INNOCENT:
CLEAR AS BLACK AND WHITE

In February 1992 a robbery took place outside a newsagents in St Anns. The
victim described the armed men as 6' tall, in their early 20s, and white. This
description was corroborated by a witness who saw the two men in the area at
the time of the attack.

In November 1992, Colly Wilson was sentenced to 10 years by Nottingham
Crown Court for the robbery. Colly is 5’7", 37 years old and black.

Colly was convicted, despite a statement from the man convicted of being the
getaway driver saying that he was definitely not involved.

Yet Colly confessed. How was that? Colly was arrested on the evidence of an
informant, who at the time was under suspicion for the crime. The getaway
driver said that this man was not only involved, but had actually helped to plan
the robbery.

By the time Colly made his confession he had been in police custody for 45
hours, having had a total of only 6 hours sleep. :

His solicitor described him as so dejected by what was happening that she
feared he might attempt suicide.

‘| A psychiatrist, who interviewed Colly on 21st July, found that he had a history
of mental iliness, and was liable to make a confession to satisfy the police, who
he saw as a threat.

This was put to the judge, with the defence arguing that Colly’s vulnerability
meant that his confession should not be admitted as evidence. The judge did
not accept this. What's more, after the Crown Court Listings Office had failed
to contact Colly’s original barrister, Colly had only half an hour before the trial
to talk through the case with a new barrister.

Colly’s appeal has still not been set despite being given leave to appeal earlier
this year.

Colly Wilson was fitted up by the police.
The Court colluded in this action.
He needs our support now!

RACIST TORY
'OUTED

On 28th August, the Observerran a
story about a racist Conservative
Party member whose hobby was
ringing radio phone-ins under
pseudonyms (“/'m a black social
workerin Lambeth and it's the whites
| feel sorry for”). The racist claimedto
be a member of Rushcliffe
Constituency Executive, but had
given a pseudonym in the article.
NAFA revealed to the press that the
culprit was Dr. Stuart Russell of
Ashlockton, a firework display artist
who has run displays for the City
Council. The Conservative Party
said that they did not share the views
of the caller and would expel him if
found to be a Party member. He is,
but denies it. The Tories are saying
an enquiry has yet to prove his guilt.
However, the Conservative Party
will not reveal what steps have been
taken to pursue the enquiry, e.g.
listening to tapes of any ofthe phone-
ins, or contacting the journalist who
wrote the story. Does the word
whitewash come to mind?

Maybe Dr. Russell is just one of
many racists at large in the Tory
Party. We think so, and what an

For more information contact: PRSNIEY B Would Iavoeel . )

Conviction (Nottingham), 180, Mansfield Road,
Nottingham.

Write to: Colly Wilson, JJ3012, HMP Gartree,

Market Harborough, Leics.

I CONGRATULATIONS! |
| Slightly belated congratulations toll
| Remi and Spyder, two black menl
b |who were acquitted at Leicester]
. Courts following a racist assault by
two white men in Nottingham inj]
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living in Britain, or of Irish descent, and have experienced racism |Agood result for Remi and Spyder-lookslikeI

because of your ethnic origin, NAFA would like to hear from you. w ¢ all their hard work paid off in the end! J
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RONALD THOMAS-SELF DEFENCE IS NO OFFENCE?

Or rather, it is according to the police, if you happen
to be black and attacked by three white men.

On September 18th 1993, Ronald and his wife, Sharon,
decidedto celebrate theirwedding anniversary quietly,
at the Showcase Cinema.

At the end of the film, Ronald was attacked by three
white men. Now, as a result of Ronald defending
himself and his wife, he has been charged with ABH,
GBH, and Affray. Despite his receiving injuries which
required hospital treatment, Ronald faces a maximum
prison sentence of five years.

Although Ronald made counter allegations, only he was
charged and not the other three men involved in the
incident.

NAFA, with other anti-racist groups helped launch the
Ronald Thomas Defence Campaign in August. The
campaign hasreceived fantastic support from loca! people,
with collections and leafleting at the APNA Asian Arts
festival and the Nottingham Carnival. It has also attracted
numerous local sponsors, with national sponsors including
the band Fun-da-mental and the Campaign Against Racism
and Fascism (CARF).

Also, two public meetings have been held in Nottingham,
on 22nd August and 10th October. Both meetings were
well attended with the majority being local black people,
ratherthan usual handful of local worthies! Both meetings
have been very positive with debate being lively.

Apart from expressing support for Ronald and Sharon,
another cleartheme was that people on the receiving end
of racial harassment and attacks often feel that they have
nowhere to turn, and that the “official” organisations just
don't deliver. This raises the whole question of whether
something more is needed - something run by the
community for the community, perhaps?

This is not the first time that the need for a campaigning
body on the issue of racist attacks has been raised in
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These Page 1 lovelies were spotted outside Nottm
Magistrates Court ~ rumour is that they're regulars!

Nottingham. No doubt, as more anti-racist campaigns
such as Ronald's are fought, the debate will continue.
The Ronald Thomas Defence Campaign is already working
with other black people who have experienced racial
harassment. In the meantime, please give whatever
support you can to Ronald and Sharon, and do your bit to
prevent yet another shameful miscarriage of justice.

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN?

The trial is to take place on 12th December 1994, at Nottingham Crown Court, Canal Street. Supporters are asked to
attend from 9.00 am onwards. The case was adjourned from 23rd August as the case had only been listed for 2 days
which the defence felt was totally inadequate. Please attend the lobby outside the Court and support Ronald from inside

the Public Gallery. The trial is expected to last 4 days. Please don't bring banners to the court.
You can sponsor the campaign.You can write offering your support.

You can make a donation to help with legal and other costs to:
“Ronald Thomas Defence Campaign”, PO Box 179, Nottingham, NG1 3AQ.







