula;, which have
fentered the mainstream of political debate 1n

# those regions,

¢ S0 the UM can become a focus for agitation and
d avan a source of inspiration and hope, Certainly
¢ the non-aligned countries who have joined since
B 1945 in the wake of de-colonisation often use the
4 Genaral Assembly to debate such crucial issues for
i them as apartheid, which 1t regularily condemns,

Ken Fleel is

Barfrand

secretary of the & |
Russell Feace Foundation which has its offices 1In

Gamble Sireet, Nottingham, He is a member of the

Forest Fields Feace Group,

It is perhaps unsurprising that the UN's wmost
?:nginUI and committed founder member, the Unitfed
-:v atves,

feels alienated from this body now that
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