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THEY GIVE You A FOUR MINUTE WARNING
ð WEôRE TELLING YOU NOW -
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In 1986 a group of American scientists
ventured to the Antartic to begin a
series of experiments which may or may
not save our lives. Their findings are
probably the most controversial of
recent times.

Our Planet's atmosphere consists of
several layers, one of which is the
protective ozone layer. óThe ozone layer
is critical to the survival of life on
this planet. Without it, we are doomed.
The layer is made up of unstable
molecules of oxygen (03) and its job is
to filter the sun's harmful ultraðviolet
rays. Now there is a hole in this
layer, the depth of Mount Everest and
the size of America.

Up until recently no one was sure
whether chemicals were to blame, but an
official report, based on the American
teamls findings state that there is now
conclusive evidence to show exactly what
is causing this vast hole. The
chemicals in question are chloro fluro
carbons (CFCs), the propellant in
aerosols, also used in the production of
fast food cartons and packaging.

The hole is situated above the Antartic
and there are also smaller holes
appearing over Norway and Switzerland.
The fear is that the hole will grow
larger and spread out to cover the rest
of the world, the effects of which will
be;

Massive increases in skin cancers
Blighting food crops
Crippling ocean plant life

Not to mention destroying the fine
balance cof the world's climate thus
preventing life as we know it to
continue.

As you can see we have a global
emergency on our hands and not an
emergency that is going to blow away.
Even if we stopped using the chemicals
mentioned and reduced all other
pollution emissions overnight, the fact
is that the CFCs can remain in our
atmosphere for up -to 100 years.
Something has to be done now.v
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Dr Mostafa Tolba, Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programme
has been co-ordinating international
negotiations and wants an 83% cut in the
use of the chemicals, the minimum needed
to keep the levels of dangerous
chemicals from increasing in the upper
atmosphere. However until iMarch this
year our government opposed any cut in
the use of the chemicals at all, it has
now changed its mind, and under great
pressure may accept a 50% cut in their
use, but this has not been decided yet.

How can the government be so short
sighted? We are not talking about the
affects taking place in 70 or 80 years
but 20 to 30, in our lifetime, not to
mention the lifetime of our children and
grandchildren, if we are still here!

WHAT can WE no? stror USING/PURCHASING
AEROSOL cans UNTIL THE HAHUFACTURES use
ALTERNATIVE PROPELLANTS.
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Most of us in the peace movement know
much about missiles/nuclear bases, and
we are all conversant with the peace
talks. How much thought and action,
however, stem from knowledge of the
source of nuclear fuel? - not much?

Namibia - which is illegally occupied by
South Africa ð is in fact the wellspring
of uranium. And as the country is
illegally occupied, the uranium is
stolen property; as the occupying force
is an aprtheid one the discrimination
and exploitation can be more intense
than in South Africa itself. Weeks
before the the strike called be the
South African N.U.M. started, the
Namibian miners struck to demand Ã40 per
week and a free supply of mattresses,
for the disgusting hostels in which they
are forced to live. Some of these
workers are forced down the pit at
gunpoint!

The mining and distribution of the
uranium is carried out by multi-nation-
als (including RTZ), BNFL and Euroton
(EEC nuclear energy). The M00 needs
4000 tonnes of unsafeguarded material
for Trident; safeguards which prohibit
Canadian uranium from being transferred
do not apply to Namibian fuel. However,
all this does contravene the
International Court of Justice and the
U.N. res.30l (1971) which is binding.

whilst there are bans on uranium ore and
uranium oxide, imports (and processing)
of uranium hexafluoride are allowed -
which is re-processed to feed the war
machine. In 1986 over 500 tonnes of UH
were shipped through Liverpool. Dockers
have been recently striking in refusal
to handle uranium; these people deserve
all possible support from the peace
movement. Unfortunately, most of the
uranium gets through and goes to BNFL,
Springfields, Preston, Lancashire. Some
of the uranium comes through south coast
ports, is processed at Preston, then
goes to the USA via Liverpool.
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Not all uranium is used to fuel
missiles; much is used for energy - but
this does not detract from the issue.
It is significant that under pressure
from Britain, the EEC did not mention
Namibia in its (1986) "sanctions
packageñ. The intrasigence of Thatcher
and Reagan towards apartheid is no
accident. Nor is their stubbornó
attitude on sanctions, and their silence

 

on Namibia. They represent the arms
manufacturing multi-national companies,
and finace corporations who profit from
the obscenity of racism.  

But more is to come+ not only are Japan,
the USA and western Europe stealing
uranium from Namibia and imposing, or
rather inflicting hardship on the
Namibian people - plans are going ahead
to use Namibia as a nuclear waste dump.
Precautions for mining the fuel Iare
hardly adequate - so the thought of what
conditions nuclear waste will be
disposed of in, is quite horrifying.

I would like to suggest that a situation
exists where peace campaigners and those
opposing the South African regime have
common ground for protest and action.
óFurther details on request from AAM,
Box 6, 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham).

Geoff Hade
_ for Nottingham Anti-Apartheid Movement
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