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At the end of Nay the United Nations Third
Special Session on Disarmament lE-SD Ill) opened

>guietl in New fork, So quietly, in fact, that it
N was crifficult to find a reference to this
g important event in any newspaper, Uf course, the
ii disarmament spotlight was on the Gorbachev-Reagan
summit at the tinje, Not. that any real progress

l was made there, with President Reagan putting up a
permanent smoke screen called _óhum_an ló1QD|'|f;5' to
mask his complete deafness to Mikhail Gor achev's

rlatest initiative - to work towards a reduction_of
conventional forces in Europe, Find th_is despite

T western governmentsó constant desi_gnation of the
alleged ack of balance in this field as a_ma,1or
impef iment to further steps in the dismantling of
nuclear weaponry,

Nevertheless, it was understandable that the
vmedia should concentrate its attention on the

 leaders of the two superpowers, However worthy
and sensib1e~ the proposals put forward at the
United Nations, everyone knows that they depend on

rtheir acceptance by the major countries for their
limplementa ion,
F

> This dependence was made crystal clear after
the First Special Session (SSD _Il held in 1978,
Those deliberations not only affirmed the goal of

 general and complete disarmament, but proposed
impractical and imaginative routes for moving in

N that direction, _ þfter some fluttering in the
 major chancellories of the world, all of this was
T forgotten and both_ East and Nest embarked on_ a
;major escalation in nuclear capacities, which
_broueht us onto the streets all over Europe in the
 firs half of the 80ós,

, This experience is chastening, but it should
,tnot lead us to writeðoff the United Nations as an

irrelevance in the struggle for a peaceful world,
" Take 550 I itself,_ One of the more compelling

imaginative ideas it propounded was for nuclear-
freei zones in different parts of the world, as
confidence building measures and a stage_ on _the

i way to a denuclearised world, Some were inspired
.'|_

this to launch the appeal for a nuclear-free
azone in the whole of Europe (the Bertrand Russell
aPeace Foundation circulated this appeal widely in
fEurope and obtained thousands of signatories), It

became the focal point for the uropean peace
imovements and the basis for the END conventions at
gwhich peace activists have gathered from all over
tEurope every year since 1982 (last gear in
ñCoventry, this year Lund, in Sweden), nd many
ioroposa s for more limited nuclearðfree zones were
-aaiierated, includin those for Scandinavia, the

gýalkans and the Igerian peninsula, which have
gentered the mainstream of political debate in
Qthose regions,

_- LI..,_. .

Elle the UN can become a focus for agitation and
igeven a source of inspiration and hope, CertainlyóIô

the non-aligned countries who have joined since
a tats in the wake of de-colonisation often use the
aiýeneral Assembly to debate such crucial issues for

them as apartheid, which it regularily condemns,
It is perhaps unsurprising that the UN's mo-st

e powerful and committed founder member, the United
states, feels alienated from this body now that
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its ow_n_ power and influence has declined,
Unsurprising, but not defensible, since it has
involved un ermining UN work by the withholding of
funds and defying its authority by boycotting the
Uorld Court, when this organ of t e UN consiiered
the charges _of_ the Nicaraguan government against
the US for mining its harbours,

Nuch more encouraging is the reverse attitude
of the_ Soviet Union, which has become more
supportive of the UN since Gorbachevós accession,
Not, onlyñ has it now paid its long~outstanding
dues, but Gorbachev himself has made a -strong
commitment to give the UN a powerful role in a
comprehensive international securityi system, ,and
in the solution of the major problems of under-
development and poverty,

_ As Gorbachev says, we live in an increasingly
inter-related and inter-dependent world of grea
complewity_ and diversity, The challenges and
crises this generates can only be tackled at a
world level, and the only such comprehensive
institution we possess is the UN,

So we have no alternative; if we want a
secure and peaceful world where billions of those
who are now poor are allowed to have sufficient
food, shelter, education and medical facilities,
we have to supportp strengthen and reform the UN,
Some people are bE%lþHlHg_ o discuss, with a sense
of urgency, how his might, be idone fsee, for
example, Ferestroffeg Elooal Che11enge For Uur
iIóowv_moii Future, published recently by Elpokesmanl,
it is a debate t e peace movement cannot afford to
ignore,  

unþli:

Ken F].e.-eat is secretary of the Be/'fr'a.vd
,ýusse11 Peace Foundation; which has its offices in
Gamble Street, Nottingham, He is a member of the
Forest Fields Peace Group,
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swings, ready for a variety of activities,
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I  Hy visit to the U$$R, this year began in
April, when Noscow was awakening from the frosts
and snow of its heavy winter, The people were
still in their dark clothes but the trees were
breaking into leaf and gardeners were busy putting
out the plants in the parks and along the roai
verges, Colourful stalls and suns ades were
appearing, signs that Moscow must be a delightful
city in he summer,

Cur destination was Central Asia and we left
Noscow in a slight feathering of snow, and got off
the plane four hours later into a tempera ure of
SEC (EMF), Elf the ancient architectural delights
of Bukhara and Samarkand I could drool for hours,
and also the modern buildings, tree-lined streets
and parks of Tashkent, where the metro stations
equal those of Noscow, _But it was the
preparations for Nay Day and Liberation Day which
greatly impressed Betty and me.

The Nay Day theme was PEACE and this was
proclaimed with posters, banners and_paintings in
many languages hanging in every available space,
The procession in Elu hara was _1lkE one _ of the
better C,N,D, London demonstrations and included
children from schools, pioneer corps, factory
workers, trades unions and medical workers, The
garade was colourful and easy-going with banners,
alloons, doves, flowers and o her world symbols,

alt contained so many persons that one wondered
that there were any citizens left to watch, As
people left the parade the festivities began wtth
fairs, entertainments and parties - mainly family
celebrattons )(_to which most people broucth
gladiolii) ending up in homes or restuaran s,
which was fortunate as the weather had broken and
it was cold and wet,

Preparations for Liberation Day, Nay 9th,
were in progress when we left, and had the air of
a thanksgiving with fairs, stalls and open-air
cafes beingó set up, The eating facilities
suggested t at most families would be eating out
tha night, and in the parks were stages, dance-
floors, trapezes, high wires, roundabouts and
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_Ne had taken wreaths and sprays of white
poppies I to lay at memorials in Noscow, Tashkent
and Lening_rad and these, particularily in Noscow,
NEPE received with lht®feit, appreciation and
personal thaeks in Englishñ However, we felt that
we were taking peaceful intentions to a nation
abounding with them, they donót want to rock the
world boat,

 

In Central Asia we felt how easy and peaceful life
was for a peopletnot yet sublected to the strains
and tensions of keeping up with the Joneses' and
the constant bombarbment of commercial
advertising, Their history of living in a land
short of hard timber has accustomed them to little
furnitere, and now that they have water and
electricity supplies in their adobe houses they
have the best of the _new and the traditional and
are happy that sufficient is enough, For ieneral
interes it would be good to get reliable figures
of their present life eicpectancy and the rate of
heart-related illnesses and high blood pressure in
Central Asia,
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